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FOREWORD. 


Ml' Bear Sir Ditt^faak Wacha, 

Wa kave so often tallced over tbe suli- 
ject of tliese remmiscences tbnt you wilt 
not need any assurance from me of ilie 
ftrcai personal pleasure which 1 have ex¬ 
perienced in readin^f the pages m ti'liich 
vou gathered what vou modestly call 
‘'Shells from the Sands of Bombay/' 

Bombay has cbaugcd.so tasl, and i& sLtll 
ciiangittg so fast, that without such rc* 
mimscences future generations wiU ha^vc 
no conception of the evolutiou of the state¬ 
ly city which has grown up under oar 
eyes. No-one who did not know Bombay'* 
as j'OU knew it, before Sir Bartle Frcre 
levelled the rantpartSi can picture the 
narrow walled town which has blossomed 
into Lhe second city cf the Empiie. My oivn 
memory goes back not quite a quarter of 
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a century I BoTtiba^^ b in nianv respects 
liurdly TKojtnisabfc ju Uw cuj «hc«- I 

***f*^*'»i^ Thery were tlien 

IK. huiklm^ on ihe Apollo Bnnder estate 

Tr, "’>'«* Ae Taj 
Mahal Hirtel now stands was a IkmI basin, 

by tie rowing members of Uie Bom- 

tymltona. and many □„ ereniog 

harbour to Ma/agpn. The 

and Utm w« '* ‘'OK . 

lie ^ fanttliar sight thm, 

l^eanvas sculement whieb sprang op 

Ll«/ .^r in mLo 

•BtA ^ *r>“P "f tents, tme to He 

vtwn^ hi!,"*-'”" ’“•htioti. being 

hnm ,is iteighbonrs by fences of 

^ndi„;"isr- 

tegotdriu'nni”was 

tl« dimernrs “ 'S7 bT''‘‘ 

•« mad ,„ ®™>= mnnt 

, Boing into the " juT”’’’'- 

to do btisinras T\,. ''liacnit-ss 

m*and«,*«erwasT„,«":r 

fc-lpbiDstonc Circl* 


xi 

and ApoIIti Street und maiij' <if onr lead¬ 
ing fim-.s were housed iii numhuclde quur- 
tei5, fit breeding places for the rats wluch 
sjjieiuf the plagtie. JUny grcttt{ts of 
'bachelors were driven to chummeries in 
ChurchgUU Street uid ildmmiijii Street, 
aiid T renu'iTiIter being implored to iresd 
lightly when dining ta Chttrchgatc Street 
because of the infieciinty iif die flwjr, Tht 
old buggies Irnd disappeared, but there 
were still <fne nr two paihics in the streets 
aiid the bullock hackery was n familiar 
spectiu'le. The mail passenger who now 
lands in lordly cmtifoil at the Mote litlle 
knows what it was lo arrive in :tn outside 
steamer in the mimsoau, and U» be blowu 
•to in a Bonder boat, as I was, 

ixfoTc lie could make the landing at the 
Customs House. It is diffitaili to reali’Mf 
that this was less than quarter of a ceniurv 
Jago, 

>\nd these changes are as notbirig in 
ertuparisDO with those which s^m llkctv 
to fructify in the nejtt quarter of a century. 
When Back Bay Is reclaimed under the 




ilcvcl^ptncnt scbenie; the Fori is gi^'en 
^iotirely over to business purposes; the 
riee fields and jictlm |ni>ves which we have 
known is Matutjga and Mahim uncover^ 
wtui lenement licittscs: and hundreds of 
t homijtnds of people [iving m Salsettc (aa 
W s^vlfily to and fion, their work in 
Eoisbay of those days 
wil bear httle mote resciubbnce to that 
j-f tOHday ilmu the city of our own times 

pans and gatewaj-s stood. 

Ptesen^ fn^ century bo be 

l For lho« 

■oalwul in "'T “ 

clislirinai for ^ vW 
Of iho V. 

a-duvs noKine ImS * 

P^ndtince is made up **“[>'®*^* 

'^•o'rth beeping, cv J ^ 

them. The T ^ 

of a gazetteer, how. 
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rvCT rich, are a poor snbstjintc for the an- 
tr:immelled vie of the good letter 

TTTiter. And amongst the bnsjir migratory 
pv!J serv ants of to*day are we likely to 
find men of cultivated leisttre like 
Sir James Campbell, who prepared the 
notes which Mr. S. M, Sdwardes wove 
ititn hjs ndmirabte Gaicttcer of Bombay ? 
We shall never «c another James Douglas 
s^mding his leisure delving amongst the 
histori^I relies of the Presidency and re- 
tounting his discoveries in an English 
ai'cn more nigged than that of Cirlyle, 
his Hterary guru. The files of the daily 
newspapers may rewrd events in greater 
fullness than the records of the past; but 
they do not and cannot give a picture of 
ootnemponiry- life. Is it not tme than U> 
say* that our hopes of maintainingthe coti- 
tinnity nf the living history of Bombay 
are bound up with the careful preservation 
of the ^ioisoencts of all who have filled 
a considernble part in its activities, ant! 
in a more Jealous presentation of the 
monuments of the past than, has chamc- 
tvriser’ the iconoclusts of the city? 




It » rather dreadial uj tliitik of the 
conjpleteiiejis iriiJi u’liich omr architectural 
lioks u-itlt the past Lave been hrukeu 
down, Bartle Fieru's destmcticni of the 
Kam parts was jjo doulii a work of the 
gicatciit public ittility, but hr;nr inuch 
uiore wc should opprcciatc it if he had 
presened one at fmi of the Gates with a 
sicuon ->r the nmiparts, which if they 
were uex^r assailed gnve to tlie cittjfens a 
Iwlmjr of .m-urity which was llie foun<Ia* 

Tile uwk of the 

towu platuicrs .,f T>^i 

accicut u sll can be adajHed to the rc- 
qui^cnts af modem traffic. The onlv 
_ .ihfe sign of these historic Rumpurts is 

tL?^^ r ^ 1-H.rfrug- 

tucttl that few notice it Th, i ■ ■ 

heart of Bombay is Uie C istT ^ 

10 iho r ■ T 

nnoial. AraM Ui» ““l'plon>«ilarj' 

«1« *'olopn.™t J H 

a% as the liotne of tile bay 
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Mtucum ? Sir Jamsctjj Jijibliai's otd 
town house has gone the wuy of nifiny 
itnother and been ecu]verted into a shop. 
Wil! not the Parsi community see that ai 
[east one of these famous town houses—say 
tliat which you mention more than oncc« 
in CoMra^i Patel Stteet, the family resi¬ 
dences of the Dadys—is mamtaJned intact 
so tint future generations may ^ how 
their forbeora lived during the making of 
Bombay? You record the converaioa 
vf the pleasant places of Byculla and 
Ma^agon into an mdustriaJisni which is 
one of the most sordid in the world; the 
^tumbling walls of Lo^yji Castle and of the 
iild Manor House at Powai are auwngst 
tlte last sur^'lvnrs of the spacious life of 
the fifties; they probably cannot be seoar- 
cd against tlie devastating march of brtcics 
and inortnr: but the Castle and one or two 
of otir histone town houses surely should 
be preserved for the public lor aii time. 
Imagine what would be the feelings of 
Englishmen if the Tower were cottivertcd 
into a dosed store boose hud’ every 
Georgian or early Victorian rcEidencc in 




London was swept away for Uie erect ioa of 
picture palaces and blocks of flats. 

1 have ridden my hobby horse so hard 
that I cauaot say iialf the things I should 
like to say, Bnt reading and re-reading 
these reminiscences of murs, I f jel vtrj 
strongly that there are few services more 
valuable than to preserve* as you have 
done, tht^ vivid pictures of the life of 
Bombay in its great formative periods 
May you find many imitators, I'he re¬ 
creation of Lite past is howe\'cr work half 
done nnlc.ss it inspires in the present gene¬ 
ration a quickened historic sense. We 
me cttiaens of no mean city. But the 
foundations of the city m which wc live 
were laid by big men—Atmgier, Elphin- 
Slone and Bartle Frere. The seeds of 
such intellectnal life as we own were 
sowTi by Mariotosh and the great mission- 
and edneationists—Wilson and 
Wordsworth and Grant. We live in days 
when tuaterialujin seems to be more and 
iiiorie rampBEt; everything is snboidinnt- 
ed to the making of money* the churches 
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aie half empty and tlie Asiatic Society ts 
a pale shadow of its former tUlibrary 

more a novel^ctrculaling agency tha n a 
centre of teaming^ It seems to me that 
the one hope of arrestiiig this tide of mere 
malerialism is to quicken the historic spi* 
nt—^to appreciate better the diversity and 
richness and real greatness of the lives of 
the men to whom the cit^' owes everything, 
and to Ulumine our conunercialism with 
the light of inquiry, rekindled by the me¬ 
mories of our forbears -which y<m have 
blown into Bame in the pages which follow. 

Yoars vmy' sincerely', 
STANLEY REED, 
Bombay, August t6th, 1920. 







PREFATORY NOTE. 


Tltc Recollections conlaiucd in this 
volume onginolty appeared, under tlic 
title of "Sltclls froni the Sands of Bom- 
bar," in the form of weekly contribution 
to the Cuturons of tbe ’^Bombay Chrom- 
cle*‘, in i2£1 followuig 

Vbitr, uritli the ao»t de plume of ‘^Sandy 
Seventy.’* my havttig attained tliat age 
at the time. 

Urged by kind friends, old and young, 
who found the renitin5t3ences interesting, 
that I sbould give them a permanent place 
in nur local annals, I resohed to have them 
coliected and published, some what ex¬ 
panded, in bookfortn, Owipg to the 
war aj(d other reasons, the pieliminary 
rev^iaion had to be dcia.red. It u'as, how¬ 
ever, taken at lust on hand and completed 
by my son, with his rare fitlal devotion 
and low of literary work, only a* fen- 
short weeks before his imtimely death. 
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(Nmtaiher 191,). The rort Iia:: since 
uiiifcrgOBe further reriaioui but some 
Jyiwgrap^ and oiber errors have crept 
in f« whrth I crave the tudulgtncc of the 
readers A list of the errors is printed. 

Soitie inieresting incidents escaped re- 
ierence in tlie body of the book. These 
I now briefly relate. In the iniddk of the 
of the la-st century Dr. Divingstonc 
thaL intrepid and distiugiiished travelter. 
having arrived from Zinsihiir, on his way 
to Undon, Sir Bartic Fn;re. the then 
Governor, invited him to give a short ac- 
of the principal events and discove- 
nes. connected with his trav'els in Central 
.^nca before an audience of Ihe citirons 
oT Bombay in the Town Ha)]. It was a 
gathering of many enlightened and influ- 

vntj^ ^rsons. Being one of the andEence 

1 sbouid say, as my own personal itnprcs* 
Sion formed at the time, that Dr. Lirins:^ 
Sf«« uctuaU,- hh, hearers ston^, 
«cl..wa,h„ thrillmgaud entwafufug 
Uwaaaomcthiugtoha^br^J 
first hand. from the lips of the great 





traveller and eicplnrer, all about the wilds 
of Central Africa he walked oti fool hun¬ 
dreds of miles, Uie mountainfs and ri\-ers 
he carefully traced, the lakes be dia- 
(rvered as the sources of the Nile, 
the scenery that impressed him, and, 
laMly. the men and women of divers 
African communities he tnei with and who 
became his most exceUcni friends, thanks 
to bis niissionary character and his deep 
sympathy with the races. Dr. Livingstone 
heeuitd to me to be a personage of a wiry 
frame, well biiiU, £oc physique with 
next to no traces of the stress and strain 
of hundreds of miles that he travelled, 
often alone, but overcommg each and 
every dilEculty as it arose. Of course, his 
face was "sundried." The lecture was 
made further attractive by many and 
other illustratbns of the journey, as well 
as by a goodly show of quaint and archaic 
trin^ts which the womanhood of Central 
Africa wore. Verily, the advent of the 
giiTdt traveller was a historic ev’cnt in the 
annals of Bombay and needed a meat bn 
in this place. 
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Of niiiior iaterest may be menticmcdi 
the visit in the very eaTl>' part of 1864, 
of ihe then Commander-in*Chitf of India, 
I,ord Strathttaim and jhansi, but more 
popularly know-n as Sir Hugh Roise, otic 
that moat illustrious and heroic band 
of mutiny otlicers vAio aaved India 
to the British irheti the destiny of 
the Empire was trembling in the 
balniictr. The other visitor Tvas 
H. H. The Maluiraja Dtiulccpsingb 
who was in Boitihny on his way to Lahore 
to perform the rcIigioiL'i ccreinotvics of his 
dccttiscd mother, the widow ol the great 
Ranjeet Singh, *’Thc Lion of the Punjab.'' 
Both Qttcnded tlic Convt'c.ition of tiie Uni¬ 
versity in the Town Hall acv'ompantcd by 
Sit Bartle Ftm* as the Chancellor and 
Sir Alexander Grant as the Vtcc-Clumcel- 
lor. The Maharaja, so far as mv reeoL 
I^jon carries me. looked a fine siiectmeii 
of a brave Sikh. His bearing noble 
as he walked down the aisle of the hall 
wifh measored step .side by side with 
»ir Hogh. Of coarse, he was darkish in 
appeurunce hut well built. Unlike, how* 
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ci-er, many of our indij^cnui Prinoes and 
Cllicfs he hitd tiot btrd^kvd himself leith 
“pearls and purbaric ^Id’* of the gor- 
{jfoiis East. Sir Bortle Frere's Convcxra- 
tio»i address \ras, as iLsual. full of hrit- 
fvuncy, cajture and literary polish of vrhirli 
In? wiis a master, Lriteimiy scholarship 
Was in the family and the name r»f 
Sir Houkhaio Frcre is well kfiown as that 
of a great classic scholar. The visit of 
these two distinguished persons was also 
a unittvic event in the history of Bombay. 
The city was lh«» at the renith of her pros¬ 
perity, The cotton lords of the day rolled 
in riches made in the cotton trade. The 
hum and buzs of hundreds of the madding 
crowd of brokers and speculators was in 
itself striking. Those were golden days ; 
and tbej' congregated in their thou¬ 
sands at their favourite try sting 
place in what is now called the 
Esplanade Road, under the gntefnj sha¬ 
dow of three or four large spreading trees, 
say, srjniewbere about the building fhr- 
inerly known as Treacher^s and now 
owned by the Mercantile Bank. 
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Another omission whkli I fed I shouJd 
supply is tlie cutliulic philtmthropy of 
Mr. Rustomji Jauisetji Jeejeeblioy 
vas the recognised prince of cotton mer- 
diants. Having amMsed great weaUti 
undnsaiUit of by his. legitimate tmde lu 
cDilon. during the American Civil War, 
fiS6r—65) he magnificently rnmlaled the 
bcitwoUiict of Ilia venerated fallier, the 
6«t Sir Jamsetji Jeejcebhoy. He led the 
l^micashiie Cotton Famine Fund in the 
city 1^ donating a van* princely mnount. 
Kis name was as widely known as was 
that of his iUwstrious purenl. Indeed it 
tpas A najiie to he conjured with for pure 
charity, not only in the city but i)i Um 
whole of the Bombay Presidency, specially 
Otijerat, Has philanthropy was unostenta' 
tio^, liTid iiiatiV are the stories of his cha- 
riliw to his poor relatives, friends, and 
^-iningers. The Idt hand knew not what 
the ngtii haiid did. This was ifte Rus- 
Jamseljte whose beneroience had 
spjjcad far and wide, and I rcniember that 

in OTIC of the weekly journals edited bv 
Charles Dickens—"A!! the Year Round." 
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-“his ituiJii: was fuaniTy speJl^as ’^Rudv 
tontji JuniMji*" just nsFrasfr's 
Lad before tra\‘estk-d Lis father's Jhiiiii;, 
wliett crvHttxl a buronet, a$ '^Jauiraiuji.'* 
Verily^ Mr. Rustomji was Boiuhay’s 
Good Samaritan in tliose halcyon days. 
Bombay has not known of auotl^r such 
save Uie nrSL Sir Cuwasji Jehanf^r Ready- 
muney. 

IfOstly, let me recall the Z^i^tative 
Council of the early stslics under tliy 
goyemorsLip of Sir Bartlc Fren:. The 
first rudimentary Councils in the three 
PrcsidoiU'ies of jndia wei% established in 
ifWa or 1863. The nominations made by 
that liberal statesman were considered 
good in those days when, the cirule from 
which even to nominate was mostly linuted 
to the merchani classes. Mr. Rustomii 
Jamsf^ji, Mr. Jufgonath Stmkersett, Mr., 
Premobhov Ueniabhoy, Mr- Walter Cos* 
sels, and sfnne of the Sirdars of the Dec> 
Can went the ''odditioual members" dur¬ 
ing tlie first 5 w 4 years. The one import 
fini esiactnient passed by the esrly Legts- 
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iative Cotmci] of Bombay w'as the Mmit- 
dr>iil Axl of 1865, the very first, but 
:i most elaboraie and carefully consider* 
cd [>iece of legislation. Thanks to lliv 
muster mind and farsightedness of iht 
Tvry first acdtle, or Mutucipal COmiiiis- 
siouer, no other than Artltur Crawford, 
Bomba3‘ owes a deep debt of gratitude to 
him for all he accomplished. He 
was the first with liis organising 
talents to develop Bombay on the right 
lines sixty 3'eaiB ago. But for bini, I 
have not the least doubt in my own mind, 
llml the future developments that have 
taken place would have not only been diffi¬ 
cult of dccufinplisbmcnt but more costly 
than they are. It b much to he wi.shed 
H, E. Sir George I.lovd may take a leaf 
from the book of Arthur Crawford. He 
was really a talented and farsighted Com¬ 
missioner in advance of bis age. 

I>t me. in condiisioiit infona the reader 
thuvj do not claim aii^' T»erfcctioti for this 
volume of personal recollections. Let 
l|iui lake it for what it is worth, T 


only to link my oum youtfifnt 

reminiscences with the great history of 
Bombay prior to iS6o as I have read it, 
with a vittr that someone else may by 
and by gi%'e a faithful and graphic account 
of the rise and progress of Bombay gene* 
rally for the last hiilf a century so as to 
tmike it instinct with lively interest for 
the rising generation. 

Meanwhile let me publicly express niy 
thanks to the'editor of the latest votnmes 
of llie Botnbtiy Gast^tuet, Mr, Edwardes, 
whose literary merit needs no praise, wa» 
cjii rusted with the editing of it oti the 
basis of the innss of tlie most v-uliiablc 
papers left by the erudite Sir James Camp- 
bcll. Many n hint und siiggestiou I have 
obtajtiod from these interesting:;volumes 
I also express thanks for the help I 
was able to derive from the Book of Bom¬ 
bay hy the facetious and picturesque Mr. 
James Bougfas, The book on the Origin 
and Early Settlemeut of Bombay Dr. 
Catiha, antiqmman, historian and nutnis- 
inntist all combined, was also of great 
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aasistantt;. Again, I mn detrply indebted 
to Lbe Booibjiy Cbambtf of Cotnnicroc for 
tilt most ^aJtmblc economic and cotunitr* 
ciaJ infoniiiition t vas able to gienn from 
Uic many volumes rtcordiog Ibe transac- 
tbns of that body during the first twenty- 
five years of its existence. Tlie isicii of ibe 
Bombay Chamber of Commeroc, establish¬ 
ed S4 years ugo, have been vastly iusim. 
mental in hnildiiig up the greatness of 
City, Few indeed .ire aware of the 
imaluablc work the pionetrs of comtnm'e 
in the City had accomplished during iht 
tw(snty-five yciirs. 

Castly, I am to offer my grtileful thanks 
to Sir Stanley Reed, one of my most 
esteemed Friends, of tin doubled’liierary 
nccomplisbmcKts in the journalistic line, 
whom 1 have known from Ute days of his" 
nrai arrival in Bomba3’' ® quarter of u cen¬ 
tury ago. At my request he kindly under¬ 
took to write the '‘Foreword’* with his 
cusigiTiary alacrity am] enthusiasm In 
this wny he has greatly lightened mv Inak 
HI respect of what T mysdf had find con- 
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tCJUptiitjed uumiting iii iliis Prcfntury 
Note toiidimg the marvellous traiisfoniia* 
tioii (if Bctnibay* I 7 c Uiis given a gtupbii' 
pqrtrajlure of the evolution of the city, be¬ 
tween iA(); and whioTi is indeed tnii-' 
(jmr, ft is to my niind a perfet gem of 
the Irtcrary art of which Sir Stanley is the 
tcpfled possessor^ 


D, E. WACHA. 
ist September, tgao. 
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SHELLS FROM THE SANDS OF 
BOMBAY. 


MY RI?COLr*ECTIONS AND 
REMINISCENCES OF BOMBAY 
1850 TO 1S65. 

INTRODUCTION. 

“ Time Rolls fis Ceaseless Course-'^ 

! i irS (liitli the tJlBcml batd of "Cale- 



donb stem iind wild " apostmfjlibes 
Time vrkid) enunent evt>ItitiQ(a»ts of tlic 
day regard as im jubstraction '* pure uud 
dimjite. Aceordmg to tltcse scientists it 
is only mi tnvention of htnnan mgimiiity 
tQ*nuirL its own pR^css. In the piiiloBo* 
pby of Eastern sages, from days the ^^nost 
ondent, Time is ** amitya ” or itnmeasar- 
able. It is without a begintting atid 





withoint aii end, Iniagmauon liasconjnr- 
ed ii; as " a mighty whirling whwl whidi 
none can stay or stirtn. " Its spokes 
go roiuid unceasingly; So we meta-^ 
pitorically speak or '' the whirligig 
<»f TiuicL" Cnoeasing m Its revolution 
ft is sttjrposed to know no pause and 
take no bieatli, Generatkm after gene- 
tation take tlieir birth only to be swept 
away Ijy the high returning tide in the 
great p!f of Kteroitj-, leaving behind 
on life’s sandy sliore a lew alielis to bear 
testimony to their bare existence, Tbesi; 
JieUs are patiently and laboriously 
picked up by a few faithful ced’eetora, 
whom we call archseologists and histiv 
rians. With infinite pains the^* endea* 
vt-urti> inieqjret their true significance. 

Similarly, may not the pieseni 
writer in his own bumble way walk the 
ocean strand and pick up saefa strav 
sheUs from the sands as he may happen 
to sttimble uj>oti and evolve out of them 
hi# •'own narrative ? In other words. 
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How m tile '*KiJ!a " or Fort strike liim? 
^ liat wen? its enviroatniintsl llwv imoiy 
or few are the truces left ol the otd I'ort 

for jdent ificatjoii to-day ? Wliat were tUt 

ranipaits or ” Kote*' and what the mouta 
^d ditche saiTOundirvg Iheni which 
iu the vernacular language were called 
Qiui f Huvr far did the '' maidon * 
.steiul ? Why a jmrt oi it was kuov^Ti as 
favanuliakt," and wlio were the gotid 
i<»lk who nswrted to the area to “ eat 
the air ** ai eveii-tide and 1,,^ rdrcsiied 
hy tlie t»nlin> breeze blowing ftujti the 


western sea ? Where w'eie tJie ‘‘ Teej 
and Dao Durwa/as*' or Fort Gates am 
where (he “ JJimgri Kifla " and' tin 
■‘Toptkhana^' (or artmerj i.tatiimj ? *Viu 
emerging from the “ dnrwi.aajt" or gates 
which iJractk'Ldly shut »ut ihe Foit oi 
"3Cote '‘ from tlie native town lu the 
nortJi, what was imderstoijd by “Fnidhre 
f’“ .. or“Kotebahai, ■wind 

by Bon Bimdur/- " Fajirika-talav.- 
Bhhbighat/- *■ Chandanwadi/' and se 
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on ? liow Were the sabutixf i^il 
Turd^ Cliindipttgli, and GitgautUi 
bxmi iind Watkesltwar blunted, where 
jio many **wadis*' or coiintn' hnusc 
giudesuk were built for enjoying a 
liotlday or Hjicjiilmg dt week-end / 

WTiat filrout the only “ (lodt^ ** or 
dock iutd the trreat W^sdio family who 
wm e knowTi to tie the hereilitan’ master' 
Iniildei^ of tlic nicrcDntjlc nianDeand tJie 
Indian iiavy wandup*. wiiiidi navigated 
iiie Amhiiui atul Red Sea'^ and ptirared 
the "blights** and dhows" of theinra- 
tiail Araiis of Muscat. Socotm and 2an- 
dliar, who Imiiglit and si^d ehivcs; r 
Wliece ivas the Cn^mui House, the Post 
Office, the Supreme Court of Judioature? 
Where vus the Secretariat and Umt tui- 
pregnable ** Botuba 3 - Castle;" from which* 
arc 5t.iU dated the Rt^olutioii.v af His 
ExceUcucy iJic Governor in Couiid], ojui 
the " Kiiig's ISarracks"? Where were 
the offices (if the Military* and the 
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Commissariat? Wlie« was tlie Mint? 
It may also be cn(|uitod wbut kind of 
local gtn-enrnieiit there was ? ■ Who 
were the Mtmidpal Ccimmisatoners ? 
Wliatwasthc oonditicm of the market^ ? 
What wan the aonree or i^bat were tlie 
sourca cil water ^pply ? Wliat abotit 
clminage arid iiightsoil ? llov? wa$ Horn- 
!»>' lighted after dark ? W^uit was the 
annual mortalitj*? What were the most 
W hy were cUolem and 
fever so rife ? How fared tlie foreign and 
inland trade ? Were there any banks and 
how were they managed and by whom i 
What kind of ficamedid the linrbntir pr^ 
sent with its settled phalanx of wtwHlen 
vessels anchored in the middle ground, 
and Llie. thousands uf native craft of di- 
vtEs construction with pecidiar rtanicSt 
Kathiawari, Arab, Bengali, and so tm, ni 
the Mndy Bay. Camac and other Imn- 
ders an the eastern foreshore ? How did 
they pile cotton in warehrmscs '/ Did the 
raw material take fire bj' ^ RjKintoneons 
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ouiiibu^tion " undby other " tuiuatmai 
causes " ? jVnd how did tli^ manage to 
extinguisb the big blazts ? Where was 
the " Bouibafchana " or T?irebrigade stn- 
ttnn. and how did the firemen (lascar?) 
work with their pretnitive handpumps ? 
Whence did they derive tlieir water 
supply for the extinctUm of fires ? What 
was the raisoa of s<* numj thou¬ 

sand xvelb* private and public* let a!<jne 
the big tanks, built by the Imttume 
philanthropists of tliat getieration, in- 
noceni of all thought of dU^ and other 
" hiMumri ** ? hastly* what was the state 
of tKhiCTtitfn? 

Ttiumb Nail Sketches* 

'Hie lecollections and teutintscences 
which conic crowding quite viviilly to 
the writer's mind are s<i innumerabfe 
tliat Uiey nrauM hU volumes to narrate 
tlicm with anytliing like antjiJltude* 
Tile objiict of tijcsc papers is oiiJy to give 
thuuibnflil sketches whidi will give in 
neaJity an outline ol the Bombay olr*the 
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I'tfUes a3id Sixtics^n mitiinc* wtiidi 
Jauy be leisurdj- ci>nipaml with tht 
njatvi:»otisly tiansfonued Hty that is 
pnsttted to the jjaze of the generation 
flounsUing at this hour, 'fhe changt* I* 
wondtrais anti the gratifjing mdanio^.. 
phosccan only be done justice In by a 
bom Ubtoriiui niUi die vidri imagbit* 
tioii and the stately und Mjnonms 
style of the inimitable Huthor *f the 
'■ Uectme and Fall of the Ronum 
Fn^ure *' iJncU a ivrtttf alraic can 
living and faithrnl iikture of the inaK'd*. 
Time, h. itoceasdEB coui^e. has accoin- 
phshcfl m Bombay during the last Urty 
or sixty ycais. I can only scrawl hi 

rtiClealphobct my own tommbititnisdmth- 

bnts ond passingly point to didtii^. 
tmgniahed pwsims who were c<mtri^ 
bntoty to the making of Itotnbiiy. 








CWAPTCH I.—m^PTAJs’lCSlA “ AXD 

THH HARBOffR. 

A S oiie tn ttncp the rigo and 

groiiVtJi of greiit cities, hfi i^irresJ^- 
tibly reminded at even' tnui nf the coni- 
mtmijlnce fact, whidi b so crystal¬ 
lised in die liDtLs ofSrr Walter Scott 
ted at Ujc lop ot thf^ IntrcdiiutkiD. Cine 
gejieratitm in its cuti Inimble and 
jiriniitive way erects a cluster <j»f Iitnely 
htiis. ttneotweious of the infinite ptiis^bi- 
liti'es and potenlialtdes of I he magni¬ 
ficent edifices,heautif111 to hdi'jld ajid ad¬ 
mire, whidi may lie reared aratmd H:, 
singe by stage, by the liunds tif .‘oicccssi ve 
gencratton». The generations of men 
tuny lie as the Ieav« <if gntsf.. They 
may live and die. Bui; each lias its wra 
set of workers who do their ai:i|iointed 
work which in reality b the earnest of 
what the next will do. Thus did tlie 
Xjoet hold it Initli, with him who sung 
to one hart) divets tones, that .men 
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may rise on tJie 5 tci>pmg stones of tlit-ir 
dead selves to higher things. What is 
tfiie of the progress of flnttinnitv is 
tme of tJie rise and progress of grait 
cities. Bombay is a striking exantirle 
of tlte S^ing village of oenpiries tvhicU 
now looms so large and grand b the 
eyes tif an admiring world a.s the 
Second in liic British Rmpire. 

Early Hisio y of Bombay. 

it h not the object or this book 
to narmte the history of Bombay. Hmt 
history, in the sehse iiiodcm ujstorians 
of the day inteqiret it. is still to be writ¬ 
ten. But tiie writers are not a few wJm 
may be said to have faitlilully and 
laboriously collected the dry- bones which 
the genius of the coining historhtn will 
galvanise into life to inteiest and 
stpict those who may come after ua 
D ivers have Iwen the narnitors from llu* 
days of the Poxtugwise. Tlic UksiI branch 
of tlic Royal Asiatic Society, which 
owes'.its existence to the erudite Sir 
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James Mackintoslii is a fairly ijcmkI 
*5t«relKntsp of div^ texts about the 
KiHiest history oi the city, long !c>ug 
cvuji btfeire the pinitta of the MaUdmr 
Coa*-! invaded the shores, and the iltel 
of the Ifabsbi mided the nascent ton n. 
Th*Kc antiqnarian authorities tell us 
how Bfjmhay was a cluster of seven 
islajKls. E^itmised, it b known its " Hep- 
tartcria." And Uic scholarly yen of Xfr. 
S. M. If.dtivardcs. the latest editor of the 
" Ihmibay Oaxettcer,'* (now a retired 
Civilianl has given tis a graphic accmiiit 
wJiich the curious may rend, mark imd 
inwardly digest. And, if there be somt: 
who love the jiicturcsqne and the poetic, 
thej' may poor over the pages of that 
delightful Book onBumlmy skctdivd by 
the graphic yen ot our late veteran 
citixen, Mr. James Dmiglas.a Scotchmiui 
of the Scots hut alt the saute a lover uf 
Bosnl>ay which was the scene of his life 
long and energetic career. Or if one is 
st> curious as to have a gliniyse of 
“ iSodety" in the early Fifties wemuy 
ri 


idcr tiitn to that bright littli;' iKxik, ii^j- 
|m«priately dtristened "Cliow-Chcw ’* by 
I^*dy I'cilkhiiid, wiff of tliL‘ C»tjvernif>r 
who immediate^ proceJetl I,ord E!* 
(tJttnfilajie. Perdimux wn shouJil not be 
5ui:jkri<M4 if, fired by tJie ta^amplc of Thif 
litemrj* Artist rtf local fume, Uto sjwtild 
fliwi viv'acifiUA consort of ofir hit.e 
GovcniDr. l,oi(lWilli|jg.kTO, were loemn- 
late her Temembtirfng ulso tUai sJw is 
tixc tIrtugUtci til cmv who lUdy llrasscy i 
gave ns that spatkhwg Wt]; -d tlie voyage 
<if kilt* yacht " fiitiibeiuti “ a dl nigh 
tiiirty*fiyv years agn; (laUed “In the 
‘i'nidc, in the Tropics onil in tlie Rooring. 
I'ortictv One point, however, in tefer- 
oioc to "Btmdxjrin'* luay he nuwie deaf 
at tlje very oateet. Shelias no niytho- 
It^icalhistory of her mm Ukc the classic 
IMoswhefel*ha-hussprang. Tliete arc tio 
love stories ol gods and godde^t^ eatuirt; 
and thereis no Byron tasing in rhyme; 
the *' Isl^ ol Moombai, ihe Lsiii of 
aCoembai " lo po'mt a moml mid adorn a 
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tale. In short Bomljay has no Micioit 

Ifcdigree anti no aristocratic pfide wJiicii 
the niaj^iificence of the trfeat Mogul lias 
imperidrably associated with the city 
of tlic eternal Taj Mohal aiul the .Motcc 
Mtisjid There are no Rotmjluses luid 
Reuuises to invoke and no Capitoiine 
hill to worrfiip, unless it be the latter 
day Moamba IJevi and the magic stone 
of Walktshwar. 

The H arbour in I he Fifties anil S?rt es. 

With this preamble tbe 'viitcr bc- 
giiia his own pambte. Wbat omy be. 
it will Iw inquireil, was the ontstaniiiug 
fcittu rc of Eoinbiiy in the early Fifties and 
SixtiiJsot the niiieietntU cciiLiirj'that 
stnick hiii youthful gaze and iutcffiteil 
him ? The harbour and the l -Jit- The 
harbour i» what it is. Nature nindc tlie 
harbour and theliaiuls of the workers ol 
cadi sencmtinii during tJiclast two hund¬ 
red yearsatid motehaveimprovedit. The 
approaches were the samt liul known 
to be fall of danger for l^olh skilled and 
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uiLskillec! navi^fators, Xlii* reefs near 
Tieacim JigJit kmmn sm Kamsrs 
were danRcrous ton degrttv and mmy 
A native craft irad square r^etj vis&el 
iiBtl beCT Uirccl to its iatc tin n cLirlc ami 
night, more or l«is to be wreckc\1 
iuici seldom to I>e savetL There was 
of coarse, anoihe, jjgjjt the 

l"«ir, tic same wludi for years has lie- 

come obsolete anil faioKB astheColabn 

nhservaton-. Steam vcfittels had yet to 
aaae albdt that ihiy fern- launebts 
\ ^ween Camae Btimler and Panvel 
imd tloruii on Ltic «i|i|msite side. Thai 
there were two or three small s^camerB 
o^ned by private enten^rise. which rJicd 
l^tween Bombay. Surat. Gogo and 
tava^gar. In the em of pre-raiiwiivs, 

thtse httic vessels did yeoman's sejvice 

u. people going to and fm between the 
Krts named for t.-ftde or other pu,j»oses, 
it wasaJwaysdimciih .-milsomewhatdnn- 
geoois to travd overbrntL The journey 

and Urn vesse-g 
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jterfonDed a service by sea. There 
wasonc kneH'naatli.c''l?U>^'^ and auothcr 
us the “Ir'iphiiJstDjie'' In those days 
tile mcdiuuL of adveitisemeiit for vessels 
to ply backwards and forwards was not 
iJie” Times of India and the'*■ Bombay 
Chronicle” or the ” Bombay Samachar *’ 
and Uie '* Jame Janishei;!/' A Parsi* 
crier or two went round the native towji^ 
halting at centres where ljusuictrs men 
and women congr^aied- All the ves* 
sda were owned by l*ursi shipowjierSi 
fine of which bdimged to tiic hrSt Sir 
Cowasii jehangir Readymonej* of hiian- 
cial fame. Thet# were a ctmplc of 
criers with lungs of bra^ and ^entormn 
voices, Racli took his itim. The crier 
wmUd stand at one of the nccognlMjd 
Imsineis centres in the native part ni 
the Fort while all and sundry gathered 
round him. He then proclaimwi the 
date on which the vi^ssel would starts 
the nanie of the bunder from which the 
start would be made, tlie names ofthe 


^5 


port^ at which it wtJtilti anchor to em¬ 
bark mid djAcinbark passengeoL Tluse 
stentois alwa^'S tickiirf my .Tmthful 
ears, and melhbks I tntagtne thdr 
voi^ stJU ringing. The programme 
of the riq)ar^o „f 

be rqic=ittid m different market ijlacca, 
>ut it vvas nt!V4fr known that thcxsir 
stnrrfy criem ^ orhtmiae 

throat. The i.rograminc was a khid trf 
recitation, os much as Utftt 
o the school lads, in fantastic clothes, 
who were made to recite their aritli* 
metical tables in a chonis to the 
re^jonse of the Mchtaji or Ihmtoji of the 
wdigenous nishiu " ,>r ■* paUishaJa 
(veniacnl^ schools) geiittaliy held freo 
o duige in the wmimodious venuidalms 
Jarge houses. Those rdics of indK 

^nay stiU 

wmiW r U^^irten:. p^-rhaps it 

Jtild ROT t,e anintensinig to give a 

Fngh4 oftl^^ profimmme in 

i6 


" ft as a public notice t<i 

the |iass«nger> going to Sttmi, that the 
steamer ’'FIox'* will positiv-elc «iil at— 

o'clock on ... the,..* ...instant. 

Fri»ni S«tat will sail to Oogo, and 
from Cogo ui Bhavnagar, Tickets may 
be had at the office oi Messrs.......... 

m the Haaar <^ate .Street till the evening 


Vessels in the Harbour. 

Oi i-ourse. the local dailies, l^glh^h 
and Vcmacular. gav^e occasional notices 
of these feiry vessels; but the subseti- 
bets to nnise papiirs were to be count’ 
ed as a handful. For the general irayel- 
tnjg public this oral advertbiement wns 
the most convenient and useful. Apart 
frimi the ferries just referred rhe har- 
InniT was always fill J of woe den vessels 
of divefsnaval constnictioji. Tkvrc were 
ships wiih tw'o sails and three sails 
called, ** do dulse “ or " teen dolee ** 
vahans ' Vahan ' meant ship, * do!cc' 
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There were (he Arab dhon-s 

pnnvs njid batteIhLs.- Thai thee 

;« the I arboex aad drove . litjddjv 
tt enng trade. There were '• 

n.em, „f ^ 

fCj.taccd bv Vcnir nWo 
•*nij jjetroJ IitmcJics. Thu nm^:. n 

««ntex 

the a,ei. "PalvT- T*l,f ”* 

■n.e Ime extenlj fxomttv I 
'teiids the Ballanl Met to tl, 

“■J o( tile buodex at wf rr™* 
K-mM bv Uie i.- ,'*»* 

-hid. SZe'T’r 

a„d ttel, dta.^* 

• ' 'P tt' proprietor. All 


tlicik; intm-aiting private btmders. 
St ri-ching as far as tile ilabim foreftltote. 
i\ ejc eventually bmight up by lliv G«* 
Vemmeut. nf Bombay when 1:Tic Port 
Tnwt wj^ fii3( estalilishwi in the eady 
Scvimtiefi* Foreign vessels of ail kinds 
were uiDoieri in the deeper w'ateis 
of the ^fidcUv Ground, while near the 
Cross Island were to be seen one or two 
of the vesschi ot the t’. and 0. Cotnpany 
wliich hod f«i its earliest motto *' Qttis^ 
Separabif,'' basily, there were the vessels 
of the Indian Navy, of just renown and 
distinction of which tlic Hast India Com¬ 
pany were most proud, having braved, 
many a battle and tiie breeze, whieJ^ 
were mooted more or less in tlie same 
area of waters where now aiidior the 
Indian Marine vrsaeJs. They were steam 
\*essels whicfi. by die light of the Titans 
of to-doy, may really l>e deemed so many 
minnows, Tlic Indian Navy^ in Uiose- 
days tmd a senior naval officer who 
resided near the dochs, about tlte samr 


pla.» where now lives tliG Direct w of Mil* 
Indi^i Marme. Uv was generally tallwl 
Uie Commodore “ and his band enliven¬ 
ed the ciilj-tn^ Bombay at the Band¬ 
stand once a week so Iohr <u> that 
war. nmmtainwL The dnh known ai> the 
Bombay Chib *’ was most gejiemJJy 
patrtmised by the officers of the Inaiim 
Kavy, Standing on the Apollo Bunder 
of the day, which was not ao far out in 
te sea as h^-dajv «we could goze and 
e^c; at thick forest of masts of 
foragi, siuppmg and never get tired. 

f* pirtutesfiue appearance 
esembhng the vessels to be seen t^dar 

Cafeutta, It was a favoumble resort for 

I>r<?sent. Vastly 
i-wpJffied and improvetl, as we view-i't 
«ow. the old bunder wouldl»affle identifi- 
•cation without apian of those davs. 
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CiiAWiK II.—THE HARIXjUK AND 
la's FOTENTiALrrrE^?. 


OK countlciis ages past lias the 



J7 trade in tlic* deep Araliian Sea 
ehhed and flowed, and it fe conceival>k 
lirat Imtg, long before " Hqitanesfk " 
ha<l levwiJtd its priceless ^alite to in¬ 
quisitive travTcllcffi and nations in pur- 
auit ot wcalUi and worldly man}’’ 

a piiniitive ituiTiiieT rmist have pliaiglied 
tlie trojiloil watetn. vvlifle sailtng past 
at no liMig distance t)y the srt'irJJ inlarafe 
set within the silver)' a«a, stanrling ai*art 
in Uieir stalely limeliness and uncon- 
scinos of the great and glorious destiny 
whtclL awnil.iid tiietti in tttiies to c?ome. 
Thej tnay have struck those ancient 
senfarei? as the Tslimds of the Blest* 
after the manner of the fablwl Hdirtdes. 
Anyhow i t has nut been recorded liy histo- 
rittns and travcllen uf antiquJtv tliat 
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tioso lalaaik were taKiwji to Lite cUv 
Ii5«l world or tliai & cepaviinu harbour 
lay where mighty aignsies njighl flout, 

rniougji trade ilmnish.d Dtiwoa, 
he Hast and the Wen. ftoa, timos 
taown. toy 

bea and the 1‘craaii naif, and merchant 
Mart to iity beiKecn Slnsa. the 

Sana^t " ihe 

,*“• ”0^«h.yand later 

^ twclleto have token rnty nmice „l 

Ule^ev^^^l Islands fr . - 

-a^irSiifn 

«l for centuries as th flourrah- 

eentre „n .f ^ <liatrjlm,ing 

bldia- for seat^me ““f • 

“"rne and 





tiii. Tliaim bOjicrsoliKl ii the luttrr 
111 turn has bcfli supersedcfE hy Bfmibatv 
these fauodred yeara lUid more. But 
it is a curious circumstimcc iJiat Uu' 
ifJaxids so long remained uiiisqilorcd. 
«inU Uie priedcisii vahic i>f tlie harbour 
ivliich the>‘ ftirm rciiMined tinrtc<iguhw(L 
Perhups no Crtiaoc stmiidcd mi the ri>ck>* 
shore lo iliiibliih to tiie \voihl n thrilhng 
riurrative of the island luid iis utilities 
imei b<i<iutje?». 

Monsieur A tie Perron*^ Rccurii. 

It was nut tilt Uic advent of the early 
t'ortiigue^e and Dutch, in search ot thf‘ 
wcttltJi of the East Indies ilittt Borit- 
bttim " csuue to be koo^¥n for its fiood 
bay;” and later trailers, iududnin 
Kieiihur, Wt imi record the pottmtbdi- 
ties of the harbour. It during Bn* 
eightcentli cejitwry that the value of rJic 
Bombay harljour came to W r^t)giti*setl, 
and Monsieur Auquaite) dr Fertoni Uie 
French scholar and traveller, in pursuit 
of a knowledge of the ancient ^'HjituVa^ 


the Par^if at Surat, hiis left Uis lywii 
strong impressions on record of the vahie 
of the Bombay harbour. Perhaps imHl 
the early period of the nineteenyi ct^ty 
none has rendered more invnlnable scr- 
vice rn Mnnection with rmr h&thmt and 
Its infinite potentialities both in times of 

>%air and peace than die Indian .\W 

an jncoinparalile service whtdi the mer¬ 
cantile genius of the P’ast India Ttmlmg 

but 

»ic *'«* 

ia.c t^rman i^nlf whose name are 

'■‘>-<l«>g«pliic r«*airh« in 
«»v gnti™ «„ iH,, b,^ 

‘■ the j wnu^k o( ,1.^ 

‘iL R in 

the Bombay Branch .t . 

Asiatic Sodetv whilt r 

juid Choitt-rr-f * fiastwick Low 

» j''' fm 

•■ distin*„w,oa R.rri«.^ * "* 








* 

As tQ the harbour itseJf it was rdat* 
«i in 1845 tliat itacnpacit:?' ^vas such that, 
tucaae of a fyrei^ iiir’asiotii, the entire 
anchored in a hav'eii 
of safety in the inner n^atera of vrhat m 
known as the Hog Isbjid, where ranm- 
ycars iigo a hydraulic lift was ea'cted 
to rq^air the battlcshijrs owned by His 
Majesty's Goi'ermu^t. Such bdng the 
cypacity of the harlxair, it is no wonder 
that shiiTt>mg from ail parts of die world 
throngeri tlierc for die puqnjses of trade 
efery bujo* sjfeason diuing the days of 
prewet dacks and pnM!!aimi period ‘1‘lie 
crowded,CQTididoii *'^1 the harbour Inul. os 
far hack ns 1845. engaged the attention 
of the BoinlKiv Govcmnient. The cou- 
simetion of a capacious wet dock in Mody 
Jiay w^as first mooled. and it is for the 
nicrclumLs and engineers of the dov' toss*}* 
Low' for the M«dy Bay docks might have 
daily provwl moreand more advantageous 
niid liow'. as trade developed, those migiit 
hnvt estaiided to the natural coast ISnu 
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of Eastem foreahom. ca cuursc. 

aU plant ajid tools and rjther liyilmiait 
appJianecy avaflable fur Uic hurt fifty 
years must have bcwi great. Hut tabtuir 
and materml were dieap, and it is no 
cataggeration to say that .^fody Ijnv 
Itocfa miglrt Itavr b«n ™«3tnict«l 
soQr ,845 Qt a cwiiidctablv Iks 

>**“■» »>><1 Vto.aia 

The Great Hiirricaae of 1854, 

Speaking «f the harW it ,.aiv 
l« miB«ung ta rwod tl«!Kr«ihumt-a.i; 
to otertook Bombay o„ endKovemln^ 
i« 54 - I« iras simviy btnrina on ijm 
evanng oJ that nnlucky .ky till th' 
galea gimv to a big cyclone, said b, 1,^ 
unpiecnhmttjd in the annuls of the city 
Its severity smrpa;5sed tlmt of tht^ 
which the* generation o£ 1830 lad 

w.m«aed. So it™ reiat«il;;^ 

men 91 the older generation. Jt wsls 
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<k5tructive stonii c&B&idcrabte magut 
ttxdi!. But the devastating eletneiil^ re^ht 
luive fhmtf Jaj-gi^tCT injuiy. Ictd it not 
Im^d for die opportune httivy r«iin tii?H 
fell in the ran early motimig. 'Hie galte 
had .ihated by snnrise Mliea it was 
possible to witness tUc appaltii^ dcs* 
tnitiion Uuii liad l«:«n wwnighl overnight 
not only -d the immense ivreckoge of alJ 
shipping bi the barhonr to ihc faxtliest 
rattretrutj* oF MajiagstfOi, fmt of tin: 
havoc to alt kiiitlis of properr^' on timd. 
not to i^eak of Uie liolocaiist tif thotte 
drowned in the sea. 

As a boy* of ten ye;ir s f liiiv^ a vivid 
iettumibnmc« of that stormy nigfii nnct 
the scenes presenteri to mo in the 
moiiung, living as I was in a houfse in 
old ilody Street whidi has both an 
eastern and westem inintage- 'Fliis 
castfTO frontage faced die rninparts and 
the moat behind which lay the }m\ . 
All thclA'cloiig n^ht. ftom ten tiUp^-t 
tuii tn the morning there wasnosleej}. 
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Tlic waves lashed in alt tlcir fifry 
even' ummeut against the stony ivalS 
of tJie lampart moab>, sending forth 
a roar wUidj was indeed terrific and 
past alt description We sat cowering' 
in mt bed, while grandmamnia allay«l 
oiir bo>-i^i fears and tried to drive 
away finr iittemiun fnun the tinThiw 
moanhigs and grtnintngs of the sttwmy 
bay by faity tatis from the .Irabinii 
Nightfi. ishe recalled the ijtor^' of same 
provions stnrmii and lulled wnr dabhcT' 
Raitel ycnih into a Jdnd of semi.u-ake- 
ftUite«v In the itcinse itself tJj© win¬ 
dows of the termee were blown awgff 
m diverse dlrerttdns. some folfing with a 
loud n*iise in the ' diowh.” Terrific 
crashes of thunder were hs*ard, while 
through the ditnks of the wocidim 
ftdndows. there dashed c^^erj- mcaiMSil 
orked fighiuing which struck no Ittlle 
terror into our heartXv incspcrienced« 
wc Were m iihtnomenal physical 

^fislnrbancu. t>ir Iwyh^wd Ml if 
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Kixcy m^ute tlie bouse would totter 
usd fiUJ burying All i 

AppalUdg DcVfiStAtioii. 

Slceid«s« we arose in tiic eariy 
aionung* On the windows to 

see what bad stret* 

died before us the '' Assaye or ti^e 
“ Puji}aub‘^. It was a veritable leviathan 
afloat, on tlie brine which, having 
biukcii its anchor at its moorings, 
drifted along till the walled eastern 
(oTcshotc and the battlements arrest¬ 
ed its course and made a wreck of 
it. 'Xbe bay was full of all sorts 
of native craft totfsing on ^-he still 
oomewhat stonny billows while uiaiiy 
hwl sunk, their tcjjjjuaiste alone being 
viable. Strewn in the Imy were scot 
floating a ^urietj' <jf prexlucis. chief 
among whicJi w'ert thtmsajHls of ccicoa* 
mrts and wtton docras. Ibneiging 
from my bouse a little later on b» 
the day, and strolling for curioai^y s 


5 

fake in Ensi Esinimrt R«w, ujjid, 

' “s Uie Wmi Rnai 

oI Iwdien „f the rirmencd 

nigljt 1,. ihe iwiiart, 

*,r“* “I-T'^naice. 

smnt^ as if tli^ were <|» mam- »nr- 

S t" r ’5""'” “I* '’■ «■' 

pint U bin doiianhnal nuft Tlinc- 
ha owed baidan trees were^inxned 

end the oil,re road was fuU „t neutered 
eaves an, t^afa aad l,,rk,.- nTSe 
iteelJ thesune n„ee,aA. 

Kampan Row and Ksplroiade R„a ^ 

Wi-^T- "* “'W«* 

to^^l '" ">'icb Uie 

^ t ”” a"™* "i®'" ta><« 

naed. Tlie manJan fnjm Baaar liaie 
mid (rem Church Oate dared ™ 

^ complete wan lb. bavoi.. IMen 

nd«vn, portionn of baek ^ ^ 

wWonlT'”^ •eiraces bad heat 
' ‘“‘d fiiUeu eUewhere that 


30 





it Wtti to ncccittut far h<iw the 

v^‘!ocity anii the ferocitv t>f tlie cveloiie 

• ^ 

Ua<l tJtme this ivorh. lifahuit foreshort 
atifl Mahim wiHirbtcdd the-'>aitie tale. Co¬ 
roner’s Junes wer held at tenif>onity mor¬ 
gues impres!ie<l in certain centres of the 
Fort ami the town beyond it. Craw ling to 
Apollo Bunder, whilst on an ijufiiecticin of 
ritlicT places.in the Fort, rve w^ere greeted 
at e\-ery him witJi similar scenes of rack 
and ruin. It seemed awhile as if Miattiic 
Jtiid fkijie her w'otk and only vestiges 
rt-nutihetl to tell Uic late of ivoe and the 
aftcnnatJi of that eventful X'henonienaii- 
*>f cofurse. Uiose intciested tfi leara all 
about the hurncanc may ransack the 
files of tlie local papers of the clay to 
renlLse the enormit}^' of the loss of life 
and proj>eity that occurred, and how 
ftombvW only narrowly escaped almost 
total dcEtmction by die mercy of Pro' 
victencc. Tliat terrific stomi reculls to 
m> mind the dtscriptiuri by the great 
classic dramatist o! Uie fniy of the 
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windfi whicb blew in his days ‘ un the 
iiorthem , coast <rf Kuniric r 

So Wint-nnifr th« inry of thn tivtn 
'Hjp tnMihluot imnJtniTnrm mt / 

cfettHikffl* i}j thtivett, 

Same t)>t; chamliccH «| tiu e^, 

Smoe fr^nn Uie tbtrl *ujj, «r wftwir, 

At muii^ he iheili hw angry ^lue^ 

Or whA the «t4tn (lint iirinkliii# %ht 
TWnfwmvIeinirh tti ArtiJr n%hb* 


. jKfwyhw-,VH|im 


3a 











nr— li.'iRUEST makkks 
nF THE Bt’lITHNG 

uF THE FORT* 

hough Heptanesm," front dnyf 



^ lost in I he mist of agesi pos'se^sicfl a 
juagniliceiit i^eabaaid. it was not reco;;^ 
iiisctl till tilt whitligig of Time in ft* 
ccajidea*^ course, had. soon after its 
awjuisitioii hy the British, revealed to 
a growfng and ventnr^enne prxiTilatioji. 
full of trading instindts, the pricele^ 
gifts wttli which Nature had endowed k. 
Its value wa*. no doubt discented hy the 
Portuguese, the Dutch and theic pre- 
t{uccssor& for some centuries before But 
to the Briti!=it must be awarded the credit 
of having reajgniecd and api>r«iated 
its incomparable utility as a gteat 
hartxnir of inGnitc capacity for pur¬ 
poses of a IV ell •organised and system¬ 
atic trade It was the genius of the race 
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of tUt‘ Df[ikc5 and Uie wiio 

willi a ck:ar g^ae foresaw the potent in* 
litiiss and po^bilities of ttie dowry wliidi 
a British monarch had recf^ed from the 
than navigatois and the nrat marittme 
nalk»n of Europe who had trader! with 
Jhc Iwist Indies, 'riins it came to ]>a$s 
that the imperauve nfces 3 it>' of pm- 
tetting the harbour from the peritt* 
dicaj piratic ijtvasjons of the Sid&i**. the 
3ior»lii-sdhe Anerias and utiiets. re- 

cogjimd Tmc it is that statesmen ;md 
wa^ioTs. soldiers and saiitn^ mercliants 
juid bankenf. judges andisciiolars, -diip- 
=mii 

•111 I wl contnhutoJ to the making of 
^a, .ittia a,oir reapeetive ^.cte 

^ l■.1^htIW0I». J.-,e.e and Rav. Ami 
tJwnghilm nanus of the latter uirce ate 
kuutehold rror* j,, Praadeimt jn-l 

l..m7w T ‘'“a-try. it .a si.1 

tile -eat 

"fl'f Sr<!a(i«se.mii 
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prosptiity of tlie town and island of Buoi- 
ba>% sJwuld Iiav^c btcn forgtptten- Httw 
oblivious arc wc of Uuose meinontbli: 
foiind^^. tlu' (food men and true, who 
unobtmsively did their arduous, nay 
tiefiliouSt wnrk. Cflriiig naiiebt for name 
and lame at tlie dose of the seventeinit.li 
and the contmenceiufait of tlie eighteenth 
centuries 1 the iliustnous roll ot 
lliose men whose sagneity Jiad been in- 
stnmienlal in the makii^ of Bombay, 
their names should for ever stnnd in tlia 
front rank as pioiieeis. 

Kafly History of ihe Fori- 

Describing what has been caUed 
'‘tlie Fort" these two centuries 
aa it praenteil itself b* the giute of the 
^{enecaiion of die Fifties and Sixties >‘1 

the nincteeaiUi ecntuij-. wc are i^niiided 
of I'l ii vjuch pioneers whose forefiigiit ^nd 
sciitesiiumship are iniiniulely aswJCUUed. 
with its coiBtmction whcreviir thcN' iaiid- 
cd It was Gerald Attngier who» having 
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recognised the Lncatculabie value of 
Bomljay as tigreat eoiijorium of seaborne 
tiade, cuiliaiked on fonuulating^ & pnt- 
jeet for the protecticdi of Uie hailxiiir 
and the safety of the population from 
those bold and mtrqdd marauders, the 
Indian Viking.^ of the Western Coast. 

They were most vcittnrcsomc and trouble- 

somc during the occupation of '* ijom- 

bam " by lilt Foituguese. Tlie project 

of surrounding tlie eastern and western 

for^ores witli rainirarts was taken oa 

»und ty Auntnet in 1683. tt was, Uow- 

wer, earned into execution bv Charles 

some Forty y<ani JtenmnFs. 

Whateva umj havo l«a, ti.e mUiUiy 

f* * times, it was in 1715 

ttat he nnd^„k ^ 

!ort! ***“' '•■'tifiotions From 
■ortF. to sontl. and cast to west in 
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liarbour thus came to be enclosed by 
high raiupurts with bastions and moats 
and drawbiri^cs. What is still called 
** Bo!nT>tiy Castle '* was tiie pivot of 
tht>se foritficattons which extended fmm 
the Apollo Bunder to the eastfrm 
foresltore as far as Si. Geoige's Hos|>i* 
tal and Uicnce to the west, where now 
stand tile Empire Buildings to the far¬ 
ther extremity where what is miw christ- 
cncel the College of Science was enckir?* 
ed. This targe area, coveting some 
two iniJes and more in length and abmtt 
tliree quarter miln m breadth, was 
enclosed and ended *' the I'ort." tJn 
these tamiiarts of great height and thick¬ 
ness ^'cre mounted guns at various 
strategic centn^. Ttie bastions, tlie lait 
renmant of which is to be still seen <m 
tiic eastern frontage or .St. Oeoige’s 
Hospital, on the Frtuc Road, were also 
rnoiintcd witli heavy pieces of artiller%\ 
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Rumnun of War. 


I 


War anti ntaxmisi of war bctwceit 
Jhe KngUsb 0)1 the oiu^ liutfl and Uie 
f'rcnch rtutl S|>anti£li tin the oilier were 
^ jiiretnely pltiitifnl. So mitcli so ttiat 
ffi 1739, owfng to ilie tr.iwWe Rivtjji by 
tlieMamtha jiirates and inmours of war 
l.y England against Ftajiee and Simin. 
tl:e merchtiiits were in a stale of ewn- 
jdertiation. Basaein Ftnl had fallen. 
Hioy sohscribed Rs. 30,000 iowardi* 
tiie expenses of eoustnieling ditches ctli 
oJtmd the Fort walls. The work was 
liiUy complettjd in 1743 ut the cxiiense 
of ai lakhs. Tbo war was actutdlr 
licdarcd in 1744. so that Ihjntbay 
haihour and ttjwn were made tjuite 
from the invaders. Bttt rhning tlie 
interval up to 1762. adchtions-uerc he jig 
ti.nstsmtly made to the fortilicatkais 
by mcai^ of bastioiut and buttresses^ 
At the same time an old fortress wlucU 
liiid stood on die Dotigri Hill 




was 









detuulMlcd biiinp do&e to the town 
!md therefort^ dangerous. It Iras been 
i>lfidally plat'd! on record thnt by (70,1 
I’rfimbfly was made ’* fnlly Inningnable. ' 
This wtU' *' the Fort '* m T 74 i- The 
military strategy oi the ago nirght r>e 
jfiressed frtmt what yet remains of the 
dbiiiiantled fortifications, east and west, 
rt seemed as il the fortifications wen* fti 
constructed on the Mainland tliat gun 
•litHwered gun and fort replied fort f Till 
tlic year iSfer, these fortificatioir* ail 
rinuid JBqtnhtry stood fast and the gcmir' 
ration wbidi flouriislied then liad heeii 
:il»lc tv realise wliat the makers of 
Utaubay had acbie'i'ed in mat,lets defen¬ 
sive during the previous hundred years 
anrl wore of threatcnutl foreign in^waion. 

Trade folhiws the Ragi 

Mcanwlule. witJi greater security, 
the I'ort, more or ^ vast 

]>utrh uf green as viewed by many » 
travdhrr of the time, wa** fast built 
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'>!xw. Pnhlic office and rteidarce os 
.«a as buaincs and h««e ..f 

the wco)iJ,:„ da» sprang up brakiv 
wrthm thu ar<Mi amnirised Tnide lite- 
fai^Hvtd the Hag. uJiich b itiiU 

waving ovw ” Botnbay CasUe'^ tlie 
Casth* jtseif descrihtti as a rsal 

t *^i?’**^ ^fength, strongly giiturlttl 
05 htiropean troofjs who hail tbdr 

° - “-“t -atww pile ..! 

l>u,lihnsa „Llch .till seve e k Luitl- 
mart to rejoind how „dl u,* ddcniicrji 

iiiJf'r ^ “■* P<»«=- 

of Chute n. j^ny ^ 

devote more less to pacrfnl nor.Ko 

of goods retjui red hy the tifi<rt4T., 

Indian anri tN <^mTjig tiwuia, 

«‘ht tora. llK. 

•^‘vo builctags akirt the two aide 
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from within t^' gain h conqplet^ know* 
{edge not only of the sotidily of the 
bmlilittgs but tbdr con^itnictivn and 
accommodation from the military point 
of s'icw, 

** Hoinbay Csstlc/' 

To Um present generation Bom- 
Imv Castle " js only a name, a legend, 
'fhe anthpuirUm and the cumiita may 
atill view it by pennisaon «jf the proper 
jiiilitai)' nutliorilica. But it must have 
been for a century at the least a stem 
reality for the great object m viw. It 
was the ceiitre of the defences of ihe 
Bolt it» cojiatnictictl by tile genius of 
the Moltke^ of the ilay who advised the 
tioveniinent# Itut he wunld in vain at¬ 
tempt to nealise ** Castle'' in the setese in 
wind* we read descriptitins of gueli hi 
]nioms and navels or rcnnance Poetry 
there may have been, and ranumce aJ^. 
but tlie piping times ot peace which Bom'^ 
bay has enjtn’tti for a century and more 


liiirt- !,-u4lv ” Bgmlwy Castle * toe 

i>«isaic ,md rtf little mterc^ exet^.t tn 
tli« liistckriiui rtr the ettnuus^ The gHtef^ 
i^re there, hoar}’ trith Age- Ai any 
rate the writer had sem them b his 
L'tJj'hood, Tl»e metats and ditdies giid 
drawbridges were Uiere thtmgh, iier- 
cJmnce, they are mere ciirinsitJws at 
Freicnt. Arid one can say with Scotr 
thentgh the casUe gates have lieoi 
I ling Djroi tjie drawbridges and utlrer 
aiudmitces have grown ijuite rusty ami 
ar focictrig and swlngiag about 
^Iter the fashimi «f ad thbgs old of the 
tOHl, ViOTKl in my boyiiomi. it <r.« 
evfii tha. an olmolet. '■ i,|m» ,( 

^o rtmilrt old Rims and cannum and all 
son* ,d sinsiis *„* t,. be a«n m abuad- 
««« here, there and ever,-where a* 
■«r nmlled leisurely over the enure 
e grouiwl an bv 

I ™ ei-cning. Heavy iiTtlnanc* aiul 

r,f “7“*" in a bit 

hall Mfesuarded I,,. BiEifat 
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** When we were Buv^" 

To om" ItKJj'isftl miiiti (t wjia a rikin^ 
liUtce f<» reewatitfh. whfle the sight tA 
Llie «iidk‘rs. Olid tlldr i» 4 iiaiLf. 

10 the tune of drami and fai«» wfite 
it ounstaiit attiaction. AJtugcther, the 
' Btrtiibay CftPtlo '' reslitj' td itiy " 
lifjoii days lias a vivid oonier in uiy 
tuind and mw and aspiin inuHjttiatMiii 
ciirrks me back to tht»e days so thut 
I msiy once more skip loid nvitn 
ond play the dummy Milriki I 
used to do. Though “ Bonilmy Castle ** 
inspired me and other witli 

uwc, we were iieverflightened by die 
Iieavy pieces of ordnejice pyramidicalls 
arranged here. tJwre and ci^crjwhcts- 
Somelinus wa stroilt^l to tlie foot oi the 
llagslafl to watch how the l^nion Jack, 
Itntteruig at the tnasl, bravtng mam n 
breeze, was hauled down at sunset m the 
rerdlle beat. .And iHimetimes we met 
uiUt pleasing sights of domrstkity which 
4.ickled and amu^ as, os a t- »aunt"red 


•U 


f 


m the rtireetfcm of UmiU quartets 
of the soldiers. Tlie JUddHoofcir^ la^MsS 
would call the potiJtn' at ei,-entiitie 
to their cag<^ by wliLstling and offerhi)^ 
grain, the little babies would play lutd 
sometimes we would join in the amusev 
m^t. Perhaps tbr^ amenities in tlie 
rahlst of hard soldiordife in the Castle 
were necessary to while awav time. 
ITns wus die way in which the Castle, 
the scene of our boyhood, now ami again 
dfclighteil and tmtiresacd its. 

A CommantfcTMa-Chicf's Funeral. 

tJnc more inddeiil nmj- be leUtted 
Wtfrt m connection wiUi the Castle. 
In the early part of the I-'jfdes lit runst 
h. bctw.«, ,S,.„ 

Ki«.t nimuij ftmera] and the 
was most impressive while the inmps 
massed in trait ol .Si, Tlmmas Cathahal 
mid the sMvice was going 
^mthedml itself. The imieial was that 
of a Cnraniandet.in^aiief ,|i^ 
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in Poona and who il was said, w'ss 
cua&ected with royalty. The coiliii ol 
the deceased was u/tcrwaids taken to 
“ Bombay Castle and dqiosited on a 
catafal([ue in the arsenal room pending 
ite conveyance to England. Penmssion 
was given to the public to view it and 
(lutclies in limited iiumbets were allowed 
to enter the room. But "Borabay 
Castle^' was diveste<l of all its mhitaty 
glory and ordnance m the sixties wbeii 
Uie Kirkee factoiy' was established, 
and the only thing which reminds 
IIS to-day is the customary “ Covem- 
tnent Gazette “ w^liich dates all rcso' 
lotions of the Prr>*c(jEn5ui from that 
locality. It no doubt tlje scat of 
power and authoriijv while the head 
of the Slate resided in " Goveam- 
ntent House" on the opposite side 
«[ tJie road I the pienjises for y ears 
known as the old Secictariatj Jonathan 
Duncan of happy memoiy being the 
last of the Governors who ruled in 
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Bombay from tU*it historib Thuft 

*Iiniigli tUe gat« of tl^CMtle 
ttre still there is to be itf* 

"•luive^ a^awbtfdge'^ which cm 
roch or 


OR 


= [T 
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chattee IV.—mn I’ORT v\KJi 

ITS RNVTRONMKNTS AND TUI-: 
TRIPLI^ TRANSrORMATinN' OV 
BOXiBAY, 

Tai> wOt ts<ic nrluiL duince wiH ffn 
Within ibe ttfcii i;iEii!ithii fw 


W HO has nnt realised tlifc sBaohtte 
truth of the feQcct'mn enilxidieti 
in the lines qnutcd cibove ? Naticms, 
AA nnid) as coiutimnitii^ hitlividual^^ 
arc for e\'cr tlie sport of Oiance. At thit 
very hour the world of eavilfsatiwi 
tremulouidy watcliing the iw^ihle isaiies 
’Which a chance* oecnrrenct: of fi tnt*si 
tragic cltnmctef has wrought on the 
baitlehchl of the European Continent 
It was idnince that Ictl to the nninlcr oi 
thr’ hm to the aironc of the ill-fatcti 
JIni>jtburgs tmd of hif* conaort. Krr 
the rinntrafsi! tragedy was four w'tcfc* 
old. Etircjic has tiecome the scoic of a 
Moody wur tire Nice of which has not 

««|J4[bvi*ti til ti« n ihliWutc iflnitaMU 
aoi « 4 ;tianiQi’. 
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lean known m thv bistory ol die worfd. 
But what may fee chance w'hich bri ngs 
forth at tini^ momentctis [jfsiics of a 
fur-nsachii^ diameter for a commujiity 
or a nation ? Vour metiphysical philo¬ 
sopher explains that what wc calt Chance 
is a perfectly logical sei|ti«jice of aheiUaiy' 
swn <jr Tiitseeji* C*iuses hfivc 
their origin in effects. " The effect de 
fective comes from cause, ” 'fliw logi* 
cat sc(|uencc is as inexuroMe as Nature** 
laws. Chance is but another name for 
tilts iDexomble logic of events. 

Chance. 

Speaking of Bomhay. it may be 
said with truth that it is Chance whidi 
has ccmirihnted to her present greatnesft 
Chance made her in the first instance a. 
Britidi posscssfon. Chance led to her 
humble beginning as an entrepot ol 
trade and commerce. Chance was vastly 
wmtributory to her "making^' during die 
hundred and fifty years and more. 
Thus It came to pass that Chance 



unmade what it bad made a eentory 
before. It was Chance that in i8b2 
levelled to the grcfncd the fottiiicatiw> 
btijltand comjdetcd in i745' is Chance. 
^ again, which at the present hour is entire* 
Iv effacing her many old landmarks and 
erecting new ones which Time is certain 
again to demoliab. The lotvD-planner 
ajrd the sanitarian are busy making a 
ncsiV, heaJtliy and aesthetic Rfttnbayv 
It is the dreadful outbresik of the plague 
that has afforded tliis chance of reemt- 
stmction and renovation. There is in*t 
the least doubt tl»eLc^k oJ Events has 
within the last three-score years transfi¬ 
gured the loumand bhind three timt«. It 
Is a tmnsfigurcmetit which was imdrenml 
ot Ijy the Keneration which [Itjnrisibi^tl 
in the Fifties. Th^, fimt trajisforiaflthm 
was coeval with the kweliing down of 
those stupendous Fort rantparls whirfr 
had so well protected tlie city lor well 
ziigli a caiturj" and a iptarter. It led to 
the uprising of ii new of buildin^'^i 
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e\*er wl* i. **** *jeattty far 

Oilbwi '^.** '*** *” f“““ »f Sir 

ai^T ,. “*■ '^™'otdiao fame 

aid Sir Omige Birdwood of brigbl 

rr;;,. '?;* •■>'» o»c ,0 S. 

fct one f* 

<hc Ei](hli^. 

mdiiS*' "“? "'‘"““d mothe. 

^.o,? todoatriaUmu 

•tiro sLr ‘‘I!"”* 

lo Uie n.Ii fl'dicalwl 

mJ.^ ^-, iJ Covemon,. 

'•S^sTatrr^^^-ofoffoi 

«i villa ramr-i foi* purposej^ 

vLU,i resiricnces tv^r^ eli'm-i 
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tUf workhiiji ol King Coitoa TJie ver¬ 
dant groves wild the sturdy antt ataldy 
trees under whose graceful sbatlows 
nestled many a villa and i.'ountry house 
of otif local magnates and money lorda 
were swei>t au'uy with the rapidity of 
the priiphet P gounJL IndustTiaJ cap*' 
piig ni drove out .Ci^dlliinism who. Uiere* 
fore, planted itself thickly «n the br^y 
Malaltar and Ctunli^ttla HiUs The 
suburbs were arxiropriuted by lire cotton 
mills and U*e jerrj't.niildcrs of Uie day 
found drawls, irow- reducc-d to slums, for 
tire acconmitxifl troll of the growmg in¬ 
dustrial population. tJgty utilities dt&* 
placed the vcrdiirtt beauty of those fine 
suburbs of our yatithfiil days where we 
lUiw and again usetl t'i sojouen at weelr* 
ends and during lioliclays for a tine whiff 
ut the bracing ouuiitr’ ah’ so salutary 
to our physicid welt-itc. Trade also 
appropriated a part of the eastern 
forestioi'c ^intl di'Jfitay* ■ 1 its first pair 
of wet docks ivhidi the enterprise 
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of the puhlic spirited! Chamber .if 
Commence. Jed by men of calibre like 
James BytJicn, Kittridgc. and 
«cured from a too consenmtive Oovem- 
ment. partly scared away \yy the an- 
c y ack Bay enterprise, and partJv 
starv^ for u-ant of the eteinaJ pence. 

U^gh ,le fim p,rfatoo- pr««, ,,, 

OF finance „„ 

<5eniit>Ie- I^gstly the 
hnw M. I ’ « gencrattou nrnv 

nuk,.^ Bombay nfitnas® ,J,c 
tl..r,l great ttansformation. It h (f-i 

ho 0, then infancy lu„| from 

Oieir ancescora raaay a thriHing talc 

?"7*“ '■“«»«« Ifat between 

UiKlnnil. rranecand Torttev on the 

ofcatleanilRu^ia ontha otimr - 

^■i^ans arc caming,'’ •• a,c Ra^i„,„ 

"'wniing, waaihcciywahadheartlin 
n^t-aandtrapitonattheth^ 
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tnvasioB of India vnf I^g^'pt tlmt 
warrior tyrant who had terrorised Enroije 
at thecltisc of the eightc«ith and tliecom- 
raencemcnt of tiie nineteenth centtiryf 

The Triple TfansformalioH. 

llius has Bombay of the Fifties of 
tJie nmeteenth century undergone thr«- 
avatars, each surpassing it® predecessor. 
Who, then, roay eotture to foreca?* 
what the lAigic of Events will do when 
our little planet has gone the round of 
the glowing orh of day twelve iiiontlis 
hence ? I hop*' 

time to finish my uwn labour ol pickim; 
shells from the s.^ds of Bmnljay and 
construct mj' skeleton history of the 
Triple Transformation which unlike the 
Triple -Ulionce will cult' breathe Feacc 
and Goodwill. Meanvvlitle the huftor}' 
ol the Fort may be concluded As 
already observwl. the (ftmngcst hnlwark 
was the '* Bombay Castle/‘ The ram- 
parts with their moats and ditches. 
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their driiwhTidgt:^ iiHfl eit- 

The Castle 
Its ott'n itjcfcj* base, an ever- 

m«ght bave ^wod auhiJe cm the top of 
cither the F^asu-ni tiiazar} t;ate or 

1 r , *late might have 

iK-hdd hn.v hy U,e l^nrt oi Rcmli^yj* in 
the Fifties, The military of that 
age must have seized in ^ trice Uie con- 
of the strategist nho planned 
Ute fortafiwittcms. To om Imvhood gaze 
those frow-Jimg ramptrts Jooteil tyclo- 
pean in their diinensujiis atid stately in 
Jcir great solidity and impregnabiiitv. 
T^-a miiw md more in chcTwiiferenci. 
they began in a somewhat broken line 
at U,i- Apollo Oato. lo ^UoK Mic to- 
mln.y where stajKb the \VelIh>gi„„ Fo„„. 

tam-o shabhy o,em„,}ej of the i™. 
»ote. on evert^ ,UHe,«in to Ih,.„boy 
winch rt B to he devnitly hope..! 
n^itant m a Wronete}- wouhl wipe rB_ 
™d erramnnlloted po,„ Uie Mhii and 




tb« Mody Bay where. del»oiiching neat 
& giajcts, stood to the nortJi wfiat was 
tcnovoi as Fdtt St- George towards the 
west, haying the three*goted stmctiite 
Ij.etween, just nhout the localitj 
Victoria Place ** (the old BhattmbagJ 
till they enried somewhere ;a1rtmt the 
pTCsent College of Science. 



Chapter V,—A BIRD’S^eyiE VIEW 
OF TBlv FORT IN THE PIFTlEi?* 

to the east were cnllcd East 

ttart- lUmpart. TJ,o narrow stneo 

<>w. West and Rampart Row, East j-jjj 

wtsterji riysiparts huA ^ i * 

♦Usa « nan a big stjetdi uf 

tta now nUndged mmVa, i,diind tltem. 

T >■“ -sat 

as th?” ^ “ nortlierly direction as far 

Pelt S* ^ 

‘ul w Comiuissioncr s OBfe, and [„ , 
rou mr > direction as far as tiie Floral 
tomtom and beyond it. 'E,. ”"1^ 
maidan was divided into t^w^. 

^rth ^ s^aio,. 

aurcli Gate, we entmed a fortided^ic- 
"•» witiehliadto be crosaJr ™ 

•If two maadve gates tiU the foo/„”*“'' 

R« or the veUicie emerged 
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side, going cither south or north. The 
Tiorthem roatl was the one now widened 
and known as the l£splanode Road, and 
the southern (jne equally widened as 
Rumi'-art Row, West, commendng from 
tJie sduth^'svest comer of tiie Clmieli 
Gate Street to the place where now 
stands the equestrian statue of Kiru; 
Rdward VTI. The western ramjwrls 
had at intervals a " sally gate" and 
drawbridge u'hence egress to the maidaii 
was easy. At certaiti inten^als there 
were also found inaiij' spring wells, the 
gift ol bene^^olent citbiens for the pui^ 
ptise of supplying water ot which tiiere 
was till 1865 a regular yearly famine in 
all parts of the citj'. During die summer 
months might be seen from early dawn 
to dewj' eve, and even up to midnighl 
bevies of women and girls of the differ¬ 
ent communiti^ residing in the Fort, 
drawing ivater. The wdls were crowded 
a nd such was the ketfU alertness to be 
eady enough to gel a turn to draw Llie 
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vraWT thut qucmloti;: scctuis (iccmrcrf and 
choice was iiot uniittard 

It 'Was indeed a harrow’iiig scene 
for a stTanger to ivitneis Uiose crmvds 
of robust women iKiticntlj- waiting for 
a collide of hours to fill their hiindas 
or diattics. Drinking n-atcr from weUs 
was dear cnougli am] sinsUl casks loadctl 
wHth the priceless neccsssary of life used 
tti be drawn in Ittiiiock carts ui the 
Fort to be sold from Uhiise to hrmsc ai 
two and four annus for a single ktin/fn. 

Weddings on fhe Ramparts. 

llnfl'vailablc as tbest; rantpnrtTi had 
liewjmt* for their original military- piir- 
|JOse, it was not iiifre^piently Ote cast 
that wedding m^indapx on tftdr fij* 
were allowed by iiermission of the proper 
BuUiorilics, to be creeled liy the wcfil- 
thier l^rsis and llindns. That part of 
iJic rhmpnrt which was oppijsitc to itic 
hemse of Sir Jamvetjee ^tjibhen' 
(now <»ccupied by Messrs. Kvnii** 



atifl Cfimpany) w;jh friKiuently m de- 
maud (IS being* most eligilile and con~ 
\'ciiieiit, Alanisiges in tlie Tfunily of 
tJit first Baronet were mcirc tlian once 
edebmted there, and s<i also were dinner 
parties in connection with the weildings. 
Baifj'like was tlie iicene to be viewed 
on the top of this part of the western 
rampart from the ievd of the rOait 
below, llie jjhfJoscjphcr may reflect on 
the joyous use to wiiich now and affain 
the ramparts were put ami dacailt oh 
the vjciisitudes of time f l^ici the stnt' 
wart engineers wlui erected ttio^‘ miU* 
tary stmetures ever dream tltot wlmt 
was meant for jmqicses of offence mrii 
dffenct sjiould oome a cetitntylalcf to he _ 
used for ptriptwes of revelij and merri- 
ment. and that the hesauty and fa^ihm of 
nonvLihy sliould occaskmallv eangregiiu* 
there and hold high jtnsj* lit whidi 
even rrov^emors sumetimes (Miticipatefl f 


The SaUy Qates. 


As to the sally tjntes there was one 
for popular use* the exact situatiosi of 
whidi was on the rampart oppasite the 
present Alice fiuUUmgs. ITje otticr on^ 
which led to the outer inaidan, where 
is ncnv the lilayo Road and the Ovidt 
was just opposite the Imilding of the 
old Commeroal Banking Cnrpomtioo 
that we to grief in liJhtj, the same as 
amplified vertically and laterally in the 
middle of tlie seveniies, and now in Htc 
occupation ot Messrs. Thacker and Com* 
pany and where the la te Sir l\ AL Mehta 
had his diamhtJrs foi well nigh forty 
>'ears. The two ga tes known as Cliurch 
Gate sto^xl on the viite where stands the 
IToral Fountain. There was n guard 
room 8,t the north-west comer of the 
street, Uie sanu: ground where isi^rcd 
the big premises occtt[)ied by the Hasi- 
cm Bank. There was also another smaB 
guard house in the space between the 





tret and the second InduJti trocjps 

lived bn this iri3.ni room and i^'atched 
the gates. On tlic top of the first gate 
was the quarter of the regimental officer 
who commanded tlie guards and ahove 
H waldi was kept by relays of sentry 
Imm evening till the dawn oi tlie day. 
The statue of the Karquis of Wellt^ey, 
now, alas, relegated to an obscure cor¬ 
ner of TSlpliinstone Circle Cardens, stood 
Just Pt the north-east comer of llie Tost 
Cffice. 

TJie eastcni ramparts Imd tliree 
gates. Pasising out of the second gate 
in n north-easterly direction, well [pro¬ 
tected by moats, was situated Fort 
St. George, where was located tJic force 
of the EurOjpean Artillery. Tlie entire 
area oi the Imtacks has now been en- 
dosed by rhe centra] and Other bltichs 
of the EuTOi>ean tlciieml Hosipital, Part 
of the Fort was the‘sj>acenow known as 
St, Cef>rge*s Street, commencing at the 


wIiCTf if ' '"' ‘' '^***'*'«y - ml endinK 

n»f .i-i!i. 1. ■ ««"-« aar- 

»l'rii« TlirxOTB*^^* * yiaJiciracdim 
n<cfa which f ^ "fUielwr- 

tTu lire r “■• *»■“' 

u r„ Tt “»«». 

Post oir-*“"c.“'' 

and tho"^ II *’*' was thare 

sentq. o„ ii,. ^ 

»■«« nuatid. ^hf^ “t 

Mmlh-ivci-ii***^ ^ ''ntiivandaa 

as far n« II °**^f*^' unbroken line, 

“k ™ ,'. 

whicli giive*'ac\, **!' •Jnmbridge 

Shore! ^ *" *'■" ““‘em fore- 
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A Vc)(c(fli»le Market. 


Near tins was a vegetable 
market fnr the Htndus. The genemi 
market for the stale of vegetables, fruit, 
fish, etc., was oji die Mint K-oad. the 
exact locaifiy l>e]iig on the road where 
the tfatu mils are laid jurt opposite the 
footpath of the Fort Market. T}te 
eastern ramixms had on the basement 
cellajs (Ml its I tort hem aide which were, 
it is said, used at one dme to mcarceratc 
Cifnujiids. The cellars were reallr of 
a nuKst borbarotts cliaracter and suited 
only to the civilisation of the tendi ajid 
twdflji centuries, Hiey were I'eritabic 
black holes, with tto light save that 
emitted from boles at the toji of the 
ramparts covered with large inverted 
fiiiuiels. The only windows at intervals 
were fixed nti the roadside. They were 
fit for the barbandcs of a In- 

qut&jfioQ but unlit forthecivi- 

li^tion of the British of the early part 



ot the ninctoentli centnn- Here vt 
*nay cpndude the histoiy of the Fert 
Tiroper of Bonibnj*, 

New Fsctore. 


The age which dcmantled those for- 
tificatiojis has passed away, Economy 
firalry of the nations of tfie West, fiavhiK 
lor theif principal aim and object, 
premaev of the trade of the East, has 
Itmg since been dead imi if the old 
ordex has {tassed away, a new age witli 
new factors has ushered in. Interna' 
tionol commerce has introduced inter- 
national ri%-alries Wars of tariffs arc 
common cvet>-where. IW have some- 
rimes l«l to mhei wars. India has 
Wsdf been whirie.! into the vortes. 
Her trade and commerce have so ex 
landed tltat their proiecriim demands 
a n^. *t of hulwatlts aud defences hi* 

raiH fnratica] tribes wiio 

m the aimi sea oil out western 
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coast Itovc disa{i(teait:d. but a new 
tribe of pirates bas arisen, aitd to de¬ 
fend Bombay' against sudi is a aiprctne 
Necessity. Tbe titanic straggle now 
ti ppr^TTig on tbe JlQjopean Contineiit is 
destini^ to brii^ forth radiral change, 
political and dommerdal These wou^d 
demand the lui^est exercise of fotesi^ 
and 5itatesinansh.ii» now to protect India, 
A new cojistnictivc policy d defence 
^nd offence m harmony with the nce^ 
and requirements of tin* countiy. must 
stwn engage the attentio/i of those res¬ 
ponsible for the future safetj- of India. 
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raged for several hours. Uic apjiliances 
for extijigui^big it beiug of the ino^t 
primitive character. I had heard ftriiu 
the lips of my grarKlmother in tin* Fifties 
^'hat a terribk* catastrapfhe it was. At 
the time the new’s of ore, large oi small, ^ 
was one to fill the citizcJis with extriinie 
canstematioii, for it meant, in nine cases 
out of ten, total destnietliiti «f life and 
imitierty. Natural!;' a fire, whimevn 
it occurred- was greatly fhended hy the 
residents Hving m -mcl arraind the lo¬ 
cality, The ranT]mit 5 . so d said, 
sctvwf a most viseful putjKiSis oi a signal 
elation fur giv«^ news lo the 
luce far and wide 'Hie military wcie 
generally callwl in •<> render evtrry 
pcL'isnilE* assistance in dm absence of any 
large liody t*f jiolicetrtcit untl^ anytfiniK 
approaching einm the ^etul'Iancc of *m 
organised fire brigade. lirutrtmera scfd- 
ing the top of the ramparts murchid 
uji uiid down and beat tlie drum- fhe 
vronung thus ^vcn fjjiTcad liUe wild lire 


and the city vvas tliu^ lipjirbed til the 
I tny^f renuMuber how i 
youUi J was JllJeti with fear Cfit hearing 
the occurrence of a fire which we were 
told in OTir infancy was to be regarded as 
something Satanic I Qrondnuunnui used 
to eieplam to us the apliorLsm in Gujerati 
that. iy>me uiiut may. a binglarv was 
to be preferred to a fire. Whelms tin 
ormer swejit away all die ricln^ or 
stores of a ItouBchold, the timbering and 
tlie roofing of tlie house n ere absolutely 
e. the hitter, in its flaumig and furious 
w-UKe, did mi even save the rafters 
JU the rof>fing liverythijig was l.mmt 
^ ^ Srotmcl* Wfuctimes burvinc slivc 
■ww'cnt l,i,4TOu.iiv.. ■n.j,Jj.. 

> mipressed on onr minds as the 
consequences of a fire, 


Art Anliriualerf Fire Slalion. 

In the rifties Uiere w^u, onlv one 
ro appl^ces station ttitlihi the whole 

anrl island of Bombay, It ta 
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the Fort, o^posiie wliat was tlien known 
tlic Green,—a circuhir patch left un- 
httUt from the JaiKcr ‘‘Green" in the 
prqier sense whkh F^'cr md oUiei 
travellers Iwui «!cn and descrilied as 
extendio;; the old Dockyard as 

far as SliuaRon- Of ctwrse, as 
tion grew a laigcr Jjart of it came lo 
be built upon. So the Bombay Gmm 
ol the Fifties w-as a drenUr patdi uf 
turf left (mbuiU, say wimncndug from 
Marine Strectr where still stand tU« opium 
Kodo^vns. and ending wttli the boundan' 
of Biihinstone Ciicle Cardens cn the 
north, the easterly road along the lowii 
Hall being the same ^d the westmn. 
just abmil the clrcnmferenco sarrmuwJ- 
inK it where there is a tamarmd t^ and 
a fountain, fonncrly a large well, wi h 
fteps dedicated by 0 jihilanthrofuc ci 
icn to quench tlie thirst of the way 
and of men of business and cottmi br»jk- 

era and otliecs transacting busm^ 

within the Bombay Green. TIic fire 
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»[>plJan«s were eotlniu; Iml a tarer 
n^Iier of mtiquotal Imnd pumps. 
TW were eoncenfret«l In a mcU.,«fie;.l 
u '■wcrwl enclosure and 

wit ^ “'ll'’ "Wf Ihe men 

**<■• immira lo He liciil- of 
"re wWer ft .wnrered The otSei 
of iBeure ^ 

r ‘T’’^ =>'«' Jo-S tr.mi 

Uo cal, jig, a 1 

■ut-eT '■"* “PH' 

u IT of flic da.-s 

Iw^ty ,„ay Le fo„„d <.« „ rj,* gr^a 
sumd iw» Moete of buadmjp 
® *r rjphmstom. Ciiele, u, ,he north- 

r conwf. fhuse huddingj. UU mwe 
K..n, ago. were occupied hy l lreir r«I«- 

he Bimlr »ml 

tHc Elphiostone Cite!.. I 
ttonc UunftAVeJt."^‘h* 

the amenities of the Boini *T 

Uc Piftie,. fomlMjy Green in 




The A^atdan. 


It rcraam^ now tf» tlescrihe the 
maitlan. As already stated, it was a 
wide stretch of green behind the whole 
extent of the western raniparts^ say 
from die sjiot where is now situated 
the College of Science to tiie Hnn>ire 
Buildings near Victoria PLiut% neyond it 
was also the tunidon, outside the pre- 
cincte of the ttctual Port, . tlie big 
fiirirtch in a northerly direct ion from the 
Cniickshank Road to the ground where 
stands the jiresent oifice ol the Police 
ConUnissioniar. This northerly nioidon 
waH ss now, used for a imrade ground^ 
but a portion to the east. say. froin the 
htiildinifs of the Ilombay Muntcifial Cot* 
poradoin, to the School of Arts, was 
deented to die dhobis. It was known 
a?; the Dhobi i^ines. On the opposite 
sirle of tile w-id. where now stands 
the entire block of tire premiseB 
known as the Victoria Terminuf! and 
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ic adnujustrative officos of the 

®«">ray Ciimjan,- »as tiu 
Ighilt for wajihiiig ,Urtj. 

dried "ill'" '*‘^'‘1 ™‘* “•** llicy 

the MuiIm oxaotly aa U,cy i.„„. do 

fo.ad IT”, Artlra. 

Road, aiffth, from Jacob's Qrcie. This 

waidan bad at least, foo. 

Uio Iwd hy tJie bullocks. Those bc- 

to the Indian troops located on 
Wbat is now called ibe " iviltan ' frwi- 

r 

side. Tbey ^ 

a So rf "■“* •™"“"nd«l by 

a smaU Jutchen garig,. la this ~ntai 
T-ept grovtiTi snL'cuieni liidtun t- 11 

As adioolh™-,. v-tK^tul>Ies. 

p»*roftr^' “ a- 

•wiween tbl fen^ “i 

vosotabla espi^oUy'^ “p ameof 

the succulent 
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hhendi. And someUnie^ t>iir siisdiief 
led to the heej>er tummj; out and driving 
us away from any more plucking the 
forbidden vegctaliles. Besides ihi^ 
cam]) wetls th(2rc were half a dozen large 
wcUs, the gift of philanthiopj' to the dty 
famishing for water, more or less used 
by the residents facnig the u'estem part 
of this northerly maidan. One or two 
were specially dm'otcd to tiic use of 
buffaloes and milcli cattle. There was 
rniesjiecuiliy known as "BhistT' (water* 
bcarerj, 

The Truups, 

This northerly pact of the ntaidan 
has one special tmtorical remiolsccncit* 
■boat it.winch may be here related. 
Being si^edally dtn'oted to the military 
for parade of the native infomij', it w^es 
not frequented by the population of the 
town. In thctse days, sanitar}* faddists 
hud not inv'ented the plea that nioming 
parades for troops were mure ben^cio] 
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UliUi aftettKKHi ones. TIic soldias. Euro- 
poui and Indmn, were inneed lo t)ie ten- 
IMcnl donate and did Iheir n.a„«n»,.og 
other work as eliicieiitly as those of 

wL ^ ‘tftejnoon, Perliftps, iiliioi, 
be exigencies uf ihe cricket, lUc bockev. 
IK- golf and other sjinits hiid a great ded 
to do witli tile -dhanctoiuuent of the inac- 
ti« in tile uftemuoii. There were gene- 
three native infantries. Insides the 
Marine Battaliini. TOe full drt» paonle 
«as a^-httohehold.s,s«:iaUy on Queen's 
Binhdsy The Enrojiean infantry in the 
on. as tvell as the Eun^ean artiljery 
frera SI. George's Port, as wdl as the 
ni'iiveartiUery took jeirt in the firing el 
the royal sahite of ai gnus. The Indian 
troops bad ted tight fitting luiiies and 
hlBck brreches for put,«K« ,rf 

wear on a field 

" V. the breeches won. were white and 
the cap wies a shake, either adomed with 
“"^.“'“'‘/“‘Kllorplunres. Portnils 
mB.lon,softhcsen.igi,the*^ insonre 
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^ those rare itlustratcd books about 
Bombay m some prh'ate libmry. T 
am not sure wbethet the local branch 
of Llifc Boy a I Asiatic Society' |jossesscs 
f»onie such of these interesting wlumqs. 
The trooj’s carried a big black vsrhj^ied 
Xiotich at the beck waist pud also woee 
white clayed leather belts ^iing cros?* 
wise over Uie chest, y^ixh a small aji^arc 
bnuvH plate in the centre ipving the num¬ 
ber of the reginueot. They had a fine 
physique. The rifle gun was uukno^sn, 
tbmigh it came in a little Inter The 
funny way in which tJjese soldiers re* 
jieated Uie words of comitiand by tlitir 
comjiany olhcers was a cotistant .imifce 
of merriment to US. Poor, unsopliist]- 
cated soldiers, they knew* no I'nglish. 
1‘iic5' caught the sound nf the w{](rd^ 
and. funnily reproduced them liej inid 
all trace of die original. For instance. 
'* Stand at ease ** was traresformed 
vrjcaJly into “ Thunder Thhis." llv the 
Jdt" WHS parodied into “ Bat Jilabec, ' I 
And so on. 
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An ructpienl Mufiiiy, * 

Well, it sd tiiat in the 

darkest days of 18^7 there, was sohic 
serious appreheasioa of the Indian je^ 
pment in the city doing »)ine tnisdiief, * 

if not exactly a mutiny. possible 

precaution was taken by the authorities 
aj wh,>6c head was Ujc calm, cdul and 
sagadims Lord Iiljihinstone. who was ^ 

jiOjmlnrly kntnvn to have bt'en mice 
of in lits early days as the pcssi' 

Ide consoit uf the gciorJ yueen Victoria. 

That teas tlie legendary* beJiel, whether 
right dr wrong need not be inquhretl into. ^ 

Luekily for Bombay there wys a consuni- 
mate. ingc&ioos and resourccfol detec¬ 
tive tn the person of .Mr. Charles ^ 

Porjerc as the Police Coniniissionjer. 
fie was a stout, snii'bTimt cotuplexton- 
ed officer who was always seen sitting 
s<pure iind tight in his saddle. Fearless 
and brave, he was too alert to see tliat no 
mischief occurred in the city. He was 
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t» b« going inCognUo in a variety 
of^di^iises. even as a scavenger and a 
barber. Be the many stories of bis 
dbfgttises i^kat they may, it is to liis 
credit that he was bng known as a 
Police Commissioner of surpassing al>i* 
lity, and born to command* In his 
days the efficiency and incormptihUity 
of the police were tlie theme universal 
praise* lire people vastly appreciated 
him and re^'crenced him as a veritable 
Mabaji '* to keep them harmless from 
thieves, budcjasbes and rill the criminals 
who were before a terror, 

Mr. Forjell catches the Ringleaders* 

Ifarjett Sahri>wasi a honriduiUl 
word* Wherever yon went you heard of 
his wonderiid feats in the detective liiic- 
Mr. Forjett was apprised of a .secret con¬ 
clave of imme oE the rmgleadere of a 
proposed, niutinous mi'iyciTLent. He was 
able, with his loigc cxiverience ami 


aagaefty, to catdh the rbgleadera. 
I^rd Elplimstone was made fwllv awoie 
, pto: wbiclj. in tliismstanw, 
loot the town oai Dhantcras Day* that k 

tlieday two days nievhms lo tlteDtvali. 

t was amn^etl that liie loot should Iw 
ill iivmins „f a» day when „.,st 
« the IK,,.]* woolcl be «. i„ a,i,«- ,j,e 

l*n«l, or f<aitofIa„,pa Ti.eptoi„« 

liiscaveied and oe om-e ah,n, wm taten 
to arrest the t%v leudna; cwn^rinitaH 
^li hold a court-iiiartiai intinediatiflv 
Jin- jeatenee of U.a eoan awf,',! 

one, hut common in those <lark iUvo of 
^>oy reyott. The ^>,, 1 . 11 ^ not a^e. 
tdi the aftcntooTi of fhe diiv i.Vovemherl 
ertien the ofTfluk.-- were'to he him™ 
»w»y at the catji.in-r mmiti,. 

»hat grave diuigei (J,cy had is«a,,ed. Jt 
nasrin agteealde -ra-eiarimi but wheit 
w come to a,mJ „r h, even at thi. 

' "f ^IdnUkr overtakes 

® and make, «, .,,™ble. vvhat may 
Ken ijie fnit Booihiry had the 


7 <S 


plot succeeded ? It is. mijiossibte to 
oonteruplate tbtf tiugic enomiti^bs the 
re\'oItm luigiit have peapetrated. But 
the precaiiticmaty militao' ineasu res com¬ 
bined nritl; tlie aiiatness and consummate 
detective ability of the Police Commis¬ 
sioner, saved Bombay. 

Blown from Guns 
It was Tft tJjc afternocii, just an we 
emerged from our schooL the Elphili' 
stone Institution, situated qjposite the 
maidnn. and which is i>ow the Elphiit- 
stone and Anglo-^'emucnhir school, tliat 
a scene of the greattst busUe presented 
itselL The r^ien maulan. the entire 
pamile ground, was doscly occupied 
the military. Bidlind the militpiy line 
vast crowds had conRregaU'd> Infinir- 
ing into the cauite of tJic taccei*tional 
multitude, oui lioyi^ curindty was 
satbhed by hehig told that two nmtineer?^ 
diairted to two guns were tr) he htmie- 
dJalely hjnwii. With bated hr call i w'e 
tsn to be as near the spot whete the two 
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were jiinioned ta the cuTinons. As Cat 
as my recoDettiyn go«, the guns faced 
the F^jJanade Roucl. and were nearly 
in a line wiUi Wltite Romtin Calbulic 
Crass, of ancient i.i tJie other 

maidaii kncwji as tUe aiattrie battallmi 
parade ^tnintL We made our way 

* . crowd idl we bad a gtwd 

view of the prisonetB. So far as my 
re^llection goes, the JEuropeon trooM* 
mfantn- and artillerj- t,x)lc up a position 
by way of i\ squara. The rmllun r^- 
meitH were located witl’in lIjc 
S ome Indian Xavy nurincs were landed 
and also tlierc was a serned. phalanx of 
the mercantile marine. They made an 
imposing hut awe-iniii>iTing show. There 
was a thrill of excitement all round and 
our pulse tliraUbed faster luid Eastci; till 
m a given word oX cotiiiiumd tlie cmmciiiis 
were ured and the pinioned criimmila 
Were blmvn, The bunvt flesh soit an 
nnpleasatil odmir winch we all could 
^ily snif!. All vvis over. 


Bomhay^s Redcf, 

The rratjecly was enacted in a triec 
and all Btmibay on dial tj\-cptiul ilay 
licav^I a i^reat sigh of relief, ] am l,ere 
relating, of course, whar «re niy own* 
iiniireftsioiiH so far i*.s 1 mu able to reujl 
diem after the long stretdt of 63 vcmL 
The antlientjc History of die pitrt 
about die inilitAry trial and 
a*id die part played by Mr. Forjett ^ 
be read in the authentic recordB of di^. 
Bombay Government, The I,iJe of ifr. 
t'orjett, writtoi some years ago by hjs 
st«i. who was once conunandant <tf the 
defiinct Boinbtiy SEanne Battalitm, gives 
® succinct account of tliat fitirritig ind* 
dent. All tiiat can be said in this place • 
•» that Rontbay was primarily ^ ved by 
die hivatuable service that Police Coni' 
mi^ncr rendered to the dty- -a ^|eTvice 
which, it is to be regretted, wns never 
ade/juntely rewarded by rJienoi^ernincut, 
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Chapter \TI.—TltK jrAlItAN DES¬ 
CRIBED AS A rOPrj.AR RE- h 

CREATION GROUND. 

noTthem division of tilt ittaidpn. 

JL'i aU&idy de^'iibtd, wns chictly de¬ 
voted to military purpiM^. Not iio the 
southern section which, beiuj* exposed tc* 

Bade Bay, was naturally resrirt^ ,tp at 
eventide by the population residing 'ii 
the Fort, tiitxitly mciiiber:i of the Rarsi ^ 
conmunity, for enjoying the ojol and 
balmy breeae blowing from tlie ivestoni 
This jMtft ot tile Esplanade Itafl 
a tong undulating stretch from the ^ 
bandstand itbe oiigmaJ one) to the 
^Jbt where is now seatefi, in calm bin 
stately repose, the marble statue (*f th*i 
good Quedi Victoria. The ually gale 
oplidsite the Alice Buildhiss was the 
means of ingress and egretia end w^is 
crossed to anil fro by a crowdeii potiU' 
lation on any afternoon. Those, how* 


82 


who chose to frequiair tlie more 
difitant but southem end uf tJie trsaidiui 
betook iliemj?elves to the stilly ijate 
oiiposite (he premises of Thacker uiid 
Compam. tt wjis convenient to to 
the Handstand and tlie lieaeli licywid 
it )tj’ that route whicli was yarded at 
each end by Indiiu) sentfies. furnbheil 
everj' two hours, 1 j>' the hvrget jintntd 
at ChuTchsate Street. The uther salh' 
* gate had totly one senlr>'-go mul that on 
the east- EmeiswE from the last a 
St rant'd visiting Bombay for the first 
time ttmld tit » gtance view liovv the 
undulating wtrelch of the verrJant uiea* 
■dosv was dotted all over by grojrjis of 
tienions. young and ohk Imt utmost fi 
l)ie sterner ses, engaged in their daily 
sficial amenities of diverse \'arietie?. 
He would view small grouj^s of iiieti 
.<(|rtatted on Cliinu mats, either in a 
jpjuitre or circle, Hveraging froiw sis to 
ten. In the middle of the square or 
circle would be seen a large lantern with 
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m on biitlff Qi >Ji«ldimT 

iti. whitebrowTi li^itrm the *' air-oatiite 
ainip^y gathered The;- vyere invari- 
SI) > Par^iF who imiuai^ Ir^vrrs 
m tho^ happy daj-s vf simplieitv and 
plenlj of iUt sorts of 4 / //««, jtmiise- 
ments aud feereation. There could he 

^imted iifty of such 

^hort d 4 .dauc«, tvlfile b the mmimer 
as ntany ,v^ double that nuiuhcr 
he found A iHtlc further to the 
north „ugia he seen parties of voum^ster. 
etther phi>i'ne the old hut most popular 
!fme of " gtUr daudo " fa kmd of Indinn 
cncket still holding its own in villages 
mrtsrde the cities) or Uiegame of .Aiwokh 

- a wrt of physital exerctse 

m which the feet were mwtly in evidence, 
tinjugh tlic euiploj-ment of hands was 
not less to be dhjoemtd when in die act 
01 b^hng aud balaneutg on a single 
•^huo u.. oii,„ 

‘licliiM (twxt the gromid 


** Alr> Enters " ©n the i'laiilfli*- 
Hir £<|uattiitg groups wnuUE 
5WTI fflc-rrih' plnyiiiK ganit'^ nf 
tl»c mttst exdting uf v^’kidr us* ihst 
stni fcjwiwo \iy llie muiiL- i»t " Bndsi»»i ’* 
in wtiich tliret pbyers were mvuriiitty 
,Tjjgagi.<L i »tlicr^ wmilil lu' noticvrl pb; - 
jug th* darn (draughts) ur the 

ebt-ss A tliird set i)( gfoiip!^ wrmld he 
^'(Wir ^ouhe^!fu*Ui‘h£ of the day, rejdctc 
■ttiih town gf'seip,.aiitl hghl iTriticiari on 
men .tnd lUhigs hajificniirg tturiivg tJie 
day While a fourth, the most mtwtjst- 
ing and attractive. wtivlA be dis<Wiir«l 
listening witli Itctjr onriositj- itT«! haitii 
brcaih to the thrilling legends nf Ancient 
Versitm hemen, Riistom, ^trah, Afmsial*, 
Jatn^hid and s« forth, nr t** the military 
heinines whom the fa.»et Htdtisi h^s 
iminortalfewl in his tmpensfmble Per 
Stan Iliad, the reader would t# ettber 
a '* " il»ries() or a '* Belidiu *' (by- 

■niiini but well vrrTt^ed in (hijratbi end 
Persian. Tltey were Hjiedolly sdeciyrl. 


fiKl, (or thdrgrct (aoiiimrilj. >vi,U I«ai. 

«c JrllT’ “ K‘ lion. ,.„d. 

orhtioii ” *''«*•’'« arii- 

I^r. Tr ™'' "'“'“-e 

cs»Xirl"i svhicli m it? 

l,ad wJiAt, js cnUt:,! Uie 
^ cltjtm.-' IW fiaidiugs fmm tlit* 

nitttn*^ cxcecdiniriy taici- 

nittm^j, ^vhik Sfjme dn* ri:a<li>rs 

old 

Ola lejKiiit) n-^tiTiors Uiemswlves as 

<Jcome wniniated find dramatic. A ainaTl 
crowd of chicdy Pami youtm- 

» U.ar o(lol««m r-euK ooold S|" 
■toi to «OTe UiriUilig ,ar, „( ti,ena„;. 
rcor i- ticklBi t,T tJieiiitu]|(ji recital <i( 

t^™^.r. acrea.„„ft„erDed».dre,: 

Hnd gtrls, uj tlieir silk Wks im* 

-b«irWcd ^ BerlU. wXoXi: 

«6 


i 

Poputar Rcireshmcnti. 

were also vcjided biit 
«t these alfranco uitemooiK tea and cakes 
wcreunknomi. 'L'lieonly refrerfimerit Was 
iLe ?iUKarcanc. gripped of its l)ark u^d 

c«t small cylindrical pieecs ivhtdi 

ttgain would l>e swbdtvidtfl into four. 
Cc«>l and sweet ai. the piec^ wotild he, 
the mge (if tUc young and old after even¬ 
tide a'iis greoh Notliing Wffltid he ampler 
bv wny of refreshinOTt than ihis fniit of 

munrewUidi Heiodotusdescribcd second- 

hand na' ‘ !iane>' reeds.” A large number 
of vendors, also Patsk. seUiiigthfs fmit, 
sc. healtli-giving and energiang. moved 
fn^m group to group, callmg out ‘ f.an- 
dcri. Roohib ganderb" “ Sugarcane, roay 
suKWeane/' ’rhosc Parsr vendors were 
tiic pioneer> of the large Uinfln .%! 
llLiliomedan trilie of sugarcane itenerants 
whom one sees to-day tramping m the 
uKist impulous streets of the tonTt after 
evening, or siiuntting. at ]>articiilariy 
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^aitfiiji tuijji.t. , ' ®cr<*ss The 

Hot Uie davs <rf th^ u * 

»nd ,„e.„i^' 

'••Mned in ,Ji„ suenr ii,.™' '^' 

•"■iMcrfinriae .vasnoi? , '“''™”"''’ 

maker, (Jtc -'sweetmeat 

men, tlie art nf medical 

..f UTar !«"- 

tune,I tn ~‘['^'‘-wal 

a itrimitii'A ^i. 

“'t-oaeds^ 

'•y Tudnr's vas*W 

dmi (SIP ' 7 ‘Cancan bottom. 

'■-dlCJtam P»n. 

Neapolitan the art^T 

etuns. FJe Ti-ng 


V 
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tiitJuii iji Bombay, but ilie prupnetfir 
\vm a Tarsi, a sbnrt black man of tlit 
amiable, sviecc and obliging type f»f 
" < lld Pailmiji " of the Ade!|ilij Hotil. at 
IBycum. Pul tile ice crtatn was a lux- 
my. aye. till m'n tile caid of tJje sixdtt!. 
and a ^ass was woith eigbi or fouxannasw 
lUit this (s a little delightful digression. 

The Shctlias. 

Gotnmg back to the southem sec- 
thrti of the uiiudan, ft shnulrl be related 
ihnt tlmi part of it whidt is mra a rood 
leading a few yards west ward from Ui< 
T^<lttll Fonntiiiii to Chttrcbgate ideation 
was incittdnl in the maidati. Thegnmtida 
on which non* stpnd the Tust Office, (he 
Tublk' Works (Office and the High Courl: 

ere also utilLsed for recreathtn puriaiiies, 
but evidently it was dedicated to tlie 
SkifUia ioque or the wealthier of the Pftisi 
community. Hetnljcrs of thU cliifs, 
trerjUented the maidan iind had their 
little groTiiis—tody these weit: a little 


more exclusive. Uiough in other resjxjct 
there was nudihig to dtoose tietween 
them <tiul tJie larger groups i.if tlie mklille 
classes ui> tile other 'l!hest% too, 

mtiulged in the limtty of ♦* g^mderi " iumI 
also <if cojifectionery made liy a Putsi 
who liatl a Vafcer>' in tiorrack whith 
adjojjw in a easterly direetiou the office 
*»f .Messrs, ilntham and Co, He vcmdcd 
hiscuils ruiil enke^ and such like an'cr'ts. 
'I'bere was also in Meado^cs Street a 
shop familiarly known as " liahadinji’i 
!takery/‘ This hakei^ had the custom of 
the rich and middle class l^irsis^ while 
the liumhler confectimiet of the Military 
Sttire l,aiui su|r]rUcal tlie needs of the 
lower classes, among whom the favourite 
confectionexy was caUijtl Karakarce.*' 
a khal of crisp oval biscuit 
out hollow with two crowe<l bits. Tlie 
Sheit.ins piitroiused on tlieir own austo^ 
cratic ground the superior tuul more 
costly confectionery of Haliadurji, XUeir 
groups were more sedate. There waa 

c>o 
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sddont settti any rcaUfi Icgtatlan k««r. 
But they wtJfe grcjtt chess and " chow- 
pat " playera. The last was on exhilaf' 
attiij; game i^layed on a square boanl; 
dhudcft into four rectaiigie^. each lect- 
ougle having twelve squares, in, these 
squares liie gatne was iJ;iy 4 ?d by four 
or tsTO pairs with the aid of dice ond 
" sotkas/' .1 kiiirjof (lyrauiidka) pawns 
oi either ooloUfed ivory or wood The 
tramp trf the gome was the Twelfth. ' 
that is, thtise who threw Uie largest 
nmnbiii of dice representing cwdve, or 
niuldples ot two three and four were 
the w'oaieis. It demands a giwd deal ol 
strai^c alertness and meniat iiritJ tine tie 
fi> win with “honours/'' 

A Brisk Trade in Toys. 

It w ill be iiskcd whether die niaidon. 
rlid mil tiiid any Hindu or Mahouuxluii 
atr-entei^ The answer mutd be given 
in the negHtive. Ouidoar recreation nil 
late in the sixties was unknown iuuong 
them. r»n Iioli-days like the rtcwnli or 
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the H„Ii 0, 

hnind euieijring fm,n aeii [,|„^ 
View the liiumtnatioas or (jo to the sea 
for ihrtflviag Horal and otliei oiTwit^ r,r 
for harfng 3 stroll at fait^. whid* in those 
iUn^ were a kind of khidergarten So 
niiui/ novd l-nglisJi and toy* were 
-exposed for sale with a ^■lt^^ety of Jtnick- 
knnuka Uuit sellers actually minted 
mojic)’ Primitive medianical luys wvrv 
»J» «reat Tw^uisition and fetchwl, hndi 
jmces. A little doll, thc&svd up. suiittiiiii 
manuna '* wrutld fetch live raijces} a 
iltth accordeoii with Uic mwi deiuvn- 
t=m- tunes. ab<nit li to j rupwis. All 
these loys were ‘I'he vWv of 

th*^ " made in ttehiuaty'' "were W- 
Ivnowm, alifmt this period. All fairs were 
held tm Uiis southern section of die iawc 
h^ldunade The stalls were most mimej. 
t*Ui and the wares >vere wdl displayed. 
l *aig 1 the art of ]>AraiUiig them m- 
traclwdy was nvikmwit to the trnsoi^his- 
ticated vetidur^ The scene present^J 


on A fair day was gala, tlioiigli Uie 
wtte 3101 numerous. 5 f>tn<r women 
the poorer Ffni<lii& might t>e seen licft. 
and tlusr<? in the crowds. But one would 
' in vain cast Uis eyes on sk female of the 
);>eCier dass of Hindu or Mnlion*edan, 
ITie caUy women, and even thirse in 
a fractional minority < Itelimgetl ta 

the Porsi community! Tlmsi it was^ 
that the soiitlmni maidBii w'as almost 
wholly ittoiiojioliscd by the Par sis. 
^\fiuuj, the pn.t:eimtty of Uic sea, and 
Uie number of wcUs «n the inaidan were 
tif attraction to tlie most de^^uit ^tnd 
religious of tlic 5!oToastrjuJis Kutubers 

before sitnset, cmdd be seen iiraying ta 
the rlirectitm of the setting sun, wuiit 
«rth u white towel on their turbans, 
i^n particular feast tiay^ lAban and 
Adar) Uie priestfy class were present 
ill force Even to-day » remnant ol 
the ortJiodmt ifdiooj might be seen 
either of an early iiiommg or at tne 
time ol the setting of the sun 
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their prayers, |j,r sin, being Uie eiiiblem 
oi l.ight and Heat, same like foe uut 
n^i not digress into the domain 

rfe^'oted to Znmastrian tiiwilcgv and 
wremotiies.. 

“ Swce( AMhur0.‘» 

ify ynutliful imagination conjured 
Jtiore than once the some presented <m 
an ordmaty evening on this mnidan 
a knid of ' J>wect Auburn” village 
Urt on on extcndcil plain though 

^fually "l«vdy” «ith a larger cron-d 

iwn that ^ graphically and raithfnllv 
portray^I in hfe Uescrtcrl Village by 
Holdsniitli. It u-as indwd a Iwdv sight 
and *p« at the tune where vnu ^et 
«th fae« ruddy aud briKh. ' (,,11 
elv^cM auji eantoiouem. albeit vw 
^uin found any -laboarju* awain" 
^e,^e^ there were anywhere alumt tile 
•■oAly hawthorn bu*ee where lovine 
and awa,ns could „hia,wr aw«,t 
«n. m each other's cos. Tlrere were. 


^nwcver, veteraw trtftss whicli gJivc n 
jrra,tehi] shacU in llitf cool of the evening 
where little children gambterl iti nnoji- 
^le delight and imbibed the free o^ohe 
unified from the uestem sea. ^Vjul as 
for " tmkhig age " there %ta.s enough and 
t.. siiare. The numerous groups which 
clubbed ifigether had many a 
old man who delighted our yiw^ 
stories of tlve tn»<^ the graJid fathei s 
dock or nmiA'dlous legeiuk t>erformc<l 
at land nnd by thdr umnd 
toiu when Bombay luwJ scat^ly put forth 
ber badding blossoms, f'onc are (lifs* 
rustic davs and gone are the g^eiatiOTs 
of men who fired «iir ymithfnt .^nnts 
and invoUoil in us an admiration for all 
Uiftt was pure and noble, all that inspirt 
h«h endeavour? and higher hqu's Im 
our growing inruiluKxl. t.lauctng uter 
the tong tract of years that has mter^^ 
venetl it seems to " Sandy Sev^enty 
that this 

show. We meet with processions after 
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I>r««sians flittiiw to w (r„ w 

ftT* « I«da, auleLd^ 

U-we U ™,iit Uh,e I TcwW I , 
rnnuner. TiHmorroiv the' 

j-ellmv diituum Thfis mn tu 



CHAra VllI -WE^VLTHY PARSIS^ 

AND HINDI'S AND THKIR RKSl* 
TJENTIAL QHAimiRS tN THE 
FORT. THE BlTILDrNGS 

(■}r THl* GRB-AT T^NGLKSH 
COMMKRaAi. FIRJIS 

I N tlie fifties thdc a con¬ 

siderable lK*iiuinUo(n in Bombay. 
Tiiongh tire first mdimentari' caistis was 
ni^t introduced tUl i 8 fi 4 , a crude guess 
llad been made tliat, in Bombay 
ino.M bflve had at the kast a iKnmlation 
of five lakhs, 'rhe Fort, tiie great 
fire of i8oi, already tefeired to, was also 
more largely crowded. Previous to the 
date at that catastroidic. it is recorded 
tliai die residential buildings were fewer, 
there being msny basiness premises and 
buildings to aceomraodate public 
As however, trade cxp^detl. the Fort 
jui^essarily was more thidklv ^^opulatcd. 
The Custom House, the Dodc the Posb 
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pffict, tlic Court, al] being idtuatcd with¬ 
in the prttimcts *>f the Fort. Indian 
traders naturally preferred to reside in 
its vicinity, ,\nd as tlie most important 
coromiiiiity which was engaged bi the 
foreign trade was tlie Paisi, it is inteUi' 
gible that the wealthier had domiciled 
m the Fort. Most of tlie English ^d 
Scotch finns had guarantee bickers who 
were all Parsis, The Dadys, the Read>- 
nioneys, the lian^is and the Wadiaslnid 
edons in the family who inusiied that 
avoeatiOTi whQe tlie heads thcmsielveis 
earned on their own tndepemicait fauid- 
ness which W'as chiefly confrned to im¬ 
ports and exports—Qiina and the 
United Kingdom being tlie prhici{ia] 
ccuntrieK. Thus it was that one of the 
scions of the Wadia family was con¬ 
nected with tlie eminent banking htmse 
of Messrs. Forbes and Companj', a name 
still cherished wfith esteem and regard, 
thin^b the firm ha*? long ceased to exist. 
'Hie IwDse of the fim Sir Jamsetji 
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was intimately associated with tliat 
Messrs, llemtngtou aiul Co., tlie succuef^ 
styrs of JJruce Pawcett and Company, 
also highl}’^ esteemed, and which, twt, 
'nng long since clffsed its Uusttieas. Then 
the fifst Sir Cowasji jehangif and his 
hmtJiej were cuimected witli Messrs. 
Cardwell Parson and Cirnnpatjy, Tlie 
Banajis' were brokers to the old anr| 
rich hmise of Messre. Leckte and Com¬ 
pany. 'Fhe r.^adys were brokers to the 
tstecjued Emis <if Messrs. Orey' and Com¬ 
pany and Peel Cossdbs and Dnnpuuy. 

Old Parst I.eaders. 

Tilt father oi the first Sir I)inslf^l^v 
Petit nns engaged as a guarantee broker 
in the ftnn of Messrs. Dtrom Hunter 
;ijid Gompatiy and Reimtc Scovell Oiiil 
CanT|iany. Again t.lte .eldest branch of 
the Wadias were master builders and 
purisaerl their avocation of naval ardii- 
tects to the East India Company who 
Tjoasted of their great fleet manned by 
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tilt clistfnguiijlted Indian Navy wliicti 
tnded its brilliant career wlieji tJic Unyitl 
Navy came to be tiic* gtiardiaus o£ tlie 
Indiaji ^eas. The Vicajit tvere associated 
v.ith tile tmancijijf of the Nizam's domi- 
t! rnns. nms it came to fans that cndli 
ft the*e ifreut families had thdr resi¬ 
dences in the Fort. Two houses still stand 
in all their obsoleteness, compared, to 
jT)tir jeny-huilt houses of the day, in the 
street known asi Cowasjj PateJ. Entering 
fnnn its sunth end, near the Hongkong 
TUnk, mar still be seen a large honse. 
•n the left, witlt a brttad verandah iund 
three quaint Irujking tliiorii. That house 
t'ehmgcrl tu Aideshir Dady, the founder 
of tlu' family, a native of Surat, It b 
o\'er 1511. vears old. and worth viBiting 
ev*eii to-dar' for its ijutiint dj^osftion 
and stnicture 01 tlie interior. Just 
p<»aite. on the right, is tmother monr 
imposing house, witli arclted verondali, 

tdl late in die Docupation of tlu- 
nuftnr Ashkar,t Printing Press, which 


too 

K 



bdtmgcd to tile ricb (aniilv irf Sorabii 
RcadjTnoney. 11 is eiTOiillj'' ancioit 
But a iliiTti house, only recently modt- 
fied, k still standing next to it which 
hdoitgcd lo the tamily oi the nriginaJ 
Cowasji Bald of hertric fame, who hi thr 
early seventeenth century is said, lo 
have repelled die invasion of the pimth 
cul Seedees who used to infest tlie town. 
This house, till recently, was a siiecimeii 
ol Fdrtugucse arcliitectivre. It was 
and had only a ground door, and a Ichtd 
of attic. For long it had Portugue^ 
tiles ott tlic roofing. Next again, to it, 
the master httilders had a sjjacioua hou,''c 
where, resided more tlian one branch tif 
the prolific Wadi as. ^ecially the fauiil; 
of .^Ir. Novroji Janisctji. It waspurtial- 
ly burnt by fire and afterwards rebuilt. 
The Banajis gave the name to a lane still 
known which bad a back entrance lu 
the same Cowasji Patel Street, The 
premises, bdongung to Messrs, (jTaham 
and Company«induding the new annexe 



tri tlic soil til. vviis long Oic j/roiMirty ol 
Mr, Datbbitoy Pestonji Wadia.a milUoii* 
airii before the liatcyfjin days of ttie 
first Sir Jamsetii. The latter liinisclt 
IhiiH a town home which is now occn- 
j'ietl 1>5' \fcssrs. Hv’itiis I*nisei’ anil 
Company, Coiopared tii iJitf 
of the rjadys snii the l^eadt'tTioncvs, 
it was mocicin and iooked npou as of 
luuahroom jimwtli. 

A rainous Kirtdu Bankijig^ Houset 

rhtis it will be s€ie& how men of the 
tiiereontUe line cume to reside in the 
Port after iBo^. But let m take 
file reader to another part of Up 
iQl now we have di^Tibed tlie Northm 
Fort biiildingfi and that mostly of die 
Farsi wealthy. The only wdHtnown 
premises of the Hindns at that early 
time was that of Modchand. a merchant 
and a banker, tn Ba 74 izgate Street, It 
^ also over a hwKired y ears old. and ivaf 
-nice the pride of the caste to whidi 


Mutidtand »'«t£ un 

unprctaitiinja htMse’ where chi; bankim: 
ilcta if)il AUiiiinim Bht^ukaii corned mi 
CtU j 806 it>i m<mey-leiiding and Inintri 
tTansacticmis* It vfus known conminnJy 
Knka ParekU IMidi” The untni' 
w'os u hou^selojld word aiid even the 
cliifd in tlie street knew it well- It 
was a sight to see an array of " .^lehtas, ' 
bankatg clerk?, sitting sqnatlcdr as is 
ilic custom even to-day in the Indtan 
part of the town, and doing work, while 
tUe partners were engaged in selling and 
Imying daily hoiidrEds of inland Bills of 
exdtange computed h}' lakhs. Indeed 
it was the Indian blinking hotise and had 
continued for 150 y«aiTS till the fdaxing 
fire of the speculation of i8ffc4 brought 
it to grief. But sudi was the probita- 
aiid integrity of the lionst that its biU^ 
passed clean in eveo India. 

Anti its cominerdal credit was sojiigbl.v 
spdkm of that there was a standing 
jc^e that each hair on the moustadie nl 
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the portncfs was a iukli erf ninueSii 
'Ibis was the trfipk'al fipure erf ^‘pl,‘c^lh 

to reprcftent the credit irf U>e h<ni»- 

lit the iwjrth-taisteni port *rf the 
Fijrt liveil the well-known and wealthy 
ioibeais of Messrs Varjivancbii; uml 
jvj3rotnnrdt*^ iiatlhsvdai* and also t 

Mangaltifls NathooUhoy:. The street ss 
named Rnpicc Slanoidas after the uaine 
of tile fauntler of Uie Shett liiniily 

oi the Kapole Banias. 

European Resiliences- 

In tlie southern part cangregated 
the official liuropcan populatiuii owing 
to the work of all tl»e public offices being 
transacted in the l*ort. And the Euro¬ 
pean merchanU also lived there, though 
the s^uoro genernlly resided in then 
faaluonnbto suburb of Byculla, The 
btisiuess was carried on in spacious 
houses, some of which uiiry be seen in 
their pristine architciditre evoi tO'day. 
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TIu'it general 

Im a groiitid Hoor vaandah 

uplier floor reacUal '>>' u" <=»>■ 

M had two ot throo bndw 

'n.am -vote .w«<.aohad by « 

cil>“oata«.. pwato «/ a 1^0,1030 

finn ouy ta *«> h- «w oa® ^ 
1.1- Messrs Greaves Cotton and L*mi- 
,,kpv in Forbes Stt«r f™'" tire “IkI 

aaitc m striking crmtraat «a0> tl«e toJe* 

when a fairlv good compound is to 

.nri tu^ma to the left yon go w 
seen and tu divided into three 

tlic first floor by 

Thao was aws a iaege roomj 

n^Liited liall to booses of tbis typroal 
", .„ia The biiildiiig ot the I'orhraes 
TZ^:, street was sioubr. So fa. 
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the m Mnritur Street, where Uic 

R«mngton.s carried m Ijusine^. the one 
which adjoins on rJie north tlie premises 
known as tJie Great Westtm flotcJ- 

Other uid l.4ndii)arks. 

The present of&cc of the " Botnbiiy 
khrtmicEc itself is dnother example of 
identical character and give^ ,^1x0 n 
[ifctty fair idea at the Kuropcim husi- 
iu»» and residential hmises combbied. 
lindt a hnodred years ago and more ajifl 
which were to J>e seen iji thdr old-fash- 
iimcd otmdition, in a state of excdlent 
pmservathm even in the Fittics and 
•Sixties. The new era uf atchitechire, 
fiist noticed in tije degaitl blocks id 
I»u tidings in I^pltinslone Cirdc. luui not 
dawned till another ten yeats aflerwaidsw 
Til ere was also an old house called tlm 
‘Admiralty." which till twenty years 
ago was also a copy ol the one of the 
" Chfonkle " Office on die opposite side, 
pad till the Julies w'as tlic office of 


Itr. tlba\iiagrr. tbe father of the ftrcWJil 
Sir ifuncherji. Tlic«Til*if!iccso( ftTessrs, 
\*otkart Itrotlieis in Marme Jatrwt. ho* 
fore they wen* renriv.ilwl, wa^ atwitiiej 
old 4 a.<ihtoned EurO]>oiuii hiitUIfnf'. And 
m tlie by''iiiii& abutting in Mt-adows 
and AjKvlhi Stroets, tliere ?UU stand a 
preuitse or two of t!ie diaracter. Not 
to forget this das? of oiiiee and losidim- 
tial ijrcnibcs, wc sLooUl point to tlie 
house owned hy Sir Saloon SDavid, at 
the westerly comer of Militaxy Smiare, 
Before that capitalist ovcrbaalcd it. 
it was a beattiiful biiildh^ in iu (ituunt 
facade, window’s and so forth. For 
many years the firm of !ifessrsT Mantsty 
and Fletcher, solicitors, the sucecssors 
of Messra. Bmsyct and CrawfowL car¬ 
ried on their business there. Another 
firm of aolicitor?> w'ho also liafl had Uicii 
offices of a like tvi>c wa* the late firm 
o! Messrs. Dallas and hynch whose 
prcsait succefison^ arc Mesaira. Byrne 
and Company. That b(Mi.se is situated 
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ill Tamarind Stre«(. tin; ldh- 

ftotionciy factf»rj' rtf Messrs. Aftingmi 
lint It was flestirtvcd liy Pre iioittc years 

aao and is in ruins. But cnoitgli a{ some 
of tlrese idd lanrlmurks in SoutliemFrtrt. 

Tbrt^ art: a study by tbemiielves tmd the 
mnde^ni I'jigineerinK E^iartmcnt ol the 
litiiubay Municspidtiy may as well dtirlve 
some hints therefttitn, Though we doiilit 
nrtt that tlie chief al tlie departntwit 
would heave a dcffij sigh of rdid anil 
shake his head as to the impossibility ot 
causing houses of tlib character crcatetl 
ill any part ol the town save, perdianct;, 
in the Maiiim Wwids or in the New Wov- 
tee, which the utility imagmatiiati of the 
^funicipal Cominissurmci' and other iinvn 
planners have conjured. The fact is 
that Bombay, at the closing of the 
eighteenth and the fipening «f the nine- 
teenth century, was. as stated at the 
out.set, Sparsely populated, specially tlie 
Fort which was more niiUtary in aJ| 
respects than dvU. There was abundant 


to build roomy* restdeac® wUt 
sumcjcnt light and air and free 
Tb «2 laud could lie liad 
ell cap cuouph. Indeed, at that period 
tht aim of Ui€ Hast India Conipany 
was to encourage tlicgrowth of tiiepnijei- 
lAXim for live sake of the escijansion of 
the trade of the Umd was given 

frctilvold tm n nominal <jnit rent. ta> tliat 
sanitation, thowgh not iircachcd. cai^ 
iiatTiralir and the old-fashioned 
man of the period ktt^ kea lo hw- 
Wc of our of high lireisure. of red- 
vvpvs and deetiic installations and ^o- 
t,lanes, have all forgotten it. Tire go¬ 
by e is given for ever. Still the Hngiireet. 
the Health Ofliccr and the Jlunicipal 
CommiFstener, may derive not 3 few 
hints for thdr nt-w fangled and exp^- 
sive Bombay in the north by studying 
the internal stnictunil arrangemaits of 
these buildings. 
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CiiAFTER IX.^SOUTHERN FORT OF 

BtTSIKI^SS jVKD FOEEXOK TRADE' 
RECOLLEtrnONS OF GRJUT 
F.NGEISM ia-RCANTIEE HOUSES. 

TXrHjVr a contrast Uic busy hmnming 
V V streets of Ute Fort present to* 
day compared to tlie compamtive silence 
wliich wus to be wi tnessed in the Fifties J 
Recalling iliose days one is apt to Bay 
that the Fort was a sfeepy UoHow, *' 
All the immense congestion of traffic to 
be seen of any muming or evaiing to-day 
m Churchgate Street. Meadows Street 
and Apollo Street, in the entire lejigUi 
of the Hornby Road, was mostly absoit. 
The old Hornby Road running parallel 
b) the ramparts in the west, from the 
north of what is now knowm as Fort 
^luthem extremity of 
Colaba Causeway, was exceedingly nar* 
row and least frefpiented. Instead of 


liie fjtneiim of veliicie^ to fuid 

fro atl along Die ttay and ii]! to mid' 
night, you saw" pediajis for an hour in 
- iJie morning ami a cou^ilc of liours be¬ 
tween 5 ami 7 in the evening only a few 
passing by. Those t>c 1 ongod to tiie wcaJ* 
thier classes of Parsis and Hindus or to 
tlie Eurojiomi jiteiiibcrs of the itiercsntilc 
commnnity* Honiby Road wa^ in no 
liense the i>rincjpol highway of business 
;ind commerce as it is toutlay. The road 
itself was narrow, perhaps not more 
than 30 to 55 widths Ftiotpaths 

tliere were none. These came with tJ'e 
advent of our first acdile and founder 
of the new Bombay whidi sprang into 
existence after iSb^, Ail houses were 
an the east of the ramijarts. From the 
fine of the CJcisting hous^ tliere tire 
breadth did not stretcii bcj cnd the fimt 
line of rails on which the tramways 
pass at present, 'I'he southerji part of 
the road commencing at the comer of 
Churchgate Street, as far as the statue 


Ill 


of KiJJt: Edward, seemed more lihv a 
sttborbsi] area ^vhere might live the 
Arcadtajis rather than a busy haunt. 
Ill fact a let^ bsuilct and Englisii firnis • 
alone w^eie to be «»en in this (juartec 
which, along with Mea<lows Street and 
AiKtlUi Street were specifically known as 
" Ingrez Ua%ar, that is, tiie business 
place Kiimpcau mercantile houses. 

Old Landmarks cEfaced. 

Tliis ipiarter no doubt has effaced 
ATmofit all old landmarks. E'or instoncCj 
at the comer of CliurciigaU Street, say 
Ul> to the showrooms of 0itniar. thcje 
was a congiomeratiem of half a di>r.en 
gr<ai-nd floor !5hq>s, mostly of Menioii 
inwksellers, who drove a roaring trade 
in a variety of ohl ajvd rare books. They 
were the largest purdiasers of these at 
auctions w'here officials and others leav* 
Uyt Bombay for Europe us«l to send up 
all tlieir household furniture. '^Thus the 
curious collector of old books rvas sure 


to find on the shelves of these “ old Haji 
shops niany a rare book which coidd 
purehascd at an csxxedm^ly moderate 
oriceL Their owners also used to send 
^ d.q.r>nv, "“o 

take ml«ot in 

oddvolumo. Thtytat<lly‘;»«'‘“sl‘sl» 
tmA used to have the assistance: o a 
cle* wlK. coaW write and speak brek® 

Cisb.- It was amesins to 

^ -patois'- about books oC intnn- 
ae worth of wWa they knew neat to 
nothing. But by f^diartty and by 
Lsta^t handling they could J 
anv time a boot a buyer ^ted. 
Often' thei* would commit ridiculou- 
blundcTSi but on the whole Umy mcclumi- 
caUy knew *1,^^ llietr worth. 

Old editions of cydoi.edias ^md pOT- 
deroufl dictionaries they knew by sight* 
A Johnson's Dictionary in £ftghsb was 
thengreaUy prkedand lor some of us sto- 
dents in rudimentary Utm. Ainsworth 



<Iiet«>naTy, King l^clward Vi's I^trn 
or an odd volnme of Cffisar, 
Horncc or Vii^U, were prized highly, 

f.*i? haggling to get these 

bookwallm to part with them. 

Time’s Changes, 

Thete was a ptiutographar's shop, 
door, blown as Harichand 
*1™^. He was thepionw, among 
the Indian photographcia and his pbot« 

'Inlv two 

s^ Irnd T* “ a»n,b>- Roa,l 

^^nd aW m the same condition 

" ^ *«« u. Ihe ratlea. ^h^ 

these IS the premise now in the 
;^ati«, of Messrs. Ralli Brotbeis. 

Iiv 

^ ^Wished . It. r84., with a level 
liMded, capable and cautions Scotch 
» the pemen „f Mr, 

^ to the Fifties Ute direLm 
•»«! resolv«l npon having bank premia 
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ol their twwi. That was the cy(^«s»a 
IcH-iking granite iMiUding which »s niw 
Vnown as the CurrencT Office. But in 
the middle of the Fifties the Bank 
pied U)e yartrmises nmv b occupation by 
the Kallis. All mind there hiv«: lieen 
vast changes !=mce that peiiodi but 
housJC. sti imposing b its own early nine¬ 
teenth century style, stands almost un¬ 
altered save for » second 
•some veais ago and the outer glass win 
df/ws which the iteciissiaes of a Enrpp*^ 
5honkee|>t^ have from time iv 
manded. It bdtwgi t« that 
thrCFuic Parsi. the late Mr- N. M. 
whose charities ate so ably and judi¬ 
ciously admbbtered b>* the Tm«e^ of 
hU> crort rupees^ worth estnitp fiii 
so Inmdkcntly showering then iragisnce 
all roimd. near and far. house, 

uestt to the offices ol Jfessrs. Cnrnmbhoy 
on the north* is a very old hou^. alUtt 
u little more cliai^etl than Wadia «. 
still bdotigs to the family of HyminT'. 
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Jijiblioy other building has 

undergone transfonnation demanded by 
the modem conditions of business in 
the locality. The opposite row of bnUd- 
ings of some prefensions 

^ did not exist till the ramparts were 
pulled down some years afterwards. 

^ In fact those rows of new premises rose 
otdy after the Hornby Eoad was fresh 
laid Out by Artluir Cruwford almost in 
^ the same condition in which we see it to- 
. day broad enough, with wide foot-paths 
^ and arcades. But tliese elegant piled of 
new Bombay wUl be described later on. 

The Story of John Treacher. 

But one little house which stood 
in the old Rampart Row, west, must be 
referred to, seeing that there was carried 
on for years, sav tm to fhc caor- 

• mrais business of the thriving bouse of 
Itr. John Treacher. It was afterwards 
bought by the Oriental Bank, that 
prominent buiJdii^ which juts out be¬ 
tween Hornby Road and Meadows Street 


It was an old gronad lloor buiJdiag with 
thatched roof. Here J ohn Treacher be¬ 
gan his calling is chemist and druggist, 
vending medicines and making soda 
water. It was the purity ol that liquid 
which made his name famous and en¬ 
riched him immensely- There was tm 
other soda water manufactirry in Bom¬ 
bay in the Fifties. Tieacher was a 
household word, and that short man, 
so nnassnmtn;^. yet so keen in business, 
was the architect of bis own fortune- 
He never moved out of his origmal 
place of husinsss tiU havii^ made .hb 
pile he converted it into a limited com¬ 
pany. Mr, Jivanji Kotmasji, the late 
proprietor of the hotel known bj 
the of Great Western, was hb 

diicf factotum. Hence he was generally 
known till hb death as " Jtvan)i Tiea¬ 
cher." He became the nianager of the 
pew company which then removed ^ts 
business to the ground floor which had 
been vacated by the Bank of Bombay, 


there was another old landmark on the 
f^posute A shrip hefon^np to the 

}*alLj\vaUi5 was situated, where members 
of that Parsi familj- carried on the bttsi* 
of bnilding carriages im Hnglbsli 
models and palkis a'Jjjch were the prijicl” 
pal mode of conveo'ance in the Fort for 
solicitors, barristers, doctors, ami mer¬ 
chants, Indian and Furf^jean, The pal- 
ki was indeed a cherished utstrttjrirm for 
ycajs and many wore the old resfdrtrts 
who regretted thetr almost total distt^e 
after r874, These nsehij conveyanciBi 
ahmg with the antitioated bullock hack 
cries, need a chapter b>- themselves to 
recall to the memory of gmerattems to 
come hw well did they serve the purpose 
of locomotion in days gone by when the 

tram car and the motor car were only 

^ dream. 

Meadoas Street. 

But we are still on the stret^ts* 
the streets whicli were crowded with mcit 
of bnamess. Meadows Street, from md to 

ir« 




end. Irom the shait of Mossra. Liuimett tv 
Uie old building now in the occupatiiaj 
of the Bombay Chronide ’* was the 
busiest as it is tv^y. but ia the 
Fifties Bombay Green and Apdlo Streete 
surpassed it in point of raercantile acti¬ 
vity iiierttantile wealth. Meadows 

Street, was dwheated as at present, to 
Kngiisli shopkeeping* ba premise 
uccuj^ied bj'’ Dtumett was bt, Andrt-w a 
J^ibraiy which has been absorbed in the 
thriving Inisintiss of %ressis. Thacker and 
Compan> , the successors of Thacker 
Vining and Company, Ne*t door was 
a highly patronised silk sh<^ owned by 
^ respectable proprietor of the Borah 
(Himmunity known as Myaji, It was 
the oniv lodian shq> in the Fort where a 
variety ot silks rmd other fashionable 
ro<iuiremeDts for the sartorial decking 
of EnropciUi ladies was to be pri^Ted. 
The prices were stiff and " Myajr never 
recedwi from his Bxed price by even eight 
proud as he was oi bis monopofy 
and prouder still of his wealthy custom. 
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It waii no slicfp far hiunblcr folk unlesa^ 
dire necessity made it necessary to resort 
to it. The Afjrajis were indeed most polite 
and corutcoua and every way helpfnl. 
Kessrs* John Watscn and Company, the 
foondcrs of Watson’s Hotel (now known 
ns Hsplanade) was a great rival and 
nltunately the Myajis had to wind up 
their lucrative business. Further on, 
eacacUy opposite the westerl>' end of 
Hummum Street w’aa " Motcnas." an¬ 
other mstitutinn, but in the confectionery 
line, where ices and cakes in the Fifties 
were vended as a luxury, Tlie shi^ where 
the Parsi proprietor, one Mr. Merwanji, 
made his fortune, is the one now in 
the occupation uf Messrs. Dhannntal 
Cliellunim, jewellers. Here of an even¬ 
ing, specially in summer months, migbt 
he seen draw up on the road half a 
dozen caiTiages and pair, in which were 
seated the "hurra heebies " wives of offi* 
cials or merchatitfl, sipping riie*r glasses 
of ices, wh lie humbler customers thronged 
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tlw shop, dingy aiMl unomamented 
ss it was. But in those days the art of 
dressing up shops and shtiX' windows was 
unknown. That. too. was brought mlo 
vogue by the " Ingrex" luid forai|rii 
shopkeepers to whom Bomliay was a 
rich colony to cany rn shojjkcqiing since 
die days of the great share q>ectilati<ai 
ot 1863-64. During that: feverish period 
Hoicnas minted more mujiey be 

had ever done in bis life care^. ' Morenas. 
they say. was an Itaiian with ^it 
Mciwanji was a partner V^en the 
Italian retired he became the sole pn>* 
prietoi. Sfaidows Street on the whote, 
has not changed much. But iL*i pride 
was gone when the high icntats tJicre 
feU owii^ to the big loti fdings which 
came into vogue witli the rearing uf 
Watson's Hotch the Bombay Club, 
Treacher and Company aiul so <iii. 

Old Mcrcaatite Houses. 

But HI the Fifties the part td busmess 
Pert where wealth rolled was. of course. 


Apollo i^treel, lUid Also Maiuic 
Id those arcus were crowded the busy 
nierchantmen. Those eminent {ui<l ea- 
ter[»Tisiiig liouses, now onU' names to 
recall the foundatioi^ of Bombay's 
ness in foreign trade, of Messrs. Williiun 
Nicol and Co.. Messrs. Ritdiie Stenait 
and Company, Messrs. Peel and 

Company. Messrs. Fi^rbcs and Company. 
iles«rs, Rimington and Company, Miasiits. 
Edward Bates and Company and Jthers, 
were all congregated in these two once 
most bnsu' streets ol the Fort, 'cing tie* 
fore the Elphixistonc Oxcle, which the 
udlitj* imagination of ^rlr. Forjetl, the 
Police Cosnimssioncr, brought into ex* 
istence after 1860. Where are 
The new order of merchants knows thm 
not. and the old residents of the Fifties 
aremoreoi leas gathered to the majority. 
Some came to griet after the aftermath 
of 1^65 >6(1, some struggled for a few 
years uiore. and scane vwlimtanly wound 
up and bade a long and lasting Adieu to 


thf? scenes of their great cner can tile ac- 
tivitv. Who is now aware of tlic great 
house of W Nicol and Company where¬ 
of the two PlemingSi John and Janies, 
were the most active and enterprising 
That was a name to be con¬ 
jured ivitli. It was that hrm which 
was the pioneer of a gigantic private 
enter|»rise, the pioneers literally of the 
present Bombay Port Tmst It wus 
thej." who bunched that sdienie known 
in the moiietar)' circles as the I-Uphin- 
stone hand and Press Company. It 
wns thej' win> began to redaim 

the eastern foreshore From Camac Btm- 
der northward. The scheme was bnneh- 
ed in the piping times of peace and 
mercantile steadiness, w’hen none of 
those. w*i!d. fantastic and ambiHous 
achemes which came into vogoe with 
the meteor rise of that speculative 
star of i8t)3-6.i. Mr. Premchand Roy* 
chand. were dreamt of. ITie Uistor>' 
t»f that enterprise can be read in the 


mooiognipb b&netl under the -luthorr^ 
of the Port Trustees m 1905, on the 
occasion of the laying of the foundivtioo 
stone of the Alexandra Docks by King 
George V (then Prince of Wales). Bom^ 
bay ow^ a deep debt of gratitude tf) 
Lord Elpbinstone, the Governor, who 
gave the concession and to the 
firm of Messrs. Nicol and Company, 
who brought it to a head in 1864. 
Sinutarly may be mentioned the 
name of Messrs. Ritchie Steuatt and 
Company who were the promoters of the 
gigantic Backbay enterprise, inTevery 
way sotmd but which came to grief 
by the ill fate which overtook Bombay 
in 1865. The names of Messrs. Tracey 
and Michael Scott are inscribed on the 
pages of the comniercial histoty of Botri' 
bay. They were mightTi' builders, (hie 
6nn alone now remains, whi<di must not 
be omitted to be mentioned. That is of 
Messrs. W. and A. Graham and Com¬ 
pany. They were indeed riie Eargest 
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importers of Lancaabire pieccgoocts ami 
yams Icmg before the Raills, their great 
rivals being Messrs. Peel Cassels and 
Compan>% the head of which was that 
personage of massive intellect, Mr. Walt^t 
Cassels, and Messrs. Grey and Company 
who senior partner Robert Bannay 
of tinaUci^ renown in connection with 
the old Bank of Bombay* was the most 
prominent Gone are those disttngiush- 
ed members of those old £rms with 
their rich and honourable tradliions 
the like of whom tve shall never 
see again. If Bcmbay has tindergone 
a great physical transforrontion since 
1850, not the less has she undergone 
a radical change in the strength and 
ability of her old sturdy Englishmen of 
trade, the founders who Boufished some* 
60 years ago and more. 




Ckawer X.—the OVEREAND ^LUI, 
ANP THE POST OFFICE. THE 
OLD SECRETARIAT IX APOlj/i 
STRiaCT. 


T he itinerary of the Fort m the 
Fifties would be incomplete were 
no mention made of the situation an*! 
candition of the great public offices. Of 
ci>ur^e, it goes without raying that in 
Ibose quiesoeat days the work of the 
adnimistratioji in all parts of the coun¬ 
try was not »o circumambient as it is 
to-day. In the first place there were 
no sea cables to cariy on hourly co fu- 
inunication with the Chainnan of the 
Board of the great East India Company, 
‘fhey callerl themselves the Court ot 
Directors iUtd their office was in (be 
historical Leadenhall Street in lAmdoua. 
The Oiainuan occupied the pusition of 
the Secretary of State and communi 
cadons between him and the Governors 
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POST or^tc^ 



















■Twf (Jovemor-Ccneral ot the day were rt?- 
both official and private. 

The Overlaitd Mail* 

Tilt ‘‘ overland mail " as wv catted 
it was bi-monthty, wlien we are to-day 
agitating for a bi-wcckly. That alone 
tehs us of the strides which both the 
administration and the mercantile 
onoruiimit}' have taken. Tbii^s were 
done leisurely which carried the uniijne 
advEUitage of greater conccntrattctn of 
duiugJiL. and greater length ut tttne to 
study the grave problems of adminiS' 
tration from all poinU ol view', Xec*^ 
aarit y in India of the lime there were nor 
so iriiUiy TimtHpl ientions of ptdilic tjffices 
as there arc to-day . lie they at the ^eat 
of the centm} authority or at the seats 
of the two important rmidencies »f 
Madra< and Bombay ‘’Efficiency''* 
may have I>een kiuiwn to the H^Mionr- 
able the Court of Directors ;md to the 
great pro-cooisuls carrying out their in- 
stmetuuL^ in obedience to the i>L>rK>difiaJ 


Despatches of grave import. Still ik. 
was not a word that cmiiated in the 
minHc ot the various admiiuaimtioDs d 
the time the same standard with which 
the great " lithcioicj' " Viceroy made 
them familiar daring his eventful 
septennate. 'Che overland mail wos not 
regular. It could not be e3qjectcd with 
that dock-like punciuality noticed at 
the cofumcnccment of the twentieth 
centiir>% Navigation had not been ao 
perfected. 'I'he P. dc O. Oo/s vtascls 
frotii Suez to Bombay were in their 
infancy and their commanded had to 
leam many a lessen from those gallaat 
officers and ^entific geographers of 
the Indian Navy of which not only the 
Hcnourable the East India Company 
but all India the T'nrtfd Klngdoni 
should remain proud. The Company's 
officera had to undergo a vast training 
to mark out the routea and they had 
to greatly depoid on what the gcogia' 
phere of the Inditn Navy had (hen 




accomplisilicd Those curious about the 
history of tlie navigation of the Red Sea, 
the Indian Ocean and «he East African 
Coast, would find ample pabolum of 
the Scientific efforts d those officers in 
the papers read by njany of them before 
the then Geographical Society since 
merged in the Bombay Bramh of the 
Roj^al Asiatic Sodety. 

The Postal Service. 

Apart from the overland mail, the 
postal service was alsn in its mfancy. 
The reader should remember that there 
was no post office in India in the accepta¬ 
tion of the term till 11137 and it was not 
until ifi54 that anything like an organis¬ 
ed effort was made by the tiovemment 
to carry on what may be called' pnmi- 
tive postal work. Inland nmils were Jew 
and far between in the fifties- They 
had to be carried by Stagjike postal 
roimeis. a race by themselves; Before 
1854, on the recommendation of the 
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CommxssjoTi io 1850* there 

was no aucJi thing a postage I 

Between 1837 and 1854, private service 
or enterprise did alt Uie work under Go- 
vcnunent protection, Tliese private pos¬ 
tal agents levied cnsl* for a letter. There 
IS a history by it of how they distribttted 
letters in the city which must be related 
in a sabs(K]ucnt chapter. Suffice to say. 
thst^in the Fifties 3 letter Irom Bombay 
to Lalcntta cost one rupee per tola, 
and a tetter from Calcutta to Agra t2 
annas f What a fortune postage stfmp 
ooHectorp m^ht make by searching 
for Indian postage stamps of the yeai 

1854 f 

Administrative Work. 

But such being the conditions of 
communication, it would be readily rea¬ 
lised that all administrative work was 
not only slow and leisurdy. but hardly 
considerable quantitatively. The " Co¬ 
venanted Clerks ** of the East 
Company, must have had a fine time of 
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it. and we can well imagine how the 
Indian Civil Service of to-day would 
sigh tor those blessed days of the Arca^ 
dian era of the Fifties when reports by 
tons and miles were absojutdy uoknown 
and did not worry the District Pasha 
gni ftkiii g his hooka of quietude, with 
none of the petty ty rants of the Secre¬ 
tariat to vd his peaceful soul and to 
remind him of the belated character 
of his divers reportsN WdJ, then, it 
might be said that public 
few a"d lar between in the Fifties. 1 
course, they were aU located in the 
Fort. Save the Secretariat and the 
MUitarv Staff Office and the Custom 
House and the Post Office all earned 
on their appointed work in bnildiOK^ 
rented on hire. 

The Secretariat Building was the 
building which has t'mg been called 
*' the Old Secretariat in Apollo Street, 
once the residential quarters of the Go¬ 
vernor of Bombay. The last of such a 


,S«trap. it is said, was Jonathan Duncan 
.who died of choJem in the beginning of 
ninetecntli century and was bnried 
m the outer churchyard of fJt. Tboma-s’ 
Cathedral, till that qrace by the Munici¬ 
pal Act of 1865, was closed for all pnr- 
posea of hurtal. The tombs there were 
removed and taken elsewhere, white 
st>me of the prominent ones were relaid 
«u the inner floor of t!ie Cathedral, that 
Duncan included Of course, the 
Cath^ was in reality, next door to 
the Governor's residence. So that m 
the days of the eighteenth centurv, 
all through, the Rtiropean wetron must 
have realised in concrete what was 
meant by Church and State. 

The Oltl Secrelariat Bnildiugs. 

The Churcli stood under the shadow 
of the State. Each edifice stood in its 
s«ilitaj>' gloi^‘ surrounded by large shadv 
trep. Even in Uie Fifties the Old Secre- 
tanat Building was standing alone amidiit 
» large .square with irecs and gardens, 

t3-e 


having a caretaker who had a house 
at the back, say in Tamarind hane, 
or Dean I,ane. It is quite conceirabJe 
that there waa no building during the 
greater part of the eighteenth ccntuiy, 
between the area enclosed by the Secret 
tarlat and the one which surrounded 
the Cathedral- Biuce Lane which 
now divides them must have existed 
later on and therealter the Forbes's must 
have reared their statel>' offices there. 
The name Bruce belonged to a partner 
of an old firm which carried on its busi" 
ness as Bruce Fawcett and Company' 
whose successors were Messrs- Reming^ 
ton and Co, There are yet niiiny traces 
which recall how nice, cool and d^ant 
the edifice mitst have been as a guberna¬ 
torial residence, till th^; official vandals 
at the conuncncenteiit of the i^th cen¬ 
tury converted it into the Secretariat 
office, end till the exigencies of the State 
prompted it to dhqiasc of the building 
many years ago to *' Raja Bahuduf " 
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Shivlal Kotiiat of Indore, a shn'tffiiig cde- 
lirity. Further vandaliain overtook tJie 
historical h nil ding after this titivlar Raj^ 
converted it for or(jUiuir>* iiusmess 
ufhces to exact his ecomic rent on 
the capital invcfstcd in the jmcchase 
However. Bombay of to day muat fed 
thankful to him that he has preserved 
intact the largest portion of the garden, 
facing the west, where we can imagine 
many an interesliitg funcUcoi must liav'C 
taken place in the early days and where 
n<i doubt the fasiiion and beauty of B<un- 
bay occasionally met and k(q>t up djgni* 
fied revelr>- till the small hours of the 
morning. It is perfectly conceivable 
that all the buUdings in the front on 
the west were non-existent and tJie 
wind of the western sea blew sweet and 
low straight from the Back Bay over 
the western ramparts. 

The New Svecretarial Building, 

The Old Secretariat served its purpose 
till the multiplication of adiiunistrative 
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work urgently demandad a new build- 
i&g Qiougli spatit>ii 3 aiid boasting of 
some architccturai pretaiaionf, to b*? 
erected on the Mayo Road in the Seven¬ 
ties, Tiuti the edilca was shorn off all 
the oM historic glory of the hundred 
veara an I more where so many governors 
of the eighteenth century had resided, 
an<l where the affairs of the Prosidency 
were administered hy the Covenanted 
Clerks " of the Honourable the East 
India Company, the immediate prede¬ 
cessors of the new Covenanted Service* 
and issue th**lr august decrees by way 
of '* Resolutions ** of His Excellency the 
Governor in Council, after the manner of 
the D(^s* of Venice. A marble tablet 
at the south comer recounts the history 
of that State Building. But the present 
writer is not aware whelhor similar 
cablets have been placed elsewhere 
n old Government buildings either sold 
or utilised for other purposes. They of 
London are better every way in Gieir 
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Iiistoric instincts and lijstoric pcrccjittoja, 
T'or there cne sees a large numlier 
* of tablets which remind him of oh[ 
places of historic interest, Eut we in 
India are yet a centufy behind in all 
binds of progress The cnly matter 
in which there is a progress is in writing 
the history of India whereby a large 
number of old idols have hern whitc- 
wished, fait Ilf uincss and absolute 

accuracy Iiax'ing been a minus <iuantity 
jor the older official historians. Let it 
be hc^ed that some Coimcillor or Civic 
Father wilt rise in his place and 
plead for the sad omisston of civic 
amenities which while satisfying the 
tmt historic instinct would teach the 
rising generation to cherish the 
honoured places of the past with 
Uie accumulated Wealth of their tradi¬ 
tions. The Old Secretariat is tlic only 
«l>c preserved intact to recall many 
™ act of the Bombay Adiuinistratijm 
for over a ifnt«^J^ There ib wen a 
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greater reasson to give selected records of 
that cemtury, so hrimfuj of many a 
local and provincial cv'cmt, to educate 
the public which, alas I in these dzys 
of high pressure confines all its atten- 
tion to the present, following the eacam- 
pte of that Persian Prinw or Princess 
to whom the Past was a perfect blank, 
pnrt the Future a vast sheet <rf oust^ 
I would rather sing witii that insfured 
genius of the French Revrltitionaiy 
period, no other than Andre Chenier, and 
Mcall the colours of the past by the 
thoughts of the present. 

Lvt u* diiin],'8 4« gtptikiv Jinn^* flswii*, 

pftbt Ihr llkuu^hlfi th^ UfTuEijf iV 
tVfth tbft cfima^ cif Hiff 
IjfH u# kbdJ«> ^irt4iiTii Bt IhFdId pewiie fim 
Slitg tlv UTitfi 111 uixiefil. 


Chapter XI.—THE CATHEDRAI,. 

i acrnietinusA whi^n the iwvl umn jjt^tifi fclb 

JUdmn of ifiuncb drwft ths g?f v ^iwtonr* iiiilBi'* ( 

The other public edifice of im* 

puTtRHce which attracted greater atten- 
ticdi in the Eifties than it does at present 
wa5 St. Thomas' Cathedral It was in¬ 
deed a solemn and statelj' public biiiid- 
ing in those days> Our boyish curiosity 
and reveroice combined, often prompt¬ 
ed us to stand at tiie entrance of the 
W4*9tem portal of Oils stately shrine, 
witli its gne>- towers, the solemn toiling 
of the bell, attentively lisitating to 
“ the man of God" in the distant 
pulpit, -while within the historic aisles 
and all around was solemn silence, in¬ 
spiring us with an ineflablc ecstacy of 
the divine worship, Noiseless was the 
street on a Sunday evening and none of 
the myrmidons of the police patroQed 
it, making signs "chip, chip " to the 
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driver, oi V.h«l« P<«s»g by to 
slowlv Neither any Eiiiop<»“ CTMlable 
tlT^tarded that patrol m- wo. 
s^.eis within the sooted hall 
th” prayers with deeotwn unnunrf 
*ith arrv alarm or »nstemation. AU 

•'■-4 

" tZw. 

Christian 

„,i rtther cities where tue 

S::2"vi most ritw 
oration of the churches by to hM 
thens" could in no mnn»er ^ com¬ 
parison to to rathless 
theee "Christian" barbanOJls. p rp 
tog to be dvilised and cidtn^ «>d de^ 
to to lore of the bnmanit.es tooght rn 
their higher seats of leaintog. who doting 
^late.twar desrroy«l *1' 
t^ral beauty of the great 
RheimS" The cathedna to Uiur^ate 
Street EUed oui youth, ever mmdful of 
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*’■* with solemn 

re„«once. It me,, be interesting to 1«™ 
nw meny of the congregation of the 
assembli^ weekly for womhi,, there 
"f the fact of the n^ are 

V oach of the bicentenar,- of this historic 
P on the Christmas rlay of igi8 ]■ 

Hittery of ibc Pirsi Chapel. 

The cations may leam frmn Mr. 

Wwardes .tccmrnt in the retosed Bom- 

l?i b'gitniinBs of the 

atten'd'^.i“V* which 

attoded Uie Brat atten.|,t to bnild God 

a church in the city two handled eeatf 

aso and more. The very fi„t eh.,,ei evm 

thrmght of for the spiritual miiusttati.« 

the Christian offleei* of the Oovem- 

mcnt of Bombay. Uic scat of which was 

en at Surat, was in ibds ! The chmid 

»« a mere room in Uie Bombay Castle. 

_^^^ ears later tSerald Aungter's devout 

"" f"' •“c 




eatieatiesi tu the honourjibJc directors 
at Home brought the cheering news of 
the conslniction of a cluirch on the Bom* 
bay Green, then fully open to Gie Bade* 
bay sea, and monies to the extent of 
Rs. 50,000 were collected. Then sudden¬ 
ly after the foundations were laid, there 
was a long lull, scjme one ungodly had 
violated the decalogue and the funds 
were spirited away! it is ever so in 
human affairs. Man's cupidity never 
fears to lay hands cm the most sacred 
things. 

The histoi>’ of tltc Christia.7 church* 
es for well nigh seventeen centuries is 
not innocent of such profane dishonesty* 
Bat to come to the history of onr local 
church. It was during the governorship 
of Mr. Charles Boone, a most energetic 
pro-consul, full of practical ideas which 
he was able to carry out, after Gerald 
Aungter. the earliest to lay the founda¬ 
tions of Bombay, that the unfinialiefi 



chapel was corapletwL the funds 
been provided by means of a lottery. 
One cbaplam, Mr. Cobb, was most uistru- 
mental in its completion and it was on 
the ClirLstmas day of 1718 that it was 
opened with an tmposhtg ceremonial. 
But till 1835, it may be observed in 
passing. Bombay episcopate was sub¬ 
ordinate to the see of Calcutta, ft was 
in that year that by a legislative enact¬ 
ment, Bombay was raised to the dignity 
of a bishopric with the Reverend Mr. 
Carr as the first Bishop. The Cathedral 
was found somewhat incommodious and 
in i8b5 a chanced was constructed to 
the east ivith another State ceremonial 
by Sir Barile Frere of which I was one 
of the spectators- 

’* Cowasti Cross,'* 

Tlie ever philajithro}>ic Mr. (after¬ 
wards Siff Cowasji Jehangir donated 
It witli a beautiful fountain, costing 


Rs. wUicli stands at the Mitrancc 

of the Western gate- For tlus catholic 
benevolence, for Sir Cowasji was nothing 
if not catholic in all his philanthroiiy, 
his orthodox ccinmtinity of 1864, was in 
revolt! It was a profanity of profanities 
for the sck^i of the rich Pars! house of 
the Ready me nej's to erect a fountain in 
& L'placc of worship devoted to Chnstta- 
dity t And ft me of these Zotoastrian 
fanatics of the day. a remnantit^mbich 
class still exists, nicknamed the-donor 
“ Cowasji Cross '* as the structure is sur¬ 
mounted with a cross, The fanatics are 
dead and their names are steqied in 
oblivion-but the beautiful fountain still 
stands, a w’ork of art as mucli of charity, 
for at any day and at any hour one may 
see troops of the poorest Indian huma¬ 
nity residing in the vicinity, filling thence 
chatties of water for their domestic 
use. The Cathedral was also enriched 
by ft magnitictnt organ, at a cost 
of Rs. 15,000, made by the weil-known 




makers, MessjB. -Bishop and Starr. The 
alow and solemn chimes, however, of the 
Cathedral ciitck, which in the silence of 
the lU^ht were heard at a long distance 
remained till late- The structural al¬ 
terations and other exigencies ol the 
sacred edidcc Itxl to some changes. But 
gone, gone are the suleinn. slow and 
rythmical chimes of the Catliedral clcK'k 
which used to ring in our ears during 
the Fifties. They atiuck all quarters, 
and the deep toned hours as they rang 
filled our young hearts with infinite joy. 
The change in the chimes may have 
heen necessary by the utUitarinuisin ul 
the day hut to mb it Ls a change which we 
ffigret. It has obliterated all old me¬ 
mories. It lias dissociated our old asso* 
ciations with the historic 
The iron age of the twentieth century 
has for ever destrq>*ed the one utility 
which had so well served the Fort of 
Bombay for a whole centiity 


Ardiitectuml Urandcur the 
Catbcdral. 

But it is interesting tu relate that 
in the Fifties the Cathedrol was the unly 
^Qce of any orchiteccnral i>retensjon 
ii>the Fort, save the Town Hall, As 
sucii^it was a thing of joy and beauty, 
of rev^ercnce and dignity ail through till 
the fir^rt lustre of its architectural glory 
was dimmed bj' the RajaJ>ai Clock 
Tourer and its musical chimes. And 

modemism hasomiilctely jut' this hoary 
fdifice into shade smec. Foi how many 
tire there of the reverential ^itit to l>e 
found in the city who care much for it 
though on great State fKJC^o^ it is 
yvt the only suitable and majestic place 
of worship within whose four walls 
" Tc Deuins " and universal prayers for 
wor coitntrv and sovereign are heard* 
It is to be'presumed the devotees now 
congregating there go more for the rausu: 
there th an for prayers or sermons But. 
perchance, a m^it^hris^iftn is entirely 
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wn..!g it. fia aannise. It may be that the 
Cathedral is very wt:!! cared for spirittml- 
h-, and that there ia no fault to be found 
»Jth men of the State who dispense 
the patronage of the Church. An ui/- 
quent preaidier who could send a thidll 
through the hearts of the worshipper'^ 
lias been somewhat wanting for nuny u 
year. No learned divine and scholar 
preaches now from the old pulpit. A 
Uanning or a Vaughan ahme can revive 
the spiritualin^ within the Cathedral 
Or «t may be. as many allege, and us thc 
ration^ism of the day teaches, that Uie 
creed itself Ls decaying and dying. What 
ever may be the cause the Cathedral 
is not the Cathedral siiiritually which 
S^dy Seventy occasionally u'setl m 
visit to Itear the preachings of the chaii- 
lams of the Fifties. Still it stands out 
the midst of all mundane tilings 
•surrounding it as the iondmark of the 
of Bombay. The Town Half 
*s sjtnply modem compared to it And 
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one can hardly point out to a ainglt 
stately edifice erected by Govcmmeiit 
two liundretl years ago which can he 
fairly associated with it. There have 
not been wanting local vandals wi^ 
the suggestion to rate this historic pile 
to the ground, but the historic sp.nt 
of our dtwens has never totened to tlie 
voice of these imlustorLc folk- 
it b to be presumed were the auggcstioii 
to be revived Rombay to a nmu wo^d 
revolt against it- So few and far br 
tween are the ^nhUc edifices which may 
count a couple td centuries and whose- 
inemuries are dear, that it would Ijc u 
dav of genend moununi! when the ruth 
less hand of the vandals levels it to the 
ground. It is to be devoutly hoped 
that no such fate will await lb'® buildmn 
which is so intiniately assoaaled wiUl 
the early b^innings of Bombay. 
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CaAPTER XII.-OLD BOMBAY GREEN. 
THE TOWN HALL ANTIQUITIES 
-AND LITERATURE. 

■^EXT to the hoary Cathedral in 
i X Church Gate Street, the object of 
the greatest delight and curibsity was 
the Town Hall, vulgarly pronotinced 
Tondal. '■ Even in the lifties every school 
hoy knew where was the Devi ** fthe 
Cathedral) and where the Tondal. " 
The cockney of tlie Tort ^inay not know 
Baharkot, Kalbadevi, Girtrattin or 
WijJkeshwar, but be knew these two 
pofiular edifices. Our youthfol imagina* 
twft was nn dimbt struck by these. The 
Lathedrai was a place of solemn wor- 
only open on service days. Not 
so the Town Hall, It was s place free 
aoce^ to all at certain iioais of the 
day. Strangers visiting the ** trilta '* 
of Bombay, cannot return to their 
otties without seeing the great civic 
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hall, the onlj'^ one of its kind and axdii- 
tectuxe in the cit>'. The (.rreeii niiw 
the Klphinstckne Circle Gardens, was the 
favotmte resort of ahnost all Pw« boys 
and residing in the Fort for 

evening recreation. Owing to thtciicnlar 
character of this pla>'gKHUid it wiis 
ehiikri in Guiratln. chabar ticmg 
a circle. It was exceedingly attmeth-e, 
for two or three reaMns, In tlie first 
place, it was exposed lo the soft iireexea 
from the Bay on the West, far 
the green was health ^giving, and really 
served as tt Iting for the tecrcation <)f 
children residing in the norUierti F<irt, 
the big Mmdan. heing too distant fw 
them. Indeed it is absolniely a fact to 
pay that wherea.*' the two Alaidan^ al¬ 
ready described were the resort of adults, 
chiefly Parsis. the Green opi.toBitc 
the Town Han. was the recreatina 
or playground of the children, also 
mostly* Parsis. There were no hiErh 
buildings around h. lit the south at 




some tti^aiic6 were those godowns 
of “Afim " nr opium, Circat 
activity was to bt- seen in the buildings 
and warehouse which owed their cxis^ 
tence to one eitterpristng KuroiKraii eiu.- 
ploye© of tire Hast India CotniJani*, rC' 
joidng in the name of tlensliaw. Mai^ 
waris and oome Jews trading ht the drug 
docked here and insiHxted opium. So 
after office hours a huge ipmntifv 
of opium 4>r ]>oppy leaves dTie<l, were 
seen atre^ra b that part of the 

Fine Statuary. 

At Uiis south end there was a gfoup 
of fine marble statuary canopied con¬ 
taining a statue of Lord Cornwallis 
$uriound^ by oth^ dnblcmatic figures* 
It was evidetttly raised SDtaewh^re in 
t8o5. if my memory- serves right. 
It was a memorial in honour of Lord 
Comwallis, who was the Goventor- 
Oeneral when the battle ofSermgapatani 
^as fought. There was a gr(^up 


illicit rdated tlii: gloria of the 
E. 1 . Company, including a bag of 
!*Jiiliing rupees by the aide of a female 
)igiue- rt was a most excellent work 
of the marble sculptor, and if fuibisbcd 
up to-day and pJacerl in a conspicuous 
part of the Oval, say sruuewhem neas 
tlie bandstand, would be greatly adiuir 
ed But the custodians of this stntnaiy'— 
the best we have yet se€3i“lia>*e allowed 
it U> lie JiP a lumber in some comet or 
other. Heaven knows where. In all 
probability it will be allowed to slumbex 
tlierc until, some dajv our Sovereign 
again revisits the city, and opens the 
Musetinih which has taken already nine 
years to build, and the public is once 
more afforded a perennial insjMictJon and 
appreciation of tlie statuary with the 
ejaculation of ** Wah f Wah 11 Hao- 
ing the west, the green boasted of a nice 
well of apriiig water which served day 
and night to quench the thirst of way- 
farers. either cotton brokers or opitun 


brokers, or derks or strangers. The 
exigencies ef the place and its new amen' 
tics after the Elphinstone Circle was 
btiilt. demanded thar the well skoitld be 
tilled and closed. In its place tbey have 
erected on the identical spot a handsoiuo 
frumtain hearing tbe name of the <irigi' 
nal donor of that most sen'ieeable well. 
Here seated under the grateful shade of 
the dd tamarind tree, whidi still exists, 
there was to be noticed groups of all 
kinds of men at noon or in the afternonn 
recess and otherw-ise refreshing 
themselves, There were always seated 
sweetmeat-sellers and others to satisfy 
the inner man Thi^ itinmntB serv- 
ed a useful purpose in those-day s, and 
hw many years after, tilt at last the rrani 
tea alioiis and the Hindu LTpaJiar Grhas 
studded the city Curiouslv enough the 
landmark of the old Boiuhay green may 
5tUl lie noticed, somewlmt modified. 
One can visit the place at any hour be¬ 
tween 12 noon and 4 p,m. to find that a 
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similar class of people who resorted tliere 
tn tlic Fifties still \Tstt it. It is jnst lifce 
modern Londoners resorting to tlie ta* 
veins whore Johnson and Oarrick, Gold¬ 
smith and Joshua Reynolds passed their 
time in intellectnal and other bouts, 
Bui this particular sixjt on green was 
an alffesm rcfreslimenl place. 

Muitic on the Green. 

The other attraction of the green 
for us young boys oi the Fifties was 
the music that was played there et^en’ 
eveniwg after sunset. It was a custom 
which had continued froni the days 
when the thivemors of Bombay resided 
in the Fort in the building which is 
known as the “ Old Secretariat-'* Those 
august admizustmtors ceased to occupy 
it after the death of Jonathan Bimcan. 
But the practice to regale Govemiiicnt; 
House continued till it was given up in 
the Sixties wdien the Mphinstone Cir¬ 
cle came to be huilt and the Military 
Staff • fhecs, opp 5 site the Cathwlra], 
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«■> tUc sround. 'n,e staff 
aSces extended from the south end ol 

owasji PaUJ Street, where stands the 

^isome pile of the Honskong Bank, to 
H>e cndof Kemp and Company ipremise* 
and into Parsi Bnxaar Street, as iar as 
the gudoamof Mr. Hasaiialli. the station- 
<?r. ilie^ P®**^^*^ ^ut Si low yeUtiw lioUifCj 
at ti«e oast end of Ilmiiam Street opposite 
tile ijid Seemnriat. where (m yeaw u>~ 
gethor medical ,dores were kept Tills 
housfci W@^ for years U‘o official residence 
OT office of Uie " Tovm Major So from 

tliat office lit. to the end of the MilitsiP' 
Staff buildings at the comer of Ket«p"s. si 
baud, ihimetimes consisting of drums and 
fifes, and somtlinics of ntusi<aii instni- 
ments. played airs. In fact, the bras# 
band of an Indian infantry regiment 
went ujj and down i^romenading this 
part of the greea. and out boyipli dd^ht 
at Itearifig such music was great. We 

' ate the fresh air. and tickled our ears 
with ihi* regiruental music I 



CcRiing to the Totch Hall, tel it he 
?aitl that tlio of stc^^s in tJie Fifties 
wercriaily thromted at evc-ntirtc by s«of» 
of cbltdren for puqjtttcs of ** esiting the 
ait" and |ila>Hiu;. It \ta? an exc-eUent fta*- 
time J^oin^J iiyj and down the llij^hts 
of stct»4 till t>ne was tired. OfiittindiiU of 
the call of iSmidsen fliil' w1h> feared Issi 
we should have a fall and tiur parents 
upbraid them at luuiit. My seivant 
Jivan,** 1 reiutfinbcT verjr well, was 
one of those extremely ncrvoiut feUims 
wliom it vem a cnief pleasore to tease by 
tnereased efforts at nmnin^ up tlie stirita 
and climbing dowi) the !>a]inisters. The 
verandah also served as a kind of 
playi^rmmd. The bnite miniher of ittid- 
dhistic, Assyrtan and other idols ox the 
ftyit of the niutb-eastent staircase, the 
proj)erty of the Royal Asiatic Society, or 
Geographical 5 ociety\ wus: a cotistant 
source of curiosity, and J .■aq^pose it was 
my constant gazing d rfukse AsR>'rian 
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and otlwr antKjuitles whiclv led to my 
dcrv'onring all literature atxnit these and 
caves in Westein India and elsewhere 
at a very early period of my college life. 
These antiquities unearthed by many an 
antiquarian were my earliest inspiration, 
and I owe my love of all antiquities to 
the inspiration first imparted by these 
figures. 1 distinctly remember that in 
1856 Mr. I^ayaid, of Nineveh and Baby¬ 
lon celebritsq paid a visit to Bomlmy 
and presented same of bis excavations to 
the Koyal Asiatic Society, and I also 
remember having seen him in person 
when on a visit to our Klphinstone Ins¬ 
titution in company with Dr. Haines, 
then Education^ Ins^fector o( the 
Central Division- Mr. I^ayard was a 
stout personage, with Urge whiskers 
which were the fashion of the period. 
But these are a few petsoaaJ digrea- 
aions which I daresay will be excused 
by those who read these scrappy 
recollection!^ 
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The First Town HulL 
It IS said that Burabay did not 
boast ot any kind <rf a Town Hal!, siiiail 
or great, artistic or inartistic, spacioas 
or confined, during the first few yeais 
of British rale. It is recorded tliat in 
1665 a room in the law courts of the day 
where judicial administration was car¬ 
ried on was occasionally allowed for the 
purpose of a meetiiu.; by the citisens. 
Two years later a mjuiII hail wa-sset 
apart in Aungier*^ tVorr. which was 
situated in Maplas p^t (Afapla was a 
Nfnlabor nicrcliant and great landowner) 
in the street known 3 i^ Himbaft in the 
Fort. The ^0/ with a large coui ±5 ard 
in tiie centre still exults, and may be 
inspected any day the curknia. The 
part w'bere the hall wa> situated was 
burnt down in the iiighties. but there 
is a tablet there which informs us bow 
200 yaars ago Otinbao' street w’as almost 
unbuilt upon, and therefore open to tJie 
sea, with no buildings whatever in front 
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to obstruct the -vcimc of Rack Bay in 
the West, Cl I notify (?nougii my vety 
first sciicKit class was in the ^fapla'*^ 
ptil for a tiitie«. It was the first An^ rt, 
Vernacular scho<>l endowed liy a 
phtlantbruphic Paisi. the late Vtr* 
Dhunjibhoy Niisscrwanji Caraa, It wai^ 
commonly known as Ayrton's school 
owing to tJie fact of Mr, Aj’rton the 
Ijcrson who first suggested the fnimda^ 
tion of the schot^L He wqs a solicitor 
lu goiid practice but rose on his retuni 
to Ixmdon years afterw'ards to be Uie 
tim Minister of Public Works in the 
Ministry of Mr. Gladstone in iSyi* ft 
was in 18^9 that I went to this school, 
a bfjy «f 5, ami later itn the late (Stt) 
P. M Mehta was my school fellow in 
that seminary. and I am rejoiccil to say 
that the friendship finit fooiiwl there 
continued till the day of his death in 
The Camas were the earliest social 
and educational rcfortneiH in the fifties, 
and it was owing to their encouragement 
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thal SEr. Dadabhal Nowroji eventually 
became a partner in their I/indx)ti)irm in 
x 85S. One more fact in canneetton wlifa 
the Pci may be related here. It 

was an extensive building miming south 
and eastin the east was a range of 
aliops and at the central t«nt there was 
also a vernacular schtfol knotvn as Meh- 
taji Tamahram. The school tl<uirushed 
far years till transplanted by tlie tatter* 
day pritnary schools. In reality it wus 
a kind of covered court-yard with stone 
seats crecterl parallel to each other and 
a ventral gangway between. Reyoid it 
there was the office of Mr. RiittiinjiHduIji 
bottle walla a wealthy mt^rchatU trading 
with China in opium. jiearH etc, He bad 
AH an as.sistaat in the Filttes, a ihstingui* 
shed alumnus of Elpbiiistone College, a 
cuntemporaiy' of Mr. liatluljhat Nowroji 
and S. Bengalee, in the |iersm of tJie 
late Mr, Ccwasji Edulji Khambatta. He 
njise to !>e the Chief Manager in tlji* .Scvai- 
rics of the Port Canmiig Kedamation 




Company iji Calcntt* whicli he brought 
up from a most dot>rcs 9 od condition to the 
very mendian of prosperity. This venc" 
able hnstness man, seholaj; and pub¬ 
licist died about three years age {1917.) 
But Bombay knows not some of its 
past [it eran- men of distinction. 

The Present Building. 

'Turiiing again to the history of the 
Town llali. it ma^’ be observed that iu 
1720. what was known as the Town Half 
was a large room leased in the house 
helongbig to one Rama Kamnti. Here it 
continjed till lySS when accommodntitui 
was provided on a door of the house iu 
Marine Street, known as ’’ Hornby 
Hi>iise/' the same where the High 
Court was located for years together, 
and which till late was in the occiipU’ / 
tioD of the Great Western Hotel Yet 
a further wandering took place while 
the citizens remained without a 
permanent hall of their own suited to 







their growing ^s'ants and uoportarce oi 
Bombay as a commercial city- Tltnr 
great builder. Heoshaw mooted the 
erection of suclt a permanent edifice, but 
evidently ibere was tio rcsjKmse. They 
st umbered, the Arcadians of those dny s, 
till t$u« wheti the two most iiifiiiential 
and wealth}* lime* of Sfe^rs. Forbes aitd 
Company and Messrs* Bruce Fawcett 
and Comp an}' moved the Govemnient 
in the matter. Sir Charles Forlies, 
the head of the firm, was a name to l>e 
coniured with and coimttanderl tlie 
gard and esteein of the entire Tfi dian 
and Fnropean pophlation. It was re¬ 
solved to raise the fund.s by a lottejy. 
which the thjvemment readily saiic- 
tioncrl. A lakh and ten thousand were 
raised but the cost was a great deal 
more. It was resolved tr> raise u 
second lottery, but it failed. A third 
attempt however j)ro\^ed successful. At 
last plans and estimates were framed. 
The edifice was designeti by Colonel 
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C«wper, R. E., and was completed in 
iS3a at a cost nf six ialdis. Lastly, it 
sljtiuld be mentioned that in the Fifties 
and Sixties, many a lecture on literaty 
and soentific subjects was delivered !>v 
learned professors, scholars, divines, cok 
j^incers and others, wUicIi were of a 
highly interesting and instructive cha- 
Tacter, Fijst and foremost in this litcr- 
arj- activity weretwo Protestant Misston- 
uries of note, namely. Dr. Wilson, 
whose name is associated with the great, 
thrivingooUege at Chowjjatti, now under 
ihe princjpaJship of that other divine 
■Siul Scholar, so tuJl of eloquence, the 
Revd. Dr, .\faclcicban, and the reverend 
JJr. Murray Jifitchell. Both were emi- 
neni scholars and linguists, and litivc 
left a mine of knowledge on Indian 
suUj'ecis which may be diligently quar¬ 
ried in the Library* of the Royal Asiatic 
{society, itself founded by a distinguish¬ 
ed man of literature and European fame, 
no other than Sir Janies Mackintosh 
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who, in ihe early ninetetjilli century 
adorned our High Court as an erudite 
Chief Justice- 

.Mciihanics* ln.4tifutc Lectures. 

Almost alt the lectures which I had 
heard in my youth at tlje close of the 
Fifties and the early part of the Sixties 
w'ere in connection with the Botnhdy 
{now Sir Sassoon) ^^echunics' Institute, 
which was Me literary soacty of Bombay, 
where scholars had abundant oppor¬ 
tunities to unfold to the uninitinteil 
know ledge's aniple page " rich with the 
aimib of Time." Besides the iw*o emi¬ 
nent Missionaries, tho'e was the Kev 
Dr. Fraser, w'ho was for tong the distin¬ 
guished principal of Sir Juntsetji Jiji* 
bhoy Parsi Benevolent Institute, then 
located in a hired house, Grst in Borah 
B.'uar Street, heloi^ng to Uie great 
Mapla, nest door to theShravak temple, 
and later in subsequent years in iiie 
spacious bouse la Church Street known 
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as Vtcaji beiug thr 

great financier and banker of the 
Ni7^i daring tlie first half of tlie 
nineteenth century. It was here that 
the late Mr. Dosabhoy Framji Karaka, 
first, and the late Mr, Maliipatram Itup- 
raiii later on, read interesting papers on 
their travels in England atul elsewhere. 
The lectures of Dr, Eraser were exceetl- 
ingty finished and ornate. He was the 
father of the late Sit Andrew Eraser, 
who rose to be the Lieutenant-Govemor 
of Bengal in the viceroyalty of Eord Cur- 
swaii There were lectures on scientific 
subjects from the pen of the professors of 
Grant Medical CoUr^e. Dr, Giraud being 
very prolific. He had an excellent deli¬ 
very, and was most popntar with the 
young schoolboys and college students of 
the Fifties, .Among professors of Elphin- 
stone Collide. Sir ,\lexandet (itant, the 
Edncipal iq the early Sixties, W'as most 
fuiiinus As the author of Aristotle's 
Ethics he had a Eurufiean fame, and the 
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Town Hall vra^ ajwayii tiironged to li^ar 
liis lectures. TJr. Sinclair, Professor t>f 
MatheTDatics. was annllier. Then tii«rc 
was Mr, Craig, a Ilanrlsome-looking ni-r* 
sonage, very coy and dimdy, who then 
edited the *’ Haily Telejrnvph and 
Courier." His lectures, too. were exit-ed- 
ingJy hnisUed au'i orjiate. hrastly, t»ne 
can never forget the lecture oil " Thidl 
Chat" delivered by that great genhis, 
Mr. Berkley, arnoitg the early railway 
engineers of the Fifties in tfit- i»;fvicc 
of the f*reat Indian Peninsula Railway 
Company. 1 lisivc a very nvid le- 
coIJection of that talented ejiginter 
anti of his elin|itence tviikh was the 
theme of universal praifte It w.is a 
thrilling narrative of wluit that great 
railway engineer had aeccimpliBlicd in 
the way of tuimelliag tht two < Shuts *vnil 
the innumerable diflrciilties lie hsul to 
surmount. Those turmt-lB are a per¬ 
manent monantent of his engineering 
skill and ingenuity. But he was alM> 


a most acconjplished literary artist. 
Wliere are men of sacH intellectual caJi- 
l>rc and talents to-day. and where may 
t>c the literary activity of a high order in 
th^c utilitarian daysf Alas, nowhere- 
th-,- professors are all for saving money 
stt as retire to their native Imtnes m 
good pensions in the very prime of their 
Us'cs. As we have boy dviltans. we have 
mostly boy professors at our art coUegea- 
Nt. d<niht there are exceptions. «i,t 
gone. gone, k the generation iif tlmse 
stalwart literary men under whom w© 
had our instruction in and out of the 
<*Uege. The worship of Mamitiou 
has smotlered all literary activity in 
Bombay, which, though first in com- 
mt-rce and industri. k tJie very last in 
scholarship. 



CuAPTJiK xm.—THlv HISTORICAL 
l»ROa,v\AUTIOH OF A*NIi 

THE T.TvirQUE DIWALI OF 1864. 
THE BEGIKNIXG OF HEALTHY 
SOaAL REFORM AMONG PARSIS. 

NE important historical fact ill 



the Fifties in connection with the 
Town Hall should not he omitted from 
mention here. The Queen V gracums 
Proclamntion of 1858 was proclaimed 
on the I St Niivmher of Umt 3*ear from 
the topmost steps of the great civic JialJ. 
Inrmensc crowds had gathered on the 
t oad, while the steps were throng^ by a 
variety of officials and notables. Lord 
Elphinstone. the OoveTTioT, who had 
stciired his bark through the trouTitoitv 
days of 185./ with constimmate state«- 
mawihtp and imeeasiftg watchfulness, 
was on the topmost steps surrounded 
by his Council, the fudges. ^tlu?|great 
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civil and military officers and almost 
aji the well-knmwi dmens, Ei3Foi>eiiii 
and Indian. Tlte proclamation was read 
amidst alt tlie pomp and pageantry <>f 
state then .wailahlc. Being an eye¬ 
witness ol that great historical cere- 
ntonial, it much impressed my youthful 
mciJiory. Methinks i recall even tt;- 
day as vividly as 1 can the scene Liiat ' 
presented itsdf to my gaze oft the (n en- 
im; of First November i$58, Therti was 
the temporary flagstaff planted at Ihc 
foot of the stqis on the road on the south 
which leads to tlie Custom Hoiipe, yiie 
cereitiuony began with a magnificent flour¬ 
ish of rrnmpets. Who read fJie English 
part ] cannot say : but I have a vivid 
remembrance that Mr. Vinayak Wassooe 
dev. the Oriental TransJaton whose face 
was not nil familiar to me, read the ver¬ 
nacular translation. *Vs sthui as the 
reading was.over a salvo of royal safnt- 
thnndered forth from the adjacent bat¬ 
tery , while the Union J act was hoisted. 


l''tirortiiiiat£]^' it hsipiidieil r>y »fnnc 
ina<lvtiiieiicc tt> have 1>e«n ht^iitted up» 
s«le down, which created *iiute a loud 
murmur in die crowd oi which I 
was an humble unit and ^'arceiy 
ct>nsc)0usf>f tltej>reat political evolution 
in British rule tliat, that eeremony 
presaged. But the elderly crowd was 
heard to say that U»e hoisting ol the 
dag t he wrong way was a sign of ill'Omcn^ 
But ill-omen or good-muen the llag was 
immediately lowered and was up ih a 
few seconds on the topmast in tiie rigid 
way. midst the tliumlercms dapping of 
hands, anrl the iiiirralis and the hu7.Kns 
ot tile crowd, the soldieis, muighng 
with the crowd to the solemn but 
statdy strains of ■' God save our 
Gracious Queen." 

An Eveuiog ol Rcioictitg. 

The evening was an evening of 
great rejoicings. There were brilliant 
illuminations in the town. The effect 
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was doubly iieiglit^ied by reason nf 
our being ihm in the midst of our Drwa’ i 
hoiidays. But nowhere was there a 
more bhuuig show than in Church- 
gate Street, and at the town residence 
ill the Fort of tiie first Indian baronet. 
Sir Jamsetji Jeejeebhoy, of great philan- 
tJ«<.»iiic renown. In Churchgate Street, 
in t.lie absence of gas, wliidi was not 
\'isihk* till eight years afterwards, it 
was one vast festoon, at short inten^als. 
of huge chandeliers, tighud witJi thou- 
snndA of candles interlaced with Aigand 
mifl a large variety of gJolje lamps, 
the largest stock, perhaps, ever exhibit¬ 
ed between Chtircbgate and the Cathe¬ 
dral. Thousands upon thousands of 
Iiersons, men. women and child ren, 
moved about in crowds, a perfect sea of 
all Icincts of turbans, sarfs of rainbow 
colours, and what not, to view the iHn- 
ntinations. It was indeed a rare sight 
which was greatly enjoyed. And the 
enjoyment seemed to have been greatly 


heightentiiJ by tb*; fad that llie old 
order of tlie Hrwt India Company's Raj 
Itad passed a^'ay, and a new order ot 
“ Rani ka Raj ’* bad that day been finn- 
ly establisIiGd througli the length and 
lireadth of the land. And tnjst to Hit* 
nuinc of good Queen Victoria (she was 
not yet Empress) the other which w.as 
lieard most loudly was that of the great 
Earl Canniiig, than wlitun no other 
(l<jvenu:ir-General had bonic the hnmt 
anil heat of die tirniLiIoiis eigliietn 
months during witicEi the fate of Uie 
great Empire treinhJed ui the Eahmce. 

r,at Canning’" was a honschold word 
and asso^:^ate 4 witii everytiiing that 
was calm, patient, eober and mencEub 
Tile few vernacular papers of the da}' 
pidihshed in the towji had made his 
great career as a fitatesmaii knowm to 
tile populace, and there was nnthing but 
unstinted admiration for hhu as the 
(‘•nvemor-General who was the saviour 
ut India. "Clemency *' Canning' may 
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lj«r th« name he amm]; a section 

ui the hilt-headed and unrestrained dass 
of l^uiiipcaus, but it was a name of the 
(Iccpesi reverence, esteem and regard 
among the Indian?^ 

I^uetn Vicioris's Long RciKn. 

But who thought amimg the vasit 
crowd that Itad gathered on ist Noveiu* 
her 1858. before the Town Hall. tJitit 
there would he celebrated twice in the 
same place., with even greater pomp and 
parade, with a higher cmisdousnts^ of the 
beneficence of British rule, twenty-nine 
and tMrtV'nine years afterw'ards when 
the Jubilee and the Diamond Jubilee 
of the brilliant and most prosjiierous reign 
of Victoria, the Queen-Empresa, tfie 
“Maliarani." ivere respectively celebrated. 
Such indeed tlie whirligig of time, 
and such sometimes are scenes of 
great historica] events repeated. A 
DianKinU J tibilee of a reigning sovereign 
is indeed the rarest of rare episodes. 


and happy is the nation and che 
vi'hi:' are fertunate to tvit- 
)iess it. In the loni; roll of Hn^hsfi 
Kin^ and the reign of Victoria 

alone tasted 64 years to enobte her 
ptfii|)le to rejoice in her Jubilee first, 
and her Iliamond Jubilee ten yeaia 
later. By a tuck.v and happy ineident 
it happened that I ^as in Ijondon 
tin the occasion of tiie Diamond Jubilee 
in and Itad the satisfactioii of jrar- 
ticiiTating in the Tcjoicings there, apart 
frrtm having a glitnpse of thcgfcal Quetsi 
for the hrst and lost tiine in rny life. 
But that glnupse had been a long and 
lasting ♦me, as the long, Iwtg and brilliarit 
pageant slowly passed in its stateJinefis- 
by r.undon Bridge. Birl no more of 
these recent recollections. 

The Diwali. 

As already; stated, the Diwoli c>f 
1858 happily came in the midst of the 
Proclamation rejoicings. Bnt it need not 
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be said U>at tlie illuminations of 1838 

greatly stimulated the Diwali festival 
alter tliat year. 

Ihere were ,w many irarieties of 
ights owing to the wealthy Hindus and 
-Wans of Kalbadevi and Sheik 
Won Strm. and of Barbate Street, 
m the I'ort. having leamt more and more 
of tile art of decoration and dlumbation 
The preidous Diwalis of ms- vtmth were 
no doubt feasts of lamps, but there wa* 
ii dead unrformit>^ and primitive picture 
csquttteas about them svhich, after a time, 
p^ed on one*.s gaie. The Proclamation 
illuimnations rwivified that old unifor- 
ntity and added » picturesqueness which 
was new and worth repetition. That was 
a distinct gain, fn the Fifties the Diwali 
was a sedate institution, Bombav was 
not so populous. The railways were in 
t^eir infanm*. Sight-seeing visitors from 
other parts of the Presidency were few 
™ between. The tamasha was more 
ui not so cosmopolitan, and the 


crowds net sonvimcioua oiid cirthusiafitit' 
as weliave been accustotned to since liidtH! 
days, when, thanks cothc railways, Thou¬ 
sands sojoom in this gretit city, of cont.- 
merce smd ixMliistr^' from alt t>arU of t hc 
I’residency. Bombay has established the 
reputation of being the' facile prmceps of 
all great cities in tlie matter of 

Diwali ilbmiinatioiis None can ap¬ 
proach her; not even the "'City of 
Palaces." No. the " City of Palms and 
Palaces ” is the only city in all Indin 
which presents sneh picturesqueness i jn 
a Xttwafi day, and adds to the brightness 
and Juyousness nf the occasion. Nowhe-re 
ra the Hindu new year celebrated witii 
stich cetaL As such it is a unique 
prescntatiirnT this Oriental illumination 
to the OccidentaL 

The Finest Oiwali. 

But .Bombay went on vastly «n- 
prtiving since 1858, to titat when the 
sliare speculation was at its giddy 



climax in 1863 and iS6«j. all Rambay pre- 
rented a xronclrons-sight tn the stranger. 
Never was she &t widely ablaae from 
CoJaJia to aiahim as in those haicy-on 
dny^ nheii Prcmchand Rmclmnd was 
the Kmg of tliat speculation, the Idol 
of mulUindes. and the Great tVid of Gold, 
at whose shrine Eumjiean and Indian 
alike |>iiid ptija. The ItiwaU of 1864 stir- 
posscfl aJL It remains nnsuqiai^^d* 
Nevemiorc ootild the l>rilltant scenes 
then presented be re^dved. Ttlimiina- 
tions there Imve been im the occasion of 
the visit of the Bnke of EdinbnrRh, of 
King Edwarrl VII. as Prince of Wales, 
of King George, as Prince of Wales and 
King'Emperor, hm; never aUalt Boinbav 
witites'' the peculiar Diwali illuminations 
of 1864 without gas or electricity, Tl^ey 
were unitiue and had a t^rifliancy and 
originality ,>f their invn. Each owner of 
a shop ur house Uliiminatcd his bclcmg- 
mgs according to his ability^. b«t tlte 
pervading religious scjitiment was at 


tlic hottom uf them atl. The 
of purity—purity in tliotight, purity 
in acticm, purity in atJ social relations, 
esj^ially hctwfcn trader and trader and 
merchant and merchant., tnterchaii^e 
of trading cotirtesics- were uommun and 
are still cont.mued- Indeed such ameni¬ 
ties lu trade as cnstoni and usage from 
times immemorial have directed are 
'Still wrth v& They will continue -hj 
long as the sun and moon entluro. 

Inner Meaning of the F&lival, 

This conservative cercnionial. ru the 
jmiest ray serene^ is indeed a glicterini; 
gem of holidays and is admirably sym- 
hnlical of the New Hindu Year. The 
poor, the middle class and the rich, all 
are pervaded by the all-inspiring and allr 
arresting sentiment Umi once s year, 
as Diwoli comes, there shonld be a dean 
sweeping of accumulated dirt and dost, 
that the shop or the bouse should br 
washed and painted, bo that the Goddeas 
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ot l urit.v iuftcl Prosperity muy haw wi-j. 

entrance. The humhlest ivould 
rti»icc in having his ilJunuitatinn with n 
cflitple fif rctl earthen sancvrs of tin- pji- 
luitTve type fcalled Mu} as tiiepottcr^i 
«f thousands of years mnde nnd are stiir 
uiahing. There should he ghee onle for 
thr purpose. The ncjtt in point of 
money would have oil butties in pure 
^leoonnt oil. sometimes cxjloijred witli 
grwn or red. thus giving a diversity ajut 
shade to the glaring bloy.r ad imjntL 
He would have or glass globe 

the earli^t foreign rmportation 
■> iujtun- The if not available 

would be borrowed froni some rich 
neighbour or pauem. And ihc honse 
would be illumincMl for four duvs with 
these cocoanm oU buttiKi, white, red or 
grn?4i The nesri higher stmta wouJH 
*^‘ve purtrstits or pictures of gfuls anil 
^^desses, side by side with thr^e of 
- in*«lciju rr Nelson or Qdl^cll Victoria 
oi some great mythological hero or 
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tieT<iine- 'Hie got)* nf tbe iDtlian pait- 
t'heoui wiTtild Iw there. A nr) inidfit a 
profnsv- medley nf atieh dec<')nition& there 
wortTti he ATgfliw! Inttni’f hesTde^ gliibe 
1ain))5. 

** Whiil n Tafiineha/’ 

And the highest fttata sueiety, 
the vvestlthie^. would have in udditum 
tinhfse, laigc mirrors in gill frames, a 
hftter style of picture decorutious and 
last Ibtmgh not the least, ail sltade.^ of 
chandelK-rg. The Bohemian or Vetie- 
tiaii glassware was the pride *»f the 
rich, and he whrt liung m fits hall or 
ptdh^t tiic‘ largest number of Uiese 
decorated b}- the glittering prisniatie 
droj)% was esti^etued as a man of great 
riches. Tliere would be also by wuy of 
fore^ novelty a niusicai or dranintic 
clock witli soft chimes and other mecha¬ 
nical devices. Mechajiical toys. tiio. of 
foreign origin would be erhihtted wiUt 
t lie greatest gtisto. Crowds would stand 
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a«il gaze at the bla^jng liluininiitiona^ 
.Hid Iieat the music so Duv«d to Uicir 
cars You couJd uNid on the face of 
tHopc iimoccnt persons, a bcwilderitig 


aniazcnitnt And when they woiUtl rc- 
loctiintly move on they would he heard 
saying Wttlia, waha-, fcia taniajUia.^' 
As eomiacfce mcieased iht richer classes 
unpurted Brussels carptds and tnaav 
olhci knicknackii to adcjrn then halK 
In tlic Foil, Ea^aiKati- Street wua 
I tterajly ablaze vsitii thousands mJ 
ights fjnoiu globe lamps Aigand Jauips 
and chandeliers, and tJu- mi>st notable 
and famous place of stjcli llluuii* 
uaUima were the p^m of Jewraj 
Haloo, Rhtttao Makanji, r,«c«ldas Tejpitl 
and Ebrahhn Noorixidin, a rich Borah 
trading: with Qiinii, Tlie old and vener¬ 
able ftmi of Alnianirn Bhookhan Uie 
sreat bankers in miiuid exclianges, odier^ 
knott-u as •• ICaka ParatJ, " , 

„!T ="'=" 1''"'*= was tJtt 

Wee UinckJa and tht old U<»dy Street. 


AJI these throe were streeba where- rt- 
Jtided the wealtJticst Bhatlas. The I'arftJ 
skipkecpers and thwse iv«althy 
wlio had hntj^ in the street were not a 
wliti backward in their tlhiininarions^ 
and no Itoiifie wgK better aclmhi'd in 
Ea;EBrgate Street then that ot ** Botuln 
rastagia,” oppa^te the y!d Mnnoekjet 
Seti'e Ajfiary, now adorned with winged 
Assyrian bulls Messrs. Pcstoiiji Hirji 
inifl Cttnipoiiy vvere ridi China merchant^, 
and liad . some etccellent Chinese pictures 
which w'ere unfurled during Dtwali and 
the better class of the crowd allowed 
an entrance to die liouae tn have a view 
fif them, rfest Eorah fiazai and rami 
Hns^nr. widi their large niimber of Baniu 
Hhojdtecpcfs were in evidence. Ajut a^. 
to KuJbadevi; ifandvi and Sheik Mciu- 
num Sticfcts, tfiejr were almost ait im¬ 
passable in the Fiftica as tbey arc to-tlay. 
Bm the iJewali of tS6j and rii&i. re¬ 
mains to this day iinstttpa.«!Sed in magnt- 
ficence. People literaUy rolled in weaiUi, 


iiflil thai WAS sc'iiti hi the 

streets and t>n the jibi^oas wlio rlirrisiged 
the streets. Silver aiyl gdld were to lie 
seen by wsiy of onuunents in profnsiiciu 
BO that really evtai a Belsliaxzar tniglit 
hove ejiviwl that DiwalL thimgli 

all 111utniiioilDns were put off after rz 
midnight, il is an absolute fact lliut the 
sightseers, even from the distant moius- 
sil, were s« many that tlwn' carried 
long during the Diwali of i86^ till s a. ni. 
of the next inotning. Indeed night wa^ 
turned into day, and that without the 
aid of gas Of electricity 

A Snctal Consequence. 

One socia] cnnserjiiimcL* oi chat 
TuemtirabJc l^twali sjifcuilly dctlicatecl to 
tlie tinaiLciaJ genius of ilr, Pmticliand 
RiA'chand was the nmuber of vvoirieii of 
all classes, specially the Parsi^ who tuniifd 
out in their hundreds in the streets, 
cither iiti foot or tn (ipen carriages I 
That was a rihenoiuenon. whicli was not 



allcn\^ Ui pfts 5 upjwttjccd in tlit vemiu 
oilar i'iusSi nntalily the Rmt 
whicii WRS the speciat oigan uf die ww 
ciii] ref<(inier£ and f«uiH]ed l»y Mx. 
iMdiihltt^y Nowrojee and Ins friends, tv it It 
thitse pifuiwra- of social retorai. ihe 
Katnu>, Par^i tvomen of the hettet 
datsi uswl to go nUont in llieii carriage^, 
mostly sh^rams with the veneiittn w'in- 
dow."! dosccL Tlity iwcrl to like 

tlieii purdah instci^, tlititugU the vent- , 
tinns Blit the Dmoli nf changed 
it all. They went abaut driving in njjen 
carnages, a iiuivement first Jauttlywii- 
Tiessed on the day of the iUnminations 
ceielt rated on the great Proelainatiou 
liny. Thus it sometim(!!s liapjiens in 
iTulta that a signal au^iicious tvcait, tike 
the Proclamation or the advent of a 
Royal person age, or a special Foitcv* Fair, 
has the mighty induence of breaking 
through old, obsolete and coiiscrvative 
4nnttom, and that spotitaneouBly withfiut 
the artihciaE crutches of leaflet^, sermons. 
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and what nnt iroiti the socitlt re(oniK‘t5. 
tSuch events break down the barriers of 
old ctistoim asnut even the jjreatcat df 
reformers could posdhiy break Itut the 
long, long iind^towliigDiwali processimu; 
of 4i?f>4 have faded and reecdcsi mto twi¬ 
light. Thee liave, however, not fadwl 
troni the memory cjI the writm, who 
sighs and yearns foraniitlier bright hutir 
of that goldrm and pietUTcsque era. 
Long IKt; the I>iwati of our Himitt 
frimtda May it ever shine bright and 
bmtg peace and prosperity to all. Christ¬ 
mas like it comes once a year, but brings 
with it not only good cheer bnt Peace 
and (bxidwill. May tlie Diwali of 1919 
be Llie glad harbinger of joy to the eiu 
tire dvilised world, and may it usher m 
an era of prbloitgcd peaicc to afHicted 
and mourning humanity'. 




CiiAiTiLR XlVw^THK CUSTOMS 
HOUSIL THE 1X>WN BARRACKS. 
THE riRSl' MtTSEUM ESTAB- 
USHED BV Dk* BIHST AN 1 > Dr. 
BIRD WOOD. 


A Custota^ HotESc b the mast eHsen- 
tiut auxtlitiry to a government. 
We may truce its origin to the most an¬ 
cient usage of levjing to! 3 i’ al nnka or 
radiating centre, for ptiriioses of obtam- 
tng revenue. Nn organised gavem- 
ment, hoiA'ever pdsiiittve ot rude, can 
exist ^AiLhaut ratsing the wind rrom those 
who mmt trade or barter and be aftard- 
«d prott!ct(0}t irf tJtcir coituuodities. He 
must have been a man of resultrce wltu 
first devised Uie toll system which it 
closely htnked into, b based Ou equit}-;. 
The trader or the rudimentarv' barterer 
has to dispose of Ins cuttle rir food-stuffs 
or caimmodittii;s, he they for domestic 
utility or for the puri>oses of induigiug in 


luxMrjrV Ht* tniiRt Itavc m^ftlns of com* 
iiiiiiilcaiinn for convtjTiig tlitan from the 
place of production to the place of dis- 
tnbutiitn or market. That commmil- 
cation. be it a road or .-tome kind «f a 
ftfrj** has to be built or main taint'd!, 
II bas to be kqit in a condition of toler* 
able repairs- More, when the tjotwh 
enter tlie village or town tliey Itus'e 
to be prfitecled from thieves, which de¬ 
mands watcbtnoji. Thus e3£|icn««5 have 
tolw inctiiTcd, And it is but fair that Uie 
user of the toad end the trader whose 
goods ha\-e ro .be wiii^ardtd slnnild 
pay for fiiose expenses. Accordingly 
it t^tiie to puss tital tolls cutnc into 
vi^ue almost everj'wlierc. iji India the 
lol! system has been exceetlingly t»td, and 
iH/prmcebroiij»iit it to greater perfection 
tJiim Gmndragupta over 2,tH«i years 
ago. < if course as population and trade 
grc^v. .-^jftcially with fore^u countries, 
the loUs became itHire prafdalde. At 
the same time the ootlection of goods 
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hlfitight in Ifotii ar util' 

side, became essential. The k'v> the 
ca&ioii)5 rlties rendered it 5 timmur>' thiit 
^iMxls tmixirlctl or exiiortcd or liotli 
should vuiss through a single door ohew 
tlic toU could tic collected. There conld 
be no iiigres:» or cgrcssi wttiioiii. iiUyilig 
tlie does. The place or liouse wliere 
The diie^ hud to be paid come to be called 
*’ Customs House.** It was oln'ions 
dial it should be check by jowl with the 
horbiiur or landing place. 

The Bombay Customs f1ousc> 

Out own Cuslotus tfmtsc. wliwe it 
ni presently situated is at leafit 150 years 
old. In the mam its features have not 
ait4uetl since it was first built. There 
is a little tustury of it. In 100^, the 
Customs House of Bombay was riitnated 
in the Town Ban ackss in the Fort, near 
the Mody Bay. Hut by that is 

50 y'eaiB afterwards, it w as found iwcom- 
luodious and a hou^'^ hod to be built; 


II was near the verv edge 

wjjat was called the " Town Bonder!*; 
a name stitl in vogue- There is a very 
old iitarble slab proclannidg th** con-> 
stfuc'tioti- TJie bunder itself, however 
has undergone thiev irapruvementH dtir> 
me the ninetoeiith century, the {irst 
having taken place as early as T5oa, 
In the Fifties tlic Cnstorus Ho^^‘^vwas a 
large stragglint; place, but was tawar-^ 
crow lied by a variety of jiemoris. the 
lascars €jf the t>oftts which came aloiig- 
side tile iionder, the coolies wh<r haiiled 
goods up and dowm, ilie tuuccadams 
who deaied the goods, the chittiwallas' 
who properly made otit imijort and 
export manifests, the mtdflletnan and 
the smaller class nf traders. Kntering 
the main gate and reaching the edge 
of the bunder you saw iiundreds of 
native craft hustling eadi otlier and the 
crew toppling t»r v^Kiferating. The same 
Bceiie b presented to-day excqiir tins 
that, despite tlic tincks, the crowds are 
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larger. All thi: cJurical nfificef wvre 
sitnaiied betoiv while the chittiwalla^ 
drove a ro^hig trade. aernt of 

the lialf*a-dostai Assif tantComnussioners 
Jtad also thdr rtfsyiective offices on the 
ground (kjor. 

Popular Officials. 

Tile Assistant. Commissimi^ were 
most popular and wcI]*Jcnown. There 
wereMcsstK Faulkners Silva, Mdirjibhov- 
fiapujt Vicaji and Kumchandra L^mcmanjii 
of the Bhan Kasool family.. Scimc times 
mv' yoiiUituI ciirtbsity jirompted me lo 
accoinpany my father who, in eonnijc^ 
tion with his Aden husiness, had a good 
deal to do with those amiable and 
obliguig officials. Mr. Faulluier was a 
man of great hTimour very courteous i 
and evidently bent on pleasing those 
who came to him on business He 
made it a point that no needless friction 
existed between him and the traders. 
Faulkner, it if said, made his “big 
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pile dariiic Hte pTOspertms rtav*5 Vhe 
sliarc itinjiia, Itcing cxtrctnd;* oiiniiy, 
ht 3vtnin after retired, beijjfi cna* *jf the 
^er^t' Assistant Cojnmrssifineni wIk* eft- 
cti[H.‘d the aftennatli. Mea!4T>. SuiiKa ami 
Jiilva were equally amiable utul did their 
trork Aft w'ell a? trt elicit the prai^ of their 
stTlwrJiX?!. So. too. Mi. Melterjibhoy, 
wbii vfoi a son of the great Bapnjl 
Mehrji Vicaji, banker to the Nizam. 
Hb firm came to grief in i8.f8 und luid 
to go into insolvency. So Bttpnji's sous 
had to seek employment. Mi’ Mehril 
fouied tlte Customs, while anotlMtr bn^- 
Oiet Mr. Hurtnasjt, was provided with 
an flsfiessorship in the Slanicipality in 
Ml 'Meiirii was not only pui.ttilar 
and obliging with the traders, but also 
with the meml>eT5 of his ow n c<mm]lllLir^^ 
lie was n lot of a dandy, and the 
only Parsi who used to wear gIovt=5 
fif an evening at the Bandstand w’here 
he was a regular frc<pjenter Dideed 
lie seemed tt) us younger folk iiuit-e an 
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institution tlietc* Ht* anti 

ft jtoiciaT refoniwjr- in Uic Ffltics there 
wsw one Mr t>jv*»tmer. a Civilimi, wJio watt 
Chiei Ominils^itiiner ul Ciesttjima — & 


»ijdrile-nj*e<i penstJnaige* st?niowhrtt 
iaute. hut keen in f^iiuulatisg .. 

rk’V’biu^' facilities for hdpini' 

III ciie olden days, at the con^fe^^ ^ 
niexil 6E the iimeteentb cetit^y.. ^|Ih 9 
Covcnantcil Clerks ijf the Eiw liulte 
CiJiJipniiy who lived in the towip had 
Inreii uccuminodatcti with ajiai1.me«t» 
on the Jiist door of the Custi^uns House, 
Ktcn Air. Kinloch Forties, the talented 
autlmr of' "Bus Mala," who rose 
to he a judge of tlie 

Api'rdlute Side ot the Suprernt Court ot 
Jtidkatuic. wa» HJid to have lived in 
one of the apattmcncs during Ins early 
carver. 


Older Than the Town HaJL 


lu 1895 the Customs Hou^e cinder^ 
went some uutw'axd Lransformadon hy 


way «(f a g(x»d stfiiit pr»rcli. Another 
store\' was added to accomiUMdate other 
under offices ccviuiectcd W’ith the growing 
ivorit of tile CttFloms rioiiiML S^mc go»)d 
changes were made diJiing the Coironis- 
^ioiierHlu[) of Mr. (Jtftervvards Sir Charles} 
Pritchanl Tliu? tile Custnuis House 
may be sutd f.o have ^tootl where if ivas 
a hnndred and lifly years ago. It was 
a fme Rficdmen of an old-fashioned jjub* 
lie building eonstractefi tor the special 
piiqiase designed. As such it is^ iitder. 
than the ntLit door Town Ilall, iUoiigh 
not so old Jis the Tofwn Harrachs which 
are. indeed, a mcuiumcnt of the skill of 
the architect and builder of the seven* 
teenifa centrny Your ‘‘sanitary'' bar¬ 
racks of the day may be better in, some 
ways, but it will be readily recogniaed. 
that nothing can afjpi oach these barracks 
even to-day , though they have been for 
the last acvcaity years put altogether 
to a different purpose. The Castle and 
the Barracks are twins and the oldest 


retitf tjf tbp Bombay of the seveiiteefttii 
centtiiy after rt? acquisitioi^ which, as 
antic[miriajks tell iifj, was not acquheft 
:witUtiUL much trflv€dl some seven yeitrs 
after the date of the marriage t»f Chark's 
Ij. The PortogtiSe admiiiistrolor oi 
the da^* was so onwiUmg lo with 
the islaod. that he hrought lorward 
ai variety’ oE whew the Eiitl 

of llarlborDagh in 1662 first came with 
hU worship, .and four other ships, 

tJic of tjlje rslmid in the 

nooie of his sovereign. 

The Tawti 

Hut a few words more may be said 
atajut these Towii Barracks Tliey are 
a isrtlid piece »d utasoot} ■ exceedingly 
rare-mid hartlly to he foimd tn the city, 
save the earliest basin of the B(imha5' 
I^iickyaid, whicli the Portuguese hud 
built in Uie middle of the mtcenth cetr* 
fur?.'. These barracks are approadied 
by their mam westerly entrance, frontinjf 
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the Ba^,aigute iJtieec and you stand 
at onco hi the niidst of a siiaciotts ciuad' 
raiigle. On the right und left of the en¬ 
trance gates are a (light of steps which 
lead to the toi( flooK. The grotuid floor 
on Us three sides witihn Uie tiuadrangle 
Imft many Tooms where one European 
regiment, generally helangiiig to the 
East India Campan>% was located, it 
being unsnited to the soldiers ol British 
force, who were always lodged at Cola" 
ha It may lie observed here that the 
Eure^ean soldierj’ all over India was 
divided in die fifties, prior to the Queoi’s 
prudainiition of i85fl< into two, the 
troops exclusively lecraited: by the East 
India Comjuiny in this country and 
maiutained at its expense, and the trooijs 
brought here on service from the United 
Khigdoni. Tlje H. t, Euro|>ean soldien- 
was mostly of IChrasians, or " half-caste ” 
cs they were coiled. These were allow- 
td to marry Eurasian or even Indian 
women. The married were generally 


accommodated iii aijotiier biock. eqtiafly 
»tib<itantiai tm tlie cippt^e side of 
tlte road. These barracks for tlie 
married soldiers had thus its facii^ 
eastward aod its back to the west 
over-looking Homji Street. better 
known as Byrauiii Hoiriji Ijme which 
hjms into Gunlxiw Road in the 
north. 

Oasl India Company's Soldiers, 

Thfse E, r. ConqJimv soldiers of 
all brandies.iofantn’, artitlcT^' nnd caval¬ 
ry, ivere fine men, htiL thej’ were in 
marked contrast witli the rtiddy, sturdy 
folk tm service from Great Britain. One 
vice was most prominent m them“ 
'iisobrietj- * In im* youth, in the fifties, 
I used to witness many a drunken 
brawl ill Bajiarfate StTcct, almost 
♦ince a week. And when tliesc kept 
company with the jolly fratenuly 
of the mercantile ships " on a spree *’ 
hi the town, it w'as a sight to terrify all 


timid foUc. succially tin;. ■^ttiaU 
sliopkeq)^ in Ganljow and Baa^gato 
iitreets who vended Kroceriew, including 
tcjt, sugar iuid coffee. In a Umwl f»nc 
had to run up lor protection to these 
shops, for the?" always^ Tcn amok, thc^e 
tips}’ soldi ers, ainiHig the |*a£?«n^i)y. 
In those days ttie police was scarce, 
and more oi less the 'Hie patrnUing 
wtiuld take to his lieels. There wetc 
a ietv sturdy Panri shopJtecpeis, licensed 
lit^uor sellers. These were the men %vh** 
were brave cnongli to interv^e, and 
bring to an taul the quarrel and carry 
the besotted soldiers home peacefully, 
There were t'W such young rdlows td 
great fotiqiidity aird courage who would 
seij:c liic strongest brawler by the neck 
and tame him dtjuti as a beardeadcr 
could tame his ptayiiig tiear. One rjf 
thi! two brothers is still alive luid 
living in rctir'emenl at Deolati and 
Is still known by the name ol Makuo 
SalhirJ' 


Old and Venerated Name^. 

They hre taOnng ot lofty and venti- 
rooms in miidem baiTQtdjs, but 
(.nebad jitst to look at the ground tloor 
frwinv'i of tlie Totvii Barracks in the 
dCties to hfc cojivinced how fairly 
Ifjrty the\‘ \reT«‘. and how cool and 
ideasaot they must have been. There 
wai! adjoining the marrieil i]uart«rs 
in the s^mth a owsssi Iiouse, a iine 
fiiik'-^tuncd biiildiiig which for yeats 
served as the ” SliijJpuig Offit'e hJ 1<^ 
the Town Barracks Were pul to a diffet- 
ait use. This building also may be 
satih along with another of the wirae 
character used for stores in the adjoin¬ 
ing lane, stai fcntnvu ns Militiuj’ Store 
Laite. to I>e old. possibly Cft-eval with 
the Barracks thetusidves. I remember 
web that in 1^56 Dr. Buist. the well 
known scientist and edrtoi of the "Bom¬ 
bay Times," had with gleat dtorts 
ojjcnefl a " muscuin " the very first ot 
its kind in the city , and I hfld, with my 
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other ‘■ehool fellows, the pleasure of 
being seri <mt to \'iew it. If T rcinenitter 
rightly iJie late Sir George Uirdw'nml 
was the co-adjutor or liecrtcnant. Htie 
heaved a deefi sigh when tL'calling dlivh 
old ar,d venerated iramesof our early 
youth. The name of l.)r. Buist wws 
well kncitvti in the Ittenury and jcicntlhc 
circles of Bcmbay. and was tver>'W’here 
resj^ected till his niliid diatrihea agsinst 
ihe whole Indian community in the 
columns of bis paper dunng (he darkest 
days of 1&57 alienated the sympathy of 
all good tnen and true, Kuropeou and 
Indian. The proprietors of the “Bfitnbay 

Timesi/' who were almost all Indiaiis^t 
had had to luiu 10 resign the editrit- 
sbip which then passed tntc the hands 
ot that '* Bayard ot AnghKlndiaii Jour- 
nalism. ' ttotjert Knight, of the greatest 
jotirnalistic purity and sterling liidei- 
pendence. l>r. Buist Jater on started rm 
his own hook, the *' Bombay Standard, '* 
hut tor want of support it was event nail y 


amalgamated, aftei a Ivriei existcnce, 
with the " Bombay Times." Thejiapet 
was then called "The Bombay Timtis 
a^d Standard*’ wMch teas eventtially 
christened Tile *' Times of [ndia '* 
Sir Geoi^ge Hirdwood whose death at a 
great ago ocemred m June 1017. wa.' 
vety active viitJi his unceasing Uterat>' 
] ten chant. Perhajis. none was more 
competent lo write a Inca! histon* 
of B( 7 mba>’ of the latter llfties than 
he. who ^vas then Trofessor itf 
^fatefia .\Cedjca bi the f>rant JVCedicaJ 
College. Sir George was a pcrsmiagc 
of the strongest like^ and dlstlkes^. 
Blit tie his opinions on Indian problems 
wliat they may, Sir George's deep and 
abiding sympathy for India, and his 
warm love for the Indian people, were 
too well Icnown to require any enlog\' 
here. He was one of onr few Indian 
antiquarians, and maiiy are they 
who have profited by his antiquarian 
ctmtribution.s on India to the pagw^ 


of the Jaamal of the Socicly or 
Arts. His scholarly and Uhitttinating 
Nmtin^ deserve a ni^e in the Indian 
temple of fame, and no [rlace is ntirLhier 
to cheii^ and preserve those writings 
than the Bombay branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Societj'nof wliicb he was a most 
conspkuntia member, aitd for mam* 
yeaia its indefattgalile secretary. But 
again aigha and inquires where are 
men of the tt‘pe of BulsU and CVeorge 
Birdvreoda r Echo answers " Where “f 
It is. however, gratifj'tng to add ihot a 
few short years before his death Sir 
i^rge himself published his wriungs 
!=elect(^ by himself, entitJed ' Sva * 
whi^ has had jsiidi a gi^t run to 
IpOndou among schctlars. 
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Chapter XV.—THK DCm:KYAR 1> 
ANI>TH1S WADIAS -TltE CtRILiT 
MASTER-BUaDlvltjj. 


T he Castle anti the Catln?tirnl. 

tile Ctiflttvni and the ‘I'mvn 

Isorracks'4ire not Ebe only landtnack^ 
of oW Bombay heyond a 
There the PookysTfl, a %'eiu.Tablir 
ediftee which, perhaps ereh l>«tter tltoti 
the Customs ts an ddihlrahlr 

inimaiucEni of litatoric evojuttun. The 
Castle and tlte Catlicdml do ntrt give 
Its ^'ideiice of tlie endro diatn tidtl 
bifitoiy. hiikiiif' three centtirieiS alnusil as 
the t>oek^ard. The two fomiifr Imvc 
a past at their owik but that pasi is in 
no way linked wit h the living present. 
The saaM edifice in Churdi Sttecl lias 
now only n purely ajicii^uarfaii tnttrfest. 
And the history at IheOlstle also sttifers 
fiom want of modernrty. Nof *0 

the Customs House and^tliL- lx<;ikyatd. 
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From meri* insignidcant tolI-j*bce 
in an tiiiiitem comer of the Fort over¬ 
looking Mody B&y; the Cnstom Hoti^c 
bDs by slow degree* taken giant stride* 
tHl we can step by steji trace how it 
has kqit pace with the mardi of onr 
foreign trade. It a contfntious history 
of its *jwn froni ibfjs to date, and one 
cau clearly mark each stage of its pro¬ 
gressive devdooment. Jl links the trade 
of tlje Bcmoorable tlie Fast India COm- 
parkv in the seventeenth century with 
that of Jlis Majesty King CVedrge V, 
Iiy tl>e (xrace uf God, King-Emperor of 
India, at Uie ojjenhig of the twentieth 
So, tofK the Ikickyard in the 
Fort. In a way, it ba» even a more 
anaeiit lineage than the sister Citstoms 
House, seeing that we owe its first 
nidiiucntafy or protopJasiuic existence 
to tlKise sturdy navigators who in the 
Wisii founded under the intrepid 
Columbus, what we call the " New 
AVorld," 


Fim l»orlui:ijesc Anchorage, 
ft is leccrtdcd Uwt as* f«r back as 
tlic sixteefiili ceitmj* the Portuguese 
Imcl 5c!t!ctc‘d iJii* ]5:astcni Mody UtQ' as u 
plac« of safe anchorage not <nily for 
tiu* nativt- craft but for all foreign 
vitssds from Kmujjc miH obewiane. In 
i5Jt- the Portuguese Vicetoy of Roit, 
Ntin<> (Ic Cujihu, selected ft as the 
raid«vrms of lus ilcet against tlie bland 
**i Div,. Since that date, uoiv iieatlv 
futir Imadrt-d yifHis, the littJc basin has 
cjEtendcd mid cxiiaidcd till to-day ft 
forms a magniliccin mantitne area 
fur anti lUercantilc ve^'b for a 

\Tiricty HI (.mrjiaas^ It b the only 
drs- d«»ck in Homhar, but (jl suprone 
value mid tmijurtance to the British 
tifrvenimenti The ofjgtnoi idace of the 
tiny dock b said to have been a mud 
basin situated on theprerKrin ^tc kiioiK’ji 
os tJie Middle and ib^ l,fiwcr BoTOba3- 
Ducks. But for nearly two hand red 
years httJe or no Jiiipro\'eniem bv wav 
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after O^jvemor J onaiJiau I'Hmeau, Tber 
are even tcnday bionii as the l?[Tpty 
Dtujcnu l>ock5. In the middle, hciwcver, 
of the cighlecnih century the dfreks 
were so far growing in space that marine 
h®cera, seamen, etc.^ were quartered 
ill ^ic enclosure, and evcir a |atl waa 
fcri^ctL 

Ill the fifties the l>od:3'ard was a 
ver>' im|jartant place and one of the 
sights of Jiombay. which neither a 
local citimi nor a iiivtranger from 
without could omit to view- The en¬ 
trance gate originail}' huiJc bi 
along wttli the clock tower, was the 
sainc. the one fronting Marine Street 
Just opposite ■■ Hornby Hiriisie.’' now 
the Great Western Hotel f nttneinhLT 
ttdl having in comjmny with some wf 
my college fellows paid a visit in 
1^58 to the then dock^'ord which tixik 
nearly three htiurs looking round licre. 
there and everywhere. 
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ExtenBive Tmpravctnents. 


liut the Dock^'ard of tcHifty had 
durmg the last haJf a century imdeigoi 
tnany extensive impTnvcinents 
additinnH at a cck 4. of several lak^ ^ 
ltt)]jces. New exigeudes ^ 

nnd the opening of the Sue^ Canal^^Vd ; ’ 
been most instrumental in luinging alo-iut 
these Modem naval warfare hai? Iteen 
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steadily progressing and the 
of the Docfr^'ard ItaB exccllcnlly tqjt 
pace with it. It is really a liist place 
of naval anus. The sriutherly part of 
the docks has undeigrme Uie greatest 
changes, so nincli so tliat one Uuidly 
hi sivaro that the presait Sailors' Tfome 
•Old the Yacht Oub once formed part 
of it. Similarly, tt .shotild he remembered, 
that what is now kmiwn as the 
Cooperage loriucd part of the area 
ijf the old dockyard. Here coopens 
usetl to do all the needed work in coii' 
nectlon with shipping appliances, and bo 
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foitli. Stmilarfy, lIk' kAowu as 

in R{U]ipai*t Rntv. siest, was 

n jjlace whcit all tjievwork in can-r 

nect'iDii Mfjilj tlif ropim^ of il« iiuvnl 
fleet were <ifme frian the cnrlitst iloy^ 
i>f the l*,i I, Coutpany in the iKivciiteenrh 
cenitm- ii fs Judey Uiat these tnmit-* 
C‘«fntinne to recuU to otn numints' okl 
nseiif foj spccitie ^itirj^oses, hur 
wfncli kntnv theta no umcc^ and the 
whirligig of time tinB miaile oUier 
aatitin*-. It mat lit itulT said, tlicreji . . , 
that there is no plnu; ht the en^ti: 
Wand of UfitubaA' which is as old af. 
the Ikichyain! and which ta such a 
cwmecting linh littwedi *h*i rleail pm* 
and the hVhig present. In Uie liftkj* 
tltcre was Comincdoxt Sir Henry Let^L- 
a> the senior naval oificer, ij,d om 
youthful glee was always grdit when 
it was announced In the papers that 
tue Uraunodorc’s band would play 
t e Biuidstaiid—not the same piece 
Where it haa beau reverted since t%— 
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*mL jttst. near the spot when; the 
College of Science now stands. 

The Managing Committee ol the 
Yucht Club can sliow the place where/of- 
mer (kfvernoTB and other distingmslied 
personages were landed on tlieir arrival. 
And wc flistinctly remember tliat even 
so late as 1872, w'hen Lord Northbrookc 
arrived m Bombay to assume his 
ejmlted office of Viceroy and Govemor- 
Gcneral. iic was landed at the liistoric 
huiding place, and was driven thence 
\iy the road which teaches the westem 
gate of the bungalow, lor many years 
in the occupation of rhe Director of 
Indian Marine for the lime being. Here 
also was landed King Edw ard WI when 
he first visited India as Prince ol Wales 
in 1875. Perhaps no public building 
in Bombay lias so long been associated 
as many as four hundred years with the 
many momentous and historical events, 
whether in ccmnection with India herself 
07 with Great Britain and Europe, as 
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the Bombay DockyanL From His Kx- 
celiencj- Kitno Cunba, the Poffugutt^^ 
Viceroy of (Joa, to the days of JHs Excel- 
ImaT I^ord Hardinge, it has a giorioos 
histoiy by itself, of which Bombay 
jdiould lie proud. 

Parsi .'t1ssfcr>Bujt(fcr», 

tlere began the esueer of the con- 

of the naval flKm-of-wnj, not 
only on behalf of the R. 1. Onpatiy. btit 
the Admiralty itself And luckily for 
the .Company they fottnil in the M'adia-s 
a succession of tnastef-buitders, Pnrsb, 
such as no other part of India has ever 
known. It was hi 17^5 that the first 
master-builder. Mr l^wji Husserwanji 
Wadm, was engaged, having been brought 
<Jowu Ifinu Surat The family seemi^ 
to have a genius for the art of building 
ships, and that of a most durable tyi>e. 
°mny „f them having survived low 
years. Tins Mr. I,nwii WadLi was high- 
y respected and liucb were his valmible 
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that wllcw ht rtHired in 377,^ 
tlie- trratofiti K. 1 , Company tipIiK pen- 
siom.'d limt and ji^howcncd many favnatB 
irieiluhnir those of royalty* wliicli are 
iStiJt tlie hctrlnpm9 of that diatnij^tisiied 
faaiily of inasier'-lniitdcra. An immetist 
area of K^’fOind at Tjirel, near the old 
fhtvenimeiit House, was ]>r«itiited lo 
him. and the family mansion on tlie sum¬ 
mit o1 the slofie still Iiears tlie name of 
"J^vji Castle." where fn days of vore 
ifiiTe used t«»be ifh'iai briUJant etitemiin- 
inents whereat all tlie beauty and lasJiion 
<»f the city assembled together. The 
family was wdbknown for ils hos7>ttajjt>', 
and tlie last dispenser of it was the late 
^^r Atdeshir Hormiisji Wadlia* who sti 
successfully carried on the firm of Afes^ir^, 
B. and A- Ifonausji aiul Company till 
tfie exdmnge specnlaticm of a colossal 
but heedless diatacter by hia second 
sun l^rought the highly esteemed fiim 
of a century's standing to be^jlicable 
grief But it is a fiatiafaction ta notice 
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Miat Hvoiwnger bfothcfs have greatlv 
rtitnevc^ the forttmes of the famUy 
ihelr connection with the cor.ton 
mdustn-, namely Messrs, Jamsetji and 
I'estonji. Next to the founder of tlu* 
amtK he wlio was most pojnilarh' 
kmnvn to the ^fcmeration of the fifties was 
Mr. Nowroji Janisctji Wadia. who wa. a 
coutempora^ of the first Punii baronet. 

Kveo- Parei 

chUd knows Nawroji Wadia’s house 
in Chwasji Patel Street. He died full 
o years and lioncmr^ and waa sutxecded 
m the post of master-budder by his sem, 
late Mr. Jehangii Another dia- 
tingtiislied one was Mr. Jaraahedji 
HhunjibJmy. Indeed he was the lost 

of the master-builders as the office was 

Jilrt>lished in ifiSo or theraaliouts. 

An Extensive FainJly. 

Bui the Wadias are an extensive 
family, each branch of which has its own 
talented scion. For instance, there was 
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Jdiangjr Wadb. ho who mensivdv 
trad lid tvitlj France and assisted that 
cowitn' after the time of the hitended 
invasion of India by Napoleon Botma- 
parte- His grandson wa*i tJie late i\fr 
Nowrojt Aranekji Wadia. C.Lli., the 
mflUonaire who has bequeathed tiL- 
whole fortimc for purposes of catholic 
philantJirnpy. the like of whiclt was never 
before known in aU India. Mr ITonmisji 
Boinanji Wadia was a name to bt 
injured with in hjs business rdaiions 
with the great banking firm of Alesar?;. 
Forbes Company, at whose head 
was the distinguished Sir CIiarle<t i‘orbc?., 
whose statue adorns a consf>iciions 
niche in our local Temple of Fame the 
Town Hali. I^Uy. there was that 
great merchant prince, the late Mr. 
Dadahhoy Wadia, who once iiwned more 
than half of the suburbs of Pare) inchicl- 
tr^ the most valuable proi^erty. still 
known as * Lai Bag/ whidi L now 
in tlie occupation of the Jamsetji 
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Nu£^‘rn'attjl I'cUt Parsl C>t[ihaiiii;i;t', ETI5 
fatlirr Ml. Ptsitonji. was a mrtst. ijiflucnr 
ttal pcii^nagt al Oovcfiiittciit House, 
and Elilily' resi>ccted. and wltnse loyaltj' 
had tciade hjm maikcdly coitsj^ticiious 
01 a rji» 1 : knnwn as the '* dog riot " This 
Mr Dadalihoy Wadia owned that ruag' 
iiiticent house in Parsi Baxar 
whiefL since lie came to grit*f in 1W5J— 
was purcliased Ij>‘ the firm ul Messrs, 
irratiain and Q>nip£iit>*, Mr Dadahliuy 
lived tn a good old age^ ^d died iilxmt 
twenty-Bve years ago. Both poUticaliy 
and coitimeiclally the Wadia-S iwrve 
carved out u name and fame In Bornhay 
which is assttciated witli her carh' tib'- 
tuiy and develop meat. 

The l-irst Indian fixpedttion known as 
the Malta ExpeditiDn. 

Cuiutiig: hack Uj the Bauihay Duck- 
yutti, it may be useful lo kiit>w tliar it 
was as much a scene of trasj* activtty 
as it is at the present functure, in t!ie 


when tbc tirstf cxpi'dJrion 
uf Uuhan tr<iu|ids to F^urqu* was 
Il waf; tluriiig cfic^ aaii^iiiihiTV Itoalili* 
ti<» tile Turks and the kttsMuuiv 

iti iNji*—7S that D^jamiii Tiisradt, ever 
tinermi! in iniaginatioi]. astoiiishcd thet 
wurrltl of Ituiope ijy sendiiiK for tui 
Indian contingent lo Malln to m 

till? demonstration whicli was then LT>n* 
templateil to take ]ilace ;jf the liurdti- 
nclles. Ijidiau ttWQps had no doubt been 
aeni to t^gyptin 1798. liiirinpthe Napo¬ 
leonic tyranny, and wiJtai tliat, cttunti>‘ 
was threatened. And a continjeeiii; of 
thuusoDd was sent iu iSt>7-bii to 
Abyssinia under the ctnnniiiiid Sir_ 

■Ri>btrt f afterwards lx>rd) Napict of 
MagdaJa, of Sind fame, to bring to book 
King Theodore who Irad atistirdiy and 
carric'hriTsly imtirisoited her Itrittaiiic 
ilfljesty's Consul, Sir. Cameran. Tliree 
Indian olTicent. l>r, Julius Blanc of tlie 
i5lh NatK*o Infantry. Capt, \V, 1', 
Piiedati?; of the same regiment and 


Mr. Honxiti^d Rassam, the Pirn Assis¬ 
tant Folitical Resident at Aden, were 
sent on an sanbassy to that King to re- 
Jease the Constil from liie captivity. But 
the uifatuated King imprisoned the whole 
tuissiou. Bui till 1878 no Indiaji troops 
had been despatched bty ond Sne^ in 
Etiroi>ean waters till Sir tticliarf] Teaqjte 
organised the esepedition. It was & sight 
to see the bustto and activity at the Dock' 
yard during that cventfut period, and 
liow thousands used to iJjriJng irom day 
to day beftire the Dockyard entrance tu 
Marine Street to ace the cavaliy and 
infantry which were then being onbarked 
The Prince's Dock was under cG(nstntctio]i 
and not completed till 1S80 when Lord 
Lytton oijcned it. sailing at tlie " Hiiiia’ 
laya " just as on 21st March 1915 Lord 
Hardinge sailed tn the " Lltassa" to tijiai 
the Alexandra Docks. But in 187S Sir 
Richard was the very personification of 
a civUian Governor and chief military 
adniinistTatoT rolled into one. He u'as 
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pioQd of Uis gt^t acluevcmcnt, spcdktly^ 
as he always, likened himself to Inpouis 
Napoleon^ as the dictator or Caesar tn 
his palmiest days at the Prcnch capital. 

► So here we bring to a dose the history 
of tlie Bombay Dockyard, which is 
so intimately associated with the civil, 
military and naval history of England 
and India from the seventeenth century 
downwards. May the Dockyard ever 
dowish as the historic naval yard for 
all India till the stm and moon en> 
dure, and may the Union Jack ever 
Ihitter in the breeze at the summit 
uf the great dock tower, ttsdf a coituty 
old and more 
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CUAJT'KR XVI —THIi. 13 VOLITION 
< >1' THI3 m ^ iFMDv 

HE Ui an airdent 



•L and Mi-itot*}* jwmt*: 1<i the Persiau 
lunjitrt- of old os the* ojrigijial seat uf 
ciinve^'itu^correspondence with potst- 
haste «tr celtailv from ttfwn to town 
and counttA tti coimtrj' hy means of 
frK*t and h'XSK mtftsiengera. The ait of 
riding was certainly fmc of the efitahlish* 
0(1 mitilary institTitioiiis of that iUicient 
and historical kingdom over which oiiice 
titled Darius attd Xetxes, Kiditig and 
shooting went U^'thur as physical ex' 
ercises, while truth w';ci iitculcaied an 
tndiRpensable moral lesson for each and 
every Persian from mfaiicy. Thus rW- 
in«;heiin*as fhe hrentli of th<ur niistrils. 
it is <jirite intelligdile Iiow those 
(mce masters of all Ask, were keen to 
establish from the niilitaiy [xiint of 
view what we itmy call the primitive 


iv»stal oigaiiisaticm, A rdaj* f»f imift 
hdr^eft coitM ttchinvfr wonders in a nu¬ 
ll ran' campaign. Antba^^donal nii^- 
aiim^ In dtittaiit rnyoltie?. e%**ai to 
" Clitii " and Miilia Chin' Uiat la, 
IliUier China and Thither China where^ 
feigned " The Son of HiKU-en Wfinld 
hifonn ua licm' from tfie tnilitai^- ]H>st 
grew the dvii post. In India it may 
he said tliat the po«t .e^ nti iuHtitution 
was well organised hy the Ur^t Mi'igul 
It is well known Iiow coirespondeHce to 
distant Kahnl and IlaitiiaTi and tn/en to 
Aleijpo and Smyrna used ta be canriod 
by Kasiitt {messengers) for ]utr}>osas 
of tfiide. The earliest nierdianl traders 
who humbly sued at the Court of the 
Croat Mogul itl tMIii. in Uie sixteenth 
and sevrcmteenLli ecitturtes, for the esta¬ 
blishment of trade ndations hehvt-en 
\V’c.iU'ni India imd lvtiro|te, knew well 
how' post was essential for pitr}>uses 
of ccunmerce, Thus in the sieventeHith 
ecntur>' and even eariter, letters used 


to he despatched from the factory at 
Surat and elsewhere to Jiurirpe* via 
I/esboro and hlarseilles. The excellent 
rxchange of coinrm;ditics between 
Vernce and Alepijo, thence to Cambav. 
Broach and Sarat is well known, 
the first nierchtmtmen of the East India 
TradijiR Company of the time of 
Elizabeth and her sticcess<jrs knew w-ell 
howto carry both their commerce and 
coiTcsjwn deuce. 

Hirsl litlana Posi ia India. 

The first eiemimtitry inland post was 
established in i68d, and orders were 
given by the E. I. Company to their 
agents at Surat to have a smnM 
office built in Bombay. Some land 
pafts and ponies were ordered from Surat 
The instructions of the Court of llirec- 
tors were to have the letters to and 
fro distributed or despatched by means 
of confidential persons of position and 
property, so that no venal betrayal 
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aiiglit iitvKr. and that the job sIuTuld 
be farniid init for a valuable considera¬ 
tion. say, £500 a year. But there was 
nfi H'ell-otdertd or wc]I-et]iifj)j>cd oij^aiti- 
sation till the middle of the eighteenth 
centniy. The first post office of 
its kind was estahtishcd in i^S?. The 
K I- Company appointed an agent 
in to supervise the interchange 

of all letters between England and India. 
All armed ciniser used to |je annually 
desiiatchcd from Calcotta. halting on its 
way at ifadras to cany letters to Bom¬ 
bay and thence to Ewropp. The 
route was by the Red Sea to Suez and 
Aleicrmdria. In the same year (1787) 
a regular Postmaster was appointed in 
Bombay tor the purposes of establLshing 
a pmtidicaJ service between the city- 
and liladras. He bad no salary, but was 
remunerated for bis services by lieing 
authorised to levy fees on all private 
letters, A delivery fee of one anna 
was cliarged on ev^ety letter delivered 




at the Ptisii Kor furtliec trails* 

mtsftioii to Hurtifn.* waa 9 tfi^iilaU'tl 
scale, sn^k lEtter R^. 2. double letter 
Rs 4. treble letter Rs. b. The charge tni 
parcels was 4 annjiii per outree- The 
fetters were carried by measesipjeiSi lotii 
pairs of whoin were posted nt each 
Prcsideiicj' Town, 

B«t :i regular General P«st Office 
was not cstoliltslied till 17(44. wnder the 
safirerinteadence of f.ijie Mr, Charles 
dphirn^oTic. I'cts were rtjjnhitetl and 
a doset and careful liervlcc instituted, 
l»(it commaiidcis of country v'cssd- 
were enjoined Iti rcct'ive no letters from 
Bengal or Madras sav't* tliioiigii the 
Postmaster l,ett(^s from HurojMc were 
charged 0 let of ,f annus for each on 
accotuu of the service tif the messutgefs 
dtiploj’cd for tJifir disuibution. 

A Regular Monthly Mail, 

The Napoleonic wai^. howevet. 
<jutc](«tied tlic activity* of the Hast India 
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Company, antj lu a itgutaf month' 
Jy nniil bii^iiitted Tfctween Bom- 
hoy and Lontloii uta thr P^^iaiL Gull'. 
ITit: of private iiiflivi duals were 

Llien tfl be handed to the ofhcer appointed 
fo the Secfetariaf Uftit't with tt tiote 
5 j'ccifyiJT^ tire identity of the writer* 
There were liittiti desrigned as to the 
width luid length of the letters. Post¬ 
age at tlve tate of Rs >o was fevrred 
on a fetter weighing (toJn Rs. 15 for 
I tuk and Rs. >0 for one tfda, 

hvnlulinn uf the ^aif 

TliiDi Jt wilt Iw seen I mm the brief 
hisLory «I tin* Post i Hfiev for which 
we are indtjlitcd to Mx lC4ward«" 
■invaluable *'tJaxt-tteer " ht/w private 
letters werr de^jatclKd mfd leeeivcd 
from Europe how inland service was 
caiHcd on oiid wliat lets, were levied. The 
fees may appear heavy iuid '' inlolej ' 
able/' to the person who has only 
to jmy an anna now. .tnd wbn gets- has 


nutil [i;;ticrs rtigularly wi?ek after week. 
Wbat a revolution Uie century made 
witli the estublishinent of penny postage 
by Sir Rowland Hill and extenaton and 
universality* by the late indefatigable 
Henniker Heaton. But it is of no use 
further discouiaing on the narrativie 
of the evolution of the Post Office in 
India. Suffice to say that in 1837, 
the year in which Queen Victif 
ritt ascended the English throjie. no 
general system existed. An Act was 
pa^^d in that year for the eatahlish- 
ment of ptibUc post office. Yet there 
was no central postal autlurdty or tmi' 
formity of .-^steaii. Even there were 
no postage stamps. A Crmuntsaion was 
apjKunted to report on a complete 
oc]ganisat:ion of iniand post offices 
thionLiumt India and in 1854 an Act 
was passed m the basis of which we 
are now receiving the benefits of a 
daily correspondence and the regularity 
first of fortnightly and later on of a 
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wctJily mtiil. ;Vnd ir may bt taktai 
for that after ihc great War oX 

19T4-1S ts ovtr. India unlJ n-itness the 
estabUshiueut of a regular bi-weekly 
mail service with added convenirmetss 
ev*ery way to tile mUIicms of the pqm- 
latioTi who are now sending to anij 
fro over 1,000 million letters and post 
curds per aiinitiu. Again, we arc already 
on the higliivay^ to a livstero of aerial 
navigation which will prncticalh" 
establish a r^ular daily jHiiita] service. 
But wc need not speculate on tlie 
gloriouB gains of aortal ^ncc. for aatltc 
poet has said, men's miiul‘3 are <Iail> 
teidened by (:he process of the sun, 

The Bomliay Past Office, 

In lilt; fifiles the Bombay 1 ‘oht 
Office was a njoniid iloiir Imil fltny sand- 
widied iKtwceii th« Custom Honiiv on 
its »nirth*cajst and the Hnckyard 
on its aouth>we$t In reality it tVttS a 
congw^ie of .^tmill tneair liuiJdim^ 'I'o 



cttofic who have seen chem .jjid ujfe 
! t il) living to compaie Et with the statdy 
oud hnpftsbig siructuie in Fort NiiTth* 
near the jiinntiaji o£ Uie Mint and Fiert* 
J^oads, it fOiLv iscdn marveliou.'* the [■iii' 
in Btmihay In UUs ditvciion. 
And to teU the truth Cbosi^ htiml^le 
eougeri^a of ptiiall Imildhigs never gave 
lui the .digUtcTSt idr:a i)f the w(nEd iservice 
»ii the Bombay Post <5f&ce even hi 
tluiM,' dAK^ It htapired ns mth no 
folly sjieeulation, ndthci did U 
lute wir itnagination as to the vast 
at odea the mudem P*iKt OJlicc may reacts 
While the nexi dooi Cnsttmis House 
h.^s reninined almost conservative ajid 
ondcut in cv’crj’ it sstms a wtir.dcr- 
trrt transfonuatkm the mngnifiiteiit pile 
to Mint Road with its donies. ami 
•tthci archUcctural nienta. fmm the 
wraggling grntmd Jloor buildings of 
oifi ytatth in Marfitc Street hv ihc tiF* 
tits. The Doefcj-ard. too, though mtef' 
iiiilly trartpfoniied to serve alt the 



ticirp(xi« of aptflfcctfFliw a* navai iill'iS 
uLilltiesliiia in tlw* yeaj <u gtace iij tg, 
fmnUy undGi]g£me any radical cliaugc. 
li fiT^rvU' cmtwardly Hit mvn lajid- 
nuirke oi U»e fifties and tlw yeui^^ 
iK’fore the eighteenth ceiitiiiv Bnt tins 
Office has not only chitnj^tfd its- 
EiabjtaLton twice, but ba^ iiiil; like a 
gigantic or mamjtiatti edifice n-itbin 
tl»r short space of sixty yeats. The 
utfcmal accommodation ftit rcc«?ivingaTid 
despatching letters in those days 
also so primithre a*i to W called anti- 
dtilaviaru Indeed, m lUo®c flays the 
l-'ost Office was deemed such a ncglT- 
gihle pttbiio office that little w on 
t!ioi]{;bt was Iiestowcd fm its ext^'iisifjn 
and dcvcloi-ment. fierw conld it Tjc- 
nhen it was only a mcdcni rtrnctmc of 
rudimentoiy gtowtli hruught into exis- 
fence by the first ('■cneral Post Office 
Act of 1854 ? How coitlrt it iw wht'n, 
as already observed, wc liad no pfistuge 
stamp’’.mid all <nirUtT,ei5. were delivered 
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or by fanhtii^ ugt^icy ? 

For it ^lioTiict be rciii<anbtrcd llwt even 
in the the iarmiug fiyateni estab¬ 

lished une hoiidred ar.d fifty yeats be- 
fort Jiad hni'dly iindcj^onc any chaitKe. 
In otii VMuth we kneiiv that a tail ruddv* 
looking Tarsi wcsaritig the wliitc priestly 
tnibtir, welt proiKonmucd and liiim tu 
cfimtnand /ir ccmttol wijs the iarmor ui 
all inlajul tetters on which he tecciv'etr 
tile fee pnscribtd in his place of hasi* 
ne*P ht the Fort, in the Dazurgioc 
Street, jtnit within a stfjnc‘> throw of tire 
M adia dock T<iwcr. Tlicit ^nir |Mjat 
famicT nsied to sit s^juattr'd- as is tlu’ 
wont of a|] oriental men of basincss, with 
spectacles, perusing his twn ^iiUt and 
giving mstniction, to his derks, 
juitnc was Mr. Jsowrojt pust- 

walJa a ibie hpc rtf tin- old .^tnlwurt 
Tarsi iiriestly who was a nesir rda- 
tive li'llic faintly of the great Murriiaus. 
willvhed ertablL^hcd the Dtif/ur ,^sftkttr<t 
rj'csa 4iu| sincadiiig in Oujrathi 
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cKCcUent transJatioria sonije iiitmst- 
ing works tii English literature. The 
Post ajid Uie Press? go tr^ether, and 
these twins. theMnrTtbans and iJie post* 
vvttJIaa rendered no mean service to trade 
and Hterattire in their days, course, 
in the native town outside the Fort, 
there were other farmeia to serve the 
needs of titnt part, but 1 have^ not 
been aware of their names to restue 
them from oblivion, One or two how¬ 
ever of ttie tribe may sttll be seen plying 
their work at AIombadfr%d oven nmv. 

Sparse Letter*Writing, 

Letter-writ mg in those daji’s was 
exct^dingly tparw. and tJie delivery 
and despatcli could not have been ex¬ 
tensive. Things were dtme leisurely, 
and jreopJe had hardly begun to under¬ 
stand tlie significEuice of tiie ivurtl '* post- 
hart e.” The post maj' come of a mom- 
mg, *ir ai nixm or at dewy eve. We 
muy hand over our letters for inland 


towns 111 ttiiv ijtfjirt 'jiutlB ijjiniwat ol llic 
day ■when tht^^ niiijhl xcach Uloit 
l?eif.lnM WBre ]let]p]t^ m the 
inws: uccui>ti>ttn?a to ilie iwe ITjxglldt 
ordiiiarv pwiiuJ or 

irttip* cut ttff fjniTi fhhi Frcjiiih fool£i4j}» 
Ihv |iiirfic£^ nl note ptijKn 
cuuT^e lingjisli oJlH'cft anti thcase Ir.- 
di»j’ (irmr ivhn hud hnsini'^^i: I'uluti"?;- 

With ihctti tjstd i\mt iiaiwf imd 

TeU-iKJSj Bi!f to Uie Ulilonilt mii^, ,4 
wh.im ]H»^)iaps not oii<^ per lasnt kiii-w 
l aitrlkli, mid 

tftt (o. Tfit tliin ctimtity Dttpei si^ td 
ly>i .miiite tetter. H ^hc 
Uy.v H cigdx i.'ii mimrv f jtJtd 

one tilaiiL (.a the stirecd 

t>» -vritc the nddre-ss m Gajmihi m 
-Miuathi. Hut ik^. uddress jgh'tn 
«tpcTScnbtd wiUi aitoniahhi^ mimnuv. 

Ujfli titefc might Im: iit» uUstaLke »ii» hi 
Identify g| liio uddress,^ wiicti the Jeifer 
-canjc to ht dellvnrtd H ntusi Jtxre^ 
^e«i an dlorl for the scribts cmptruMl 
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(>y ibt; |•o£ltal fornttf to make ont l)te 
wn«dJy» for ev«i the vwiiit* 
culo' ^^uporscnption was qftefmr tlimi 
not written in such ci^oaiked letter"- 
great, ihlhculty was futtnd in deciphi't'^^ 
ing tit* hierogJypbicSi It is not 
exitggexatiot to ot^rve tiutt mily otic- in 
htnic^Tvrl oimld reed or writ*: eo liuit 
read<-is aiid writers on llire were nt*t 
imcomionn .ind they idee.d ost a fnir 
sub'^iATimet. Sometimes these tnesi tlu2tn> 
StiJvtfE ti:ifl great: difTicultlea in Bmfdn): 
on! the rtignotonea ot tlie places 
wtita*«. llie WtetB were writtwi. -Al- 
cijgvtlicr rhe ilflleg was b ijcriod of vrsi- 
bltr dur>:Ttt3o in pomt of lewdinti urKt 
wrHitig. 

Hnntitig lor the AUdresfei'. 

Bui wlrai 4 dilTeresce sixty 

year* id education, thanks lo the great 
Oiuitei til have made all tbtaiigb- 

out the lauil 'IHu: postal dcUverv' peon 
wuLs no mute than a eommon coolie tuid 


knew not how to read and wtilc. 
If lie delivered letten; it was because of 
his wtli the restdaict 

freisons generally in the habit of ebrre- 
spt>ndenee> Otherwise it was. a regular 
hunt to find mit an addressee.—a dia*e 
which sometinit’s ba filed those nide illi¬ 
terate servants of the Post Office^ii-SitU 
□I the embryonic stage, Eivngy and 
pored iv\:re an innovotjon wineli, 
however liendicent, were rarely usc<L 
The sender liad such a fear of tiBing those 
means for the tronsinisston ^tne- 
thing or another to o person at cv^n a 
sliort distance. Many indeed were the 
ttionns and groans over a miscarried 
bangj' or pored. The mode of tran.s- 
missioM was for years looked upon 
with suspicion and considered to 
be almost wdiolly unsafe. Then, again, 
the Postal authorities themselves were 
obliged for safety-'s sake to issue 
iiistructiaiis how a bangy could lie 
madcap. *1 he metictilousdirections w-ere 



t(K> mocli fftr tlic Ft mejiiit 

two or ttiree days preliminary jjoing up 
iiiid down the Post < Office to rhoroughly 
tuidenitatiil the right and proper way 
of covering the pai<Jet with wliite oil 
doth, scaling it and the rest of the 
jiofltaF abracadabra. ItKlml it wa*i a 
kind of LravaiJ for the sender to undergo 
all the rvnrn* of despa tcfimg a smali 
parcel, 

Mails Proviikingly 5low, 

Tlw Chamber of Coinmerce was in 
tills resfjeci far in adtiutc^ of otKiitnl 
and was constantly uTginj; tire 
authorities tf» reform tlie post oflice 
ill many directjunii and havv a fortnigJtt* 
\y instead of a iiiontiily mail, ,Many 
indeed ivere the obJuTgatbm of the 
cttinmcrciiil community in this rfop«!|, 
for UxMatotion by land and sea was pro- 
x'oldngly sliiw, and during the nt.msoaii 
they never ctmld rely on any j-finj 
jmiictiialily in the hour and day oj the 
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of "wlia! "was caUftl the ’ tjvcr- 
luji'l malf." Navigation hnd not been 
brou^iit to perfrctioii and llie i^wsert ^xt 
the moil boats wa& n^ithhkg cumpatini 
tt‘ tliat now prevailing. It uioJ; in fair 
ivKnilicr eight days to teudi Biniii/er 
tr im Afiiiii and tb or 17 from sJuet I 
Li Lhe nwiniiwni iL might tai!» from 15 
to It) davH. Tilt orovtll of each faji- 
nightly mail wav tookivi (tjrwanl witli 
Llificteaiest eagemma On the day thai 
it was expected, ilj-- pe«>iis of tlj-* 

English fimu. ridth a pass loi' eoflv de¬ 
li Vrry at ,Uiif postal wbidoWr thioii^eil 
ihit oucskiftK of the Post fXucc. Ai 4 
were dflamed for houri 

girihut to get their sitice tlu’re 

WHS ft weiiry waiting fiU past 4 m 10 «« 
tlu^ ipghl In the ^moTif^yu It wiii> Mi 
niLwife for Ua- mail to be piloted, the 
beacon lights were not compIiiL; and the 
pihib hud u» take the greatest carv to 
bring !U>_ iHMit iy iole aitcltotoge. TIic 
ni..iln were, of course, Undi-xl at the 
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jetly IrtJiiiid tlit* tt being: mx 

cxtcn^bD ul Uit tidjoiittltg It^wn bimdc*; 
And what a traig tunc it tooh t«» sott 
nutOb Coi tklhrirfy t I! was mily wTic« 
the Apollo Ihitidur wns tmpitivt'd mill re 
cluimtM] diid the r<m Tmt came into 
existence that thft mitib Ui be 

litnded then; till rht Biillaxtl Pil't «u* 
const ructed iw 1%?. In ghort it may 
be s«ud Uiot the pt^ent tiny people 
cull have no idfiii uf Uu; prlsuitive 
gojusutioh of tilt Vnst OfltiM; in tlic tlf tits 
and Lht Immeiite (innibsr iif dillliaiitie> 
it bod to contenf;! with, ajiari fititai 
popu).-!! fiierth aiul (Jit cuatommy otn- 
ctal redtape oiid ctrcundocistimi. TJicy 
must omsulct their gowl tottunc limt 
to a iiiw dfjmrhire sinctf 
hi the matter of jmstaJ ttargojae^fioii, 
tlniy are ttxluy well antiitlied. with 
the effidetny of our PiWt OlTicc- 

Irnlccd no publio tTfri.:i' hi Iiidru serves 
the [leiiple nviifi evidently nod 
hUdligt-rnly limit tin. noiiP'uy UeiieruJ 


Pfjst Office with hs V'crimlflc "’Biijicrial “ 
tnaictions. It is vorily tlit *' I^iterHiy 
(»ate r>l -^suj *' anct no mistakt*, 

Posf OHlcc 

Out; more tact nmls to be Ttitliccd 
in connection with tire Bombay Tost 
t tfTicc. Fmin 185^ to 1866 it was !»> 
ciittHl in ^Larrnc* Street, snnclsvidietl 
Iretwcstsi the Custom IJonse ami the 
Dockyard. But it was cotniiletdy huTUt 
dninTi in the latter year and svas teni-' 
lioratily located on the ptenttses now oc- 
cupred hy Messrs Ralii Btntlicrs. Mean¬ 
while the Oovcmmeiit had sajictimiwl 
.1 Hew Post rtifice btiilding in Clninth 
Street, tire same wltjch is now convert¬ 
ed into a Tdesraph Office. It was in 
ev'm' way a uiosl ejontrenient and cen¬ 
tral place and cijiiipped with all the 
IUMtol TOodenniies. The net\ uremUi-s 
were occupied in till the extcnsi\'e 
refjoiremoiit^ «jJ the Imperial Brimboy 
l'(»6t t Office dcmaiuted vrester sjreee atHi 
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«ve{i betu^r injnfimiciiU nnd cojiventc'iic^ 
in Itannimiir with the e^>ftnsinn of the 
|K>}»ti|ation, the trade, aud ttie inanifnlil 
StflTC'jititjjosesL TUtis in idaty yea^ 
perh^i^, no public office in Boinf.>ny, 
imtleigone such vast strides dented' 
cd In- the progressive times, os onf 
Post ()fficc. The evolution is indeed 
3 tUe]iomcAal nod I have notEiing hut; 
nnqualificfl admiration lor the great 
iklMirtnnaii of the State and the in- 
valoulile aen'ice it rciuleis to all India 
«ith its 3 ro millions of pt^rtlaibji. 
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CHAPTHit JCVlI.-Tra- STPRHIIK 
COtTRT IW JT.TDiaW'tTRE, Smili 
iyp ITS MOST rJlSTTNC-lUSHHil 
MTDGES SPF-CIALLV Silt ERS^ 
KJKE PERUY sir MATirKW 
SATTSlHK ^iKLt KTR JOSEPH 
ARNOLTi. 

A MOJSG tbff gient jvtihlk tnstiiii- 
tifiiiK <if tilt fifties we should IMil 
IriTget to tiuikir inehlion <il tuir Hi};h 
Court, Thottgli It tociilcd smL-c 
ill its ottTi hardsonie psince in 
Mayo Road, it had a history of its own 
for-fiiace jjiior to 1824, niicu for Uie ft rat 
tltni ti resJly tdytaiiicda local habitation' 
and the ideal «f a Paltiee ot Justkf 
in concrete was prcsoiiced to Uic doii- 
JMJH3 of tills citv. Blit the histaiy of 
the wanderiiigs «f the judicial adnunt* 
atiation belweeii i(#7Qi a};d. 1B24 may be 
bi'iefly noticed at this stag^e. That 
Kieat Covemof. who must fbi ever 
credited witli the hortonr of tlie curliest 


tiiakei of Bombay, i^urak! Aiuigiei. bt*- 
tuttivdy apprclicr dcd his iicrv 

tluit Jnsttcc. til orUer to Inr 
itdmiiiisterccL with serenity ard digniti', 
dtminnilid u suitahtt boiL%, Btrt. wiicte 
was it to Iw Imd ? At fanst, with PoniUiiy 
FI vast green, iialy ii sntati mam wws 
itlloltdl to tilt- Jtistins in the Disiiiin 
fToustr Imildiugs- The judges, in tlw 
-ijenfae wt nndci^tAiid them, had y:*:l 
to come, itiiil noiniTiatttl rimti IJitiiir 
But: there wexc local jiistiecs,, and tur a 
fang time wa had the King's i ttdges a». 
tiistingiii<heil ftani the judges apfHttntivl 
by the ironnaiaklc the East India Omi- 
l>any An aecouiit id the great wm 
between these judkaancs n'.ay he read 
with interest in the life of Chief 
5ir Inward Wesu t^ublishcd a few 
years ogn by Mr. Drewett. 

The Court's WiiidcriiigG. 

The first Judge of the King wib 
aj^Htintid in 1675, utd held his Ccnirt 


in a Ijifed Iioiikc in Hte Fort. 

I-aiet fwi n hous^ to tilt' tUcn 

J^qmfcy tiovemor w’^r fiougJit. Fart 
f>f tiiji. ^||j( jjgjj exist in 

tite Castle, .“b STtdt it <mglrt to l»c for 
cvor aislirhied^ and an oimnal|.ilgriiiiagv 
in Stato marie to it by tbe whole jihalanx 
of our jitf|ge< in tijeir tol)«=» of Stat«. 
Kilt stH Mit fates would have it, iiiu 
ivas never used. So jnatict eonimiiLHl 
to be adiuniistetcd in y hired biiirdirti? 
til' ti^Tj m whai Ills ahead.- been tlt- 
^ibeda:^ ".Uajda Pole’’ in 
Street. Tiie romns span wcic also 
n-ied its A Towti liall wJiert Un* t’oiirt rd 
Sessions was held* There wan 
also a t<i:ison-Iitmse attadicd to this 
place. Init itne caiinut now identify it 
Ihtisfot well nigh half a eeiilurv. siiv t ill 
t72o, all jndkial administrfttbn'was 
OiiTTifd out there. Then a ihift wd'^ 
made and the fjunuus house, hnoirn ojs 
Rtow Kanuiti's. w« J« for tUt poipo* 
house waa situated in Etazargate 


Street, the identity of whidi iM altjo lui- 
knouTi.’ In i^Sb. imothcr iiLoee n-as. 
made. There woa the houtie kiiowti aji 

Moriihy House,'* called after a 
adniitiU of that tianu;, the same which is 
now mvtKid by tlie (Ireat Western Hotel. 
In this ticFiisc some rooms were pruvided 
I'or justice which had t<ih flije from Ba;^ar- 
gate. The Oemrt was then known as 
the " ifayor's Court." It was bvo 
ytao later sn>igested that tlie Court 
might he removt'd to the tiiijudieinl 
Custom House buildings: the mayors 
Ctvnsideied it as highty dcrogatuiy to 
their dignity that justice sliottld he ad- 
ministered in a place where s^> much of 
the noise of the busa’ traders and tiic 
tiutgi-t>alas of the bunder wioi rile. 
TIjoi came the Hecorder, tiie fttst ot Uiat 
dignity being Sir William Siayer, who' 
transterred his sittings to a Imitse in 
Marine Street, the same where ate now 
the bonded warehouses- Vet another 
transfer had to be made in rHoo owing 

rb 
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to tlie great moonvciiiciice (ftlt In' ** .\ly 
lortt^ Ho Hrtrfiljy House ciune lo h»e 
again ticc«]>ied at a TentaJ, an4 our 
poor wandering Justitia found a final 
haven in Uiat vvetl‘knuwr( hoti^« sjjC' 
cially after 18^4, when uas establtsfied 
'ivhat was known as the Sitiireine Court 
of Judicature. Some of the richest 
traditions of law are associated with 
this ccntury^olrl buiMing, which by a 
<uri«tts fate serves now to find shdter 
for globe*trattera from all parts ol the 
world 1 Alas! What a faJlJ From 
an awe-inspirii^ and solemn Court of^ 
Justice to an hotel t jBnt such are the 
vicissitudes which the wbutigig of time 
brings fortk 

Great Juthies. 

In tlte fifties it was no doubt the 
rendeavoois of all Ikitnbay lit^ants. Our 
youthful imaguiadcn had associated it 
with great awe as the place par sxcet- 
where criminal*, were placed in 
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tbe dock T^cfore ilie htgliTy leanitd 
ntid scntciiced to y«]r^ of 
imprijsotimait in the jail or at bltigaporc 
and ‘Biirttmi Bay." a \TMTiactilar conxt|i- 
UoTi of Botany Ray in Australia, I'cr- 
sons sentenced lo penal s«r\'Uude for 
life were nil traitsported ihcre. Tht'^e 
for a term of i.f or 30 yeails wert- ?sent 
to liiTiga|>orc, and oiir youthhil ntmt! 
wn*: greatly aji^nUIc*! when the news 
rvas heard in tlie town that the iant t»l‘ a 
higlUy esteemed Parst was transported 
to Penang on accoiuit of some clietpie 
forgeries for tlefaJcatioiis while in the 
liduciaiy'' ^tfisition of cashier or sIirofF 
at the now deitinct Oriental Bank. Tie 
was connected with the fnmtK' of the 
great " Shroff," of wh<n« the tale 
Mr. ^ilanekji Ctirsetji was the mr>st con* 
spicuotis as a judge of the Small Causes 
‘Court. In the hfties wc used tn hear 
•of the naniues of the hig judges like Sir 
Krskine Perry. Sir Matherv Saussc and 
.Sir Joseph Arnold, each distinguished 
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for liis rhadanumtliine impartiafitv rn 
udinmistwing justice. Indml to our 
young minds they struck us as the ver>' 
)icr?oiiificntkm of Mintw and Rhadaman* 
thus, of whom wt* had. been reading w 
mucti in the histoiy ol ancient Greec<*- 
Kiskiiie Pem’ was a household 
word. Not iinly did. iie tituke a stem 
judge whombced his justice with mercy- 
He was alBt> known • a*s the great 
friend of Bombay dthiens, in wliow 
fvocto] and educatioruil welt are he took a 
deep mid abiding intettet. He had 
closely associated hinisclf vvitJi all In¬ 
dian I'efomi movements, but. the extra* 
indidiil wiirk by which he wus cHwlly 
knmvn, and for which ho hus fefi a. name 
to iic fcmiemlicTCd for generations lo 
conic, js dtat of educattou. To this he 
had devoted himself wJlh a>tjeat, eiiihu- 
fliastu and singleness of piirjiose which are 
be>'und all prahiCL In the early fifties, 
odnt'iition m Bombay was adUtiitislefod 
by a Board or Sodetj-. uf whom :»iir 




Krskine \eas «« doubt thv most Aotivc 
jmd i]ide!}iendeiit member. I'tilly iree 
froin hureflucmLic traditions he 
able to move the spring of the ftlitca- 
tional car with courage. indcfatigabJe 
energy- and great sagacitj*. His intcreit 
in the ileveioiimeiit of iiigher ednciititwi 
was unlxiuiiclcd. and he rejoiced as 
year the Elpltinstone College sent forth a 
handfal of y<iung men, Hindii and 
as w ell finished scholars, able to hold 
(Jicir own in the world of practical lift. 

.'Vlr. Duclahhai Naurtijt, 

Of one such we mt\y moke S|jeoiflt 
mention, fie ivas our late veitcraietl 
nont^cnarinn. Mr. Dadabhai Natutoji. 
It Is su]»erfl«oiis m this place to refer to 
his yoTitlifiil academic career, which was 
brdliaiit. fib attainments in mathema¬ 
tics had earned for liim the professor¬ 
ship ill that branch of science in his 
own college, anil Mr^ JJadabJiai was 
thcreMter tai<m7i as ” Professor *' l>ada- 
bhai, a name by which he Is still recalled 
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tueiiinfy tci sotne of hi* couleuipo- 
rafiiis. So grost an impreSEucn Xi’BS 
made fjy hiin on the mind of Sir 
Er'vkiiie Perry, and sucli was h(s broad 
mid gcnerottfi sympathy for the social 
and educational advancement of the 
Ifliihmsi fliat somewhere m 1853 or 
tfiereahoiit he had recomnietided some 
of his wealthy Farsi friends to send 
Mr Dndahhni to l^ondon to qualify 
iUmseit ai the bar. The suggesttoii was 
soon taken u]> i>y the idonuhig 
or tlie day, who were great putrems of 
cducaLfori and the pioneers of sjjcial 
reform: but the orthodox patty were 
not m fnvriur. The exmvetsion of three 
or foiir Parsi youti^ to Christianity at 
tilt time had greatly alarmed tlie more 
cmiscrvntiv’e these, and so the sug¬ 
gestion had to be dropfied. j\ll the 
sjimti Mr, Uadabbm in 1855 toand the 
o|iiM)rtmiity to proceed to London as i 
a iMirtiier in tlu: firm of Camu and Com¬ 
pany, tlie timt Indian firm establislied 

346 


I 



tliece and iimiiiiged puruh* bj' Ptust 
iiicmhcTs. JSo tluit It tiapipciied that on 
bis rcttreiii£iit to L^mdmi Sir Erskiiti: luul 
the satisfrictiiui of seeing his yomig 
riiifeissor td EJi>hiiislOTic College at die 
coimling Imusc- They became great 
fru-uds. and when Sir Hrskine wns 
niiiflc a life meniliei' of the India Council 
he proved of mvaluabte assistance 
tit .Mr. I>adabhai in all the great efforts 
be put Imtfi tlierr lor the greater nuirul 
and niflteriaJ welfare of hfe cotmtTyraen. 
At tbc India Office, ull ihrimgb Sir 
Erskiiio's career ihcre. Mr. Dadalihai 
was tbc most wdeome Indisui. such n-ene 
the mutual csteeiu and regard in 
o'liiclj each held the other. As ii Iren- 
of teviot or dgiri. I stili ri‘i«einl>er 
that tt was at tlie liands of Sir Erskiiie 
Pem' that 1 took my first sduxjl pri»e 
JO a pupil of the ” Ayrton " Anglo- 
\’eiiia€ular School to which rderence 
has alneady been made. The prize rtis- 
trilmtioti tools plai.c on the door d one 
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oi the btodw of *' Ponchayat Wady " 
ais it was called, in the Fort, where the 
scfiool house was situated- Perhaps no 
Chief Justice of the BoniJniy Supreme 
and High Court of Jiidicnturc )iad so 
closely identified himsdf with the tdn- 
catifmal progreE® of this j^rear city as 
Sir Erskine, and the presient getieratiou 
has hardly any idea of tlie IiL*itriig 
interest he twik in the matter <jf educa- 
tit^nal refomL His name, however, 15 
still chcriahtil with gratitude uiid is 
well presented in the Professoeshi]* <tf 
Junsiirudeiice which was established, to 
perpetuate bis memory, by the wealthy 
dtizens of Bombay in the fifties. The 
Perrj- Professorship of J iirh)j>tndence 
must remind otir law graduated of tire 
great name and recall to their ntind 
with gralitndc what they owe to,his 
initiative. 

Sir Charles Jacksoa and .Michael Westropp. 

peaking of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, as was the 



Hit^h Cpurt calletl jjrmr to the dale of 
the betters Patent of rStu* one is rentiiicl" 
ed of Sir Charles Jackson who acted 
as a judge for a shon ume. He had 
mafic lutnsclf eitrofnd3' ^fopiitar. And 
it is rdated thnt Mr. \\'e 3 twjjip, after- 
nN'ords Chief Justice Sir Xfichad \V«s- 
iropi>4 owed al) his rise and distinct irm 
to this shrewd judge who had perceived 
in him in embn'o all those hjgh judicial 
fjualiiicaiioiis which are now so well 
known. It is said tltat the saiiors 
had so far monojioltsed the Court work 
timt Wcstropif was on the ijojtit o) re- 
tuming to IvOJidwu to st^ hi? cliance 
there. But Sir Charles was his good 
fair>‘ and pressed him to peir^’ere. Sir 
Charles was a good prophet, tor Jiidiacl 
Westr«ii»jj soon after hegmi to get grfod 
briefs and his eniiiH-ni ftireu.iii' tHleiiis 
began to be ki'own anil wif>stsuitfally 
ajijireciatcd. He rase to be .Advocate 
Gatcinl, Judge oud Chief Jiuticc of oiir 
Higli Cotut. the h'ench of which he 



lur ntony a year with Itisi brilliant 
judicmJ itiialitics. Sir Cbarles Jacksoa 
remmcd to Uotubay in r8^*9, but thit 
to fevisit the fomier scents uC lii* Judi¬ 
cial tabcntr. He canie a« tlie President 
of the o!d Bank of ru>tn]:>ay Cuiumisiiionj 
ti' thoroughly investigate the caused 
of the failure of the unfortunate 
Utntion subsequent to the great after¬ 
math which took place on the Black 
Da\ of Bombay, wtr., liit July iSe^. 

Sir IHathew S«ufite--A Stern Judge, 

ill 1S56 Sir Uathew Sausse was the 
Chief J usticc. He was tlie very per- 
soiuficalion 01 aJJ that a stem British 
judge of rtowiiright impartialitv' is and 
was Iteld in awe by all practising before 
him. Well veiscd in law and equity. 
Sir :\fnthew led the even tenor of his^ 
judkiai life which, it might be fairly 
observed, was one of self-imiM>sed os¬ 
tracism. He never miTc e r l tn society 
and was hardly ever seen at Government 


Hi* Couft Luid Iiis hoiut* were 
1 be rwo place* tn whicJi be wa< endvarcd. 
Ym will nut have Aceii a finer notrtw 
cxatnjileof a Bntirfi judge, albeit he 
Irwli by birth. He was tnunarritti, 
but Iiad a &ue stately figurejtjiiite be- 
fitting tlie sotenmity, dignity and steni- 
iie*>.s tif a judge. f>ne could readily re¬ 
cognise liim by the phaeton and pair in 
which he used to drive to the Cotirt^ 
House. The carriage bad a white^quilt' 
ed cover on it which was thc^distnictive 
&ign whereby ti n? child as well us the 
mqo in the street knew that tlte currtiige 
conveyed the great Ijord Chief Justice 
of Bombay, fn those days tiiey nuiin- 
tained not a httle the dignity oi tlie 
judge and St^iuc of the ol^ltte Court 
traditions oi {^gland. Chief Justice 
t?ausse, as urcll os his puisne, flir Joseph 
Arnold, liad each on aide-dt^cauip known 
as the ■ Tiiistafr." a kind of fiouseliold 
steward. His tipstaff was one 
Mslins, who rose afterwards to he the 



Dc?in«.v SJieriJ! of Bombay, lit tlic 
<i3ys of the rM S’lipreme Crmrt, ami till 
tlic Rjgh Court was lestablisht^ in i8b.^, 
tiicre were uuly two Iiiigliidt judge;, 
apixiinted directly by the Ouwn, The 
Afipdlatc Court, or m it was known as 
tilt ■■ Suddet Court, was located in a 
diftervut bwldijig with tliree Cttnlian 
J udge^ Till; Aj>|)cllate Court continued 
to tram^et its judicial liiisiiicss in 
83'niuiji Hull at MuTgaon for many a 
y^r till the msw buildings of the High 
Court were completed in 1879. 

Sir Jo^ph Arnold, 

•Sir Jfincph was 0 Puisne Judge m 
the tlfties-'U staut-loc^king gentleman, 
with an aldcrmanic paunch, a beaming 
and benefictait countenance, and an air 
and i^tiity which informed u.s that 
&VT\ bch he was a judgr^ jjur he was 
nut a judge only. He was an erudite 
scholar, a brilliant FeEJow lif Wadham 
Calltge, a cootribiiuir to the " Saturday' 


Rcvnew " of tlie salad of tke early 
fifties, a /riend of the BrowniuCi^. aodt 
last though not (cast, the author 
of ^ standard law book i>n Alaj'iue Iii- 
suTHnoe. As a judge Sir Joseph was a:? 
well-known for his stern, sense oi juftiee 
and impartiality as liis senior and Chief. 
It happened that the great Ithel case 
known a.^ the Maliaraja Libct Case was 
heard before him. The jndgtttcut he 
delivered was not only just and hnpartiaJ. 
hill tirniiant for the scholastic am! his¬ 
toric lore it rc>’'ealed, and ntlicrwise so 
liiH of tlie spirit of ^ial reform. j\jid 
it alsa happened that be lieard what is 
called the Aga Kliaii ^lase Mis 'schnlar- 
.■^hi}» and ittenirji' briiliaucy weru eveu 
rttorc uiarkod and those two judgnients 
remain on the rewnls of mir Court 
a’i A great moiimnent of his: legfil and 
loreiisic ability' and litefury ttiHure. 
He iitet ivitU a duniestic misftwtune tmd 
at^erwards ?liimiied all society Me de- 
cltiietl the office of CJiief JtLstice an the 



of Sir variil 

himself lt‘ft the Jlciich in i8fi^ midst 
the uriTVersaJ rt^rei ot the jicijjtc wbf> 
had reveicd aitd adored him as ih> other 
jndse had been. In hb fatter days he 
used to take loitx m the Oval and 

aftmiarcb at Han3?et to stretcfi lumjieff 
on one of tire ln'iielies im the bandstand 
tUI the chimes of the grint Cathedral 
cl^t toUed 8. Bui he was a ^reat ad- 
tniiei of Uie Parsi yotitlis then much in 
^iderice in the (>vaJ , f-ymg cricket. 
Joiijr before the cricket game became 
pfi])Ulaj and an institution in the dt>% 
And sijcii was lits love for the game, 
and such his sense of justice, that when 
a brawl took place Iietween a party of 
Eurasian lads nitd Farsi youths, enraged 
ST the way in which the police inter- 
lered. he wrote a letter to tile ” Times 
of bidia * upbraiding the latter and 
rmrbcatmg the Parsi youth in whose 

^ the Wood of the 

old Persian heroes Rustom and Jail 


SQcb was !Sr Jtwiepli Arnold, a tyjic op 
tlt« ihoiougb gentleman, polkli' 

cd. cultured, of li|g)> s^olastic atiam> 
metits. of stately <l)g)uty« broad syxor 
pathy and above all a sterling Wer .of 
the Indian people. fl4imbay will never 
see the like of lum again. 



CHAj.pjiB XVIII —THE HISTORY OF 
THE MINT jVNT) COINAf^E. 

fJlHOUf;!! Hiif Mint is only *>/ !iec;»:id- 
■1' Aty iiniK>ttanc« rd^tivdy to the 
f»tht?r grcai imtitotions of tie fifties 
already (kia^rU)ecl, some rafintiou of it 
tinirt be made in order to cotttfjlete the 
sylkbtLe of these mstitutione. The Mint 
as known in tJie fifties is the same budd* 
Hig with the Jjonc ooloiiuade as the one 
which rneetj^ the of the passers-by 
in the Ftere lioad, north, on the harbour 
side. But tlds couiing, instiinticui Imd 
no habitatJoii when our far-sighted first 
maker of litinilmy. Mr. Gerald Amigier. 
conceived and laiuiched it in 1670. It 
WES E priniitiv€" Effoir ijtj coin the kind 
ot rupees cttcreut in those days, the 
only other coin minted was tliat of 
topper known its the p^isa or pice- It 
located iti a place now altogether 

ij^r the Town 


H^LTracks. It is* tela.ted l)y Mr. Edwardt-'S 
thdt ioitr sjHidtneris ol the tairliest rui>e*? 
tuuitcd Itctweeit 1665 and 1670 
dqwsiled with the British Museum* 
which the curiuui- Itidian i-'isitmg that 
rcEiiafkahlc intEOtute, s magnifictuil 
st^^i'chtfii.'ie of all that is worth prestT- 
Viitiim of the ancient and modem worhl. 
nwT view, The lucation of the Mint 
later on for a huudied and fifty years 
IS buried in obscurity and can only hv 
revealed by some archieologist of the 
Future who mny V»l deputed by the 
(Jovernmeiit of the day to ransack the 
jl^auK) underlying the Town Barracks 
and its siuTouiidinjis MeatiwliUe it niay 
be more to the purimsc to leam rlint 
eventually the ].*tt25eiil site w(is selecteil. 
But the ground (boine square 

yards) had first tti he reclaimed in oftlcr 
(ft erccf tliereon a baildbig which oinhl 
be worthily culled H* M.'s 'I his 

was in and the budding was cum- 

pleted in i»2() at it total cost of 36 lakhs, 
17 


efjaipineiits ^ ^ 

tn the Fifties, 

In the fifties tlio .Mint ocvunied OJi 

local the wesl. .VI the ground wlikh 
the’I™ “T" ’“ ‘'"= Uhl) 

e^rounty U the ’r..«i, UeU tie™, ,„ 

M. and IS amv vested in the Iitmr..ve- 

^W,ves part Of theirs 

1 ^cti^ly hef„„ ,5,^ ^ 

Ve Rood It wiii in that year thin a 
.nod was-cm t|ny,„g,^ 

■md th I'wt »tnket 

wW a 1* ?° 

B 4 ” j «' teratfniia <rf the 

.olee 7 ^VaS gmuud 

"Immed r„.„ the M«,y ^Tott 


i-flll i-H Lke Afiitt fnuu cIue Fnft 

Hiirtel. in a westward directimt, t& 
cLs<» partly reclainic<l gruund. and partly 
I tie old narrow rt»<id adjoining u tioi luiF 
already' dcatrilied as t(w Hast 

Rampurt Row, as far as tti^ preseid new 
Pi'S! Ofiice. Tlnis the sotithcni j>art «1 
tlte pre^t I'lcre Rcmd, fnuii the Tineti 
UjU up to the I^nrt Market, hi a Uiie 
w'ith the Ballard I'Her Ruad was a com- 
jiiete chI tit sue. The Mint was thus 
enchised tn rhe .grounds knuwii as the 
Cnstte The site selected was the most 
eligible and apjiroiiriatc TJir ]«roJcc' 
tors and buihlers of ihe Miift Btiifdtng 
in 1^34 knew wliat Wifre the fKsrila 
attendant on ad attack from the sen by 
the piratical Seedies. Mnhiattas ami 
orheni who were eceit during the first 
fjtiarter ot the nineteentij ccuiurv* :i 
dread. It was tuipcrative that 
primilses nhowld lie niitler Uie sliadow 
of the great Cost !e to be pToterted trodn 
nl) liarni by the ponderous guns If ot'CB- 
sioii tnreikfL 
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The FJrst Mint ^taster* 

The first Miiil Master imported 
from Knglajid, one Mr. Snuili, must htt%'e 
been an czceeduigly contented fotemnn- 
ntechanic to come to serve here on a 
modest salary of ^6o jjcr annum It 
miiy, howetrer, be presumed tliai the 
wi.nk at the .Mint in 1829 couJd mit liave 
l*een considerahlc. If, even in 1^35. when 
the first Coinage Act was passed, £urd the 
rupee made legal tender, the ammint 
coined did not exceed two crores, it must 
have been incon.siderubte in the 3"ear 
the new Mint was first «el going. WHien 
Uie Coinage Act was passed Bt>nil»a\' 
tupees, Madra-s rttfiees, Farukabad tii' 
pees and Sicca rupees were legal tender, 
Tne last was crjtiivalcnt to a little more 
than the other descriptions of Rupees 
A Tkwttbay rupee was equal to 15 'lO 
of the bicca. It is a cttrioit!) cirenm*- 
^ance that. Uwugi the Ckivemor^ of 
oinhay and Madras receive their 
onthlj salarj* in rupees, tlicv havTi 


been by some ajitiqafced eimctoieiiL 
in Sicca nipees. Practical^’, lUcrdore, 
these functiariarkf! even to day toedeve 
5. iTiiri tting over and above to,000 rupees. 
Similar is the case with die salary of 
tile t'Jo^’enior-General wliich is 

Sicca Ttipeal Tlie Sicca rupee, 
ns it lejjal tender, was abolished l>y one 
ot the Acts of 1836. The rupee till iStJ. 

known as Compajiy’s . but in that 
year it was by Act 13 called ilovem- 
mciil rupee The silver impiiiited in 
1835 into coins of mpees, half fni»ees. 
etc., etiiialleit i‘33 t'rore rupees. In 
1850 the coiiiafje amownudl o i'hi, but. 
as trade expanded, tlie coinage incTca.«^d 
ill volmne. Tire value of silver coined in 
1855 was 5’97 crores When the .\niefi* 
C3in Civil War was in full swing 
bj) India imported enormous quan¬ 
tities of bullion, specially in Bombay. 
It was the surplus profit of the immense 
shipiaaits of cotton consigned to Liver* 
pool which had to depend wholly on 


Indum cottiiu tiuring ttic tUc- 

L-oinagc ro^^e fjoiw ^ tiy crorcs in iSdi- 
r>2 Ift i4*6g crorea b Tile 

war uulsd hi the spring 4 ,{ i ?«>5 
.vhen the crnali of in slmres 

•»vm<i«fc Bomfjay, it hcgnn e„ j-ccctb 
Tlic Bombay iOnt wus imtjecdingjy ao 
tjve dtwl was jint able to cnjit ivUli the 

plethora af biillhm tejidered iw m mail 

t-anw. nith tlw cmnagc as fa,t aw the 
roerchttjits wLsIu-d. the ftvnil* 

uhlt not being etitmJ to. the tnak ^i 0 u 
was made jobt bfioutt'r with the day. 
iUipee$ diKiipjicar^I as sihijj they 
came imt of Uic AGnt and Hr is a hurt 
tirat iJtej’ were scarcer at tht end of 
r«h4. ivhen motiesr was dear bid the 
Bank irf Bombay rate had gone to 
^ «r 24 cent 1 Th^ practice of the 
€Li>- was Umt private Imporiem of the 
hiUlmn tendered it to the Mint which 
passed a tecetpt tor its eaJne. This 

‘>«dl«wiU,U.« old gselum^ banks. 
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li^MesJhe Bank nf Tlieliist 

hnltltr of tile wnuld ft 

lifter a fttrtnjglit or even tmtn* mid 
hfi5 nij>«s, it may be mtaitioncd that a 
rtij'ee contains t 05 yfraiiu of Bilvcr of 
;staiidaid tiiiene:^ and grains of 
aboy. Cofunel Ballnid wasr Uie Mint 
Alac.lfx 111 tiiuse stirring tinier, iJic 
aome able Royal Engineer wlm was 
afterwards the first CEiaititian ol the 
Port Tni^ which hi cnihtneitujtatnai 
of his great service, named llic pier at 
Mody Bay. the *’ Ballard Pier/* 

The EarfieM Days of Coinage. 

Hut let die writer hark back tfi 
the earliest duy^ of Bomliay, the duys 
of the renowned f Jerald Anngier and 
his siiccesaorii. 'file values ol the coins 


then were as follows — 

a. 

A Rnjievw'Bsciiiial to 2 ti 

ASviapliin eijiwJ to ........ 1 g 

A Persian Sahebi equal to ^ q 

A Pag^idaetiiialtn..,.,.,..,., 9 o 





It ^hottld bfc rcoienilwrcd that the 
Pagoda wad a I\>miguese cojn'and tJie 
Sahebi belonged to (Jie mlc of the Moguls. 
There was a targe numl>cr of thc»e 
Penaan tnpees which rcniaiiicd In cir* 
eoJatton well njgh up to the seventies, 
afd there were ntjiees of the earliest 
dji vs of the I'^t fndia Ccuti|jajiy winch 
were also stamped in Peniiaii. Tliese 
ere to be seen discctmttd in the harar 
in Che native town by a large number of 
til petty shrofl^s, or properly sjieaking 
Tii,.jiey exchangers. The rupee* known 
to my b<^d)ot>d were mostly tlie laies 
bearing tlie effigy of King Willium IV. 
-'lamped 1835, and Uiatof Queen Victoria 
[without tile crown) stamped 1840. 
The rupee with the crowned Queen was 
corned in 1862 for the first time, after 
India had in 1858 passed to the Crown. 
The (dd King William rupee, how¬ 
ever. circulated till the eighties when it 
Was finally withdrawn froiu circulatoin 
by a GmFemuient uotificaltou. When 

2O4 
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jlfcscnted at the Currency Office '>r 
any of the UanSca it was clipped and 
pji^^cd titi to the Mint fn the fifties 
tbi'i'c were neither Pagodas uor Sani' 
pfiiiis to he noticed- The last used 
t*:> Ite called tn (lUjrathi by the name 
" asraphi." There was in cO|Ji>er coins, 
UiL pie (ardhi hi Cujratlii], the paisa. 
(3 pies) iind the dhaboo or <iou)>le 
pice eriiial t<r half an anna Tiic trutdefs' 
in the town, and even the old ntiiw of 
I'lnglish hankers and merchants ii?Jtd, 
at any tate till the scvenltes. to keej* 
then accounts in rupees, cmorteis 
(powloslj, doer os (it pies) and rets. 
The lost may have liccn a cohi during 
the occajjution of the Portuguese hut 
one bad never seen it in the lifties- A 
hundrerl reis made a powla or four 
anuss, and a hundred docra=< made a 
rupee i 19a to 200 pies). fmlian incncal 
arithmetic, which is stiU in vogue with 
shopkeepers, traders and uiercluuits- 
iii the town, and ojuvcrsally practisecC 


t 


treats of aUqiTot pam o( currencr of 
wliidt the d^-ra h stflt a domi^aat, 
one. In reality the rfwrrt is a cent and 
would preTi'e most emcient fm accounts 
wheaievcf the rlecitnaj,| coinage if tmi- 
versally estahlishctl m India. 
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XIX.- MINCHt rUBLlC 
EliJFlCKS AXJ> r>Hll„\NTItKr:)PTC 



WlKtl coiUpIetcfl tliv 



i " piu:?," so to saxf o! tht iinportiuit 

(luhlic (.‘dulcet lh<^ Fort fiarmg 

die A^cadiuu puriod nt tliv 
of ta€ n&teteefltth centim. H may not 
Lc tmint<^e9tiiig t*» jofer tf> minor tmiJd- 
nigt. of socisJ, rtligitTtia nr: tditiiatitiuij 
mterest- Stycnkiiig (list nf tbo iiL^, 
tttv Klphinstj-'lie IriKlitution nifty ptti~ 
miiitntly mentiiirtcd. tMginalty csta- 
bU«iied»uuIcrtlu; auspicdol the R*Minl 
of l-jlncfttiom Sodcty. it vvfts, is Uie 
fiftieiJ. pOjitflarJy known at Lhv ’* ikicitrt>' 
ScbiKi] ' It u'fts t) (ximmoiUout builrl- 
inji; tins Elplimsione liistittittcm, a/ul 
sdU -tand'j to tcniiiid old EipKinttnninns 
of fitt aliDft luater of theit youUi, It 
is no iiLbcf than tli^ existing nno on tin- 
Es^rlftnade Cross Rond vrhich b now' die 
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I ‘iovenirat-nt Central AiiBlO'Vtniaculaf 
Scbi'oL a finr etlifioi next to whm 
the iinial] Cattscs Court was situated 
tiy recently. It taccs, the which 

tida tlwat a hig maiden strclchtug tai 
d <Wrii to the precincts «f the Fort, where 
the runiparts. Tt had no archi- 
tcclunil iirctensioiis at the petic-<l nur 
Itrts it any even tti-thiy. But the loca- 
l[r>’ where the Instilutimi w«s luhlt 
|.v the Fdtication Society is in every 
\\av sanitary ai'd admirably siiiN-d for 
its putpoije. 'Hie east facing has a 
11.treh Coming op the steps you pass a 
k'W feet along till is rearhed a grund stair- 
i-iise. broad and well lighted- It leads 
on the right to what was m t he fdiie 
;m excellent hall which stotnl by it^ 
in all its scholastic dignity and iiitvllec- 
lunl glory- Facing the hall in a norther¬ 
ly direction were class rooias. and also 
fin its westerly Imntage moms hir * 40 - 
dfejits of the college The ground floor 
was divided into two big bhick* or 


wtitgs. one cffntairiini! a series of class 
trxntis <vjH,iiiiin into cacli other for the 
f;«iralbi-spoakiiig scholars, and the 
other for those speakbtg Mursthi* 
TiiMre weft' fsoucions vexandaite, well 
«. «.ch or 0.0 hi.«ios. 

and cotniiounat bcj'ond. The westerly 
one was a litUt narrower, hut cnti- 
nently adapted fur a pLiygroimd for 
ftying kites tu playing marbles and 
tilUer gamti not denunidiiie any 
wide space. In the easterly or novth- 
eastcrly comiKnJiul were a variety of 
ont-liaURCS. Tliere were two tii- 
tniDces ru the iiirfitution* Thi* due 
noitherb w^tli a gate was exceed- 
iiiglv convenient for those who ciuue 
from Charidariwadi and the Kalbadevt 
side. *Tlie lastenr one had two gates 
for those arneing fnwn the Fort. Tire 
iiiaidan opiKrtdtt gave tinliimted play¬ 
ground lt> ll*t schoolboys early in 
tlu; niominy before sehoobttme and at 

recess. 
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The miistee WrfL 

Here ai d tJjere simrt dLHU*iCtt 
were pnecs-htnTt wells. iJie ttae 

iiliiluntlirf^fists, all <tnl;iirjwn to fame; 
wTip hail ejnl.™td them for jutilic 
use. want of pruphie dtiiihiu|f uates' 
btir- *?v«i then n dire iiec'cssity 
dally in the £iiiian«ir .-;easo«. Them 
were al^» two or three wells tltdo^aud 
to poor tattJf, Here the Bkistee rrilie 
toiild be seen during the jiveldii^ day 
tilling their pakfittk or leather bags, 
and laying ihcni on the humhJe and 
patient bullock for watering oiiii 'itluT 
]jurpo.^es, A s^^iecioJH- Jargt one was 
fcTiff'vn^as (he “ Bliistce Well' The 
large tank icTinwii as N'aceda nnt 
even CTnisfnit’kd. The writer was an 
eye-whness to its digging ^.ine tune 
•t* li'.'iS “>■ I fish* ev'trj wfl\ the 

site the EJphinstone fnstitntiau was 
w'cU adapted for its fmi|>ose. It U said 
that the groimd timdlord was Mr. 
Jagganotli ^mitcohet. a keen edtica- 


? 7 « . 
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tionL^ aiid a «tal\vart Indiati mcmb«;r 
of Ui€ Hducailofi i^odety, wiiicli did 
admirable ptoneci work tor «■«!) nigk 
tliirty yearf> ti(I tlw great Educa¬ 
tion a J Ciiarrer of 185.} reVfiTiitrr>nt»i(,>d 
aJt knaU of edut^cHiii tn itomljay, Tiiis 
“ Central “ Ijistatute, a? it ^\'a£ f^ nie- 
tinte$ called, not only accojiuiuxLited 
the reboot but the College bearhig' 
tlie hoaomicd tiatue of Elxihiintfoue. 
There were three class-room;^ for the 
collegians, ime of wtiich w'ap desipiftted 
as the Notntal Qasa> becaufc schojain 
were truined 10 take duty ftftenvards 
as teacher?- bt English, a rare pro- 
tessinnal cto# Iti tlHtse days and lijghly 
Tvs(>wted, One rcwnii was also allotted 
for Empa^tjr^g a knowledge of chemistry 
and contiected with it was a miniature 
inn scum containing many boraiucal 
andgeolr>gicaJ sxiecimens. Thismuseiun, 
111 the fifties, was in ihr charge 
of the late Nfr Ardeshir Framji Moos, a 
rlisthigaishcd scholar and teacher 


Below the museum ojii the grOimd lloi>r 
was the liuok depot which afterwards 
bluoincit into a Uuvemmttnt Central 
Bfiuk Dtjxit. All text hookSt iCiiglish and 
venuicuJai, were vended here fr»r the 
convenience of the ^dent* mid tlie 
fichoolhrjys. The CoUegL' was itimuied 
by three professors, one of whom 
w»s also tlH> Principal Imth of i^rlvorjl 
and Colltye, In the fifties .Mr after¬ 
wards Dr.) John Harkness of Alwd^^h 
was the Pruicipat Owing to the ctiong^ 
effected mirtcr Sir Charles Wnotls ISthi* 
catiutial l>esi>atch of ift54. tlie College 
was removed to a sejiaratc hired 
htiilrliiiii; <jn Bahuhi Tank Road, exactly 
oji|}Oisite the Grant Medical College. 
The Tningaltfw which was occupied 
foirn 1^5^ to j8f>2 has: been lirv'dled 
tti the ground, anti a5 new moikrn 
buildings have been erectcrl on the plot 
the exact locality cannot now be 
identified wiiliout the asdataace of 
Xaughitm'^ Survey' Map. 


The Elphifustoae School 

The Elpbiiistone Insttiutiou was 
then ccnvertwl into Elplunstoue School 
till the phUanthropy of Sir AJben 
Sassoon Rave it a magnificent aichi- 
tectutal habitation, an omainent to 
oui city at the worth-west extremity of 
Cmickshank R<nvrf. Tiie old building of 
the Ediicatinn Society still series the pur¬ 
pose of a school, nevertheless its pristine 
pride so well tnaintiunea for over half a 
century luislong^nce gone. But it is yet 
deemed, a hallowed buildiog dedicated 
to the niiise of education round which 
have centred many magnificent 
ctaUons wliich are mdclible- As we 
occasionally pass by tins venerable 
edifice, old happj nieinorics of citr 
scluml days, out fun, out 

innocent mlscliicf, all tome crowding 
in our mind and tor the iitometit we 
feci aji impulse to cross once more 
the gates Wid liavc a silent peep 


rfJimd, tike Uie '*diier taking notes*' 
to revive the days of o?d seme sixty* 
five y^re hack. May the edifice remam 
ttie intcilcctual shrine tliat it is for 
generations ycl anboni. 

Other Buililtitgs. 

Next to the Institution on its north¬ 
easterly side, facing the nioidan, was a 
hunible dis^sarj^ with a few beds 
which sen-f d as a kii d of hospiUJ. It 
was a congerie of rooms on the ground 
floor where one Dr. Vitters dispensed 
tncdicines gratis to tJic poor aird pre- 
senbed cures. The h.tkm in hut day was 
■^eh-known, and the dispensarv was 
called the '* Boml ay Native Dispen¬ 
sary/'—a name by w liich it is still carried 
on in another and more populous, bat 
less sanitary, jiart of the town. But 
its place of old knows it no more, 
The exigencies ot the State had reared 
its original grciir.d a Sailors* HometiU 
^lother newer home was built, opposite 


tlie Wetlingtom fountain, in bonom 
of Uie occaainn of the visit of the late 
Duke of Hdinburgli, the first sevrut ot 
the royal house of the good Queen 
Victoria, who visited Bombay and tra¬ 
velled all over India in iSyo. There- 
after^ th e' building underwent some 
structural alterations, and was de¬ 
dicated to the Bombaj' Volunteers. 
Beyond rbis in the east were a low 
range of '‘mochees” (shoemakers) shops, 
and a *' pitha," or grog shop, Beyond 
thef% was the Free Church of Scotland 
wluch stood in a compound of its own 
with "heathen" surroundings on all 
sides. In all probability when this house 
of God was first buUt and consecrated, 
the tocali^' was tree from any kind of 
residential buildings, with the maidan 
opposite. But as population increased 
and trade expanded, business places 
shot up, the church was surrounded in 
the fifties by shops on both sides of 
it. As years rolled on, the quarter 
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l>a:ame I>c»Ui noi^- nnd iU-s«ittd lor the 
purpose of the sacred edifice, >roic- 
buttdttiffs ot the State, oit the 
maidaii. like the (.kxmldaii Tcjpal Hose 
pita], tjegan la rise. Sc* at last the 
CJiUfch was st*fd, anti from its proceeds 
a new one ha.'* tjeen built in Waudt>y 
Rood which is irr evorj' way lutno in 
harinuny with the surroundings. The 
hiuldings whicli till late accoitimt>daicd 
tilt Small Causes Court may also be 
briefly referred to in this place. Courts 
of justice, civil and crimiiia], in the 
.'Uiperior and inferior, had liail in 
tlie first Itall of tJit iitneteeuth (am- 
tnry no fitting and digntiied habitations* 
Wc lin\'e already described die ups and 
deniTis and wuitderitiRS of the Kupienie 
Court of Jadicuture for wer tiigji 
years (tilt 1834) before it had a 
permanent edifice to ctniduct the admi- 
nLstratiou of justice 8imUariy with 
the Small Causes Court and die PoUce 
Cciutts. In the lift Jess, die formei wiis 


locatt'fi in a honsG adjorniiig the lUphin- 
stone [iistiintiaiion north-west. But 
some time after, the work had iso 
multiplkxl that it was essential to have 
aimthet hiiiliiiiig next tlooi to it. 
Hie late Mr. Itvnockji Cursetii was Inr 
lonig a jQt lg ^ of this Court and jtracti- 
cally daring the period we are mrw 
describing, his name was iiitinurtely 
known to Marwari traders. Indeed, we 
may say that the iiniaB Causes Court 
and Mr. Maiuickji were alternative terms- 
Jiitfee Manockji's Court was the ffuniliar 
way in which the Marwaris recognisefl 
tht* Small Causes Court- Hdiol.im 

of the ElphJnstone Institution, I and 
mv clafsiuates often used to enjoy 
their half-hcmr*s afternoon recess in the 
court nf this judge, who was a terror 
to all the usurious money'lenders whci 
plied their suits there. We used to be 
greatly amu-sed with theparlei* between 
judge* and pJaintiiT. Il was unique 
fun for iis to pay fretjucnl visits there. 
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A Revered Structure. 

Framji Cowasjt Institute h aiioth» 
huildiiig which to my boyish imagina¬ 
tion carried great reverence, for the 
name of the foimdcr oi that Institute. 
He was a great pliihutthroj^ist and vene¬ 
rated not only by members of his 
own comnninity. hut liy those of 
the Eiridn ajid MaJiomcdan. The bfg 
tank which has recently been reduimed 
had stur-d tiiere for ujrwaxds of thrt?e- 
quancri of n cimttin- M was a tank 
where, they say, the ahdnsnsijd to wnnh 
dirty dotlus. Some gave tts origin 
from n dfmbi who was supposed to 
be il5 original proprietor. The ori¬ 
gin b involved in obKcutity. Bm the 
or tank csuiie to bo the name 
of the surrotmding locality, and to 
this day this ptuct of the town, abitt- 
ting «ji the north of the aiarhie Lines 
is called “ Dhobi TaJab.’* Ihere was .a 
big Vtnslaii wheel in the llfties and an 


mcltned plane on wbicli tlie pooi 
bullocks were driven Up and down 
as till!!' still were ttT! late at anotlier well 
at the comer of the new Coliego id 
Science. Water was drawn from tlits 
dliohi tank to sjinnkle tlie loada in tUe 
localitj' and tbe E^anade Koad. 
In the adjoinbig \Tttcant ground the 
Panu philaiithrojjist, who was a 
keen lov’ei of Lduention, built the tu- 
stitute bcanng his name, lie entlowed 
it partJv for the purpose of a NatU'e- 
General Library and partly for uceum- 
modating a giris* isclwol founded by old 
liipliinstiaiianft under the name of tlie 
Student Girls' arid l.ileniry Society, 

. which was g^jatly nursed in its heyday 
bv the late Mr. Vi'divajiatli Natayan 
Maridltk. and. later lut. by that 
distinguished scholar and citizen, the 
late Mr, Kashinath Trhnbak Telnng, 
who eventually odottied rite bench 
ol our tifeh Court from 1880 to 1893. 
h'rajnji Cowasji teas the descendant of 



tlie great faiiulyof the Bujiajis. ma of 
t ife earliest settlcrd in Uoinhay, wlio c^r* 
n<fd on the business of bmkets to Knglisti 
finiis. The Banajia, the Watllaa. ihc 
Setts and Uie Modis or Wachagliandift 
were the four imiMJitani wealthy families 
who came to Bombay tn the eighteenht 
mtturj- under the fegis of the FjiBt 
India Caiiij>any, to imrsue mercajitile 
avtic attons. 


The Be anjis. 

Cowasji Ranaji was a great merchant 
and slitprnviier. as Ure Dadys were. 
He Jiad five sorts who were* ah de?- 
tinguished. Rustomjj established himself 
as far bach as in Calcutta, and . 
traded wiUi his Iwother Dadablioy. 
Both brotheiy were for a Joug- fime 
Consuls for Persia, Rusttunjl tn Calcutta 
and Dadalilioy hi Bombay, Pramji was 
anotiier brother, and so was Cursetji, 
who was more or Icsss fainiliarly known 
3s Khalla Goga," Ooga was a nick 
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name o» the Baiiaji 5 . Cursetji was not 
-so distingnislied in the public life of 
Bombay as Framji, 'flie ft»rmer confined 
himself to commerce. Tlie latter was 
both a man o£ coimnercc and a pub* 
lie citken of renown, who in his 
day wa,< a great pioneer of hor¬ 
ticultural indiistrj’. He was the owner 
of the estate hnown as Pavai, near tiu: 
vHUage of VeiuiT, lately sold at an abnor- 
nmJ price. There he used to impotl 
and plant a variety of eiotics- The 
Pavai estate was a kind of veritable 
botanicar gnrderi in bis time , but alas, 
his commercial misfortunes overtook imn 
end the estate fell into neglect. It is a 
part of this Pavai which m i88<> fire Cor¬ 
poration bought at the instance iif tlte 
then Municipal Commissioner, Mr. (after¬ 
wards Sir) Charles Ollivant, in order 
to have an auxiliary water resen-oir 
to Vebor, there being an alarm of water 
tamine, which however, nev^er occurreiL 
The Pavai reservoir was till 


recently a wliito deplmnt and b tuonn^ 
mcnt to retnmd tlie present generation 
of the rate-paying pablic of the waste 
of their monies under Ul-foondecI alamts 
or panio by the Muiiicii)ai Executive. 
The Framji Cowasplnstittite »the best 
ajid most usefnl pennaiicnt memorial 
Bombay [»osiiess« of a piiUxmthrnpir citt- 
zen whoffourislied about sixt>*-tw6 yearn 
ago, It rnaymit be generuUy known rhjit 
the late Sir P. M. Mehta was a Trustee of 
the Iiistlmte, and also its Qtairman, and 
did during bis cniighteiioti chairmanship 
si great deal for the con^jrvatioij and 
bsater wdlare of the Institute. His 
lost e0oii at improvement was directed 
to tlie reclaimed grous'd oi the tank, 
a part of which Is st)<in to lie utilised 
for extending the jirtiniscfi of the^ 
most pii]tu]iir Institute 

The Kohert Money School, 
S{}eakiiig of educational edifices of 
tlie fifties one c^miiot reTralii ffoiii 
referring lt> what tiU late was known 
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as tile Robert Money School, a Iiatid* 
some pile of btifldiiiBs. clegimt in its 
sunplicLt5% which sfcocd between the 
edijc of the Giigaom Road on one 
aide and the Kalbadevi Road on. the 
otiier. it stood on the grtmnd where is 
mm erected a " glorified diawl " which 
has in icolity destroyed the asthetic 
vista w'hicb the old Mon^' Schoefl 
presented from the southern end of the 
E^ilonade Rosd whcJe stands in its 
solitary spleivdonr the statue nf Queen 
Victoria, endowed at ^ c*j*st cf zi 
Jafchs by tL HL Khirnderao, Maharaja 
of Batcda. the picdccessor of the ill- 
fated MuUiairao, in 1S70. along witli 
tliat other gift, the Sailors’ Htune, in 
1870, in hfuwur <if the visit of H. R. 
the Euhie of Itdinbiirgh. The statue of 
t he Queen was unveiled !iy Ute late Lord 
Northhrotdc s»s Viceroy in ^874 mitlst 
stately pomp and dignity. The school 
was founded by Mr. Robert Money, who 
was a w'tU-knfnvti Itnsain'Uiry teacher^ 
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In Back Road, which was 

more rural or suburban in tlic fifties 
than urban as it is at present, was 
situated Dr. Wilson's scliooh 'rhe buiise 
later on was owned or occupied by .\fr. 
Bhaishanker Nanabhoy, solicitor. There 
was also in Agiarj- Street, in tJie 
flank of ICalbadevi Road, the fteue- 
ral Assembly's Institution, where for 
many a year collegiate instructibn was 
imparted by Scotch SlissioiiariBa. It in 
the same IniiUting whicli is now in the 
occupatitiit of the Goculdos Tejpal 
.Anglo-Vernacular School. 

iTivate Semi oar ics. 

bastly, amimg ttre prominent edu¬ 
cational institutions of the fifties meu' 
tioji niust be made of two private 
seminaries in tlie Fort where luagJisb 
was tnugUt to sons of wealthy Indians. 
These were the Boswell and llinton. 
so named after the original founders 
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Olid jirtJix ietors. Tlie iormer saJiooI w&s 
l<icatc:<l sujuewhere in ApoUw Street* 
It wns well frcqucntedp and Uicj say 
the late Sit Dbisliaw Atainickji Petit 
mid his brothel Nusserwanji were IrntJi 
educated there. Almost all the sons 
ol ricli Parei and Hmdu parents were 
instructed in jiood English and entn- 
tnercial knowledge m JlosweU SekooL 
The late itr. Vnrjivondas Madtiavdasand 
his brother Mr Narotamdas aJb«» be¬ 
longed to the same school. Boswtai nsed 
to charge heavy tees. Wliu he w'as is 
unknown to this writer. Con it be 
that he was descended frotu the diS' 
tiuguished ancestor of that name who 
lias made him self and Hr. Johnson so 
famous in HngJtsh Utcrature ? f’er- 
iiap^ not. for souk* tiaditkms say lie 
iva.^ a retired army sergeant. Hiniori 
was a better ischnlar. and liis sdiool 
was IrettCT attended than BoKweU's, 
Eventually he was the only proprietor 
of a private English school in Bombay 
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tiU the share ^eculatioii of j 864'65* 
Hinton, who, like others, was keaily 
m pttrsnit of rtcbea, was greatly embar¬ 
rassed and broke op the school, he 
becomhig for a time a pbotographer. 
But it was a weU-comducted school, 
and was located in a low house two or 
three doors northward from the town 
hoo^ of the P^ts in Homby Road. 




Chattkb XX.- OLD TBIE HOTELS 
AND TAYERNS. 


I N a survey' of public institutions other 
thEin official, mention should he 
made of those local establishments 
which catered foe creature comforts 
for the outdoor utaDr Uie fatigued tra¬ 
veller from the mofussil or from Eng 
land and the Continent. In the fifties 
a good hotel of even modest dimensions, 
fairly equipped, with tolerably good 
service, was a rarits'. Practically hotel 
life was unknown, and ephemeral vea- 
tors by land or seagenenUly accommo¬ 
dated themselves under the hospitable 
roof of friends or acquaintances. Ge* 
nuine British hospitality of the old- 
fashioned sort for which the stately 
and gorgeous species of the “ Nabob * 
so vividly described by many an old 
and brilliant |>en, had made themselves 
famous in the sodal annals of the 


of tlie Hcinonrahfe the 
India Comjwnrjr. had not ret died out. 
The ^^csts whom thoi^e magnificent 
grandees iionourwl and iToated under 
their hospitable roofs have left gtowii^^ 
retnttiiscefices of their luvish aidermanic 
dinners, and of Hie profusion of those 
rich and meilt}wed foreign wines from 
lliiar cellars with which they were 
regaled till the srnalt hours of tlie mom- 
ing. especially during a festive season 
like that of Cliastmas vrith its nniny 
jollities and revelries. I^iHuugh and 
sick leave were rare because so difficult 
Ilf accomjrlishment, with the tedious 
dull and monotonous voyage home 
oecupyoig at least a huTidred days by 
wooden ships. Tlie stay at one time was 
longer in the countiy'. and the longer 
the ** Nabob" officittl or tton-ofhctallived. 
tile wider grew tils fame for liogiitality. 
Againjintellifecveii iu the old country, 
in iht fifties was nothnig comparable tf» 
the luxury and comfort of those palace.^ 


m 


of to-day in Pi«adilly or the Strand, in 
Nottliumberland Street or on the Em¬ 
bankment. So that it b a tact tliat m 
Bombay a decent hotel, as a hotel, was, 
conceived fifty or sixtj' years ago. was 
unknown, so the local historians say. 
till 1845. One christened " Hope 
and located at Mazagaon was then just 
efflergii^ from its obscurity having been 
opened in 1S37, The name still survives, 
but its pristine glory is faded and gone. 

Parsi George and Portuguese George. 

But about that period, it is related, 
there were se^'eral taverns of a character 
far from reputable- They would not be 
termed in those days any more than 
third-rate grogshops. Half-a-dozen of 
them were scattered in the locality 
of Sonapur, mostly frequoited hy sol¬ 
dier^ and sailors and low-class clerks 
and others of the same kidney. Their 
names have been saved from entire 
oblivion, for the able compiler of the 
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'• Boiiil«,y CairttMr " h® (ml>almea 
them it, lus |,age#, (>nc was ciMcd 
Pars! Gcoige '• and tfit- other ** Portn- 
piese Cleorgc."' l}>c nlvy and Uie wheit- 
torc of these two ambitious GTCotges is 
»ot toid. It is, -linwv'ver to be presumed 
t hat (rtmige Vfai; a generic and right 
roy^ name. rite i«,ir Geoigcs 
luiMJiig fii> well fnilmwed eaeli otlier 
during r gieater part of Uie iJme that 
the East India Compauv- Ml 
rcigji sway m Ihe txaintiy . Jn all j.fo^ 
lability thu owner was the^e. btit for 
etmvenitnee sake one restaurant or 
oTi was reserved lor the jolly Patsi wlio 
MotiJtl like to have iRUits. S|>eciallv in 
his favourite Gulabee Mowra” (peg* 
^fowra *siurit> in his own lasliion ■ 
tJie otlitT f«u flu* I’ortugiiesc, that 

is the (^nnese, who for over a ceiiiurv 
have ^>read themselves in a wi^ coJony 
at Sonapur and the surrounding locali- 
tt«5, notably what is facetiuuflly called 
the Dooker Hully/’ the lane for pigs 


to iQtten on tht? offaJ pmvidtKl by the 
residents. A third tavcni !iad the frmhy 
name oi " Paddy Ooosci " whidi no 
local antiquarian lm.< y^t been able to 
give the origin. But more nr hwa 
such names, it may l>e takenf or grant¬ 
ed, were not the ori^nai whicli their 
proprietors gave but thof»e conferred hy 
sonie liabitnal iTerjuenteri a soldier or a 
witli a vein td vu^ar humour. 
In all proliiibiiity this r avem migtrt Imve 
hitH a lilt of tori at iihe a juwtdy 

where geese were allowed Itequcnriy to 
goljble before being sold. I^igs, t«rke>& 
and geese, were ver\' largely raise*! hi 
the Goanese locality in former ycjtrs at 
Dhobi Tolao which has been fheir fa¬ 
vourite strengbold- There wctv two 
Cither tavetiw known as *' Rustoniji * 
and *' OoadwacL*' In all piobabiliiy Lliey 
were christened after the names of 
their proprietors. Wc knew of oae 
eaUedthe '*Gremi Railing Tavern." A 
£ne jolly place it was. where die tare 


Jiwd the blue-jackets made thetnselres- 
exceedingly meriy. Possibly vulgar 
huffoonery, droMerj' and rdlaig were 
the chief attractioiiB, It was situated in 
Parsi Baaar Street, next door to tlie 
family* house of S. Bangalee* 

Anyhow these taverns were tJie 
haunts of low-dass folk and In many 
ways disrqjutable by reason of the 
%nilgar venoses of the locality who 
were to be seen there angling. Tlie 
barmaids did not come into vogue 
for another twenty years. 

The Adciphi. 

Thus Bombay was really innocent 
of a fairly decent hotel before rS<)5. 
The ** Hope Hall" was reqiectable, 
and Sfaaagaon and Byculla were the 
fashionable suburbs. Visitors who could 
not be invited as guests by local mag- 
nai ts, would gladly resort to such a place 
It* find such comforts as they could 


obtain. But tlie tolcrabk prt^erity of 
the ‘'Hope Hall*' led® 1859 
establishment of another known as tlie 
-Vddnhi. owned by a Pars*, who came 
vears afterwards, aa he grew famous, 
io be known as the caterer par 
Both hotels were situated at Mazagaon 
and were well patronised. Hope Hall 
for long nmhittuned its high respect- 
abUitv with aristocratic exdush^encss. 
It had an annexe to accommodait: 
tamilv people also which was known 
as the Hoi>e Hall Family Hotel. That 
branch was most paying as tnarried 
folk preferted thcjnsdves to be at a 
litUe distance from the bachelor iiuartets. 

and icmain undisturbed. At the j^ime 

time the proprietor rested on his oats, 
while Falionji. with ample pluck, ena^' 
and hard work was able to nval his 
neighbour. He had a cimnDing courtesy 
about him and was always mtent ou 
Tdeasing his visitors, rich or poor, with 
equal impartialit.% He always kq>t an 
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eje tij tile main chance in ordei- to Ijc 
a ^ucccsafnl hotel ^)ioi>rictor. iw? hit 
iicart was in his*- work, and that work 
was how to |)]eaac his customerB and 
tlierclij' attract luon; 

**Ota pBlIaoji,’’ 


Thtis his T»f i^ cniiice, nidwi by the 
uUier cat-cdkiit buShiisis virtiits Jie poB- 
sessed. cspcciaJh' courtesy' iiiifl oj^en- 
lioiidednesH, was able soon to surjiass 
the Hope Hah. Ovil and inilitao’ 
ofificers began to svvami to bis hotel, so 
much so tliat in a few yeatB he removed 
to a more si^aciotts premises in Clare 
Rtiad. wluch was then a sclnirb and every 
wwy airy and oiten. '■ Pallonji would 
got good liints for better nmnagmitcnt 
(ram some of his customers. These he 
invariahly put into execution. So that 
♦‘Pallcniji '* and kfceton " OUl PaHmiji " 
t was a household word among the 
oi^ril and military gentry and even 
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'Ulontt A rcsUmrtint waa 

jUdcd iot the dekctautm oi the latter. 
/Thu^ he w<3it OH swiBuiiin^y at 
' „„ time better than doling atgentme 
uericd of Bombay, the slmte mima, 
wlieii so many htmdreds msetl to cc^e 
irom far and near to l>c rich in a trice 
Whetlter they fared well or ill ralUmri 
minted mone>- and no mistake- 
as he was a shrewd man of 
he took special care of his mvestioeats 

which were more or less 

property* One business qualification iic 

Ld posse««d in ar. ^nent de^^ 
Apart from bis courte£>-. afJability^ 
cvervthing to all men and vvonmn. he 
l^anit by pmctlcal eKiiericncc tlmt 
■■ terms positively cash ” otJght not to be 
as inflexible m hotel maimgcm^t as the 
laws Ilf tlie Medcs and Persnms. A 
little judidotts relaxation was 
There would be needy or mdebted 
voraig aimv sttbaltcms or lasluonable 
■yovmg civiUoM. Tbe>- would not have 
onough of the white or ydlow metal 




Jingling in their pockets. Could dcfu / 
Pallonji oblige them and defer the diah ^ 
charge of his bills to a convenient period 
Pnllotnji would obligingly acquiesce. So 
it cMne to pass the ” tick " sj’stem was 
fairly in vogue. The impecunious, as 
be grew !n service, might tmn out to be 
a big man, a brigadier or a commander- 
in-chief, a judge or a member of Counefl^ 
He would be a personage of position 
and influence and be of service for 
purposes of recommendation and so 
forth for increasing the greater prcte- 
perih' of PalJonii's concern. In this 
way, it is said, he assisted many and Uiey 
in turn w’ere grateful to lum. Pallonji 
was always ready witJi liis piiise 
for the needy and never dragged any one 
into court. He would wait for years 
and if even he de^ aired of payment 
he would forego his outstandings. He 
was the one famous hotel keeper in 

Bombay who made a name for the 
Adelphi. 


the Origin o* Watson's MoteL 

Blit the fifties soon receded into 
shade. The share speculation period 
brought targe influx of foreigners in 
tlie city, there was the first Italian 
Ballet Company. There was the troupe 
Dave Carson, the great liumorist, besides 
other theatrical companies. All wanted 
accommodation. So the demand for 
hotels sprang uji and in the sixties there 
balf~a'*do£<en hotels. But 

at the eventful hour old Mr. )Vatsoii, 
who liad his sliop at the south-west 
comer of Churchgate Street as a silk 
merceri draper, hosier, etc., and had 
amassed a large fortune in bis trade, 
and who was a man of great enterprise 
besides, conceived the happy idea of 
cstebiLulling an hotel of first-class re¬ 
putation, on the model of the most 
wdl-equipped and well-managed cara¬ 
vanserais then springing uj) in tlie 
West Imd of London. The ramparts 
were pulled down. The vacant ground 
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and ft part of tlie maidaii ivas ont 

l>jr' the f^taU fonuiqjoscB tif residential 
and ofiOee quartets Thejilots, scorcit in 
ii«inl>er, were jutt up for sale bj? public 
auction. Tlicric ranged ftom the comer 
wlicre is now erected the t^Uege of 
Science to the ot llotniiy Road 

where stands now tlie b 4 ni>ire Buildings. 
Tlic plots ytetded & price wJugIi was then 
deemed " fabujcius." Watson bade lor 
the plot where the Esplanade Hotel 
now stands for Rs. too per s4[Uftre 
yard. Others fetched between Rs. 70 
and Rs. 105. The Government of India, 
U* wltom the Injul Ijclonged, netted luilf- 
a-cfofc ft!^ earnest money. W'atson was 
Ms own architect and engineer, He 
devised his plan and carried it out with 
a patience, perscv'erance, and capital 
business sagacity which even in those 
days were the subject ol adtaiiation, 
l.hus lie w*tti no! ijiily the proprietor 
bat olsj] tlie archttect. engineer and 
builder of the hotel* It was completed 


in 1870 jtist iibout itie timr Uint the 
Ihikcof lidinbuigli visited the city, and 
i viviilly recolkct how I had poid 
Rs. aoioi- a tidvct of admission to tlie 
newli- built terrace at the toi> to view the 
tnagniheeut fire*works, the first of their 
kind on an dabomte scale, on the Back-, 
bay o^jposite. Homhay owes a debt 
of gratitude to tfjd Mr. WatfiOrt, 
for he wrui u pioneer oi some of 
the bifst etjtiippetl modem Iiotds 
which have since been built and of ivbich 
the Taj Maltal Palace Hrdel, the entw- 
prise of llie late Mf; Tata, is Ute latest, 
the most lafOucmalUe and architectnml, 
siliiatcd in the front of our picturcSfine 
harbour at the entrance of wliich will 
soon tovver the luagnihceTit marble aicli 
to r» miti e inorate the hmdinK King 
George V. the first Brithdi sovcrdgii, 
who along with Ida c'onsort Queen Maty, 
c^tuie to proclflim hhs coronation as Uie 
King of l^gland and Ttmjieror of India, 


Chapthk XXI.—the clubs, the 
ICE HOUSE AND THE OBSER¬ 
VATORY. 

LIFE-LONG resident of the Fort 



cannot refrain from referring to 
some other old public buildings ot uti¬ 
lity either for purposes of promoting 
science and education or the cont'^eni- 
ence and comfort of the inhabitants 
generally. As regards Hiiropeau Gubs 
1 can say little of the Bombay and By- 
colla Gubs of the fifties The latter 
bad vicissitudes of its own for ijoine 
years before it could afford a local 
habitation. It was somewhere after 
1S55 tliat that modest edi£ce began to 
rise above the ground in the very 
locality where it stands in its lull blown 
completeness to-day. But it was more 
-or less an aicadioin establishment, (|uite 
in harrtumy with the social life of the 


AjigJo-lndians of tlie ttmes. chiefly civil 
and military. To-day it has blossomed 
fortlj into a first class up-to-date resi¬ 
dential club for the jnembets of those 
services as well as for bachelors of 
tlie piofessionad and mercantile classes 
and other non-official nondescripts. It 
is a convenient, comfortable and even 
luxurious oasis in the midst of what 
was once a popular aristocratic Huro* 
pean quarter, but now an expansive 
glorified slum with big chawls and 
stables all around it. Since philistine 
industries began slowij" to invade this 
once charming suburban area, the club 
seems to be quite a stTaiided place, 
far away from the centre of European 
society, so well colonised on Malabar 
llili: especially since tlie day Sir 
Itidiard Temple deserted for good the 
Paxd Government House and look up 
quaxtens at Malabar Point, fringed 
with the shores of Back Bay and nest¬ 
ling in its own peculiar environments 


'sunouiidcd by llmdu vHLis and Hindu 
temples. The restdcntini area of Byciilla 
is more ur less appwjiirisited by middle 
dass f^roiieaiis whn iiiohtly bdoi»g to 
tlie iiidiistrial nnd enf^ineetiiig fTaitiritity. 
Again Bycullu liii?! been ghom of n grent 
deal of its fnruuT glut3.% e^j^teciaily oF tlie 
tlftijes and laiKties. by reason of that 
yoiitigef ingtitmisrti. the koyul Bombay 
Yacht Club, which ib iit*w the premier 
social rendcz:vuus of the Knru])can com- 
nmnity, with )t» annexe of Chib Clium- 
bers on the oppoaita side of the road. 
Thus, tiie Vaclil Oitb« ^vitii il5 nmpy 
milKirior amciivtics and attractions, Iras 
fobbed Urc cliami which once presiun- 
ably bdonged. lo hs elder sister, How* 
ever. Byculla Club is still pioiid and 
jealous of its ancient and timcduincnired 
privilege «f biddiiig htreweJI at tJie fes¬ 
tive board to rcliriiig Vicetoys, (.Tovenvurs 
and distinguished mianbcrs. 'fltis is as it 
should l»e. For it connects the old tm* 
ditions with the new ami ihu* keeps 


i(s hlstoiical cuntmuity which 
acf is>si€ntial to vitality. Xhe Ctulv soc- 
tkjEitai and sternly e^'htsive as it ts. has 
a rich h>cal history f>r itb rmiL which hi 
a is also pultllc. .And it is uiiich 
to he wished tliat some \’%3iliirt:stwn(5 
mciiibci with hteraiy iiccomplisilmteats. 
may iitdile its histoo' itnd put 
\n a collected form the mot^ 
prHiidial liarrai];j!Eics made l-trcreai on 
the oecststou oi biddiuff farewell to 
distiiiguislicd guests. We cottid then 
obtain many a sididiglit on the aedrms 
of IfOvcniorsmid other?.,whose ndmttibs> 
iratiou or ivrcer had Ciutie luidei the 
’SeaLrehliglil nl critical fonnudists of tlie 
type i>{ a Bnist, a Counou. -i Mackan and 
a Kuight. 

The Old **^Bftniljfty Club.” 

In the Port itself there was that 
historical Cltih founded by the mtouhers 
'of the ludkii Navy as far Ijuch as 
1845. As suited tlic^ru an<l their prniid 
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vessels it was within stone's throw of the 
dock and tlie harbour. It was situated 
in Rampart Row, wcst» which has some' 
times been called Ropewalk. It was 
located in the premises w'liich had been 
afterwards occupied for years by the 
P, ik O. Company. This Club of course 
was confined to members of the Indian 
and Royal Navy. It, too, had its own 
rich naval traditions which seem to have 
been lost in oblivion, but one could wish 
that they were ransacked and collected 
in a readable form as they would consti¬ 
tute a distinctive and remarkable chap¬ 
ter in the making of Bombay for a cen- 
tUIy^ In the fifties of the nmctcenth 
century the “ Bombay Chib " as it was 
called, was a flourishing institution: 
and though stranger.^ were confined to 
the tea-room, the one proud trophy the 
Chib possessed was to be seen there. 
It wa.‘> a bell which one of the warships 
of the Indian Navy had brought as a 
prize frotn the First Burmese War which 



was iiKistly » naval affair. The bull 
k still in distance, having btK^n taken 
^yyy as i Valuable historical asset ftmii 
the old Club by its successor. The 
present Bombay Ouh b in no sense a 
naval duh- It is open to all Euroijean 
merchants. si>edally bankers, traders, 
mercantile ajssistaiits and brokers. But 
the glorj' whicli the Indian Navy shed 
on its own original institution b gone. 

The Old Ue*House, 

Cotmng to minor public edifices it 
may be worth while mentioning the 
old* iee-ltmisc for many years past in 
disuse for the purjiose originally built 
and now lev'dlcd tv the 
Long before 1845 it was reaSed that 
Cor the comforts of the citir.cns and for 
use in certain kinds of sickness, ice was 
an invaluahle article. Indeed it was 
fdt to be a first necessity in a tr«incal 
climate like Bombay with its mmual 
holocaust of levers. At last in 1845 
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miUtscrJiJticBiii wert- raised far tlie 
purpose nf importijifc ice fri^m America 
and storing^ it for use all tlirru^h tlie 
stuottit-r in a ^iittable boufc sj^ccialiy 
cciDstTHcted* li is edated tliai the ver?* 
first t«» itttrutlecc ice was the firm <if 
Mfcfiars jehangir JT. Wadia and Co.. 
as far back as 1^35, From iJjat time 
forwarrl it was- ^temimstrated practically 
that ice <!oiilU !>c imported and cicti 
comrocrcia}!)-. But b thostirom. 
parativdy sluepy times, with no steam 
cfmuimiiicatioii. aa ihlard tdegra^itj 
^*stciii, let ahmc sea cables, with sail¬ 
ing vessels taking at least a hjiiidred 
days on a voyage oat frcjji ^^cmthaniptoi]. 
and with the cempaiativdy slow pace 
of commercial ventures ard enterprises. 
it took anoUter ten yearn to bring 
to a practical bead the ccnstriiction of 
the ice-house and the importatUm ot 
from the i:mttd States. At a cost 
o Rs. to.otio, publicly subscribed, the 
t jng of the house was taken in hand 


rtlT plfit of sjTOand wlwirt It 

c!lkh 1 till late a strodiaifie so htiilt 
io prevent cv^ponittan ii.^ tniiijh as 
|ur^s*hTc, and at tlie top 

tt cirailiii mm stniremte. it tvos ^ ctirio- 
aity In diiys and worth in#ipoctinn 
till Undluiiiiy left it alone and in (lie 
rifties iind siKtiea it wns only frequent- 
td l>y lilt tiuplogrttl to wmc- 

limiae tint ics and by Uie uumnifenifiitL 
\[e£si&: Titdor and CiTmpany wert tbn 
consignor in Amt-rk^iii, and eveiy yc:tr 
two or more coindgnmcnts used ii> arrive 
r«;tiJnrlY The very fiitit to introdneo 
ko and ice cwnfectirmcrj' at festive ini'* 
iertaitimcnt-s \vits the llm Sir | amseticei 
Jetjeebhoy. The ice was sold to llic 
pabtic at the fixtd rate of 4 annas jjer 
■{jonml It was a comparative luxun- 
lor tlie w'ell-to-do ii> tiiose daySr not 
an absolute necessity as has been tin* . 
case since Uic seventies- In ri>57 there 
was a rcpulat famine of ice m Bombay 
to which the well-to-do had got accus- 
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tfttued dear fieiglil, dtar coat 

of landing and otlier matters tnado it 
prohibitoi>' to iroijort. There was a 
hoe^and co’ and ev en a rq>Teentatioti 
to Government to facilitate the importa- 
tion. By i$0o Uie sujjjity was fairlv 
regular, tliere being a l^ei and larger 
consumpUon hy people of modeiate 
means, at die rate of 3 annas per pound- 
During the share apeciilauon of 1864-65 
ice became quite ati ordinary article 
<»f comsumptiim cvew by 0;e poor. An* 
other fiopularity in ice-selling was 
acljjfrvctl by acessrs. Tudor and Com- 
paiiy, by bringing a number of casks of 
iuscimw American applet along with the 
ice. The fruit came in a tolembly fair 
conrlition after a four months* vwqgt. 
about 30 to j5 per cent, in each tW 
being found uneatable. Tlierc was al- 
s tt regular run for tills rclreahing 
-^erican fruit. And no stjoner was it 
advertwed than it was sold. The supply 
lie ejtiiausted within a week and 


the price being Rs, 2 per dozen for 
wliat would be called the *'matidttrin 
apple and Re. t*b-oand 12 annas for llie 
smaller varieties. But with the manii- 
facture of h»cal >c« and the discontinw* 
auce of U%dor s sliips in tlte latter end 
«t tlie seventies, Bombay market was 
closed to the importation of the fttiit, 
S’o one has since tasted such applet, 
though other viirietits> are procurriblc 
at diiterent seasons ot the year. \\ ith 
the constnictioii of local i«* factories 
the imported sujspb' ecased. But it 
is a fact wiuthy of record and not gene* 
rally known tlmt it was as far hade 
1663 tliat Messrs. l,Tike Thomas and Com¬ 
pany agents of the l\ and O. Company. 
at Aden, started an ice factory thcic 
in coniunction with their own machines 
h)T condensing salt into sweet fteth 
water. How strange tltal it was nift 
until some twenty years later that pro- 
^{reisivc Bombay built its first ice factofry 1 
Jitwcvei'. it sometimes happens in the 
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of cUitis ilmt. in resr*ect5. 
Utcist considered backirard Ijove some¬ 
thing to boast of as sui^jaussiiiR the most 
Jorward. the most ent<iq>risitig and pro- 
greaave. Bfut the icc Loose had dav 
Tn Bombay. It. old phc^.^ neia to St 
-bidren‘’s Kirk in Uie Fort, the 

IJock. was txim'crted into an oidhiarv' 
commercial tt•ur^o„s^. till {^, 

the ground later. As tmr Indian, 
land and houses have their (nvn destiny. 
At one tune lln^- arc in the great¬ 
est [|uest and another time rhc}- lie m 
the greatest iihstcimly or go to rack and 
rain. Look at the magnificent archi¬ 
tectural rctnains ot the Moguls. \Vliat 
falt^ gfcamcES may he read there t 
Veritably there is a scrninh iu stimes 
which nfteJi tclis most elo#jufentt5* by 
(hdi Eileiice the vicissitmlte ot jjruid- 
paJitics. kingdoms and em[>(rES mtd 
their greatueM. dcclhie and fall I 
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The Col aba flbservalory. 

iVnwther lainor of jUiWw 

utililv niay T>c nitiitioncti liow In 
llic fifties the Colalm ni>servatorj‘ was 
at least it f|Liarter of a eenhiry old, 
aotl thoiigh the niiiiliancws tmtl the 
aplKiratnsBS wliich were to be seen tlicrt 
then ate either alt cast away or ijartiaJly 
in use while n:placetl by the tnost exact, 
die most sensitive, anti the most skilfidy 
constructed instruments which the nuh 
dem science ot astrcinomj' ami the ranh 
anti file of the great astmuoineis of Uie 
worUl Imve invented, it Servcfl very 
wiM the pntpi->se fo» which it was Imilt. 
'rtiey it is really built on land re* 
claimcfl Ironi the sea. Tt sei->arates. 
tite harbour fit>in the Thick Say. Ihc 
Honourable the I*ast India 
dercti homage to astrou'iuiicalscicjiccbj 
this erection of the Colaba Obser^Titory. 
Tt aided science and it assistCfl conwuerct*. 
Foe there was the lifihtliouse whldi 


seri al as a beacon co llic stu«l3- marineiB 
com^ |;i> Ekmibjy- from aU quarts 
f the Klobe. Wredss wem ccmmoa 
in Uic first eighty years of tlie nineteenth 
«ptiiJ3' ajitl tlie Admiralty records 
inight faithfully fitn^ish the casualties 
of the wrecks of vessels apiitoachiiig 
the horhoiir. stmctiire was built 
m i8?b and the first afitronomer in 
charge uf it was Mr. Cuiweii. Bm as 
the fates xvould Have it. the origin'ol 
inatnuiients unjrarted were recorded to 
be full of (laws and ccfulil not ivork. In 
1835^ OrJebar, xvho was a Professor 
of ifaUiemadcs and Kaltira] Philosoplrr 
m Elphinstone Coil^e. xvas api>aintcd 
Mtronomcr in succession to Hr 
Cunv-en. Old Elphinstonlms who learned 
tiejr mUtemntics and phy^j .^dence 
iradet him speak highly of his attain- 

^tilvd **'■ and 

flit fftn it l»CTicKl of my vonth* 

y ax «.ttch as the snmtnf local dtiiais 
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as well nw vjdtoTS from oulsitie. Qf 
course, tiujisfc wlio have lieen iii clunse 
ot it since tlie fifties bavc all done 
their wort imd kei>i themselves up to 
date as far us lastniiiients of obscrvU' 
tion are coticertietL Arid it ntay 1>e 
truly said that no observatories m Iiidin^ 
is uiamtained in a hi&hftr state of 
cflieiency and most miKiem eijuipsuents i| 
tlian tliose of Bcaiibay and^^Iadt'^ 

Mr. I’Ggson and liis dnt^htcr'iwre fbr ^ 
lonp assodntcd t<.)j{etbcr in the Obacn'a- 
t«ry at Madras and have left an excellent 
astronomical rciJUtavion behind tliun. 

Tfi liombay Mr. Cliambci-s, after the 
distinguished in/Biiist. wiis for many 
years a nrofideiit star gaxer and Ms 
successor, Dr. N. A. Mws, the first 
Indian apiKiinted as Sujieriutcndcnt of 
the Colaha Observatory, was nut a whit 
behind during his tenure of office in 
nmintaining the first dnss retmMtion 
tins useful institution has enjoyetf for 
well nigh a century* 
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<-HAF«at XXH.—FUBIJC KDIPICES. 
NO ARCHITKCTUkAL BEAUT V' 
ABOUT THEM. 

A STRANGEH visiUt^ Rcttiibay will 
be irrf?iistib)y struck by the total 
ahseiTO of any ktiiiT of notoble architect 
ture hi tlic places of leliginLia worship of 
the principal coaunitnitics.' Tlieit; is not 
ijnii sildi cdiJice wliidi can satisfy die 
artiiJtic eye, tliciiith to-day we imvc 
ot:er ffrtir httntired Hhiflu temples, stirines 
and fanes, dedicated to diverse Jiotls and 
goddesses of the Hindu jjantJieon. Nei¬ 
ther is there a Hingle edifice of religions 
woraliip beTongiug to o»r great Mshome- 
dan coramtinity on whidi the stranger, 
with Uie love of the beatilifirl. can feast 
hb ip’tis to Strifeii with iB arcJntectural 
merits. Among the leading fuc temples 
of the Pamis there is no structure which 
«c can point out and Nty " Behold and 


^nidnure^ *' Save (hi? Cathcdia] with fte 
cmnpttrntive 3nt)«juity, there u; none 
even among ttie otd churches anrl duipcis 
bdoi^iiig to the l'ort2j|iEiese Roman 
Chllwlit^ which emt boast ol any architw" 
tiire. As we have already ubservied e\’eii 
tile Cathedral had an of itselfv 

liaving bttidnieil iiitjo the grey* cdihcc 
which was so proiiiiiieiit in the fifties in 
the tnidst of the almo^ total absence 
of any building, «ve the Town Hall, 
with its rudimentaiy' aKhitectnie. 
Hvcti to-day*, after the (Wetnment 
led the way in 1S64, and esjuicialty 
uftei 1870, to the construction of puldic 
cdilice^ ijossc^ng some arclutectural 
ttrcttinsions. noinbay cannot I>«>a5t t>f 
3 idngte edifict whidi could rejoice the 
heart of a Ruskiii or Tciiguson. The new 
struetuies—rdlgiuus. adncatinnal and 
others whidi have sjining into existaice 
after tlie sixties, are of no striking or 
original dusigii. Almost all i>iticlahii 
th^’ir x'OX'CTty so far. ^^'hat may be die 
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reason? It hnjjofeRible t.o say. It 
lies in die obvious fact tliat it was jip 
bodj''* biisrjiess to consult or engage 
ETirt^eaii architect? of fame and re¬ 
nown in the designing of the jnany 
stnictnrfts that Imve Wen erected from 
time to time during Uic entire period 
Si>edsil>- during the last half a ctntuiy* 
No doubt the Government lias emptoywi 
urchitcctuial mediocrity for die piiri^r.e 
lint we Lav^e had not the benefit of iW 
genius of such men as Wren or Gilbert 
Scott. Of Uie tatter we have his <niii 
solitary- specimen in the magnificent 
Chuverstty Buitdhigs and the oina- 
lucntal Kajabai Clock Tower, fittaclaul 
to them. It seems de|dorable that Ixith 
tn matters of sjuiitatioii and arcliitec- 
lure Itoinbay has Iicen exceedingly de- 
licieat No master niind in Sanitation 
uirptam to have been engage in (he 

up of the No womler it 

liaa b^ so lisphamrdly built as lo 
make it olmost boixfless to ndjuild it on 


the modeni aecti>t«l jnincri>lea of sani’ 
t^tion. Sft toff witli regard to archi- 
tectiirc. There hns been none known 
who cnuld have been said to lie saturat- 
wl with the spirit which has in^>iied so 
many who reared the soltsnn and stately 
reli^us and otlier edjdce? in tlie West, 
spcciatly tliose erected in iiiediafvai 
times which are the adniiration of on 
aesthetic world,* Perhaps m> religiim in 
this resfiect has so x'astly indheiiced 
jirchitechire as tliat of the Vaticon and. 
next to Umt. of the Mooi^ and Ssaracens. 
Tlic edifices scatteicd by the biter in 
the tt*ay ttf those gems of mosi|aes to 
be witness in Spain and Etiroyean 
Turkey and at Damascus a thousand 
years ago and more, are monuments of 
art and a tribute to the gcjiius of tlie 
buildeis. Their successyrs did some* 
tiling to revive tiie art in tiic grdden 
age of the Mic^hul in Northern and Ceii* 
tial India, down os far as Aurangabad 
where there is the tumiatuic Ta} hfaiml 


3*7 


to the ffleinurj- ^ ih^ deeghter 

-Umrtabml l,„asts of such Saracenic 

^tD™hoyiu,i,j , She” 

<«“ onjy a liMuiig ,ullage „„d 
'^>g otto importance. As .,c h,,', 
olicmvd ftefore. Uic aiy fe ;„ ,^ 

«» «petnrt. « paroeno, W ommni hoM 

ZZTJT\^ 

nes iiiid ti^nplcs la Koratem jiiwL 
^nth™ India. J&tlitim in ij,e j.’„rti, 
and Mndora m U,e ,Spa,i,. u-ith p„n- 
m tlm Bast ami Sonnmtl. in the wJ, • 

omuMlcnms, and Uo. 
tvhi^ the great descimiliints of Bai^r 
ot Ihilhi. a, Agra and other Jp 
tottra p acca. ivhid, ar^ still tlicalmi. 
^on .d stnmgcK Evidently in her 
solutions since the davs of the o™™., 

“ *■• 

»“'«!nth centimes, she has hanUy 
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known Iiosv to impKart to any of her 
Rltgiou^ cdiHt^ thut stately tlipiity, 
tluit tlhriao inspiiation, timt i^nbUtiie 
dtnnson which a hotux' dedicated to the 
Great Creator of tin: 

*riieTe i? none of the Lnspirathm 
which uuuitime colajtiea like that 
of ancient Grcei^ icvcared wherever 
planidl Indeed, the vct>* conceptkm 
of the beuntiful in art entertomsd 
aiul so crdoiatvefy corned into exttni' 
tion by the HcUtnic* race seems i« be 
woefully ab.'wnt. Uombay has been 
mtcnscly shopkecpitig, and. tltat b the 
reason why;' tlic fein|des. Uic nuis<i«e* 
and other places of worship tnsfiire 
neither reverence tior awe, let ,n1tine 
iieauty and joy.. In ibis respect tier 
evolution is next to ttuthing. and one 
yearns to sec a resil gctiitis rising in her 
midst wlio will imjtart the necessary 
impetus. 
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Church iu fhe Rftks. 

Meanw-liile a sun'oj- may Le taken 
Ilf the prmcipaJ jiLicc^ nf religious 
womiiiij in tiic iUtie:. The Cathedral, 
as stated,, had a miist humhle beginning. 
It grew to its prt^sent stature from the 
modest room witiiin the precincts of 
Bombay Castle wliich was christened 
the *' 1‘ort Cltaiiei, As to the Koman 
Catliolic Churches lialf-a-dozen of tliein 
had a respectable lineage, Tljeri: was 
one known by the name of Bsi>enmce* 
It is rdated that it had 1 >een built; in the 
sixteenth century' during the Portuguese 
ncctipatiou and stood on the very* site in 
Uic .Marine Lines tjsplanade where there 
stands a cross. AlUitary escigencics ctc“ 
iiianded its r«m«\’al and so it was flemo- 
lisiied, the aforesaid cross being allowed 
to stand to mark the i^iot where this 
medii^yaJ cimrch was originally crected, 
*nie tiovernuient liad to pay all tlie 
esptaises o! building a new one and the 
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site cliussn ’wfts in KafbatJevi whk*lt 
wij** then o|>en tti tlic se3< This was m 
lyfio. It W'as ciMisecrated ^is the Romon 
Catholic Catliedml- But as Bombay 
extciulti^ and eximnded, the Cathedral, 
ttturc (ijjcii to the sea. found itsell 
son^ounded by roads aitd what tb«f 
airistian wi>ulrl call htathen 
sn much so that clieek b>' 
hiv) silbstHiuenUy bttrtt 
tddnity a Hindu temple dt-dkat^^^ 
some dhnm 7^ and in charge of. a 
raja. Some thirty or forty years sfjo 
the iavttteji of the temple UJJerl tn ettwd 
it :tnd such was the deafening tmise 
of the pritnitive drums and pijtes. that 
the service iit the Cathedral w as often 
greatly disturbed. A ovii suit 
be filed for the purpose uf ubtaining 
a l>erpctual injunction wRainst the ba^ 
baric and deafening dm of tlie mus-c 
and of the clamours of the worship¬ 
pers, To a x-isitm to the catlie^l 
at least a hundred j'ears old in Agtary 
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i^treet in (walbaiJe\'t ma}* a|jp«ir strange 
ttifw it came to be planted there. UUt, 
(i±> just said, the bnlldeis of the day 
jMjrhaps never tlmngbt that cominer- 
chil and pciimluna Bombay would ^ 
grow as to make it altogether an unde' 
simbic place, according to the Caiho- 
lie notions of the principal place of Omrs 
worship. HapiJtly, a new and artistic 
cathedral has for some years past Ixscn 
built in 3 very eligible and lovely site 
in Wodehouse Road, with exceUent 
surrormdings, oitr well-known citi7.en. 
Mr, Chambers, being its architect. 
Another well-known church is that of N, 
5 . de Glorm at ^Eazagaon. Indeed Maaa* 
gatm alioimds In dnirdies and chapels 
of which this (me b the principal and 
the most t^opiiiar Worlee. Mahim and 
Bandora also almmid in these. Ttieie 
are the tnmaJ Catholic decorations 
aiid certain internal structure which 
are purely Catholic: but tlie outer 
frontage has very little of architectural 
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ment. R*qjerance Cntliedral was de¬ 
scribed aeoriy a hmtdrd years ago by a 
traveller as the tmest building in the 
island after the Town tlxUL Perhaps 
tlie Church of Obria was the next best. 
It was built by one Antonia Parana 
who was " Lord of the Manor oi Moza- 
gaun " in The church underwent 

reermstruction some forty years ago. 
There was ala* Uie Church of San 
Miguel and many others scattered from 
Mazagaon to Mahim, but they are of no 
uuportance from the arcliitectural point 
of view and have generally a satnene^ 
about them so peculiar to early Portu¬ 
guese Ch urches. TW‘o other old churches 
tnuy be simply mejitioned, the one 
at Cavel built in 17m mid the otlus 
known as Salvador built in 1596, that is 
at tlie very close of the reign of Queih 
Elizabetk Wliat a long tract of years 
to throw back to realise the 0€?cupa- 
tion ot Bombay by the one European 
nation which in the fiftettitb and 
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TOteenth centiirics boasted of tlidr 
^at mercantile navy and explored 
lands of Uie West and the Eo^t 
mcli« alike f I^y there is the chnrcli 
of M^el in ^£nh^m built in 1540. 


Hindu mill Parsf Temples. 

uu ttanides tlic one at 

Bhnlesbiv^ar « the earliest, and so, t<w 

*«ic at NaipaujiL But the writer 
not daim to ha.'e any intimate 
knowledge of thdr origin and hiatorv. 
Babulnath temple at ChoHimti is an^ 
other andent place of worship. It was 
built m 17S0, while the one at Bhulcsh- 
with its congerie nf smaller 
tenqjles, shrines and fanes, is said to 
be about 500 years old Thakoredwar 
was buat. in XS38 and die Jah, temple 
Pj'dhtwni and Kalbadevi are a 
c^fuy old But none of these tem- 
idw have any striking architectuml fea- 
^ about them. Neither have the 
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Parsi 6re tisniites, Uit: eoclt^t of W'hicfa 
wa«! bunt b\' the wctl*known Dadv 
Nii^scrwanji Dady of China trade fame 
and a gteat sh^tjwner. It vvus UiiU: 
in 17S3. The one known as Banaji-s 
or Pramji Cownsji’s was fitJEt erected 
in 1843. But we miL'it leave the Hiiictu 
and Paisi tire temples alotie as there 
is nothing historical about them worth 
public notice; neidiei is the big Junima 
Mus|id m Sheik Mwuon Street—a» 
imposiiig srtictote ot stucco and plaster 
built in tlje onhodoac Moslem ^ylc 
with its cupola sand minarets—in any 
way tmptessive or uiiconimon. It dates 
bom 1775* 
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Chatter XXin.^THr, COTTON 
GRHEN AND THK .VUKKETS. 

T HI'.RK Tcnuiais ono ^^ecniar or 
profant; liistoricaJ place yet to 
deficnhe. Tt is what was once known for 
wcD-nigh t,wi» ccntaries as the Gieen 
or Cotton (fieen. The '‘Gre^" of 
Fryer’s clays had by the cx^en- 
cics of llie mercantile Bombay under¬ 
gone a material rednctirin till wlial 
remained of it was die Mairfan, as 
already circimistantiany defcrihed, what 
it was in the fifties. Tn die same 
period the Green or Cotton Green was 
alt the siiace now enclosed hy the El- 
phinstone Circle. Tui before it was 
put If f r^mncrdal use and next allowed 
to be a desert waste later cm, it had 
sk bcfluty and landscape of its own 
so vividly described by Grose in 1750. 
Tlius over a hundred and sixty years 
a^^oitwas a smilmg'plot with al»€Anti- 
fttl garden pleasantly laid out and 


encirded by heaJth’'giving aiid sJuuiy 
trees, oiie of which a lamatind tree 
still stands, and with nice English housea. 
aliearly referred to. l>C5'fmd tlie Cirde. 
TJnt commerdaltsm as earfy as the 
opening of the nineteenth century had 
destroj^ed its beauty just as that ui 
Bycuda hy the industrial ism which h a s 
so ruthlessly invaclcd it since 1880. The 
trade in cotton just a centurv ago 
was being built up and as tlie cotton 
w atch oases were very near, next to 
the irpium godowns. built ruicter the 
direction of Mr. Hcnsliaw, the dealers 
who had had to press the docras for 
ahipnumi to Europe dumped the 
Green, de^oiliug its beauty* and in the 
bargain making tt an Q'esore with :U1 
sortJ< of cotton seed, cotton leaves, old 
rope and otlier "cutehra" In 1823 
the othcf^ and the residents ccrmplained 
of the nuisance and memorialised the 
Government to keep the Green tidy. 
In the fifties as 1 saw it while tlady 


327 




iiSiOrtiiig tv ihji greet) 'plot foi play 
and amitsemciit, 1 found it cutdrely 
f(« from the nirti^iice. but 'J usod 
to set scattered a good (leal of opitun 
d«M on the south side, jiist about 
tiic canopieil stattie of l^ord Com- 
w^>lbs. which was well railed in and 
fret fitmi any sacrilege, so bn ^y, 
id the vicinity^ But there was u» he 
se!si clunng the Etason daily llie navgu- 
»iVs or big burb coolies, active at woik 
i|ra(l£iiig up the cotton docras tcf Uie 
I'nris. sitigtDg exactly as tlie laUmrers 
nuuriiig stones* to the foi. of new buUd- 
higa uudcf coRStructkin sing even so to 
Lliu> d*i>*, This old screw, which, was 
known as the A|m11u P^les^, is iwrw the 
Govenuuent of Bomliuy Central PHiiting 
(>lhcc. The Green of tltc was rculh' 
a place of rucreatiun for the youtig, 
just as ElpliJistone Circle gaidens are 
a( present. And the regimental baud 
iw tile band of dnuna and 61 es used to 
pitiy every evening alld' eun^pet gouig 


lip and down fninj tfit comer of Keitm's. 
U'liiclr was iilte or%t«ial VGIitary Staff 
Buildmg to the Mmtb end of wliat was 
oH long tilt itijdicai Store. Office, at 
tfie ^ comer of Hiimam Street where 
woB Jrxated the office of the Tmm 

of the flay. Tlie Cireen remained till tS&j 
O f r^fit when the plot was cleared and 
purcUasai by the Himicifialiity. After- 
wards. im^r the project of Sfr. Charles 
orjett. £hi‘ Police Commisahmer. !ht 

plots wurt to _ 

po^ o( erecting the fir.* grcmp of t^Hv 
flrv itectural Bffit.'v boildiiuja m the form 
‘a crescem, whir a garden ip the oenire. 

the cordial ^M{,pert lim 
of Lord Etphinstotmand then of Sir Baitte 
i^rerediirhig whose hriiliant ndmimstn- 
tio>i.ta-asointi.ieted Tlmt wasthrea-igin ' 
Of what 15 iiiJvv faKmTi us tJte ICJphmstieic 
Uncle, once an aristooratic place htit 
shorn of all ihi glory 

^d.^e buddings reai^ thdr hearts in 
omby Road and entirely eclipsed it 
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Crawford Harkot 


Among minor in 5 titiitH>ns a rcftr- 
oicc needs to be nmde to tlie public 
mnrlcct^ of which Bombay boasted sixty 
years ago. It in on alusolute fart to 
aver ihat there wa 5 no such thmg 
as an iip-to*tlfltc market in the seen® 
we take it to-day. No one had any 
Ctmce|>tii>n of such a stmturea tiJI the 
dose of tJte sixties when the versatile Mr, 
Arthm Crawford conceived and carried 
out the idea he had entertained of a 
central market which wiruld 1^ the pride 
»if the growing and profijjeiofls city of 
Bombay and its Municii>aUt>'. It was 
only when tlie great market t>eanne 
.bis name was completed and ready 
for occupation, that the masses at large 
realised in a concrete form the idea 
ot such a place of daily public utility. 
HrsTr^uirceftil talent alone gave body 
and form^ to^tfae conception of a niarkrt 
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ix? kntKvn in the more civilised and 
prog^resaive dties of the West, The con- 
ception was hia. and so. too. the desigji. 
and he sj^ent mrwiev like water to rear 
on edifice wortln' of tite dty. It vKWf 
estimated to cost between four and six 
lakhs, hut actually cost evleven lakhs and 
more.—an esjienditure txHisideted at the 
time as a I’tcce of unpatallelec! munic^itil 
extravagance, which could not be eon- 
dtmed and which wrmiglit eventiiallv 
the downfall of the first ledile. who most 
still he recognised the facUi imna^ps. of 
all Commisabners who have hdd the 
rema of the Minitc»i.iaJity: But the 
cactravagant oewt is altogether another 
story. K has lojig long since been 
acknowledged that xVrthur Crawford wnn 
as bold in his conception erf the market as 
he was far-sighted in Jihs vision as to tlw 
future requirements of the ciu-. The 
vision w'fis that of a practical statesman. 
But one has tmly to recall the wmdi* 
tion of what by the merest apology 
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were called niarJ^cEs tn tLe fiftks, 
Ptacticaltj' tlie markets, pnblicv ^tni^ 
jxlblic ar prii'ate whicJi existed the 
course scattered aU over the ihen 
town, were dthet ahautJcsor coTqseiii® of 
memi Jtwiy huts or slreds. exceedingly 
insult tiary. ;tiitJ even'* way uit worthy 
of HomUay. To visittita comii^ to tli^e 
dt>- (or the tiiBt time iuifl vica tijg 
other public edifice*!, such as were tJten 
to lx* witnessed, it was a matter of 
.Hilftiibihment that we had not a aiugle 
place where a lady or gejitlejuan could 
ittffort to with cojuioit anrl otutvenience 
for the |»ur|)rf^ uf miikiiig purcfiascs 
td (iaily food* J^«ciiilly tneut. ST^etahles 
and fruit. All the apologies which 
went by the ap|iellation of marketj^" 
were of m extremely primitive kind and 
miftht have serv'eri the needs of the 
pojiulatkin of the fifteenth mid wx- 
teetiUi centuries but not that of the 
nineteenth. The only market; aiiiwooch- 
ing It* the rudutumtary conoqstiou of a 
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rivet of the mid-Victoriaji age wa^i 
tile (me m the Fort whidt wiTf f>e 
jirt^sentJy described. 

The Earliest Record. ^ 

The earliest recorti, iiowevei^ iif iV - ^ 
market in Fort was that of iT/e 
•‘DC erected bi 1696, tJie exact ideotity - 
of its locaU bciiig unknown. It. 
allowed to lie used free of any cJiarge. 
Some sevciitj-.ftve >^rs later two more 
respectable sJieds were built where lUMit ' 
'^"aLs %'endwl, as also fruits und 'vcgetaliJcs, 

It wasaGoverruuientinsritutkia A entti- 
faker under tbe high^wun ding apj) citation 
of constalde «'as appointed, lie Iveing ai* 
lowed just four annas of the Hom»uraI,le 
East India Company's current coin 
for his trouble per dien J A little 
later, soincwjiefe tn the town a private 
market, known as Mahomed, was 
said to l*e in existence serving some¬ 
what the needs of the population there. 
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It was between tftofj and 1S19 tliat 
thttt great Oovemor, JoimthaJi Dunam, 
caused to be built a inarket in the 
lM>rt which w'as deemed tolerably 
decent. Its locality’ was lann^n as the 
( k)vcrtiiir'5 old hoise stable- The reader 
f'an form his own conccptioit of tliis 
market -when a condenuied horse stalile 
wa.s a>nvcrted into it Well, it was. 
however, something Iretter than the 
fdmnttes of a more undent periorL It 
was to this sublime height that Jona- 
tiiaii Duncan's Goveniment could swit 
a hundred, years ago to provide an old 
stable for the purposes of a market 
to meet the needs of the important 
population of the Fort, including die 
Governor and his stall* the King’s 
judges, the Admiral and his suite 
and so on! The original Erskme 
Road market was built in 1S37 and 
they were wise enough to app<iint a Clerk 
of the Markets. Squatters were not 
allowed. 
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private Markets, 


Then there were some markets m 
Abdwl ReJunan arid adjoming skreets. 
Tlie one b the former may xierhaits he 
traced to the street still going hy the 
name of Bhajipalathat is vege¬ 
tables. Private markets b Dhobi Talao 
and. elsewhere were also to be noticed- 
The ** aieera Baaar " still holds fast to 
its original locality in OirgaUm Road, 
In Null J3a/.ar, too, a private market 
was seen. Besides there were smalt 
private shops lieie and there ta the 
town which served the needs of the 
poorest. In 184/ an enclosuTe was 
built next to the cast ramparts just 
about the place where the tram line® 
pass by the Fort Wahajanwady in Mint 
Road Tliat was purelv- for Hmdus 
who were vegctaiiana' There was a 
slaughter house at Bori Bunder and 
another a little fnrtiier rm, the sites 
of which are ruudentifiable. Practicaliy, 
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then, m the hftte. die a»h’ "reispect- 
able " market lor meat, vcgetsthlv^ 
Sowers, etc,, the one situatoil 
a few hundred >TirtJ& from the Mint. 
Ite exact localrtj’ naay tie fixed on tlie 
Mint Road, where the tmm linis pass 
In* (ust near ^ir alxmi the preseiit 
t'ort Market. It was aprfiroaclied fitsni 
the west by two lanes calletl the Agittr> 
ajuJ " Honila Drngee.’' IwUi hi tJ-A- 
(> 1<1 Street, It was atso aiiproacl*-' 
td from the north e«mer of the Town 
BaxTDcks, Perliaps, if we say tliat it 
was alKiUt a few* y^ards in a southeriy 
dircctiioi tipjKisite the " Satij Varta¬ 
nian I'ress,” it would bettei* recall the 
locality to the daiiaens of the fifties 
in the Fort. It ivas an enclosed iqiace 
with three double sheds. As you eutcretl 
the gate from the north you saw the 
fislierw’omen vending a variety of 
fishes for which Bombay still bears 
a g<K<l rviuitation. The badr shed was 
located forJ^tlieJiirtj'^dreased butdicrs. 


of coiim*. all Haliwnictktis Wicli 
a tvalkliig space ol atwilt ic fceu 
lietvvecn tliere w'as the- fjcrond shed de- 
dtcftted to the vendotv «f all sorts ol 
vegetables on one side and drj' condi¬ 
ments. like chilltes, coiions. and so fortli 
on the other. The third ^ed was 
generally eh^ter and more sanitary, 
seeing that flower and fniit vendors were 
all accommodated there and there 
was a spedal sjmee allotterl to the 
" muigiwahas ” or vendors in fowls and 
ducks. 


The Fun of the Market 

Tlie fun of the market was to l>e 
seen when it was most crowded, say, 
tween 8 and lo in the morning. The 
evening purchasers were few'er. The 
market was closed on its soutli tn tlie 
direction of tlie aiint, the huundflij' 
of which fstended far into what is now 
the Frere Road sldrthig tlie southern 
extremity of the barmcks which aie now 
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nuted off, IJcyCTjd it wns a cw/ 
sae. Olid thvri? wa* «o thnytiglT iwissagt 
at tile C3id ot what ia cilt^d Uie l^a^rack 

Is egre^ ojid tn- 
%tvss nciw» A lH«f iiuukii in a northerly 
direction, iidjoiEiii^ the Ivoit Market, 
served those who mdulgcfl iai that 
fltsdi. The inar{u;t liilly sui^ilkHl the 
iieedf of tltc Ihirt and Cotnba and was 
Iwkl of sudicieiit inijioriimce in die 
fifties lo }u;ii'\>mitiodatc & ut|jertittcsiu.l(!)il 
till a niodirftt talnry. It was tus ditty 
negnlarly to insiieet the maikcts datty 
early in the nioraing and in the aitcr- 
noon, to sec ilial the stalls, ^i^olly 
the ineaf and ftsii imes. were pioiierly 
wastied and cleaned mid kept ^'sanitary "* 
as the word was cimocK^ed siicty 
years ngti in Biunhay, I'trbitiis. save 
this tnaikei, the rest, dthei semi^ub- 
lic or private, were dirty and liaidJy 
deservt:d liie name. To-day they would 
l)c oin«l " disgraceful ** in the most 
emphatic sense. It was to wipe off 
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thut disgtact! that Ajrtlim Cra^x’foid, 
with Ills Ctt^omary farsiglitcducssi. ccm» 
ceived tiu' iri«i a iiiarkcr, 

of an u^j-ta-datc cliaiai;l;«r^ imti 
ticndy coniitntcU»<I, anrl evcntunUy 
niat«nalhM^ it into Uw structure wJiidi 
luu) inren so long associated witli hia 
najne. It was lie agiiiit wln^ wijieil off 
another disgraec " froui tlie town, the 
bloody, recking, atinking. abonnnable 
alnughtcT'htiuscs at Ihiri Bunder, the 
very sight of wiiidi used to given idiock. 
They were a standing rejjrvuch lo grow¬ 
ing Boml^y and the pnraent geniratiiin 
slionltl he grateful to iluu first Alnni- 
cipal CommiesioncT for linving, after 
lti.su;)erab)e cfroits. made the final 
arrangement, changing the localtty of the 
slaughter-hoascs tn Bondora in tShb-; 
and erecting houses of a diameter 
whicJi iverc neither insanitari' nor an 
eyesore. Btil l«iw many arc indeed the 
handiwork of Mr. Artlmr Crawford for 
which Bombay is exceedingly gmtefid. to 
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him. Indeed h con never be forgotten 
that lie was the ioimder of the new 
Botuliiiy which sprang into existence 
alter Ute sixties with Its many wide 
roads, new tlnoronghfares and other 
inipnrvemaits whida are our admiration 
even to-day. The wisdom and choice of 
Sir Hartle Prerc were ampfy jiistifie<t 



Chaftek X3a\’—THItATRES. AC¬ 
TORS. AMATJiUR -VND PROEES- 
SIOK^U,. 

Tl’ Urbs Frimufi ui liidis, irv'iii tu-dny 
^ after a c«iiciir>' of BritisL civiUau 
is woefttllj" detident m litera- 
tare;, art and music, the reailer may 
well imagine the eimmeriiiii contU^ 
tion which presented itself in this 
respect half-a-centmy* ago. There may 
have lieat here and there genuine de%’o> 
tecs of the Aluses and tin* Graces : but 
whatever their own mdividuai accom¬ 
plishments, their influence, jointly or 
severally, on the monej'-making deni gens 
was next to nothing. Amateurs may 
have at rare intervals improvised a kind 
of stage where the spirit of tha British 
drama was faintly sought to lie rehect- 
ed. But it was only for the time. 
Henv may it be possible to conceive of 


»4l 


any tiling a^ipTuadiing a ^Ieady und 
Ti’i'itlar ciiltivnliffi «jf the drama to Uic 
henightcd llombay of the Jiftles, when 
one .siglis to the ycnr tiJ grace i^tri for 
even u fnngle liientrc where one may 
a conyilt* houia to the toteilcc^ 
iiiat recieutimia id u really giKnl 
by ctinsummuLC and f^iraetisi.'d aetuis 
rrt fair renown. Vou gigh to euin 
for nidi niitoy^and ^tldt actorA. Ihiniliay 
tif>l only a beggar in tlie Jramatic 
art, but a toinlcTU]it to main tain even 
s really good dim[jaxi>' for fmtr 

weeks. They are ah a brotlierhood of 
wap-kceperB, ghuified tii debased. Till 
recently wc bad mere ajiuliigics for 
tlieatres by wuy of huge in-constnict* 
cd slicds of corrugated tom and glaring 
painT.» with eiirtatos and dropsecnes 
as execrable as tiic outside of tlic ugly 
Btructurca. .Again, tliese were more 
or conceuitateit to Onint nr Falk* 
Lmd Koad, omidsl snnoundingf# wMch 
had better r^am nndcscrilH.'d. The 
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first renlfv good then!re wiLli onyUiing 
akrn to rt fii-iis® of dramrt was 

Imtlt by an cntliuiaAstic junati*ttt Jusl 
thirty-fivie^'caTS ngo. in tui digiblo piace 
ai tltt ofirnef of W^tudby 

Roa>:!, tliniiks <luctty to tUo oicoura^- 
mcfit of Sir Richard Tcmyjte wlio wus: 
tlien rrovenior ^>f HomlKiy. Tlu; Gafety 
was the first theatre of any civilfeed' 
pretensicKnF. Utojor Oo^s’j^er, tlie rent (*ar 
trepKneur, was aid:ive iit hriitgiitg out 
a company wlio on llic whole did 
well aitd pnt; on the boards niaiiy plays. 
,t)f tin? tune yroitular in England;. Bc' 
twcQii am] cheie Was a 

till the opimiiig of tJie twentieth centtuy 
witnessed, rising in <mr midst fai Ritve- 
iin Street, tlie Excelsior) a nailly good 
theatre with some arcJiitcctnral prctcii* 
stoais «iul an audltorhuii W'ith some 
antenrtics, 'flje sister building nest 
diKV. in tiie Hornby Roiul, b the Empire, 
but it is not so lovely as U»e Exeubior. 
The Royal Ojictn House on Hughes 


Road 15 a fine theatre but its (Iihus are 
hardly optiu for more thau four months 
in the year. Thus, though we have three 
fairl}'' good theatres in eligible localities, 
amtral, comfortable and every way con- 
venient to pass a couple ol hours at the 
end of a weary busy day, it must W 
observed Uiai there has not yet arrived 
any dramatic company over which a 
critical audience, oppredatlng true 
drama, can go into raptmea It is to 
be presumed Bombay may have to 
wait till perhaps the Greek iialendB. It 
must, however, be stated here that the 
ori^iiial Bandmann Cbii]]>a^ and. later, 
ftlis. Brown Porter, gave exceUent 
Sliaks|>eriai) performances. 

Egyptian Darkness in the tifties, 

Bui mt^nwhile it b meet to refer 
to the Bgyptiau darkness of tht: dfti^ 
and relate what wrere the places ot 
amenities tlicn. Our aneiciil chronidem 
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of Bomfiay oi tlie time rdatc tJjat 
Uierc was a tlieatre in ihc Fort, nw 
the old Bombay GxtHai, built tnr public • 
subscriptions as far back as 1770. What 
a vistis of time over 'which to stretch our 
imaginatton in order to get a coiioep- 
ritvn of it 1 Wliat did it look like inter- 
nally and externally, the dironiclers 
do not relate- All tliat is kito'^vn is 
that tlie buildhig w'as vested in trustees, 
BtJt tlmt it stood even till jfiiS. albeit 
in a dilapidated cemdition, Ls sufficjent 
testimony of its ivortli. it was the 
only play-house of tlje period and in all 
lirobahility sensed its puqjo&e* Half- 
a-c^ntuiy of struggling lile is enmigli. 
The ttimblc'dou'ii premises were repair¬ 
ed in rSig, tor which a fund of 
Ks. 17,000 was raised. But the eHiJenees, 
of erection e\-cjitualty momiteil to 
Rs. J5,000.—a considerab te sum in those 
days when " caaliwas scarce and the 
old Cmnpany in I.eadmUaJI Street 
used to lament the great drain of silver. 
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Kvideiitly the piirchasjn® power of the 
ntpee wafi frreat as the metcliants of 
the day always thought of Uteit rupee 
being worth ii to ^ sIiilTIiigs I T^xchmige 
was. of coiiT«e> comsitlttfed a jolly 
good one. The gifcat private bankers. 
Mcffira. I’orbca imd Company, witfi 
diaries Forh« at U'c head, were 
OHitrilmtoTS to a great jKwtioii of tho^ 
33,000 nipees, wha'h amount was^ of 
coiiisc, guaranteed by llie Oovcmmmt 
It is to be presumed that those State 
bankets who advanwl equally for 
tlieatri^s as for wars with the piratical 
MarathflS and others must have taken 
p^ficious cate that the silver corns were 
all reaiiod in good and sound money* 
and not m the debased citritmcy which 
till late was c<imi>ute<l at 16 iHiiicc f 

Tlicn comes a period of lulh •>£ in 
the interval the plaj'hoiisc hail come to 
grief* and a debt luul l»e«i iiicuned 
which had eventually to be d^rayed 
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by the guttnm'.ow. the ildScit heia^ 
Rs- Aiwther wtll-fcniawn theatre 

ill the wirl>" iieriod of the niiu-teentti 
cent ury kvqs Uie Artillery theatre situatftl; 
iiv diithnt ^fatitnga where ttjgh dra¬ 
matic jinks d were held amidsl all th* 
sahitrbnii ijictiireaqucness of Hurt syfh, 
JMJW ttiaile so ludecms hy indnstidaUsni 
on the one hand anil Uie operatiiras of 
tilt precious Bombay Ijujiravchteut 
I'ritst on the other, chiefly, in 
erceting glorified diawls to here, there 
and e^^eiywlrcre. It is recorded 
tjurt in )8w all Bomhny Sorieev, 
mcJiiding the Unvenirir, thereto 

witness a performance called "Mia 
in her T^s anrl tht Padlock." Even 
snjjjuirs and tialls vi'cie given iu a large 
house, in the vicinity of the 
which was afterwards bought bj’ the 
hite blrXtindiaw M. Petit 


The Old Play Houise in Grant Road. 


Tile yrtsu T&4a was libiofical in tlie 
annaJsoi Uombay dianta and juelodmma. 
Tile great ^unkersett,. or to call iiim by 
his full name, JagomiaUi Simkersett, 
whose stately Maratha eftjgy in marble 
graces liie north-costeni vestibule of the 
Town liall, oJTercil a piifce of Ids own land 
ia Grant Road on which to build a new 
theatre house worthy of the early Vieto- 
fian age. But the offer Tct|nired all the 
solemnity and. formality of public meet- 
ir^ for consideration and acceptance. 
Ye gods, what a mighty cilon it must 
have Ix^n to ensconce the*drainatic Muse 
hi the thcfi suburb of Grant Road mostly 
dedicated to the sdon-s of the rich 
faitiilies of Sir Rrjger de I'tuia, a friend 
of Sir Jamsetji Jijibho>', and the ITe 
Gas—Portuguese families, alas, blotted 
out by the aftermath of 1865-66, But 
the meeting disappmved of the origi¬ 
nal locality ! It seems, however, that 
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Jagannatli SunJccTsect evoiitiiaJly' diil 
build a theatre lt6use on auotficr locajtty 
m (Irant Road, wliidi bare the name itf 
Grant Road Tiwatnj, and 

ejiiiiientty 

served the purijose till tlie mushrooin 
comipited shed theatres sprang up after 
1S70 in another part of the touTi to onuuie 
and entertnifi the low classes ot the 
jioputatiori surrounding tliem and to 
become lirst rate places of advertlse- 
nnyjt ” for the duskj’^ viiJgtir V^nu&e$ 
abounding in the vicinity. But as tiie 
Fates would have it Grant Road 1 ‘heatrc, 
after a pnjspertjus existence of welt-nigh 
fifty years becanu; converted iuto a 
bakerj-, the owner being one Mr, 
Freeborn, a retired superintendent of the 
fjco'ernmeiit Savings Bald:! But during 
its nio.st flourishing jjciiod. say front 1863 
to fSflo, it gave ho^itality to a large 
number of its “ pa>*mg guests " including 
a lirst rate Italian Opera Company during 
Gu.*se balcx'on days when gold and sib'er 
flew in every man's lap like so many 
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ittHcliuibk Tb« mimpittiy tciw iin|iort«l 
by tt first cla# tyndirate iif Ibiiojafana 
eoTtnokju«tin» ^ ilfi n^n^ 4i]d nuisir^ 
PtYifcssor Sinclatt. of the LUphinstnne 
College,, «me of tbe nieiiiltersv But 
the company was not to the taste 
o) tite pttritoii tilerateur and Frofc$5i»r 
of hfatena &(cdicfl«—Sir tkbtKe Rirtl- 
wood. He coiidciTincd tfie troaijo 
twng composed of txHes who ^verc 
fat and forty/' 

Bsve Carsnn. 

But it was iliat humounrl., Dave 
Carson, who really made the Grant 
Road Theatre famcmis among the play- 
gtring folk of Uomhay and W yeat^ tcr^ 
gethcr attmeted tlionsaiich; to tlie hoose 
with gratiheation to theau mid great 
jMxunwry l>siefil to himself, and Jiisvitf- 
aatile comjtany . Dave Catstm Jiimadf 
Wild a facetious actor, of ready wit and 
humtnir and knew bow to catch his 


350 



aaditmcf*. with hnaii tojiics ul 

iiilercft aiid nmiiy topical aflc 
was l»roteaii b umny xcs\>ccls, smft 
ucvcf miJTc hajipy tluui wiieii he dumed 
the parii (if the Parra inoahei of the 
period Rjid ittnde Iwvc to *' Kati Madani.'' 
Tile ti^'d to g»> bto Toari of 
ter ni both lus id wir juifi his: 

soiigs He was tt piftGfJ aelOir aod on tlie 
Ixxards til the (Uant Hoad theatre played 
many parts which tliiise who Jieard him 
wtiia even recall to-ihy with 1 lie greatest 
plcasnrep Bat the afch with whicli Ihive 
Carson's tmue will Tonig he tcmetnlnirGd 
h his caricamre uf the Bci^alet* Balxio 
in the famous scotg ol the same riiiitie. 
Kvcii tft^day ihc Indian hands kiiftwtii as 
iVtffi Khiftai play this time. The *' Ben¬ 
galee lliiliod ' (5 an inevitable item, in i hp 
repcrtoi-ks of Uas fraternity of iritisjchms 
(? J who play jmnbJcd music front 
comets ivhich wcin'l blow and eJarionets 
that squeak at Hmdu wiMlrfings or at tfie 
doors of the Parsis oa their New Year's 
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D'd\\ I cnimot recall the whole song, 
but liere is the itrst stanza as far as 
I cm recalls:— 

i Vfif3f BaIpw 

In €atci3t|a 1 Img 

Rxinictwut Tundft ChxHd] iiiymts% 

RmUut ihUMi I k^p my ■ho|u 
Virry gowt Hlivrlui tmolm my hoftkit. 

Eat my dot bhm ffvwiy day j 
Nurltt cutTUf I mnlcv plenty p&ojM 
JUir B tiitt tMm^4iAv«l^ ttnn iem play. 

KTpfldi ndh good t imfr cnmuig 

Babu nfiw moka 

iVladainc CarloUa Tasca* 

I-atcr. sarin tJw suvttntiro, the com¬ 
pany wluch was most poxmki and con- 
sisteti Ilf realty’ good actors was that 
kntnvTi by tfie name of Mactonie Cttr- 
lotta Tasca. It was strong company 
of whom one named Elcia llay was 
the best actress, witli more liistrionic 
talents tiion I have known in later 
times. There was also an actor by 
the iiiune of FaKclottgli who.-ie dTamatic 
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talents were certn inly admtrabia Ik 
played a vartctj* of parts sucli as those 
of Hamici, Othello. Macbetli and others 
almost to perftx’tion such as one on 
the stage in London, Eleta May played 
the female parts of Ophelia, Deeddutnia, 
Portta and so on* Ko company, not 
evsfi IferT TlandinaiiTi's, who ctutic so^e 
kw years afterwards, gave so niAny 
dramatic lifelike representations, ' of 
Shnke^i^eare's plays as this one, ^the 
chief of w'hom was Cftrlotta Tksca Pair'' 
dough also gave a iiiagiiificerjl dramatic 
reading in the Town Hall which wajs 
greatly ap]iiauded and apprecialcri. He 
dectiided the elite of Bombay w'itli fits 
readings of passages from Shakespeare's 
Henry' V and Tennyscei's " Charge tif 
the lyight Brigade.*' Pxlgar Allen Poe's 
” Raven *' was also admirabt}* exeeuterl. 

Grant Road Tlicatre in the sixties 
was extremely popular and houses 
were crowded to see a variety of artistes. 
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One oi tlitsse a LumpEiiiy^ of dwarfs 
U*nded by tlic witrld^rniovnied ( Jeiicral 
T.im Thimil* Tlu!}‘ were mest refined 
awrf civilised and were t^rcrtl populir 
(A 7 (mrites who liscd to appear id rich 
dresses and gowns ivoin liefnrc r(>)*altjtei 
lit Sumpe, including the Fniperor Loaia 
Xipt>lc(rn. ^'•eneml Trim Thumb was 
the leader and took Hunibay ulnwMt 
1./ stbriiL Hut the glorj of the GKud 
ti<^d Tliflattr de^rarted. and none of 
the older gcneraiion lias known uf substf' 

<}tu9tt limiuuiic compunies having ever 
-readied due qifdlit?- of ^hose alreody 
deseribed, Bombay has falton tm. evil 
diiyis, ;ifi wc Stud at iJte ootset in re¬ 
ference to Utemitirc, arts and cmaicw 
Arnnng her mihionnires there is not 
on* who could lie pointed out as o lover 
oi real art ant! a -patron of the best 
dt ; inn. So ior Bonthay is deed and can 
never deserve to be eaJled tite lirsl city 
in India. A word, in coiiclnsioii, must 
he said b prmse oi an enterprising 
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aniatrat coiiii>a£iy yofiiug Patsis who in ■ 
the sixties started a dramatic comp^iy 
called^ “The Kli>hmfitane Dramatic 
Cluh.“ Thej- were mastly rtitdents 
III EtliUiii^one College, the iium oc^ 
<ofijplisbecI among whcni was the late 
3 lr. HiijeeA, KhaiithaUL He waslcmiwn 
85 a jii-st-mte fCnglish scholar mid gift- 
cd with II hisixionlc talent rarely to be 
seen since his tfayn. Tlie fi*>dety was an 
oniatetir one, hut it did its beat to mlivei 
and give exceUeni dnmmtic 
fcprescniatiotts from ShQk«sjjeare Tlit ' 

bratlicre Khandalawaln as well as Mr- ] 

I'estonji Nasservanjj Wadia and the , ’ 

two htotlicrs Dr. Dhanjisha and iD 
Nuaservanii Pwakh were nlso well appre- , 

Eventtmliy the late Ifr- Cciov-eiji B* 

e>- Nazir Imcame the pjoprT«tor and for ? 

® long time carntd on liis company ^ 

^‘th credit and to the gratification 
of the play-gcmg piiblic. There weits V 

«fso ,scntu: Giijrathi dramatic dubs 
ottgineered by Parsi gentlemen of no i 
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iittle histrimiic talent coieof wliom wai 
knorcn as ** Dady Christ." the last Tiamg 
being given, because at one time he 
had avowed Christianity as his religion 
till brought back to the old path of 
his Zoroastrian ancestors. AU these have 
been gathered to the majority, including 
Mr. K. N, Kabraji who, in the seventies, 
placed the Oujrathi drama on a sound 
footing by %vrititig plajs from ancient 
Persian history, the very iirift of which 
created a great furore, namely. *' Baxon 
and Mcnijeh.” Mr. fliiji Khambstta 
died alKmt seven years ago and was for 
long a contributor to the English columns 
of the " Hindi Ihinch " ojider the pseu¬ 
donym of the Corporaior Faineant. His 
memory deserves to be enshrmeci by all 
lovers of art and humour, of drama and 
satire. Of the earliest founders of the 
Gujrathi drama there survived till late 
one Mr. HduJji J. Khory. who, after 
having been a barnster in Rangoon. 
b*d retired to J/indon. He was a 
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pla.^Tidglit of m niean ability and 

power Biid closely asjiociated with Mr 

Kabrajr Ije made his debat as the 
author of B facetious and humoroul 
play called " Hajambad anti Thuggn^/' 
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CoAPTfUt XXV.—HARUKST UTK- 
RARY ANI> BEN£\'OI,ENT S<>- 
auTIES. 

I N the long mil public officus oud 
mstiruiions the Puijmp4)]e> the 
Sassoor Jledianics. institute, and sir 
Jauisetii JeeJwjblioy SSchooI vf Arts tiud 
the Ihimbay Branch ul the Ro)-aJ Asia¬ 
tic Society «ec<i «iii bcmonraltie mejidun. 
They nre all old infititutions, each of 
great public ntiiit>' in its <'rait aOjie and 
^heie et iulliieticc. 1110' have played 
their 7jart »vitli cteilit and linnour 
in the xjast and. boand by tlieh 
vs^' cionstitutiiU) ti^ he of ampler 
scoije and in the future. Three 

of them at least are now almost a cen- 
tttry old and have thus: bect'me fiighly 
rejected for tlieir age, apart from the 
service tliey have rendered to the 
lie, ^jcdally during thdr ru^^tive 
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career. we OjrOTii- back rlie 

mmd of a tiiijidred years end ia 
relate their himible origin, and when we 
h^r mind wimt the eark iK.^binings 
of B<im!niy were a ccntllr^ ago 
Njinnmgi imnyof wind) have uireaA,’ 
^ narrated, n-e cannot bni express our 
deep ^ticude to tltdr rcsj^ective f<nmd- 
«s. N^ot only are we brnmiT tv ex¬ 
press our gratijhide to them. W'e jtmst 
reco^jse Uic phnantlirtpy ftjid liheraJity 
of thos« originaJ fouiidtri., their fort- 
sight, and their re^d hit welfaio 
of the Keneratiotis that were to he 
a ter tJiem. ;Vnd yet liow in the bustle 
and tnmuii) nf our own dav«^. day^ of 
lugh pressure wrought hy BdvmiKu^ 
a\jlisatirjnj and days when tiic work of 
twt ve iiouts has cutne to be cro^vtli^I in 
«x. tmmy ol us, if not hJI. are ^pt to 
Jiiget tlu- Ircginnjiigs d such ajrd other 
fandi^ ntstitutiona, Tlie vert' iif 

public artivicy in mwe dak „ 

Areadun in u.clr snnpiici„, 
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scime might ]>e leinpted to call the da^-s 
Sle«}jy Hollow, necessitated, it would 
s^, that vent iiiuat be round for the 
display not only ol pure l)aievoIence 
but for mtellectual actK'jt>\ it is not 
diffiailt to Imngme the dull and weary 
monotony of those who fl.-flirished b 
ihwnltay a century ago. Life without 
some kbr! of mental lecreation must 
have been positively dull. We. wlio 
have mir thiily newspapers, futnidjing 
us with the news of tiie entire globe of a 
dui’ previous, who liv'-e and move b 
telegraphs, telephones mid aeroidaiies 
wJiij travel in lusuriouj^ raihvay cuixiagcs 
at the rate of iWrty and forn- miles jui 
hour, who voyage to and fro. not only to 
London, hut Yokohama b the East 
^d Son Francisco in the U'est, 
b less than thirty days: we ivho get 
“ weekly mail iroin tore^m 

and enjoy the losutv of sev^ 
jWivero, of mtod 
Ixwks and periodkMb of oui choico 
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week after week aad can <*btaMi otlier 
intellectiiaJ foixf from liaIf-a-doii:en 
wdl-estahlishedfirmsof bookseUers, Lave 
only to fecal! the days of to rcaltee 
tlie efforts of tlxc coiuemporaries 
that [leritHl to .jbtain all that 
to-tlay so easily, so freelj*, tik^ 1 

work Imagine iiow Sir 'j: f 

tosh and Mountstnan £iphiiistj^ I j, 

have sorely felt the want of tluit^ [ 
loctua] pabulum without which it cj > 
impossible to Itve,—mental feenaiUcm 
of tile purest kind, and to txMimmne 
with tlie best thoughts of IJttrojni and 
the West in arts and Uterature, and 
elevate all that is noble and uJ truistic 
in our common UumaniH' It is only 
when we come to rdlect on tlie disabi¬ 
lities of those days, disaliilities of written 
we have ft]>^liitely no esperience that 
we can undeiatund why the sniali bund 
of intdlecluak panted and why thev 
set about founding literary, scientilii 
geographical and other societies to 




ia;» rove tliemselves and tn ndd to the 
sum or their knowledge Tlie nee«isit>* 
which the fnictl<J7i at the 

IwilTtulaiitTO then felt could nut. af course. 
^ realised liy iJieir Iiuliaii contonporariest 
for obvious reasemk 


Fducafiuual Darkness. 

As far as odiuathm wa* concerned 
them waft darkness or at the Le^t visible 
darknefii Tlie great Hindu ccnnnunity. 
no rtouljt were content wttli the Sans^ 
Cfil or Murathi or Gajrachi litmttire. 
The great .Ualirimwlan commnjirty (xm- 
Riwl their education to the Koran, which 
t<i tliem was the lini^ciojialiu of all 
knowledge, Ireing a tlivinv* UH>k. The 
Pards were a shade l>eUef, but their 
early a'aM>ciatic!n witli the Engliah fac¬ 
tory agaits and wiitcrB " tlium 

ocHUire a anattenng of tlie itng&h with 

&tsii facility. But there was nothittg 
beyond. 
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Thns It xvas tliai the early penod oi 
tlxc ninetmitb cenhin* in B<nnhar 
iiessod iht, foiaulatkm of 
ties for siiwial brandies' tvhich e\-en- 
tuaJIy ntcigcfl into one ctim|>reliaisive 
iJocioty which tft now known aa the Boni¬ 
fy Branch of the Royal JUuttc.Society, 
But: tn the early years Uiere wa5 a U- 
teraiy society, a nieihcol society*,, and a 
^ety for inodianicjil adtaice lltewtun- 
'H.cn tlie Indian Navy. 50 menmr- 
ablc m the nnnak of tlie Bast India 
vnupanj^ e^ibhed a Oeo^mr.hicai 
^xuetj- which did .olid Urk! 

ATJHFt from ihesc tlicie vn\K ,1 

idiilantUrppic mnvtuient which even- 
taally culminated in Uie fotmrlin^ d 
what IS known as the 1*111 jmpole. 
^lU! for Hiesklc and btirm miimala, 
si>ttaany cows, bnllocks, horses, sheep 

««d«i on, iTeicj^ to thi^ mumals vvho 

so w'dl serx e our htim.mity. was a d™ 
^mrs i^fttnent wlndi ha<r ne\rer so 

'^Bmatenulised in the world a« it hash 
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India. Wiwm sucii niatermltsati<m toiik 
place must be left tci leametl Hindu sae* 
tints of theptt'Uistoric and bistoric SfOB^ 
crit literature. The great Duddita tau^it 
the sentuncut ut mercy to hiwer anhuaK 
and the great Asoka nod his sticces^ns 
cultivatefl it witli :i piet}* and femior 
rtl whicli there are maiiy evidences. 
Htsion*^ anti arciueolpgj' as inteipretad 
by <tur latest ^vants tell us. that amniig 
Cither benevolent tnstttutions mai[iUuiM:d 
and sui^ortecl by the Asttka dy'nasfcy 
aild its successors, such as dluirtuaslialas 
and hosi>itals. was the erection of huuas 
for the pFotectlou ot domestic smuna^ 
weak and infirm. 


Hindu Benevolence. 

F rom those day's downwards we 
til id scores of instances of the Uenevo' 
lence of the Hindus who have fuumled 
hoirjntals lor dumb anImhU, generally 
known as Ptnirapolea. Some eiglitf 






ycfljrs ugo And more there were prw^s'ling 
the streets of Bombay stray 
which sometimes caught hydro- 
photfia. The Government issued orders 
fvT either shooting or catching these 
dfjgs. It is on record that there was 
once a regutar ricrt on account of the 
ihjgs, in whicli one Mr. Pestonji 
Itadablioy W adia, an influential Parsi 
merchant, gnaitly interestwl himself to 
abate this nuisance. The coinmunit}’ 
wi‘js greatly ei^dsed and fdt itself hurt, 
fctit protest meetings were rare and 
mcnuiiialising was tmly in cxtrfmre 
cties. So the well-balanced minds 
of those days tools njf a constnictive 
finlicy which w'as really a hai>py uiu 
nuniia to avert further bad blood be¬ 
tween Ute aUtlioritJes (m the one side 
and the peaceful citizeie on the otlier. 
It was rciiolved tn have a home where 
ownerless riogs. cows, bullocks, horses 
Olid other aiiinials could be conlined so as 
to do no harm- A wealthy Shravok Bank 
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Hiercliant, nvinied Motidiaud Anilcljanil* 

donated tt likh Ilf ntpeeft in ^ to 
liiiild B Pitiiraijolt To tlxh Mr. 
iiurth Sunkersett aiwl the finst Sr Jam* 
^t}i Joejiblioj* crmiritnited hjind'Hniic 
Slims. A trusl tlevd was flntfrn up ami 
the imxDiUremciit of the luiwlii pnrt 
till* afliowl as>-Tutii was v«st(jd in Tru*- 
tr.es Aixd sack Ua.^ Ihwi the seuii- 
m«U of p^e^^«4ticln of cmehy to 
apisdttUy donusstk-atfcd. that rich uiul 
have anee tlmt Ume on 

enridiing the fimd tiH it is tluii 

the prhicijju] Img now rcxichcd 12 i fllflw 
and' the income derii-ed front Vhttom 
prohlithte inviistmeiits brin^ miicii 
ns ri lakitspei* anniim. Albtichajid wua 
;i name to be conjiueti with. M*r (ntitt 
o temple m the hoit which k still 
laiown by litft name ; also a uw^st spn- 
citms thavFi for Shravaks of niinkiate 
imiaii^ to live and cany on theii' ttadp. 
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Tbc Ootn^y Oeographical Society. 

Thi* Society- wns first establisUcd m 
zS^i tiU It was evtjstuallj' nu‘ige<l in the 
Kofy'al Asiatic Society somcwluj^ ahotit 
It vfa& founded by offiecS^of die 
IncUini Ka\y, whoats ciploriititjns of the 
Atabiiu^ and Red S^is and of the Ray 
of Bengal arc tooT^-eU-knirtm to need anv 
inc3itior> here. tr,c« ijs a reemd of them 
in the lihratj* of the Jloyai Astatic 
Society wlikili is a monimicnt tif tJic 
navintn.il reseutclw* of those gahont 
men. 


The MecHaitics* Institute. 

^eat tiieie ivss a iticdicai and 
hternry sticiety fotmditd in lySr. Again 
an AgndiJtitraJ and HoiticuJtmal So¬ 
ciety- was establifeiied hi iSjjo, Another 
wa-i called the titeraiy and Sclcntffit 
Society and founded in iS.(S. Hiea 
there was t ltc ^dcchanics' Institute found¬ 
ed in 1S41 bj' die fonemifn meedtanio^. 
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of the Mint md the Dockyard to keeji 
t1i«Mselve6 abreast of the literattirc 
on tlieir sjiecial ptoftsssion atid tdso to 
ghe public teemres on setentihe sub' 
jects of great practical intetest. Tt flour* 
iabed admirably in the fifties and many 
were the interesting lectures delivered 
in the Town Halt on behalf J»f thi^ 
mosit ' liseful iustitutioii. The writei 
well recalls i>f tlie lectures he at- 

tijndwi specially those of the late Mr. 
Berkley, tJiu eminent engineer ol the 
G. b P- Railway whose name is mti- 
mately associated with the formidable 
work of tunndliug the two Glmuta The 
locale of this institution originaUy was in 
one of the rooms of tire Dock bUick where 
the clock tower is situated. The increase 
ing attcnrtsuicc of *iiieiiibers and the 
extension of the library necessitated its 
removal elsewhere and a home for itself. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Govern¬ 
ment a plot for it was found on the 
ground where the Sassoon Macbanics' 



Institute has f^ocicl ^nce 186^. Sir 
Albert Sa££Or>n had jtre^^icjtisly given 
Rs. tio.ooo for die building. Varidus 
othtt donattotis were given for additifms 
to Its library and for new furniture at 
ed to tlie jiew' and b 

which was qieaed Sb Bart; 
in 1867, It is a pleasure to 
stitute floiinshing and nnt thi 
attract public intent Ij}’’ means nf a 
regutai series of Iceland aimitally during 
die cold season. It may be worth node* 
ing Iieffc that the first President of die 
Society was Sir Xirskhte Petiy who 
was e\'er ready to enccmiage and support 
any public institatioi], European or lu- 
diaii. having far its object the dwsemma* 
tion of literature and lienee. Evva 
to-daj'* Sir Erddne is mneh remembered 
for his judicial lore and sterling inde* 
pendence on the Bench, as for his wholes 
hearted co-oiieradon in all educational 
movements of bis ilay. 
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The Sehnot of Art- 


A wcuil^ nmy I'ie ssttd. in Tefer- 
encfr to tile SciiJMj] tii ^Irt wiiicli beais 
tin; hxmourai nanu: of Sir Jniusetji 
Jisrjiseliliay, the fatniAer aikI benefactor. 
After tile great E^liibitlcm of 1851 in 
J.ondim. at the Gtjttal Palace there iras 
a ivide nuivcutEni for the eatablblutient 
t 4 fkhr>o!lir rtf Art in the Uniteil King¬ 
dom Tli« crmtaginii «ptea4 btBoEnbay 
which was then bca^iiming to show the 
Hist sadsfautoiA' In cducatki^ 

In Sir Janie^i donated a loth of 
rupees for a school: of drawing. A 
br.Emmttoc Wiu. appointed by Go^-em- 
meflt and Sir WflJiam Yardlfiy, King'* 
Judge of the Sii|>rtme Court o£ Jndi- 
catniie, was the iipst President. At fitat 
tlicre were two professors, Pataa 

and Tern’. The former retired sooci and 
tJ»ir latter iKSSime the htkd of the sdiool 
li was at located in the Ktphin* 
stone. Inatitntioi] on the Esplanade 
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Ctasfr Koad but ft£teru‘aril$ ^ 
commodatiid ta rssgm the premia nf 
the Ktphuuttune Coliege, on the Hnbula 
Tajik Road. It was here that the WTitet 
be^Qii hk elemental}' Icsstjm in 
draiTtn^. Mr. Tefr>' was a capital 
teacher ht; b^giraaer» and nanained at 
the h(*ad o! tlie School ol /Vrt t-vm aftet 
a local tudniatiou was found for it to 
the present prciniists 11 may not l»c 
generally known tliat Mr.. Terry was a 
first-mte hiuufmrist and cartoonist He 
found sonte vent for the dh^lay of his 
talents in this direcduD in 1^64*5 when 
*' Pmidi in India'' was started, wtiJck 
iiniortiimtdy had a biid existence of 
only two yeans. It did not receive that 
stijiport wliiuh it dcseivoti Tlie i»ftper 
died and we have not heard that any^ 
other illustrated paper lias been since 
pulilkhed in any port of India save die 
facetious hooker ou *' in Calcutta, 
since t^tg. Of course, we have <mr old 
and valued friend tlie '' Hindi Pimch,’^ 
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hot it is an Anglo-VernacuJar " Poncb/* 
not purely English, thougli conducted 
with considerable ability vchkh is a 
credit to its proprietor and editor. One 
fact neetls to be recalled to memory in 
reference to a cartoon of " Punch in 
India which at the time mode a great 
stfiisation. Sir John Lawrence was the 
Victioy- Afghanistan, whose Amir was 
then Sbere jUi, was srnuna~iiig in civil 
war. There were the frontier chattvi- 
]iiE»U of those daj'S, Sir John's policy, 
a right and wise one for that emi 
was not to ijaterfere in the intern^ 
kh^jiat of the Amir's dominions, nntil 
India's own borders w‘ere threatcined. 
We were still consolidating oitr British 
Indian Empire and the State had inade- 
<piate funds to carry on Uie ordinary 
duties of the administratton, besides 
finding the wherewithal for the construc¬ 
tion of railwaj-s, Tlic pohmr of non- 
biterference was deliberately adopted by 
Sir John with the cordial support of tire 
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Hume Government, though in Ute Indiu! 
Council there tlie stal^'art Sir Henry 
Rawltnsaii who was identh'sed with the 
" Forward Policy ” of tlie Anglo-lndijui 
military service, and its organs ui 
public tfpiniim. The iKtlicy of non¬ 
interference wa* severely criticised by 
these, but Sir John Lawrence, the most 
distingutshed. and inisted Frontier offioer 
of pi'e-Miitiny days, was not to be 
moved from hia ftmt policj-. ” Punch 
hi India ' echoed the policj* in a cartoon 
called " Maflterly toactituty." Vet an- 
otlicr cartoon was in reference to a 
domestic quarrel between Sir WDIiam 
Maitsliclil (afttirwards tlie fir^ Lord 
Sandhurst) and lus militaiv* liousdmld 
secretary. Captain JervU, "sir William 
was a stem liisdpliuarian and a n^ular 
mnrtiiiet as to hoeping of finance, being 
himself, no mean man of economics and 
ciirrenw. Tlie squabble rose to sudi 
a pitch that Captain Jervis was placed 
before a military^ court for tlte offence 




<i keq^ing irr^^tilar m tlie 

matter of atidH^ssCon, jama and 

jelticai wincsi and a|4Hts of the houacbotd. 
Both vitPi Botli 6>niinitted 

serioufi errors of judgmeoit. |Of 
otaicK poor Captain Jeivia had to be 
caahiered and gteat ssmpatliy mths dis- 
pta\'ed in hia (hvotir by hhi brother 
nSkeiB. At the time Sir WHlUm 

was iaui3CCirtiLi& jhmdi in India Itad 
an esrcellenr cartocoi cm the subject with 
the following jingling dogg^d,^whk’h for 
% tinu; was. lustily recited cver^'whcre^ 

»*Sfr tVtUkub N»uada, Kaisttt ol |juii 
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Ol41*1'KR XXVI:—SIK JAMES MAC- 
INT(3?1I .VXD T!il*; i'OUNBATlOX 
or* THE ROVAl, ISIATIC P<X^EHT\^ 

T tDt and Jittriiiy iu- 

utitutioD 01 iJisdncpofl ajni| 

Muni n?pat«ticin oj wUid* the ftretdfy m 
Ijitlia can boast id tlir Plomliay BtoktIi 
^ tlife Rt^'al Asiatic i?<^dety, Tme ft 
is tJiat- tiicre are mtiier j^odetfes of a 
d€voteti to litmtttrc .-md arte T^hidl 
ate ocmsionally heiircl ♦if, but they oie 
ataiust of a itt^fi^ble chrtractfer. 

be bowed mlh shame when 
‘tt'c are iranbfe to poinl; out to n stuaiger, 
huliued wth the fru'c of fiterarntvl 
m its most ooiii}ire]nm^''e SQ»», any 
butt this softtary institution, the ‘Wily 
one of whidi it can tfo averred with 
truth that it has grown witli the grfjwth 
and e^aiision of Bombay and pmsjiered 
with her pn»si>erity., Wlien the capital 
of the two sister presidencies can limhe 




M tol^ty fair diHplay of literaiy 
Bombay has none but 
It is a smgtiJar fact t±at Bombay which 
( himcii hcisclf on its progressive career 
all t-hixju^Jiout these one hinulred and 
fifh- yeans, should be so miserably poor, 
slniost a baiihmpt, in her literaiy m* 
^titutions. One ttsason of this jweny 
itiay be asenhed to her conuuendal 
stririt Her citijreiis arc rnidouhtoilj 
ahsoi>t>cfJ year in and year out in the 
l^nrstht of nchcA aJmost ignoring the 
fact Uiat tile treasmes of arts and li- 
teratitre ate infiniteh^ of greater value 
I ban the nnihona in gold, sdver and 
jewellcrj' tliey have amassed Ouid and 
silver have their ultimate use. not in 
the etijoj-nmit of their poasessJon as 
Imards. but in their free and disenmi- 
nate use. one of whkh is the founding 
t‘f great lilirancs. musemns nmT gtitef 
lenifiles of leanung where the ridust 
thoughts of the world may be serendy 
oijoyed. The worshiii the Goldai 
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CaJr may !>« q fonn ol pastiiui^ l»ui wiiat 
surpass tlie contemjjfaHitfi of tlie 

incstima]){e ami unp«i'isiml>li* gift? tif 
intdlcct endowed by Nature! Bnt it 
» of tui u*e furtlier luwiUiiimg ot\ the 

intdlemiidpoTOrtyofBombav. There 

m dmil>t that the Colossijc ,rf 
IS ni one gate, end tljeie is a Ljuanis 
<»f Arts. Jscience and Uierature at the 
wther. It it much to be widicd diot 
this rniKiadi prtaid Bnmhaj. ttie urst 
city of the limpire, will wqje 
wild so exert liersalf as u> |nuiit m yeajrf 
to come with pade I-, mmtj* fiterwo' 
wild otfier inatitutians which tier culturvil 
and wcaltJij* dtuetis may proi'ide, 

Origio of the Bomhay Branch «f the 
Royaf Asielic Socitly. 

Twining to the Bambay Branch of 
the B.u3i'al Ajiactic Societ}* and it*^ Li- 
t«ary and other nctlrtties durir^ the 
fifties and sixties erf tJu* past century, 
ve may ukc n bocf survey of iis 
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Bn<1 growth. As tJjg Rev. Dr. Seott 
rfehth* rtba^ved iit liii Icomed sfMjedh 
«» tJur 1 ^‘asioii <rf Uiis centenary of this 
institution liftcen years ago, the nse and 
grewth may lj« ci^ivenitmtly rltvifliid 
intti three etage?^, each stage corapiiidn^ 
the pwHjeefllriira f*f a gioierattan. rriin: to 
its* bOliH fouiuiatirai Uy thnt tliftmguisiied 
•ochuloi. ^tatusmmt and pliilpsoptu^^ 
iiir, James .^[ackinto^, in t8ci5. tlieie 
wi? ^ literary and metlicaJ chiefly 

cOfUsiRting of lawyeni imd medical nita) 
who. in ordi-T to etiUvca the duU mono 
tony i>f tliofic ardioic day? at the do«e 
<tf ilhi eighteenth centiuy. seiiotisly felt 
the vi'ant of an intelleotiin] club wliere 
the>’ might mteLtchsmge the current 
thoughts of the West and add to their 
iwn mines of knowledge. When Sir 
J ames amired in Bombay at the q>ah‘ 
ing of the nmeteentb to nssume 

tlie Rccordership of Bombay, which 
was then equivalent to the Chief jusdee- 
shi|i, he was disappointed to nnd the 
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alisence ut kind irf s^x;iety wIimc 
Activities oi idiusdf itnd 
miRfit find ffct; pby and where 
tiial liuienitits might he fredy ex- 
clisngecL Sa. after a brid sutviy uf 

the fiiLuatttru and tlie TeDf^nitioji tjf the 
ciyiAR iiceti of a «aijy 

ntsftitiite. he took tiie initiative towartl* 

Uiiu need. 

Sir Jamea ^lackinlosh. 


It should he observe^I that Sn 
James arwied in Hombay with a Kiiro- 
pean aimfation, tn Englaiid he niid 
his college CrieiAl, Mr. Halt were known 
as the Qistor and Polltis of Uie Northern 
a genuine ocanplimciit to Clip- 
doma stem and wihl whJdi is not only 
the mother of jx^ts bat tlie parent 
great metAphydeians and plillosupliers^ 
M other times they were known the 
Scotch Plato and Heredotus. At any 
rate that waa the reputation la which 






they were held by their cemtonpaa- 
ries a century ag<i and more. Sir 
James was accredited ^vit!l a "Bacoinian 
-Vnd he came to Bombay as 
a valtant Irut litnioumble combatant, 
who had had liis htstorical fight with 
the great Burke, orator and political 
[ihiJosoiihier of ii«i»iaishable fame. He 
was also recognised as one of ttie miist 
phflosopbic lawyers profound 

thinkers that England had known. Tins 
was the distinguished personage who, 
soon after his arrival hi laboured 

nu«}t whole-heartoiXy. strenuously and 
ss^aciously. to found a Uterar^- society 
like that of the Asiatic ISfKiicty of Btm- 
gal, [oundcfi by anotlier renowned li* 
t(*rar\' man and lii^iist, Sir VVilliam 
Jones, 30 years before. So a first meet* 
ing was called on 26U1 Jlovcmber 1804. 
whereat 17 persons, were present incltai- 
ing two globetrotters. The name cho* 
sen viTis the '*Utorary Sodety oi Bam* 
bay." It ’tvas agreed that a meeting 
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of tlie SocMfly nJioiild i>e hotel tn the lotit 
Monday of <fvor\' month. The object 
wrts f(» '■ invettigatc and bring together 
what could be discoveren! of tlie East 
so as to form a countribntiou to the 
ihoughLs and learning of the West." 
ThtiSi Sir Janies a centnn*^ ago nobly 
wozJceti, ivith the eye of the accom* 
jdisljed scholar and the far-sightedness 
of the stati^an, to bring the so-called 
*' midiangii^ Hast " nearer to Uie West 
by means of tl».it common bcnicl of 
human heritage,—man's intoll^. And 
who can gainsay the fact of the tmmea- 
siirabte effect w*hich literary' societies 
nf tJie d^it>' and repwtation of the 
Royal Asiatic Society have wrought 
on the mind botJr of Europe and Asia ; 
in how many directions is there 
a pleasttrablc mpf^rochemcstt between 
them for the world’s greater good 
and the closex noion of humanity 
itres^iectivc of race and creed. But 
to proceed. 


The litcrtwy society by Slf 

JumtsMiuJdntmli with 1;= nwjumjjlisiir^^ 
cd (n£3i. but wbi>se iimnbcr inuacdUtcly 
tpse to JO* htid not only <in inti-liec- 
cast. It had alto Its tocinl 
In the absence of clubs nhe Jiiiiatt society 
of men frtflji n^Titol to meet 

ifygit^et todally whim there mlt'ht lie 
a2» fiisch ihe least of m the flow 

ot 5<nil< Of oou)^, the fotmiler of tlie 
Society wa* its first PreddeiiL 

Sir Charles Forbes. 

And who could Imttex lixifc after 
tiie modest finiLDces of that instltotfoR 
than that gmat banker, tmd tlir fiist 
leoilhig iioR'offidti] of the Kurtiiiean 
cmmnimity faa Hotnhay, Sir Charts 
Forbes, a name still to be canjurerl with 
for oh that is useful and noble, lor all 
that crintTfbutcs to the Wiiallii and 
firoiqierity of a tising dfcy, for all tlioi 
is be$^t in a wealthy and coltfvated liiiro- 
peon whose love for bis Titdian brotheis 


ill tile ctwmiieicitil fjf DcmibaLV \>-a5. 

SoDibair, (s^erinDy 
Ilia- Ijidiio] crtizaiii of dit>s«! djirs. adinb- 
alify expn$^ fchdr gntmude for tbe 
iiiai] 3 ‘ siRUiU EcivitSfi? that Uiu rntrebont 
Tenth^rinE l)y tin; mogtuticieuc Jittt* 

tuo ill lib Unnour tso lus T^titemcnt’. im 
MmiiBMe vvork of an «il the sculpfor i 
Ml adofimwait oi tfie Societj* of 
which he WI4E the first t'nafinrer. Where 
tifc 1‘orbcses of to-day ? 

Tills tli^ was tlie I4ierai3* Society* 
of which 3 hjujjtstuari I^lplm]fitrale and ' 
Sh John ifatcDhn wen- lUso pixsidents 
ft little later. But it nuiy he iutcr^'- 
ing t(i emtuire wlii> were tlie giohe-tiot* 
tern. The earliest joiiaiala tdl us that 
they were Xrord 'N'ftlcntin and lus frieiitl 
H, Sanit In Februarr 1805 the 
choice librarj' of a gentleman retiring 
was offered for sale. So on tlie 25 th 
of that ramith stqts were taken to 
Iniy the boots, which was to be the first 
effort for the nucleus of a libimry whkrh 
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tros Hestined to grow ever more,—a 
libiary whicli, aiter a century and over 
counts u^ton its shelves as niiuty as a 
of the best Ijooks. tlie best thoughts 
of the world's inti6i inteHectnal men, 
books classic and Tjooks tare* IxMil^ 
of leferenoe and books of long for¬ 
gotten hbtor>'. besides many raanu- 
f ^iptsv I can wdl recoil tlte itectiliat 
Scintilla of mtellectuul inspitation 1 
felt when for the first time in rSsfi 
jt entered the liallowcd precincts of Chat 
great stotehouse of thought. It was akin ^ 
to what I felt twice again when visiting 
the great Iiljran^ in the Briti^^Iusettmin 
1897, and also whei vtsituig that sacred 
and venerable edifice in Wt^ttuinster, the 
Ahbej'. A peculiar but p leasij nable sensa¬ 
tion came over me. To tite youthful 
mind of the writer the Library looked 
like a great Temple of Leaniiiig in 
reality, a Valalialfa where lay Iniried 
the great thoughts oi great men of alt 
the cetUutics! Never Itas hb love and 
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for that I^bmryi so sactod 
to the mcmoiy of Sir James Ihfacidiitosh. 
waned. Verilv, as the Revd. Dr. Scott 
justly observed in his centenary i^peech— 
a speech worthy of the occasion^ digni¬ 
fied and loftj'. delivered with all the elo¬ 
quence of which he was such a master, 
and with all that verve and nerve of the 
l^nglish which was at his comiiiaiid— 
James was a great sdioiar imbued with 
great practical ideas. Indeed I may say 
that he was n fine type of the utilitadan 
philosopher. It wiU be interesting and 
instructive to give one matonce only of 
those practical ideas in connectimi with 
the Uterar>’ Society which was soon 
after to blossom into the Royal Asiatic 
Socict>*. 


A Herculean Task. 

Three practical proposals were agreed 
to. {i} To take into tiand the preparation 
of a statistical account of tlic town and 
island and ol its economic products and 
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the ooaidition <»t the penple; (2) the 
Ureiiarmtiori of a ccntj>arative vttcabu- 
lai^' of the different langfuages, 
and forrm spoken in India ; and 0 ) 
tJie translation of f>rienta! classics into 
l^glLsii. What a hercoJeaii, tiut ail- 
absorbing. cask for an infant iitcrary 
society to take under i]je jns|iirati(m 
of OBic who himself was a giant inm- 
tellticu Wlioi we bear in mhitl what 
resources were av-ailabJe a cen- 
tim* ago for an economie sui^-ey. what 
little progress was made by Oriental 
pundits of the East and savants of the 
West in phiToJpp'' and what a fund *it 
onoiud classic lore was needed, besides 
scholarly study oi the Indian languages, 
to cam* oiit the profK^sals. the actual 
difficulty of the gj^ntic task may be 
easily imagined Ihit we might take it 
that the prpiJtMals were to be the great 
potential features in times to come of the 
infant institution rather than a reatisa- 
tion of than even within a quarter of a 
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century, f^r jAme^ liaO taken full maw 
t(i] notes of the ICgMition darkntijss of 
the land in Western education and what 
tracts of time miKht mterveaie hefore 
those ideals, practical as they were, 
could he materialised. He knew that 
tlie torch of Western knowledge had beiai 
hardly kindled- The East India Qhh- 
|isiny, even at the ojMawiig of the uine* 
teeoth century, was ahnost wholly 
absorbed dthef bi terrhartal acquisitions^ 
hnceil '^r tmfotcetl, or acquiring tiadc 
moron lulics to secure fat dn'idends foi 
its pmirrictary at huniiL At the date 
of the arrival oi Sir James Mackintosh 
it was well-known that ttie Company 
had caitirelj’ ignored its first dut)' nl 
imparting even ihe rudiments of Eiij:»- 
lish to tlie peojile tindt-r its sway. The 
better mind of the few English of Ingh 
intellectual nttaiiiiiients deplored this 
culpable ntgligaice and st:rove its heq^, 
through friends in England, to insist 
iqion something being done towards 
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cducatioii when the next charter 
(i6i3 ) came to l>e nmewed. 

A Practical Philosopher. 

And it ia a fact on the records of 
the Parliumentar^' Committee of that 
J'ear that ft Htnmgly urged the Court 
of fWtors to allocate just fro.ooo on 
educatimi in the temtories belanging 
to the COmj/aiiy. Sir James was a far¬ 
sighted practical philosopher and hia 
proposals were fully endorsed in order to 
stmmJatc his successors in the Presidential 
chair of the Society to work dav and 
night for their slow hut steady' reali¬ 
sation, The journals ol the Sodetv 
tor over three^rt^s of a century and 
more inform us what a iitJusB of vaFuabte 
papers were read from time to tinte, 
which ah aimed at achieving mure and 
more the fTDidamcntal objects. The hia^ 
these is indeed most fascinating 
Bsui one of the most remarkable efforts 
of earnest men with a love of literature 




to tiff the iJitr<tah, so to say, ot imittm 
ant\ oriaital classics, and make it fami* 
liar to the scliolai^ of tlie West. As to 
IsdioD literature itsdf it \\-as: there, 
hfwtiy with in A variety' of fontta in 
a variety of places all over die coontry. 
But the learning had been greatly neg- 
lectetl chiefly awing to the waves of 
foreign conqiatsts whkh began with the 
descent of the Scythian and Parthian 
mcmaichs in the firat century of Christ, 
to those of Mahomed, he of the dirzen 
invasioEs in the rich soil of Giijrat 
and KaUiiawar. and who carried away 
tlje gates of the great sanctuary' of 
Sonmath, Tliere was a revival of lean> 
ing during the reign of Akbar but its 
flame burnt only tor a short timm 
and it was impossible to rekindle it 
under the mle of that steni follower 
ol Ihnitanic Isl am, Aurangzeb, who was 
the ruUilese iconoclast hf all I'linda 
religiotts edifices and shrines, as much 
&£ the Imperial vandal of Berlin, who 
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wrought in die j^eat Eurojieas war 
(i9i4-Z9il{) defitruction la ancient and 
veuemblernoimmieiiti^jmdprtcdc^ w-v>rl» . 
of religious and other arts in Bdginiii and 
Northern France ivhere the Allied frnces 
eventually' triumphed hurling back tiie 
tide of bis aiiT%htciHi 5 invaaion. 

Hut to return to Sit James ifack- 
into^t. For sevwi reaiB and more he 
silently but strenuousK- worked hard to 
plajco the Socicly on a solid and pcimo- 
hent footing. He retired in x 8 ti. but 
liad the eatxsftictioii of knowing that 
be had reared a luonnitient of his own 
which waj& more d arable than brass 

aw 

tir the kingly pyramid? of EgS'pt, as 
Horace would sing. 



Chaj>te« XXWI.—historical 
RESEARCIL 

T O South' Stiventj' picking up randum 
slidls on his ttative strand has 
l>eeii a pkasairnble pastime. Not oiiiy the 
seltjction ot tlie shells Imt their collectiun 
anil dnssiheatiom has been a recreation ‘ 
in order tu Inuld u[i a minialure iiutseum 
of local recollections oi haii a eeiituiy and 
more. Tlidr true a^nihcance must lie 
interjireted by someone inifiuod with the 
genuine historic sjnnt and the gift of a 
pen rivalling that of Oibtxm or XkcAiilay:. 
A gazetteer^ however elalwrately 
ed. is ton batd tor sue It a purpose. At 
the l>est its writer is inenely a {>usi^' liDak" 
worm who ferrets out a bit of food here 
and there, to fatten bis poiiderous ccuU' 
pendiuin. Tlie compendium itsdf by its 
very nature and task imposes a restric- 
tifin and a limitation vvliidi lorbtct any¬ 
thing like the collection of personaj 
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woUcctKois wliicJj' a single incUviduaJ 
could furnish. Tlnis a gazetteer, 
ever useful bn a way, is after aU but a 
brief, drj’, and inienliveniiig record of 
■ tlie life and life career oi a local Insti¬ 
tution or public- edifice, of its true origin, 
ol the many conditions and ciantmstan- 
ces under which it came into existence, 
the men of i|TiaIity, influence: and posJ- 
dtm who were its ^onson, and the in' 
fiuence which such destined to 

racercisc ojt tuture gtnetatinns. Per- 
srmal rccoDectious by a variety of 
individuals who may have dmirished in a 
given tract of time, on a divetaity ->/ men 
and —these alone contrit^irte to 

the making oi a great citr^ tike Bombay, 
To (urr)’ out the ideal in its aiujile en¬ 
tirety in inriecd the labour not of one but 
many lives. Out colleges and univer¬ 
sities are launching on the ocean ut a 
busj- world and an active life Uiousaiuia 
of fairly etpupped graduates. If only 
a fraction fd aiclii wimid devote their 


time and attention to hiatoricaJ Tt?searclj 
t!» history of the past two cenlnritt 
or^onibay emitd be exoellentty re- 
and presented to ijopnlar view 
with a fnfiness far surpassing many ntho* 
Fruitless efforts in other fjdds. 
fciah. whose haflowed lips were insjjired 
wtli the S[*iritualit>' ot Ills time and 
we must have local Isiahs in his- 
Forv to accorajiliah wliat is needed, 
Kven now thwe is aanple pabiUtun Uy 
^y of official records and pajjera, 
locirures, proceedings of many a learned 
siKmy and institution, ot boote hy 
divers authors whn^vw esdstence has 
jKtssed away from high's merooiy. to l>e 
diligenUy investigated only by a duacn 
Workers, iiiethodicsllly and situjtFtane- 
working towarrls Uie identical 
g«ir toacebjnplLsh the great work. 

The Temple of learning Cloaed 

But, as already observerl, at any 
rate in Bombay, tJie Temple of l^nihig 
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seems to be as «ood as ciosefL We 
look vainly for those H^gh Priests who 
could pojmlarise that sacred shrine, 
bring within its solenoi j^reeinets a 
band o£ earnest woniiiipj>eis. flevoted 
to its service- We do not see any irt tite 
signs so agrtjcahly viHi}>!G elsewlmre. as 
for instance in Madras and OUciitta 
fif tueSL's minds widening under the daily 
tJfootes of the sun. The axis round 
wind] knowledge should revolve seettte 
to he at a standstill Itene. It is a most 
petrifying feature in the otliye busy 
Itie of ftombay. •■ill the ucrivitA' seerua 
to effcr^'csce either on the brairse or the 
bank, the factor- or tiie liodw, or in 
tlie variety of gymkhanas bo w*e!l dotted 
o\'er tiie most eligible part of the dty 
Well may a literon' Eddie OdUiiticii. 
taking notes like a cJtiel. en({ujre where 
is tile seat of the Tein|j]e of Knowledge 
where one can roam and muse, where 
one can quairj' into the rich treasures 
of the post and enlighten and tsiliven 







U.e and the „r«aic 

<laHy life ammstt. of clnuHg^n- (u ^^ur- 

suit of wealtli. * 

Vanished Landmarks. 

From tlie sltdb alreadv picked tto 
a mu-M We been dear to 
We eeammed then. »jtl, tj,, ^ 
bWoiT and euiiosity eombined. wla, an.I 
whal were tire inen and tluiiga tJrat .rare 

and i^_n„in .n^ tlungs d«,d and 
gone, but on whidi the present mat- 

•WofBomlsaj-aetnnllj-resu iJZdl 

^ realise tlie true T>r¥¥Tif i-h? 

e„«. -t pf»’J>ort(on of tile 

gT<^t luAtenal progress Bonibnv has 

•o take a bnef snivdi- of ,^ 

^ondW Itcanbetot reawl^ 

those who were lteoini„s inio^ at • 
the dare tl.at Bombay was rising 

oarly rtnamritj. ,mte he, 

« the ser^d city d the great British 
toqnre. Let .me „t atcl. stand on the 
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summit «f the Ridge imd realise the view 
piesentcd to him with the one he actual- 
ij' saw. say in 1850 or rSgj, What 
ebams «f memories t Wimt oases of 
recollections! Wliafc mighty mazes, 
though not without a ^ilanl What a 
colossus <rf active life mid woric on land 
and ?ea t Take tiie Fort itself, the 
busiest of the many busy beehives of 
Iteautifttl Thimbay. Save the steeple 
of the hoan- Cathedral, wliat present- 
dJ itseiF to his gaze tar and w'lde, streich- 
ing from Wellington Fountain to St. 
Xavier's CciWegv south and north 7 And 
vi liat panuraim'. is presented to him east 
ami wesv ttKky Mocly Bay bar- 

bnur and the Mint to tlie distant Back 
Elay glimiucrmg in the golden sunshine 
of die setting sun tuidcr the black aha- 
dttvv of Oie xmlmy ^fala}>ar HilJ, How 
many steeples and minarets, turrets 
and towers lie can gaze upon to-rho" 
within tile boundaries of the great Fort ? 
How many are the tall buiMiiigs in 
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^by Hoad, rising hke ^ ^ 

Chinese WaJIa shutting oat the gratehil 
breew to the jiortlicm Fort? How 
laiEd>* IS the number of readcntial 
quarters crow ded and congested richlv to 

which'the 

tfd calf of the Iinproveiiifiiit Trust is 
too mdoient yd to rect^i^ 
^prwe ? Uliere is the old Apollo 
Butjder and where can ho idesitih^ th© 
wat^rk whidi divided the sea in* that 
locahty from the mainland ? Where was 
the saluting batteiy ? HTiere was the Fast 
<^ce ? Where the Bank of Bombav ? 

\\ here the Secretariat ? Wliere are 
the open molduns to which thotisands 
resorted for lecreaticm and amuse- 
meiit of iin afternoon? Where are 
the ranqiarts and the giacis. and t!j© 
•uner forts, and where the monm 
aud ditches, the Barargate and tire 
Churdigatc ? All are effaced. Almost 
everj- old landmark in the Fort of i8<:o 
and 1S55 has vanislied from view, a 
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alrtne remain. Tliesc hav« already been 
di5cril)«l. n remains omly to recall 
the ^lersonalities who tncT^ed on the 
5t_fige of Bombay and wlw were chiefly 
instnimenUl in cmitributLng to her 
present “reotness. And tt may also 
be of some use to refer to the condition 
of the TKSJple at the time. s^al. in- 
tdlerttial. political and ^onomical. bn 
diort we shall try to paint tlie UMiught* 
that tliroTlg tlte present with the colours 
of tlie i*erifxl l>etwcen fftso and iflflo. 



Giupteji XX\7U.—Hj\PHj\ZAiiD 

RtJiLDixi; OF ^^o^^^Ay. fluc- 
TUATIOK OF POPUIjVTION 
{1661-1801), 

T tile preset hour when the divers 



communities of Bomljay, be tliej* 
those resrdiiig in snJubnons locaUties iir 
their luxunuu^ villas or those living in 
gtodlied flats <Mi '‘economic'* rents, oi 
tlic thousands who manage to burrow 
thenLsdvcs in witat are called "one room 
tenements/^ insufBciciitly ligliced and 
ventilated, or not lighted and ventilated 
at all* are invited to the novel Town 
Planning Exhibition in their great Town 
Hall, iuif] fistcsi awhile morning and 
evening to the rliscoitrscs of a learned 
and pTOctieaT expert on town pSanjimg. 
it may not be inopporttme to say 
aoinetbing touching this subject and 
liouse building as it was a hundred or 
even fiftv' and sixty years ago. Our 
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expert town planiimg professor, Me 
Geddes, has only to play the hookworni. 
m the first mstance. bi the historic haH 
of the Roj'tti Asiatic Society, take d»»vrH 
from the ancient shelves etpjally ancient 
records, official and non-official, teaching 
populatitoi and the progress of Uousc 
building in the city, say from the days 
of Garcia de Orta to thi^ of Jonatban 
Duncan, and from the days of that great 
Governor to those of Sir Bartle Frere, 
an ecpialty brilliant and distii^:tttshcd 
satrap, to discover for bimseif whether 
at fuiy time there was ev'en the nidhneti- 
taiy semblance of building the town 
and island of Bombay tm some kind of 
plan. And when he has fully gorged 
himself with this uninviting pabuhtin. 
he might, in tJie second instance, proceed 
to visit not only the broad stra’tE and 
thorcmglifares hut the lanes and the 
bylanes from Colaba to Mahim, at 
ah points of the compass, to rcafi^ 
for hiniself the maze or complicated 



of hmruui hivefi \A wtiicb tin; 
lun^ of BcmiiliiLy |i Tim;uiity has bocii 
accu'itumed tn Ih'^c rtuitag iialf a oenttirj* 
|)a^, if nor a centiuy. But lu- witft gd 
fllKJUl on bis rumbles uilJi bia eyes 
ijjieii, told accatnponieil by an liiteUl- 
lieiil guide, tin indigt.-ncrtia utdiitect, by 
.|jitefert3iJie, ati aicfaitect w!i« bus knowTi 
ok] and ri^‘ BontJ.ifl^* alildf, in onler 
tty be. (imioaghiy able tu take into liis 
ca]iud^iiii£i oiiud die evolution of the 
div?ra quarters lie may visit iukI dually 
of housdiuildiiig ill the city* the 

lifiudtive but c«f the fishci'inaii and tiie 
coolie: tri the distant AlaJiuit village or 
the ei}Ually lUsUuit Colaba Koliwadii, 
to tiic «tie floor villas* the tivo storied 
butt(ling& of the early thirties and 
lifties, to the modera tall cliawk for 
tlic factory operatives and the gtori- 
6ed ehawls for the man of modest means 
ekinif out « bare living with a wife and 
two children. Without in any way 
generalising on this complicateri subject, 
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be would he able to find out for htxuBelf 
how Bombay has been built without 
juiy plan at atl« and that in a most hnp* 
bayard manner defying all rules of light 
mid air. 

The advent of Professor Gedde^^ is 
cordially w'etcomed by " Sandy Seventy ** 
however much the official® tnav look 
askance at hb mission and lib outspoken 
iriows. The bureaucracy of official archi¬ 
tects and engmeets are no better than 
their brothers oi the civil administra¬ 
tion. All the same hb lectures are 
snre to be listened to with attention by 
our unofficial sanitarians ivho wisli to see 
Bombay regenerated, and the scores 
of insanitary slnms replaccsi by dwell¬ 
ing!} fit for poor human tty without any 
of the lads of die so-called Improvement 
Tnist, which need's itseli tobeimprov'ed 
off the face of Bombay if any real solid 
advance is to be made in town planning 
in the best acceptation ot the term. 


A Bird’s Eye View'. 

ileanwhile it may f-e rostnictivc 
to have a bird's eye survey <d the pupu^ 
iatk>n and the comrlitton of bouses m 
tlie town. It h rclatecl by our earliest 
chroniclers that a* far back as t66i (lie 
town and island of Bombay numbered 
Just 10,000 souls. But hy 1675. the 
number acirording to that faithful 
tnivell^T Fiy^, just sis tiui® ^ 
many, consisting of a handfut of pure 
Portuguese bloofj, T(q*us*S 5 ot Ind^ 
Portuguese, of nstive Christians, kunbis 
or agricttltudsts and the iki-ressed class 
of dbeds There was also a sprioJiliug 
of filatiomedans at Afahiru. that place 
being the stnjng'boJd of the Islamites 
from the verj' first occupation of ifie 
town, m the thirteenth centurv. There 
were a few of the Probhu cftlony. tliat 
sect being, the literates of the day. In 
those very early days, it is not known 
whether any Par?d colony lived in 
Bombay. 
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Th€ Pifst t>ttrsn 


Uut tii^ records that one 

Uiirabii Ntuittbhiiy lesided ami tramsact- 
cd husanesii witii the indi^ainus jiopitla- 
tinn oa beludt of the PoxtUgiieac^ liavlUjf 
been a re^ulofit fmm 1640 d<>ivnwiud£. 
Thia ^ilitiirv- s^ectmen of enteipriiOiiK 
FiiTiii imtnantty desexvea to live down in 
Plural history, aeeing tvhai a factotum 
hi; wii 6 <>f the PorUlgQ<^ tKcopicra of 
BotnlKiy iinnr to iU pu.ssii^e to tlic 
British But ^mpgc to say by 1715, 
fli! cording to iui other cansna chruniclcrt 
ReV^end Rlduirti Cohiie« the i>opil- 
lutinii had dwindled down to l6«<i<i^>, 
01 a little umre thmi tlie population 
oilhhi. The Cannes have beat attnbut- 
eri to divers events of that pethxl 
Pirai:^' cm the Hombay ociast, both by 
the Anglian- and the HopJas^ was rife. 
ThLS tiad Uie effect of flattering tlie 
dovecots of many humble lesidents, 
ognculturhim as well 05 traders. Where 
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life (Uid yrop«rt>* were imsate it wa© in* 
advisable to stay. That: has tiecni the 
law of life. And in obetlience tiut 
iaw a eonsJdeiBbl** inignitJiiii itjokj/luce 
iiilojid. thns denuding Hnnibaj’, Nrrt 
tlie pestilential jnarslies for Whieh Bom¬ 
bay had isinicd an nneviabJe mune and 
fame from the days nf tlanna ds: Orta 
and beTore hint ■nrete another contribut¬ 
ing ran ^ to the h^ira of the popnlatJan 
elsewhMe. lastly, there was the trade 
Ttvflliy. Bomljay mnstliave iicen in a 
parUiUs c<uiditwai in 1715. when the lirst 
Hanoverian sovereign was on the fhrtme 
of Hngland, 10 liave Jed to sndi a Hight 
of the population But there was an* 
other wrnre. this time of a llowiiig and 
not ebbii^ character. And it v clmmi- 
ded that in 1744 the population rose 
to yo.Qooi. Mere we have fclte <^posite 
condittrois to account for th** rise. 
Peace, which came with the contend¬ 
ing faction ol the trading companks* 
was prevalentt the cement liaving be^ 
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bi'fHtglit liy ot Bassein, ^hct* 

was a druin from tlwj mainifliKl liflclc to 
Bctmbay wUich was slowly <lcvel{}[>iiig 
as a trade centre, tboagh her iiotefi- 
tial greatnesb wa^ stUJ in embryo. 
Baiiias. BliatULS Shenvi Biahmins and 
Farsb, all peaceful and trading tiuoi, 
fliicked here. As yet the coloaiy 4>f the, 
last iiamc*(l was ^arse- But it is re* 
corded that another Parsi by* tiiune 
RiiBtomji Dorabj* was resident, and 
such was his prwer of organisation and 
such his prowess that he held the 
proud' official Iiosition of the great 
Patd of Bombay, a kind t>f ur!>aD 
prefect Cowasii Patel Street, still kee^ 
bis tneiuor;' gjrecn as chefisbed by his 
iromediat? descendants 

The Firsl at the Wadias 

Then there came also on the scene 
in the wake of the shiiibuilding 
yardat ApoUo Bimder. already describ¬ 
ed, Low)i Niisserwaiiji Wadia. the first 


of a long line of illustrious naval archi¬ 
tects who stJteod their iame to distant 
England where the Adnuralty fully 
aiilUiKiated their worth, Lasth* to Hmsli. 
the eighteenth century popiilattoD of 
Eoiitba)\ it may be observed that in 
xySo, there was a famine of food graiti& 
The autlioritics were necesisarily led into • 
ascertaining the population in order 
to discover whether the grain imported, 
suthced to feed the residents. Tlie Coni- 
niittec appointed for the purpose roughiy 
efUtatated it at one lakli. Porbes ccmi- 
firmed it in 1784, saying the tide of the 
people from the mainland was stiff 
moving on faster to the ^diores of B<iin> 
bay w'ich its Pax Brtttanica and e^an^ 
ii^ trade. Thus, between when 

the pot}ulatian numbered 10,000 and 
1800 when It was one lakh, the How 
was with one arrest, c'.mtinuoiis and 
satisfactory. 
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, ctiATTEa XXIX-— A 

POPUU4*m!>N AKD OLD TDIH 
HOUSES. 

T H'R of tlie iiinctecjith. 

LH'of ufy tfni.-i fouiui Bainbay 
-a fjf a hitiidred tJtooannd 

while a buKclrcd rears later it swelled to 
ten times that number. But it uiay be 
iiiterestrng to mark tlic iuterv^hig 
epochs wUicb sbowed a striktjijj irrowth- 
II so liappened. however, that hy r8i.»6 
a kind of rough Lensus estimateii it at 
two lakhs. Htiw far i t was even airjjm*- 
imotely correct is now of no ^itecial 
interest. But there ia no doubt of tire 
fact that, owing to a severe famine in 
i8d 2 apart uf the iamiidiiug pop illation 
from the mainland gravitated to the 
xapital cityj—a phenomenon not un¬ 
common. seeing that during three 
severest famines of our own day thou- 
oands flocked as refugees to get food 
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fi-nn tlh* -riisfricts stricken with faminf:, 
lo r$7<i, anU in iS^hk fejntliay 

kDowBtoitsi.'OSt hovs' the famme-^tjckcn 
crti\vf]«Ll inti> the city aud invaderf :ili 
4i>tt¥ of %'acaiit places aiid even 
for shelter and food. It is on leeutd 
tliut fannne fever then greaTly rageii; 
we misin iii Dr, \'ahdyke Cartff. 
an bacteriologist, when bacteriology 
was still in its faifancy, discovered whiit 
has been known as the siirrihuni fes’cr 
niio'Olie ih many of the stan'ing. There 
were many sdetmts to tbat famine 
disease which tunlctlLtedly aggravated 
the total mortality of that year, i^o 
too in 1^1), aar] 189^. Ihtt the laminc 
stricken were greatly oftaid of ilie plague. 
Hmvever. the inHux in iJicMi wns Urge 
ciiimgh and liglitiy m wrongly estimate' 
ed at two lakhs Of tJtese two 
hmidred thousand, it w’ns r&ateri by a 
Krs, Gralmtn in 1809, that the Panaa 
numbered 6,000 to S.ooo, which is 
a remarkable immigration Irum their 


orthodox strongholds of Surat, Nflvsarv 
Ilillimora aiid Gui]de\i, Tlie Jew's* 
then also swelling likr^ the Parsis, were 
reckoned at alxmt xooa to 4,000. The 
bulk of thept^ulatton consisted of liiflmn 
Cliritians. decendants of tlte original 
Portuguese, and Hindus of ad castes. 

A Trulf Co&mopoliton Populaltou. 

Xn Captain Hall of the Royal 

Navy, according to the Gazetteer, 
observed as foliow's : " BiJtubay h^ng 

the only perfectly sectire £|jot In that 
quarter of IiKhn. had drawn to it iii tlie 
course of years nuuiy of the native 
inhabitants together with much of the 
wealth of the adjacent countries. Rach 
year brought more wealthy set tiers 
and every tiea breeze wafted into the 
crowded harbour of Bontbay sh^ of 
every i»ort from China to I'ciu/' He 
iiowe\'er, is more modest and tilerefore 
more reliable In the estimate he formed 
of the population vrhtch was 160,000. 
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But it is reasonable tf>j?uppnse. wen from 
theanalog> «t to-rlay, that iluring a 
brief period of great commercial activity 
or some physical cause or another, the 
poimlation swcUed and reached two 
laklis. Bo we not see every year Jif)W 
when trade is active in the bu^‘ season 
people from the aoulh and north, esj 3 C- 
cially the Patlians, the Afghans and 
others, throtrg to our markets- Then look 
at tJie nmtjber of Arab and Somali and 
otiier Malioniedan mariners, crews of 
buglows from Sluscaii Mnkalla, Aden, 
Basra and Zunatbar whti are to be 
atieii in targe ntiinbers at oitr fiocks and 
more distant bmider-s. Is it uot Jittrallj 
true that in modern Bomba)' we witness 
a truly cosmopolitan pcipttlation in which 
every nathuialit) is represented, not only 
ftiun Cliina hut from Japan on the easti 
and from BrarJl Kexict*, California 
and San Frtuisisco on the West ? So that 
tlie gallant Captain of the Royal Navy 
of tSi2 anchoring in Bombay waa 
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*1 most fiiitltfiij (Jifompljfti' of tT}^ 
4if tluit %‘^f. In t6i 3 Lhere 
wfis a ccnsu? i^f tlic jioiralHtm re^idijif 
wftiiin tht walls of t!ie Fori. U niunbct- 
c<l ict.Soi. Of tlieifi, according to the 
official recttrtL 250 wert KngliaU. 

Fatsb. .(.061 Hmchjs. Moors. 146 
Foftagricw (uid 103 .^Vnncniam. 'fliis is 
a most btarestbg census of the Fort 
I: ts evident that the trading Fmsb 
tveii eatnlilished were the strongest in 
namlwr, Their in China and 

dsew'htrc attracted them to n<ar the 
harbour. ^Vnd, having reg-ard to the 
fact chat the prineiiml traders were 
alio brokers to the great Furojxaii 
banking bouses and Sraw of the day, 
tlie numerical superiontj' of the Pai^ 
in the Fort is quite intelligible. There 
Were the great Cliina merchants, the 
Banajls, the Hadys, the Read>'iiioneys 
and » forth. Then, as the Parsis 
were also contractors for the Commifi- 
aatiat and otlier army stores, like 


412 


the VachagandJib and thr 51 irolfs 
(the £t>rb«ira Mnnockji Cuisetji} 
thev congregated in tlw Frui and the 
wealthier lived ver>' near the Etun- 
pean morclumts* offices, the Cnvenitti^h 
officer, the CnsLoniR Hcitsc and the 
Town Barracks. 

Otd Time Hodivi 

The town houses of those cenlury- . 
dd trader? stiU starid. esjiechUh- the 
house of the Dadys, at the s^juth end 
of Oowasji Patel Street, just i^iq^tc 
the Hongkong Bank. That lui«.'*e to-day 
is well-uigh r50 5'eaEK old and i& worth 
being inspecced by our distinguished 
town planner. 3 Wtt. Geddes, only to learn 
how anbftantiidly houses were built 
in those days and what the arclittecfe 
nf the times> mostly Parsis, did by way 
of structural arrangements for light and 
fttr. spacious chmek in the ntiddle 
of the rich Parsi houses was a si»r qm 
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non anct next a well attd water tank to 
provide theniselvea with a fair sTi|>pH’ 
of water during the periodic water fantiue 
of the annual sujmner- These wetla 
serv'ed not oril>' for firdinary purposes 
but for relig-itms ones also. Himee it is 
tliat in die Fort almost every wdl- 
to-ilo Parsi house had a well. But hj' 
tlnise <iays the dnieal sanitariaat, and 
the empiric hacteriologist were not bom. 
Ami there were no Cadells tmd Turners 
^ Aec to air their unverilied stories 
of malaria Tiearing insects to vex the 
»nil of the ortiifhlox, male and female. 
A true and authentic history of wells 
in Homlrny wotiltJ indec^l be a great 
e>eopener, and tvell may a comnus- 
fihm be appointed to impartially mvcsti- 
gate how for it is expedient to close 
all vveUs and verify the unsubstantiated 
ex|iedieiits of the esccutive officers, 
amed with a municii>aJ bludgeon. 
Despite the dosing of hundreds 
<jf wells during the last few yeare. 


suUaria is adrift as ever^ wMch 
dcariy indicates the etnpiridsm the 
bartenologists as to naalaiia welts. 

Of course, the Hindus, generally 
a poor populiition, ^read outside 
Hic Fort walls. There were some rich 
Banias Uvinjj in the Fort, descendajits 
of whom may yet Ijc seen in the Rtipji 
Man or das Street and Uie Bazaigate 
Street. The ancestrtrs of the late Messrs, 
Vurjivandtis and Narotomdas lived in 
the former loeality. 

Beautiful anil Wonderful. 

It is estimated tliat. commencing 
from the Bazargate and going norths 
wards to PareT, tiiere was a population 
of 140,000. Alter tSi4» when the secu- 
rity of life, at the close almost of the 
Peninsular War was great, the mdiix of 
traders like tire Memons, the Cutch^s 
the Khojas, and so on, was steady. They 
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came to settle down 'm Bmidjui* as tmd- 
(KS and veaf swelled poputa- 

tioii. And ticfc we may ^or the priaent 
thtee the chapters, oiiee lurne giving the 
J^Mphie description «f Bumfwy a*-i it 
st iTick Uittt very <ibw.'n-ant Ca^jCain I roll 
who was besides n laitlifnl chiwnklet. 

Wc can ^Nr tttrthirHc m Chinn «? Java 
oi the IlUIIijune Wands or ;iteng the 
Mxdaya Peniasyla orevw in tlieiiitemj 
J'lirts uf India, no singlecaste or dresa 
or cnstoiM m Eorni of supecstitioii nor 
anything tist* belonging peculiarly to 
Kasteni manners which we may riTH 
tvitness in Bombay in ns genmiic imd ap- > 
parently imsti>Iiisticatcd condition as 

«n the jsiiot to whicii it pruiierly beltings 
hi JO minules' walk through tlie bataf 
of Bombay my eats have been strrtcl! 

I>3r the s<cimd of every language tliat f 
fiave heartl in any other part of the 
world, mtered not In comer* uiid liy 
elemiTe, us it were, but iu a lonc and 
mauner ivhich implied that the sr-cakers 


fdr quite at Lomt/' What a faitiiJnl pic^ 
tute and what wtiulct Captain Hajl say 
were he to*diiy to revisit the scenes al'h» 
g]<[»p observations of 1S12-15! Verily, 
B^bar is not only beautiful but 
wcndeiiul. 







Chaftkr xxx—CENSrrs— taking 
during the first ilalf op 
the nineteenth centitry 
habitations of specific com 
anmiTEEs. 

'T»HE next stage to ]>e noticed in 
i the cjiiimeration of the poptUa- 
tim IS that dttriTig the twenties of the 
I9tli centmy, Census-taking was then 
veo- p^itive affair with none of the 
^aiiisation we are now accustomed tv. 
Neither was it possibJe with tlie most 
tiu(>^fect oihetaJ machine to take it on 
H smgle day. Census sdiechiles were 
yet undreamt of and census-marking 
Sind i>locking an unkncmn art. It was 
the old, old way of counting heads at 
Insure hy houses So that it is a fact 
Hint h took in 1826 ftilh' four month* for 
a fresh miumeration after the one of 
say from August to November. The 
results were leisurely prepared -with the 


tortoise-like pace of tiiikse arcadian da>*jH 
So tliat It ^vas ai; late as tliat Afajor 
Jcrvis> a mi>st pri^mineoi name, aseodat' 
ed with assiduity anti e^litcation, gave 
a regime cf it in j839‘4ri in a [tafHrr 
read before the Bombay Geographical 
Society. total tiieii waifione lakh 

fifty-two thousand, induifing a .pVFjm- 
iation hi the harbour of ^0,000 and of 
the military cimtouinent» of 10,000. 
The Parsis hod su'clled if> h.uno in the 
Fort and 4,400 outside the Port, llie 
Hindus toUiled and 

^b,ooo, Of the IfngUsli there wen? 
alioiit cjoo and the Portuguese S.owt, 
But four ycais later 1.4grmuge 

offtinialed tlic numljitr at tvi-o kklis 
and tw'enty.-nme thousand while in 
it increased by abmtt 7,ooc» more. 
In 1846. Bombay—, thanks to a more 
ordedy admin istratioi] an<l a peaceful 
expansion of trade, tioaiited of five lakhs 
and a lialf. Titus li*>‘ the middle of tlie 
nineteenth'’ century Bonthay had 11 early 


tfuinttiplcd tier |io]suIatt(>it. Sbc was 
also uJjIt* C£* m^Lke distuiL't jirosjres® 
ill liof <and wjamnercc. ot vi-hieh 

a [leal tatcf <iiv. SitfTiCt* il tci say 

that tJie firet statutiH?' Ccnjros was 
;Ake» aftax when an Ad 

But cs’feii at Umt ptrif.-d 
such was the conscr^’atiem »>r uerv'trtifl^ 
nesi of tlu‘ fntiul lorcfs- hi L^adeuJuill 
IB Ijontloii, tlie amirust Bdunl 
0! tl»t East Indian Cfitniuiny. that Mid* 
vdioitetiUy opiMWcd tlic Coitsus Act! 
i:ut tliey had an enlightened and tena- 
cioii^ niter of Ikwnbay in tlie > 'f 

Sit Banie Fxyie, wha. as Uw Shitrap m 
thv sfxn. knew irUimtdy better i^ hy 
II Ceiisuii! wTvs WMited that) tb^ juith^uat- 
t»t f&sFib of lUnidon. Sir Dortle was an 
tmlight^cd Tartar and wa^ ttierefore ai de 
ti* carry the day with him. Now, it hwji- 
]»e)t<Hi Uiat. ovvinu to the Atrtcrican Civil 
AVai‘. there had begun tJie tide of inuniera- 
lion from IJie intciwr for the puri'«=o^ 
of truding in cotton which by iSOj had. 




altc^cty fttadwti iiiii»r<icisd<iiitcil cjqjort?*. 

tijifliiciftt specttliiti* *0 
wliidi f\»U(iwe*l m itft tmsn brouplft: 4 
jnudi Satgcr tnimlMsi ol peoj-lt: from tiiv 
fnufuH^, alt intent on 
bcvHMtfl iJit: drcanui avarW- Tlity 
y pul T the Goddess diAHciitg 
iU the city; so thej’ niti5t at once T^p 
a neb bATvest of jptld. ‘-Malte Iwy while 
thesnn shin^" isuuuhrersolpi^oveft*. and 
the wisdfJin of die paf^ai or oW 
fied in tbe prtinfladnn which gravitm^d 
tq Bombtty. Morten- was simply tltmi.n 
into the lap. tliey hwi to gather it 
and <iwekb- hie away to iheii nadre 
liomc. tlionUs to the great i ioldeii Calf 
whom flii then wonthipT^ed -ih tlic ptr» 
son of Preinchand Royndmiid. 

\ Populalion of oearly i Million* 

Dr, heith was ftitjioint.erl the Cor^-Us 
Officer and his entinuifatioii gave a 
latiuD of 5j64,ooo souls- It was no 
doubt a tittle imtcoinite, but all tlie saute 


cbt; inflox into the city truin outsdtk^ 
could not have l*een even less than two 
lakhs of souls dtiring the hed^ht of the 
^ttidilation iiutnta. It ma)*' he useful to 
remember tltal the sUipyiiig had greatly 
tnereased, Argomes after atgoaics en¬ 
tered and depsiittti- Ring Cotton was 
supreme and the oonve>-anee cd Uie 
mw staple to Uverpttol made a. great 
iieniond on the shipowners of Rnglantl ; 
while, thanks to the^same sovereign loitl 
imjjorts of enormous quantities of bub 
lion tiad to come as the net profits of the 
great cotton mcrchantSj, besides heavj' 
h«|; Kilts oi I^mcashiie goiKis and other 
l‘ngUsh coxtuuoditlcs. That shiijping 
the hailKJur. tiic middle ground, 
bve w'ith skippersJ|anti the gallant. 

those hearts of oak,” who^ 
sneoesiors duriug the recent four y^aj‘5 
bl'ickade of the North fbai were so 
tnumphant, fcetiJing at bay the IlunS 
who would Imve Europe kiietliiig at 
then feet. Sti that it is not at all 
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Bttrprising that there were as many aa 
52^000 sfcuncn afloat in Mbdy Bay, 

There were at the time 25,994 
hinise^- The town which then largely 
coanprised the Market. Doongri, Dholn 
Talaf) and Gitgaum was thicfclj* crowded, 
tiioogh the thrt*c and four storied tail 
hfotses of oviT were to he otsu 

here and there only and connicd on mie's 
fingtirs The ofiiciul dwonicler has ob¬ 
served that in thutsc dense qoarters 
there lived fwm 3.yi to 9-42 iamilies 
in tire two storied btiildings, WTiile 
the number of j>ersotis rajiged in each 
bouse from 39 to S3. 

4 Contrist wilh To-day. 

Wltat a contrast the residentiai 
quartern vf the flfties are with 
those of to-da\ . In the hrsi place, 
it should be remratibered that thn 
tight Uttle island Iveshg Gctrenidy limit¬ 
ed in area, it was not then more than i& 


square irul^s, the fveaple dtiief to 
sjrreaci tliemselveft lotenilly or verticfllly 
Excej>t in the Port, which wa^^ as uow< 
the centra iif a]l batiJdii^ unci iiicreaiitite. 
biiaiiiese, the ^farket, Bliuitishwar and 
Mandvi, wliidi were al!»i the liiviA fd a 
]nT^t! inland trtute. hmt^^s in ihtfsc 
Iticvilities gfin^ gciicfally to 

a graunrf iloor and twi ^ttirics. No 
d«ml>t in caeh section there ivcie 
htjuscs of tJiiw stories, htit iinly n 
Klsewheiv the jtuptilfltHjm generally 
sfiiead trill lutCfalU'- There a’lis more 
elhou' room in the fifties foi inch spread 
than with the existuig Increased arm tjf 
over ta mik'S. (>eiiig jirtnapally rcctaimod 
ground Iktver Eurojicans, Uiaii Jei the 
commencement of the cghritj-, had lived 
in the Fort. The prntnt,ial merchants and 
their assistants hvwl at Bycolltt, Maxa- 
gaoii and Sewri, which were oliisolutcly 
suburban and presenterj none ol the 
hideous sights of on inteniiinable range 
of tall chawLs of an insanitaiy character. 





Thcsi* mitUInZ subnrb? were all Tierdaiit 
and theic w^^re ^Iftcbed vUUif whiac 
the ebt# of Kur<»jpeHn community 
rcsifletl Tiw i'-»ovt'nior and hi& C-nn- 
clUor^; mil tJie j udges tmits Or Iv*^ Vtved 
in tbe vie^Y oJ thu l>flVomfieGl liiae* 
rtl I^attsl Bute and there yon 
viffitijjes oI tht did 
which iliat cojnnwraity 
winihl gH-t h lair Mea iJ tiic.U>cflhty 
Ih^r jiecrininuidfttjcai, 
villas ore Efooc BeUveeii fndtistrialisia 
null jeny atnlclUi'e ihc subiifhit have 
been swejiL Bway. the mml piitmlalioii 
has hoeji dnvcii iroTtliwnritSi ursi fiuiii 
Imdar. later «ii frwi Maliim aiifl Itudily 
trom Bnndfmi. Xlutunga a marks’ 
theld where only rfei niltivatiiin was 
practise 

The Various Ccmniunities? 

■ 

Ii was nut ciU iHfci, generally after 
1864, that Malabar tllll began to be 
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wdl p€fi>uIatetL The reiuautiiijr in7i>ii- 
lation ill die Fort, i^jccially ilm north, 
WBiv ocrttpiei} by Farsi tncfcltantt and 
trailens, die KaptjJe Banias, men of tbo 
rank ao*i wealth of Mangaldas Natlmo- 
bhoy and Viir)i\'andfls MadhoviTjas, lived 
here and there in ceittrat town hmi^es 
which ^ull ataml were the 

weal tin* Bhatias who resirtod in Baioi^ 
gate Street and in old l^fbdy Street 
lytiiB purallid vo die liaifl, hi LIjc direc- 
ihm of 3 ifody Bay, Ctictildas Tejpal, 
i>>citliia5 I JJadliar Pasta, i^liatao 
ji, Jlvmj Baloo. Jaitum ricw'ji and 5uch 
occM|fied the B:uaigate Street, from the 
north did as far as the Pajiii Agiaty 
Street, soiitli. In Holee Cbiikla ni !y> 
the popwlatioii Wits Bbattia, This 
extended as iat as Pacsi Finnut Street, 
near the end of ddta I^ane. Gemerically 
it was known as ** BUottia Wad.*' 
The *' Bhartia Bag " in Fort Street, now 
renovated and rechristened " Vtctoria 
Pluce^* was so called because 
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its smith tiic Blmtm ptijiulotion gr^tly 
preiJonderated w^hcii the "bag" 
called was first built iw the later part 
of the sijrtics- fexv Dch Aiabs, Moguls 
amJ Borahs lived in old ilody Street, 
somewhere from thelocality where an old 
Musjid stands at the comet <rf Cl^a 
Street. The Arabs Iiad a ‘ Kava 
Khatm ■' there. Tke>* wttre inostU* horse 
di^alcrs, hin oi a higlilF i:«speclable ant 
wealthy das? It was on diis account 
that tlie Cbaiui Street is more commonly 
known as K«vti Khana" lute 
Among the ISorahA Tayobji, the 
fatljer of the late Mr. Badnidiii and 
his brotlicffi, lived In old Mody Street* 
And amither roap^^ablc Boiah. then 
trading with China, was Mr. Ebrahim 
I^oo^ooduI who had his business place m 
Bazargate Street, facing west, at the 
south corner of ‘‘Cbaua Str*^-' A 
microscopic colony of Bt^dad Jews, of 
whom, of course, the late Mr. David 
Sassoon was the most pronunent, hved 
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in Militao’ Si|iuiro ari4 itH vidnity 
m tf>e Soutlienj Ftirti Tims, witUe 
tlie iiouthcm Fort occnpii-d 

by the Kojflisli flans nf wfkoii the Forbe*' 
the Remingtum. the Uialuims. the 
Grt^s, the iHjel Cas^ek. und othci^ were 
niiisi ccmqiicuous. the NatUiisni F«ft 
fnmi Cliutchgate Strm rmtl Town riaJ 
was ahiioHi wholb* ocoipicd by 
■|W4 rich Banias nml Btiuitka. A» to 
!he hottses thtn* were over two 

tbmesi but lUc mib i>«aiharitj‘ wio. tlwt 
eacli and hU had. high plintlja. ni>( Icsf^ 
linuJ 3 or ^ fed high, ajjfi eadi house had 
its veraiifUib or otk, whde the interictr 
Iwd thch open plftees for light and 
venlilution called " diowks." Sq the 
tuwn-plajincrs and the buiideift <d LhtMe 
day?! though unsciEijtific, knew bettier 
hosv to tiave light mid air than j'onr 
modern Improyanent Trust, 
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CriAPTeR XXXI-—Tltlx iEPOCK-XrAK.- 
INC FEI^Tn^S CRKAT lilT^NTa 
ANP ENJSrm-TTONS. 


T iU:, liltlc: ill Bcmbay mar !)e 
said, in luive been memornhlc in 
nv<>re wnyB tbmi Xtrt <jiiJy T'as tins 

prtliulatinii Inweamiig i>»t wiiii 

cOTifltiies was eaqiaiicUiiK' the 
two greet ttuiiV. taUwreys were 
ning to ptifiU fofw.ud, while (ivert'omtog 
greet physicei by land twid 

sen. tlie tits? financml iii£tiflitk'iii& tindc# 
fai^igiitwl men oi biifstiisss were biuug 

ijviaj the first cotton factory 
wa» well totmric^l, while all aiomifi tlicie 
*■ were eticouragiiig Sj^ntptaiaa of her 

growing greatness oitd importance. Ke- 
csiUuig tile many stirring events of tliat 
eventful decade, the wtiter eaunot tielji 
ubsemng tliat lo Ms btgiali inteliigeaicc 
^ the city seemetl to be itgU>\v with busy 

life. Ttiere was obottl lier nothing of 
the Sleejiy Hollow of many an old and 
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^cmservative Indiati town. There 
none of the Eastern torpor^ none of t!ie 
Eastern leisurely, nay dilatory', way 
of going about, none of tiiat decrepitude 
which was fast stealing over tlie 
trades, mctustilcs and enterprise else' 
where. Xhana. Calian, Surat,. Bniodt, 
—all seeioed to lie so many diiulcm's of 
medieval greatness, mere echoes of a 
decafle of centuries tmrierl in oblivion. 
Bombay was brisk and bright Life 
was active. Idfc was earnest. Tlie 
Fort wns even tn tltuse rlaya a huge 
beehive. And so was the beatt of the 
town, notably the Market. Moom- 
badevi, BlnilesUwar and Girgaum. 

Lt>oalK' the commencement of the 
decade f 1850-bo) mnst hove lieen hiil 
of the liighest signihennee to the rtiling 
elders and tlie elderh' Indian pcpulatioii. 
There was to 1>e noticed that novel 
system orf locomotion,—a steam engine 
in front puffing and emitting a suflocat- 
ing ^moke. and a few carriagesjbeing 
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dtBggcd alojig in its train on rails. 
It was tht! wonder of the- wpriti of Boiii^ 
I can recall to my mind evento- 
dav tlic scene wliicli was vividK’ impnjss- 
ert on my memory ae I stoofl midrt an 
adntiriugcrowd, a fevv yards fropj the old 
level CTtTSsing at BycuMa (just near the 
southern siTur of the Neshit Rfiad over- 
bridge) as the first train was i4ni«ne<l 
for passenger traffic to a short distance. 
The railway was a new impression and 
a new disjtensation, the unlimited 
jKutentiiiUt^’ of which for tinix*ersal 
beneficence was. o4 course, tmthiiifcahile 
to my boj'KiJi imagiiiatioii. Only there 
was a very pleasant feding akin to a 
sensation that tm that eventful tT-toiing 
day something Titanic was seen passing 
over a ctovvded port of Btmihay* 

The First llaloonish 

But if our first tiny railway train 
gave us sf> many pleasurable memoribi 
not yet effaced, what is to be said about 


another memnrshle far ifurpossinit 
tUi.' railwny wUirrli cit>'=5eti lUi^ sitntl of 
til*: ijo>' of S. It wjis B. tiuji»reiidcnt 
aUHTtediLt Hyeuiiii by u ^ifr- Kyiff, 
the llr?t b;tJl'KUlIst 1 Flight in the 

WTtai may lie iliat, hiiivhks which 
coiiUI cniilile <iae to iniijijTertn 

hoigift:. cltavc the iiir lilt in & few 

miimte!*’ time it spe*i rr^wird iind mi* 
tvufd on iht ethescu! showing 

only as a speck ua It hisdwt: 1 

Wuiuferfu) t The boj-ish awImtiAmcfit 
aitipass^l the wondei with which Uic 
liist railway train was viewed Wlioi 
was the t>alo<m !fc«i f Wlty, wiDJiiwlK^c 
frum the place whcfe now s»fU»d Uie 
stately Victoria nnd Albert Mostnim 
anil the smiliiijf and all-encirc!hi|t 
Victoria i^anlcttS' It wa^ then n vamiit 
suburbau she allcitrted to tlie grass 
rlei*lers of Bombay to stack their bar 
These were little tullocks of 
packed and pilc^d close to ca£:]i otlier 
lot well utgb half a mile, just «*; one 
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Bees to-daV in burning son of itay 
thousands of cotton bales stacked on tUe 
Colaba Green. All Bombay and ite 
?^ife in their hundreds and tbousuios 

had turned out from all points of the 
eompasa to view this new fairylike thing. 
The owners of the haystacks must have 
les^^ed a rich harvest of nJi>ce 3 for 
Admitting private families to stand or 
sit at the toi>, wait for two or three 
htmiu to enjoy the scene all ajOttUd aUd 
specially to view the baloon in 
uear distance on the ground movmg 
to and fro as the aeronaut was Inflating 
it with gas. To our boyials sight this 
process of inflation was an unextiiiguiab' 
able delight As it moved to and tro, 
while yet captive, every five minutefi, 
there would be a buzz and hum from 
hundreds of Ups. " See. see. how it rocks 
and plaj-s." " Ah. now it is distending. 

" See, sU how it is bulging puffing " 
And «» on. ad infinUum, till the strmg 
wis cut and Mr. Kyte flew into the air 
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midst the hurrahs and huzzas of 
thimsands of throats wf the amazed and 
delighted ^cctatOTS. Mr, Kyte was to be 
seen waving his white hartderfcdiief as 
tiiey histiJy clieered hinL Tlje asctsit was 
in the oftfunocm. Thete weie Utree or 
four more ascents as Uie first was not 
successful owing to higli winds, and tliey 
say the bnlooii landed somewbcre on the 
opiweite ci>ast of Thana or I.Jrttn* liow- 
cvcr, the sight of the first belooti which 
ever ascended the azure sky of Boinliay 
is still vivid in my memory. It was 
the wonder of wonders and the talk 
of every unit for many a day. Some 
vetBifier of the day commemorated in 
rhyme tlie praise of the valiant Kyte 
wlio soared like the eagle upwards to 
reach the heavens I 

As to the uiunLstakahJe expansion 
ol foreign trade a separate chapter is 
devoted in the sequel. But tneauwliile 
it may be observed here that Lord 
Elphinstone was the Clwemor of Bombav 
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for ftUly sievcai years of the 
And in replying to the valetiietory 
address presented to bini by tl«r CJvBtn- 
ber of Copunercc on tiu: eve of tlu; 
rclinquishmenT. of In's high office he borv 
ample testimony to the growth of the 
Bombay foreigit trade and paid his 
tribute oi admiration to tlvat body f'»r 
its commercial sagadty and mercantile 
enterprise. 

Ecanomfc Develop men Is. 

But the fifties witnessed two «tber 
grciit ccoiuunic developments. Or rather, 
to be more accurate, two othm founda¬ 
tions were laid in that decade for tlie 
greater financial facilities which tlte; 
increasing commerce of Boinhay uii- 
peiioualy dtatumdcfl and for themstitu- 
ttoo ^jf a new induatry which since thcjt 
has grown to such enormous ximijai- 
tkms cnlniinating in the gratifying 
prosperity of thedty and tlm Presidency- 
No doubt, the Bout of Bombay about 
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wiijch more later aa, was established 
■n ih4i. Mure or less it fairly served 
the financial needs of Bombay mereuntile 
men. But it was dearly discerned that 
a single monetary instittttion conld not 
adequately meet the growing require^ 
mentS- There were also private bank¬ 
ers like the Ftirbes and the Remingtons 
Still the need was great, so that in the 
early fifties the enterprise of some Farsi 
gcntlemtuv notably the Ciuiuis, with 
tJie oo-operadun of Mr, Cowasji Nana- 
bhoy Davar. started what was long 
ktUTwn as the Chartered Mercandle 
Bank of liidia. hondon and China, which, 
as the reconstructed Mercantile Bank is 
still tiourishing among us, after having 
wcatliefdl more than one severe crisis 
in its onward destiny. Tlie Oriental 
Bank, once a '* pillar of gold/' and the 
" Commercial Bank/’ both '' chartercd " 
in the legal sense of the term^ folliiwed. 
The uprising of diese bankiiig institu¬ 
tions.—they were mostly Swadeshi,” 
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—ba^ on soiind banlcmg yrindples, 
under the moat trained. experJdiced and 
careful European management, was a 
sure sign of the steady e^qtaudon of Bom¬ 
bay's inland and foreign trade. And the 
£rst promoters aaid directors oi all the 
banks were the great pioneers of those 
which a few years later ^rang up hte 
mushicom awhile and flouri^ed during 
the golden days of the s|>ecalation of 
1863-64. 

As to the first cotton mill it has 
already been previously observed that 
tt its ori^Ui tio tht; 
and enterprise of Mr* Cowuaji Mana- 
bhoy I>av4r, who may well be 

called the Titta of the fifties. It is a 
curiiius coinmdence that a ismalL cotton 
mill wa.s established alJout the same 
(1854-53 ) hr Broach by a Lancashire 
man named Landon, the same which 
came to be later tomwn as the Bnach 
Cotton Spinning and Weaving Company 
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under the tnanagenicnt: cif Site4sr& 
Orciftv^ Ctitton &itd C(>, There sur^'ived 
till recently h Paisi octt^getiariiift, 
Pardtmji Mimsif. in Droadv whe iva» the 
ftcat carder ol tliat factorr, 

A areal Civic Puiilii; Wtifk, 

Lastly, a great dvk imUIic wnrlc 
was also nccomplisht.tj aljout the dose 
of the fifties. The Vclmr water-wnrhs 
proiet'tctl in became an areom- 

pUshed fact and the first waters of a 
few thmisand gallons were intTodneed 
initj the city in 1^(58-59, though the fiist 
swl gf the works was tnmed as early 
as January 4836, by India's last Qover- 
iiof lateral and the first Vtcaoy and 
fJovernor-Oenetali I!^>rd Canning, But 
Hie history of the sturjily of pxtre pota¬ 
ble water hi the fifties deserves to lie 
seitaiatelynarratw. 1 . So far, however, the 
reader will have noticed from the fore¬ 
going events recorded that the fiftiis of 
the nineteenth centiity' was a snctnurhble 


|K!:nod b the annuals of nui dty'. It 
was epocli-making In mam’ rcspe<^ 
The early beginnini^ of new Uambii^. 
tlic hl^way<^ Asia, tnu^ l>e reckoned 
from that ^a. 


CiiAPTER XXXII.— GREAT FIXUS OF 
iao 3 WATER FAMINE AKD EX* 
TENSIVE CONSTOUCTION OF 
WEU^ ASfD TANKS. HEAVY 
CHOLERA MDRTAIJTY OWING 
TO FOUL WATER. 

I T iuiH beeai previoiialy observed that 
one of the greatest sanitary evfl-s 
from which the Town and Island uf 
Eombay lamentably suffeicd was the 
himhkiciicy of tlie supply of potalde 
water daring the arniaol summer season. 
In the fifties the dthitins of tlie d®^, 
along with the firn'emment, were keenly 
alive to the imperative necessity of 
femoving that evil, having regard to 
the grievous fact that the impurity of 
driukaldc water was the prime cause 
of the terrible annual mortality of over 
two thousand peojiU ou an averr^^ 
fiom cholera, and ol as many as over 
4,000 durmg the years Jof^^idemic of 


lliat feU disease. It is now sixty years 
linoe the Vehar water was introduced 
into Bombay, while two other suiiply 
have l>ec3i ijnpptcmcnted. at a cost oi 
two crores rupees. But the cry of 
tiw- insufficMsicy oi water is still loudly 
heaixl in the haU of the Gorporation 
while it is Untorinus the prolonged wai 
«r the poorest of the masses ior 
water whenevca* imhajipil}' breakdowi^ 
occur in rhe mains* At such Jimes it 
becoones most difficult and distr<sisijig 
for these ivaif.'^ and strays of JuBnanity 
to obtaui the fir^ necessity of life at Uie 
xtcaiest public tap fmtu their dwelling 
places^ It ma y, tlicrefore. be realised 
how the inliabilants of tlie toivii must 
have sidleied eadi rninmer from the 
ftanine of water alt throughout the 
first two centuries say. from the tiate uf 
theocfiuisitiou ut Bombay Ly the British. 
No doubt, till the boning of the nine- 
teentli ooitur^*, tiie population ot the 
iriatid was even less than a lakli of souls 
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aiui, thcrefoit. tlie. sciLTcitj* coukt fiul 
bavfe bcdl so litejily felt as tt was aftcf 
Mojiy indeccl are the stray 
of obsenvint citiKCans ond travei- 
lct& wludi us ijf this woeful inade* 
(lUaej’ of water. It is efiucciv- 

uble Therefore bow the citj- fared wbcu 
such A calautity as a fire i+iok place b 
tlKise (lays of primitive appliances and 
baekwurd civilisation. In cmv of tlie 
earli«it chapters of these TeooUectkms 
it bus been recorcled Low a jjrcat 
lire overtoofc (be Fwt on the 17th 
Fcliniaiy% and rax-aged nhiiVii^ the 
entire iiorl:b-<aLStern part as far as the 
Bazaigate Street. Jonathan [hmaur 
was the Governor of Bombay and re¬ 
sided not ven- Jar from llic scene of Uial 
calanutons occtmenoe. The Old Secret 
lariat v^■as the gtibem.ttorial residence al 
tbe time, and we van imagine with what 
fedings (jf dismay and regret that great 
ami distingnislied Gi.ivennir niu^ hare 
watched the ravages of that fire white 


to do any mati;^ 
for Its cictlnction, Uio wont til wat«r 
90 great. 

The Great Fire of f803* 

Nothing awoke him 60 much as tlie 
pUght of the afflicted citizens of that 
year to the tieceasit)'^ of 

doing something solid oJul practical for 
a Leasonable and ccmtinuoi^ suiTply of 
water ail tluoughout the season, which, 
sitoulci be adequate not only to meet 
the necessities of dcnnestic' life, but to 
protect life and proiiertj- thiaiuselves 
from ttie conJfloKruticin ol the 
of ldo;x, U may not be tuilntereatiiig' 
here to quote the words nr Jonathan 
Duncan hjmsdf as to that fire, in order 
that the present dtwens of Bombay 
may truly ajiprednte the feelings and 
sentiments of thdr predecessors at the 
beginning nl the nineteenth cemniy 
und the chronic ills from wlucb llugr 
suffered. We of tO'd^'. who are on the 
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whole so wdi served with water, de^ite 
the spasmfidjc wails* of the poorest ^nrl 
the iterce jeremiads of the press and the 
Coiporation. may thank ourselves that 
the catastrophe w'as the real hcgiiming 
of the remedies which were htiatly re- 
solved ution but wliicli like everything 
official in India took another half a cen* 
tury to he fairty realty, I, u in deed 
reinarkablc to l effect upon rhe tortoise 
pace at which so many important awaits 
and things Itave ptogressedr It would 
beat in reality even a cok^asat tortoise 
of tlie Celestial ijovemmeiit at Pekin* 
But here an* the worth of Jonathan 
Xnunmn in die Despatch which he ad- 
dff>ssed to his august masters, the ilon- 
onnilile the Court of Directors of the 
liast Imlia Com})any, in Lotidoui 

“■ So great and violent w’as the oon- 
ffagration Uutt at sunset the deeinicdon 
of cv€T>' hmise in the Fort «ras appre¬ 
hended, The Qaiiu!« 4 firected thdr coniBc 
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in a a(mth-€flst«rlr direction from that 
part of the bazar <n»posite to the Cum¬ 
berland Raveiin quite down to the 
King‘s Barracks. XJuring the whole of 
the day every effort was used to oppc^ 
its progress, but the fierceness of the fire 
driven lapidb* on by the wiiid baffled 
all* attempts * nor did in visibly abate 
till nearly a third part of the town with* 
ill the walls had been consumed-*’ 

The official chronicler or old Bom^ 
bay records that 47 ^ houses, b "ijlacea 
of worshir*.*' and 5 bairocks were des¬ 
troyed Such was the teniblc catas- 
twiphe and though others i>f a similar 
character bad from time to time taken 
place, notably tlie one of 1857. Bombay 
during the last half a century lias never 
known of a conllagration of the char¬ 
acter just described. Ttie LnadeqiUacy 
of the water-supldy in the town at the 
coiumen cement of the nineteenth cct.” 
tiny may therefore IjC well imagined 
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A Happy Cotttrast. 


What a hapjjy wntrast is the con* 
dition at the l>e$ittniiij; <^f the 

twcotieth cenmiy aiid the e<(ui|)ntcfit 
ami preparations of luceting tlie occurr¬ 
ence of eveii the largest iltc. But as 
the>' say f rom ctimietli good and Uie 

first slqt was taken hy Jonathim 
Ihtnvaii to ccmctly the evil iM'fore the 
Jasi emliers of that nppaJUiig occurrence 
Itiifl dietl out Kvents, howe^'ci. as al- 
read>' olisen'ctl, nifived slowly Tlic 
start was nmdcL Hope sprung in the 
breast of the pij]>u)fition of the day, but 
as Lord Bacon observed hope makes 
a i^ood breakfast though not always 
a good diniiw. But the hope that 
something effectual was to be mxm 
taken on haiul satistied a |>cpulauon 
which was patient and contented to 
an exemplary <legrce in striking con¬ 
trast witli the iittpaticiice and discon- 
tGtitmeiiL of the mtai ol today. 


The Water FAinitie ot IS24* 


If the gTi«t hrc of 1S03 wa* an evit 
that led to the heginniiif of good it was 
ftot dU XS25 tlmt a fKssh stinnthis hiyl 
liecoine necessary'. Tfie ititer\-oJ was 
oonipte*! in prolonged consideration of 
the WTO'S and means of obtaining the 
tMMSsai^' water snpipiy and of the sour- 
ee irom which it shtniid be obtainetl, 
Official coTresponiience had to go baek- 
w3it 1 and forward, red-tape and circuui- 
fcctttion were necessarily at their acme 
in those arcadian dii^'B of leisure, days 
when wliat could be accmnplished. to^ 
day was |josti^cmed till to-morrow. Ik- 
lay was inevitable on another aocmint 
ahK». Tliere were no telegrai>h3. Steam 
itavigation was unknown, if even dreamt 
of. Despatches overland or via the 
Cai»e were the tinly means of conmiiini- 
eaiiun so that at tlie lieat tliey had 
no more than three occasions in. a 
twelve motith to correapond with the 




447 


Honourable Court. Thus time sped 
CFU and another phrsicaJ calamity 
again overtook Bombay in 'Htis 

time it was a water tamine, the rainfall 
registered by the end of August bavti^ 
becit no more than 25 inches. At the 
date Bomba}' was agutu fortunate in 
having at Uie helm of its admin istmlirai 
another great statesman of renown, no 
other than Moimtstnart mphinstone. 
When we of to-day bear in mind that 
even with a population of a milliaa 
souls with three great snjiply takes de¬ 
livering over 40 million gallons uf wata 
per day, wc cry aloud for water and 
when, within our memory, the rainfaB 
was twice less than 40 inches wo should 
try to realise the state of tlie cily with 3 
populatiofi only one-fifth and with a 
short rmnlall so unprecedented as 25 
inches. Is it not possible to imagine 
the siiflerhigs of those thirsty souls m 
that water famine year of 1824 and 
sympathise with their great hardships 


inconveniences and privations t Elpliin- 
stone. alter the manner of hia great 
predecessor Duncan, ^ Com- 

mittwi without loss of time to consider 
tliegfievous stbiation. It was resolved 
at once to rq»air a tati;e numlier of wells 
and tanks which were tlien an absolute 
nccessiiy in the city, never mind whether 
or not those weUs and tanks contained 
tlie anopheles of the ne^v fangled bac¬ 
teriologists and the modem malaria- 
mongers. Indeed, during Uie first half 
of the uineteentii century, and even 
before; it would have been hoi>elessly 
impossible for any persons, high or low 
to live without hLs water-supply l>eiiig 
drawn trom his orsu private well or 
Iroui the public wells and tanks cons- 
trncted by men of all castes anil creeds 
with the true spirit of i»lulantliropy. 
The malarial campaignist of to-day seems 
to be utterly oblivitniiB of tiiepast history 
of those tanks and wells. Had these 
sciolists been half so weU acquainted 
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with that Iiistoiy as %vith Ihck own 
pTelenti(ni‘i e!iDpiridsin, they" wcniitl see 
hjtTT great isi the necessity wea tu-ftay <fl 
preserving tJic 3 or 4 thunsiintl wells, 
tanks and reservoirs which aboand in tlte 
dt5% never jnind the MOpheles. Rlnlaria 
u ft ptevotliblc dtsease, but what have 
they to say to the absolute famine of 
wjitiet y Can they lay their hand on tlicir 
heart, con they lay die dtitteiing unctirin 
to their soul, and dare declare that rattier 
the csisting ^'’ells. tanks and reservoirs 
^louldbe dosed than itmt people in thnes 
fjf water 1 amine or emergency sltotild 
get their supjilies frrjm those amtiUaty 

sources provided lj>*tbc foresight* huaia-* 
nUy and the benevolence of a bygeme 
people who hadfdtand stiffcrcdall the 
perils arising from the w'ant of water. It 
was Mountstnart Elphinstone who not 
onlj’ directed old wells -snd to be rc" 
paired and cleaned but to sink new wells, 
cutefta and puecor of all varieties here, 
there and everywhere, i^gain, at no mean 
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expend to the Sute be ordered thees^c- 
tioDof many wells and tanks, in local!' 
ties wheretlic re was the gtcatC'r want 
of water ©t toUcimjircfvccland! enlniged 

The Tank at Dhobi Talao, 

Tbufi it was that the crmfabulatiohji. 
correspcmdaiceaad Coraniitteeson water- 
supply wbkh began with Jonathmt 
fntnrati and continued tbnongh thead' 
ministration of Mountstuaft Elpliinstono 
atthepaccof the Kuai!, were nert brought 
to a practical bi^jinning till the couiittuc- 
don of the Vcliar reservoir was ordeitid 
lobe taken taihand in 1850. Meanwhile 
the supply of wntei by means not only 
of old tanks and wells, but bv the con¬ 
struction oI new ones, went on ajtoc^ Re- 

terence nusybemsMlcheretothctank sttU 
known to U5 as Fraroji Cowasjl at Dhobi 
Tiilao. It wa^ built in 1831. In 
the tank known as Bohiiln was construct¬ 
ed and even so late as 1855 there was 
found a great necessity to have a large 


451 


tank on Uic TL^splanade knoira as tbe 
Xaklioda "Sands' Seventy" as a schcwl' 
lioj*' ot Uie Klphinstonc Institution in 
that year has n vi%'id Tecotlccticoi of tlie 
excavations which bad thej» just begun. 
Tlie eartli tlug iq; was hcapwl in mounds 
all round and lie and liis otlicr school¬ 
mates used to go to the ttqj to have 
somefuiior playorweu a little tobag- 
gouning when tlie moiinds w*eie not vciy 
high. He alsti recollects two other large 
welts being pttccii built at the tiorth- 
\HT}st comer of the Cmikfthank road 
■which still exist. St> also he had seen 
cittflta w'cUs lieing dug up about tbe 
apjuoach of every summer season in the 
southern Maidan which is now occupied 
by the Oval. Tliev were ojTeued every 
j'eat aljout March and closed again as 
soon as the monsoon came< This prac¬ 
tice continued till the hitfodnetion of 
r hr w*ateis of the Vehar into the city 
became general in the early sixties. One 
has only to leiaurely go round tlie town 
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to-day and find ont for the liis- 

tors^ of maiii- of the tanks iroan Blndesh- 
war to Parel and from Pare! to Mhlnm. 
Ijideed even,in the Fort two wdJs weie 
tsa weU'Juiown as to be a htnisehoSd 
word in every fanuty^ These were the 
tvd!s known as Ganhava and Ramlat. 
The former was situated at the eastern 
end of the street bearing tlmt name 
where the Borah Bazar street crosses 
it* both in a southerly and northerly 
direction. It was a fanious well and 
the writer had seen wkb his own cj isfi 
htiw ia the fifties men, women and chil- 
dreia crowded at the well from mom to 
eve. How wranglts used to take place 
Sind how. as tlie sununer season ad\mneed. 
thej' went there as early as I o'clock 
iu the raw moniing to liU their chatties 
wits water. This well has now been fill* 
cd up. The Ramhd welt was situated m 
what was also a part of Bte southern 
maidan. It was a large affair and such 
was said to be the dficacy of the spring 
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watet to be f]fawii freun tt that crowds 
fmm tlie Fort rei?ortGd to it. It was- 
built by a lidi Silaiwaiw of tiiut name. It 
still cxista tbere, but almost wholfy tilled 
in with only a two-ietit 0].*ciung ut tlie 
top, just near the Judges* cntnuice gate of 
the H%hCourt, faciiig the Oval. Agnin- 
undemeath the rampart walls, specially 
in what la now known os the Hornby 
Koad, as wdl as in Fort Slieet and the 
Mini Road, wells liad been constructed 
wLicli tn the fiftlte w^tre deemed to 
he ” ancient. " Tfiese wells also were 
^ow^cd from early inoinitig till night 
oil thiuugJjont the summet season. But 
the names of the benevolent budcleis 
of these wells have now lapsed Into 
oblivion irnlcss the Kuniciiml Corpora¬ 
tion has a record of them. 





Cn.trTER XKXni.^PltILx\NT'HKOPY 

j’OR THE SUPPLY OF WATER, 
CURONrC IN. 4 DEQUACY, CONS¬ 
TRUCTION OF THE VHHAR 
LAKE. 

R eference has mon: than 
been made in previous 
ters to that name in Bomb;^ 

philanthropy, vi?-, Ftamji CowasjL 
lie was not onlj' a genuine philanthro¬ 
pist but a leader ot men and high 
enterprise- Many were his benevolent 
activities which have been time out 
t>f number referred to by bis con tem¬ 
poraries and which have been recr^nised. 
by the present generation- ^\mang 
those aetTvides may be mentioned one 
or two in regard to tlie watci-snpply 
of Bombay during hLs own lEetime 
It was he who first co!icciv*ed the very 
practical idea of dh'ertmg water from 
a distant smixce to where it was most 



needed. In 1S37, tt is rect)rded. tliat 
he obtained the freehold lease of what 
is kiiuwn aft tlic rftwai Estate, Tliis 
estate coveretl a verj' largo area of fer¬ 
tile ground with an ajnjjle of 

water. Mr. Frajnji here carried on a 
large ntiiuber of experiments in agri- 
cuiturc and horticulturci He wa.s enabl¬ 
ed 10 gratify thas favourite pursuit of lus 
because of the abundant saijply of water 
there and in its vicinity, Tliat \dcimty, 
as we all knowt was later on fully survey¬ 
ed with the view of securing for the city 
a large reservoir. Velmr. whidt is only 
next to Pawai* was considered a great 
catchment area for the water flowing 
from the isuncjuitding hiHs. Kow it 
Uajipened Uiat a huge tank was built 
some years ago before by another bene¬ 
volent Parat gentleman known as Mr. 
Cowasji Patel. U ivns oonstnicteri on 
a very central site in the town, the same 
where it so tong stood till wholly flUe'l 
in the othci- day. It was next door to 



the grciit ciiailtal:ilc iiifititutiai] knc^wn 
as Madhav Bag founded by Messrs* 
Vurjivandas anil Naroltamdas, two dntt- 
fal and honoured sons of ^Eadhavdas, 
who was a leader of the Kaiiole commiini* __ 
t>' in his own tlaja. Cowosjl Paid;- r.. 
Tank Rond, which should not lie 
founded xdih Cowasji Patd ‘ ' " 

the Fori, derives its name from 
Di itJ46 this tank wlncli was so 
resort^ to by the iniiobitants of iha 
localit}' in which it was situated, was 
found short of its noimal tpiajithy of 
water, and it is related that l‘tamji 
Ctnvasjj conedvetl lire happy idea of sujj- 
plyiiig the defidcncy by caasiiig water 
to Ih; conveyed there from the oaxt 
known as Mugbhat- He caused three 
welhs to be sunk in Uiat oort and water 
was supphed to tJie tank thsiceby means 
of steam madunery which cost about 
Rs. 30,000. Again, frojn Cowasji Patd 
Tank he introduced means of an aitue- 

duct water in twxi other tanks at Buncaii 
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Road pofitilarly known a* " Do Tanki.'’ 
But Lc bail aliso undertaken to keep 
tlnise t-*iTiks supplied with 

on certain coiiditvons ^ nmde with the 
(rt>veniinent ol the day in reference to 
tlie rents aud revenues of his Potvai 
Bstate. These fjwte tell us liow it phll* 
anthiopist of the tjije of Framji Cowasji 
removed the hardships of tlie chronic 
deficiency of ^vatet in a crowded part of 
the town of Domhay, It was the same 
spirit of benevolence which led, a nmiiher 
of weJl-lO'do and weultliy persons to 
tlig wells and tanks all over the city 
Itere, there and everywhere for the 
free use of the pcoiilc. In reference to 
the *' Do Tnnki *' iTwo Tanka) it ma5'‘ 
he here mentioned tliat it was the gilt 
of n Mahomednn gentleman, one Suslaii 
Suhan)i, who constructed them m 1826. 
Maslan Tank, Naw-ab's Tank. Sankli 
Tank and so on, names still extant, ftt 
once infcinn us herw charitable Kindus 
and ilaliomedaiis of Uie first half of tiie 
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nineteenth century vied with eadi ether 
l;o supiily tliiR necessao' of hfe 
tf> tlic nuasacs in the town hy thecon' 
struction of laTge tanks, llie Municipal 
Hxccuth'e of out day seem to give the 
gi»-hy to the history of weils and tanks 
and brush aside aU reasonable sugges¬ 
tions to keep open a large number of 
these, which wen to-day supply potable 
water to the poor instead of indis¬ 
criminately causing them to be filled in 
tinder tlie pretest of their breeding 
anopheles u big bugbear. 

First Attempt At a Resermr- 

Bui let ti 3 noiv come to the fir^ 
practical attempt at conatmeting a 
large reservoir where water may be 
collected and cventnaily supplied \vy 
means of gravitation to the city. Colon¬ 
el Crawford submitted to the Govern¬ 
ment or the Municiiittl authorities o£ 
the day three projects. The first was 
for int^cepting the water (as related 
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by Mr. Slidiad in his history oi the 
Bombay Miinicijjal CorpofationJ **ot 
the scream whicli formerly took its rise 
near thevillase of Vehar, at^a point not 
far from Koorla Here the water was to 
be pumped up and brought under pres* 
sure into Bn^ay by iron jnpcfi. *nie 
dam was not to be built to retain any 
large quantity of water, but jnerel3' to 
give sufftdent depth to ptmrp from- 
Tliis supply everj- year- corild last so 
long onlj* as the fctioam continued to 
tlow or from the setting in of the mon¬ 
soon itp to aJfout Ilecemher- For the 
supply of the town during the Otlicr 
months a series of reservoirs were to be 
formcil along the course of the stream 
iitHive the dam, and as the stream, dried 
tq), the water in these reservoirs was to 
be let down to the lowest one where 
tlie pumps were to be placed, 

**An alternative scheme suggested 
by him was to drain the Kurlo valley 



by a s>-stem <A underground channel* 
to the |K>int where the water was to he 
ptunped Tip,” 

“His second project was to eresrt 
an engine at a favcniTB-We point on a hill 
in tile vUJiige of Veliar near Kurin ( ratli 
milestone from Domhay) and to convey 
water to Bombay by pqjcs. This pro¬ 
ject was estimated to cost £52,063- 

Other projects followed. One from 
Colonel De Lisle and smother from Mr. 
Conyheare who was engineer to the 
Board of Conservancy in 1851. Both 
were disopprovetl of bj' tlie Ooveriun^t. 
At last b 1835. Mr. Conybeare sub¬ 
mitted another alternative report which 
was Bnally adopted and it was on the 
basis of that: report Utat the present 
Vehar Lake was constructed- 

The First Water Supply From Vehar. 

Many were the vidssitudes that 
occurred before the oomplction of the 


worfeSitwl, aftcj aU, «I TKm- 

Ijftv were grntifled v.’l»en they first K«tt 
their watei at thdr nwa dcwi* hmn 
Vfhdj in 1864; thougli tire wolcr vvjcs 
aetnaJly introduced into dt^’ in rt^SO'’ 
The dutrilmtion service in the towT 
waa nat ciMnjdtttd till 4 or 5 years, after. 
There was imivcTSal joy on tlie ix'CIifiion 
and weiylMMiy hqiefuUy Itiokcd fomard 
to on era of a constant md adequate 
supply and to the dimimttlan of chuldn, 
Bnt it jnnH be tit>5er\*c(I here thnt in 
the fifties the scarcity of water was a 
ciy*ing «d! and the writer himself am 
hear his personal testiinony to tlic 
scenes he vimVcrl with Ms own eyea 
i^iiich liappened in the I'ort where he 
IK’ed all throughout llib |vcrit)d during 
sainmer. It should In: remembered that 
such scenus were not only conmon to 
the Fort. They were cqierienced outsMe 
the Fort txy many an old resident still liv¬ 
ing, septuagenarians, octogenarians and 
Uonogenarmiis. But what are we to say 
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to aintost ideiititaiiscci^cs whicli nurct us 
evun lo*4a>\ fully half a coilury after 
the iiitToduction of Vehar tratei witi 
nearly a quartet of a ccjittny after Uiul: 
of Taasa ? lu tJie the population 

wttfl uo more than between tive and 
Iflkiur. At the date of the mtroJuctimi 
of Vehar water in the early eixtiea the. 
population had swellerl to tight lakh,'* 
and OTtr, principally owing to the large 
Indus of traders hi cotton during the 
course of the American GitHl War aIl^l 
to the fever of s^jccularimi which raged 
so furloUEly tluring the two years raiding 
jist ^Laicli. iS^5- jwijitiltttioti lo^li^ 
esthniited nt twelve lakhs, prwrically 50 
per cent, more than what it was in 1864, 
But the qpiantity of water supplied has 
been iminenscly increased, say more tlian 
dtnthle. In' the aiEtiliarj’ Tulsi and the 
srrettt Tansa- Under tlie dTcmustances. 
is it not reasonahle to enquire why in tlie 
face of such statistical facts the poorest 
masses abontd, on the breakdown of 


our suppltr for even six hours and 
more, present scenes at the public 
taps and elsewlicre not unlike those of 
the days when the water defideucj'' 
was clironic ? More- We have two hal-* 
ancing' reser\'oirs, one at Bhandanvada 
and one at Malabar Hd), It seems there 
is a large daily draw off by tlie 90 cotton 
factories now in oitr mixlst. besides door 
and otlier minor estabtiabments. Again, 
there is a huge doating population at 
the docks and in the harbour, T,fOok 
at the number o( steam vessels and 
native craft annually arriving and de¬ 
parting from ottr shores. Lastly, there 
is the enormom'consumption of water 
by those modern gioriiied caravanse¬ 
rais euphemisticatlj'^ called hotels. Just 
conskltiT the IniliLv of passengers from 
ail the four quarters of the globe be¬ 
tween October and Marcli. We may 
add to our list the two big railways 
with their termini and the quantity 
of water which their workshops and 
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locomotives consume from day to-day. 
These causes may be ccasonabty pleaded 
against tlie partot-etj' of those who are 
perpetually raising thdr lamentatioiis 
on the inadequacy of the water-supply 
in and out of the Corporation* 

But having said sa miielL there i» 
yet a resuitto in the matter of our water- 
supply which is not yet satisfactorily 
explained b)* our iltmicipal Executive. 
Out successive water enguieeis have 
be<2» perfectly at sea when questioned 
Oft this one residuum of fact. ^ it a 
wonder if there is the same cry of in- 
sufhdency of water to-day with a popu¬ 
lation of t2 lakhs as when 50 ycaia ago 
there was with a population of c^ht 
lakhs and wbc 3 i neither Vehar nor 
Tulsi nor Tansa hake waters were avail¬ 
able ? This b a puzzle, and Bombay 
would gladly given prize of ten thousand 
pounds to any expert fvho could pco- 
pound the real sohition of this great 
hydraulic problem* 
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Chaftek XXXVn.-^SEWTERS AND 
DRAINS. 

A fter a rcicrence to the state of the 
population and watci-supiily tn 
the city in 1850-^10, it ^vill be in the dtness 
wf things that the contUtion of diminage 
siiould l>e described. Half a centuty* ago 
and more tlie town was unsewercd. 
Drainage in the nnodem acceptation of 
the term, that ia to say, as understood by 
tnir latter day hakims of sanitation, was 
unknown. 'Jliere were storm water 
drains as far as Girgauni and Grant 
Road. The then suburban sections of 
tl^e city were innocent of even these 
priinttive sanitaD' contrivances. These 
drains were in the middle of roads, streets 
and lanes and were so constructed as 
to allow of ventilation by means of 
perforated square stone covers on the 
surface of the road. Tyjjes of these 
prinritive contrivances may still he 



seen in parts «f the Korthem Fort aod 
in tlie town. TJie xj^ractice was to clean 
these by uncovering the perforated stone 
and by ladling out the dirty waters 
mbceri with suUage in a horrible state 
of decomposition. The black foul sem t 
litpiid stuff was first thrown out on 1 

aides of a street or road lu a heap ^ 

after a day or two catted away, 4^ 

work was generalUj* done by the lowest ^ 
class of people comnuuily known as “ par- 
vans '' a class stiD fiourislung in the 
city. The cleansing out operation was 
performed twice a year in tlie i>rind^ 
thoroughfares and siteets and once In 
the lanes. The decomposed gases emit¬ 
ted from tile perforated covets saturated 
the atmosphere with foul exhalations 
and were not a mean contributor)* cause 
of fevers which in those days were not 
so minutely classified as the)' have 
been for some years past. Typhoid 
and remittant fever may have been 
known to the doctors of the period, but 
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Ulc masses only knew tbcm by the geaie- 
ric name of fever all tbc dh'ens 
ptesently nomcncJatured. 

Open Sewers. 

Bcn'Oiud the etonn water sewers 
there were open sewers, n foot or «»wide^ 
They many trenches which 

went in front of dwelling houses chiefly 
b tlic crowded localities outsiflc thCj 
Fori. Tbc whole of Dhohitalao. Chaii- 
danwadi, Girgnum proper. Mandvi. Klm'i 
ya Knva and so on bad these elongated | 
cesspools- The only difference hO' 
tween the covered sewers and these cc^ 
pools was that the latte: had the advan¬ 
tage of sunlight and open air. So far 
these cesspools were not so deatUy in 
th(^ effect on the health of the reai- 
dettts in the localities mentioned as the 
other. The foulest matter ttsed to be 
disdtarged at certain pobts on the eas¬ 
tern and western foreshores, which were 
connected by some old obsolete kinds 
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of drains built as far back as 
Some of the cbonticls may still dis- 
cm'crefl when dug ovit. 

There is not the slightest doubt that 
the ejrtremdy rndiinentai7^ system of 
sewers, fot tliere was no diahuige, was 
the principal cause of cDgehdering fevers. 
If the insirfliciejit and impure sujfply 
ol water aiiimalty claimed a targe holo¬ 
caust causing deaths from cholera ftom 
2,00(1^ to ^.ooo and more this ermdition 
of the sewers and the ccs^ooJs sowed the 
genus of fever. Add to tlib the low vita& 
ty of the mass who lived in their fiotth, 
as insanitan' as those to he TiVitncssed in 
scores of aluiuslo-duvv togetlicr with thdr 

overcrowding and it will be mtclligihle 
why Bombay in the fifti(^ and the early 
sixties was so tmhealtlij’. rej>ort 

of tlrat able sanitory* ofiScerj Dr. leith, 
arid a little later on of Dr- Haines, ^ 
erjually al>le saiiitariau, whom I stOl 
recall as my Professor of Chemiatiy aud 
Botairy in Elphinstone College (1858^59) 
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^10w vv'iiat till; uiiiicaltliy condition wa^ 
P«rha|is the following quotation irojn 
I>£, Huuwss* report would not be unin- 
stmctive for couqiaring note^i with the 
Cf>ridition of health still prevalent in 
whm is mBgiitlofpifmtly called ''Beauti¬ 
ful Bombay—" or tJie " Bcmbay of 
Balnis and PaJiuhes/' Yet, the purdah 
oiiiv of the beauty «t Uie <niter part of 
Uic city needs to he Uplifted to enable 
the mipartial sanitarian of to-day to see 
uiiat points of siimeneis were to be fcnind 
to the begiiming of the sistics when Dr. 
Haines made Iiis report. He observed 
tiiat the averse of male mortality 
l>ctweeti 1853 and i8bi was 125 to 100 
fetnales; In tiiose daj s Uie first great 
tid-.‘ labour umnigratioii in tin* chy had 
HOC set in till after 1S5S or ther^bouts 
wlien tile pioneers of public works by 
private enteqrrise came on the scene. 
The Klphin stone Laud Company, estab- 
lif lied b)' the great Jinn of Messrs. Nicol 
and Company, had just started works of 
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reclamation of the eastern forvshote. 
Ai»d later on. in 1:865. was the second 
great title caused by sumlar reclamation 
ml Baclcbay under tlic direction of 
another equally distinguished timi, that 
of Messrs. Bitciiie Stuart and Company. 
The brothem E^eming were con^icnous 
in the first and >fessrs. Tracey and 
hficliael Scott in tire second enterprise. 
But topr<Jcee<l witii Dr. Haines' rexiort: 
"It is sufficiently obvious from the 
figures that tlie state of public health 
in this town is in the highest degree 
unsatisfactory’." He pointed out the 
causes which contributed to that infrani- 
tary condition. Those which fatally 
contributed to the result were "squalid 
filth within. lioors and without, 
deficient arrangements for scayenging 
and imjietfect drainage." As to the 
low state of vitality of the masses, 
Dr, Haines said: It was "caiteed by 
the difficulty of procuring sufficient and 
wholesome food and esjicciatl}' by their 
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bfejithing for ten or twelve Ijouxs rtut 
of the twenty-four the sdBing atjnoa- 
phereof their narrow and crowded ebam- 
bers loaded with aiiunal csthaiaurms.'* 
What a disma!, sickeninff picture that 
was of the life of the masscft In those 
daya* Arc thty any better oil to-day ? 
'That is a problem which may well 
oigagc the attaituiii of «>ar sanitarians^ 
Overcrowding is as intense in i^ig as 
it was in x3<» and l865> 

Insanitary Chflwls of (o*day- 

Tlnai as to the inaanitoiy kotris- 
How are the labottring maisses Ijettei 
sitnalcfi I Ate those insanitary dmwls 
to be found by the hundreds in the 
^ums in any way better than tire mom 
lowly <Hies of fifts’ and sixty y-cars ago ? 
Just reflect on this important aspeot of 
the question from another point. In 
those days mtmicipal oouscrvoiu^ was 
of a tnduneiiiaiy^ character: there was 
no organised ^luiucipaltty and no Health 
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C)fiicer with ^ wdl-|ii(iid itolF of defiuties 
and S 3 , host of outdtHir inspecton;. 
There was on impure and mdeqiiate 
water-strpiib-: tliecc was only an apology 
for any kind, of drains, scientific; or mi" 
scientific, onciait or modeni. They had 
luudiy even two iaklis per annum to 
q)efld on the whole conscn-ancy of the 
town numbering between five lakhs to 
dght laklis at the date of Dr. Haines' 
rejiort, where we now spend the liberal 
sum of 25 lakhs as our gross eitpencU- 
tnre on sanitation and conservancy. But 
what is the result ? Can it be honestly 
averred that sanitarily Bombay is better 
tivday ? Wc Imve now a water-supply 
of fairly pure, water whkh brmgs in a 
fat reveme of over 15 lakhs. Our water 
works have cost over three and a half 
crores. We liave what is enphenusti- 
cally called a " scientific system of drain" 
age." huge underground ovoid sewers 
which generate the most poisonous 
gases 1' and we have many new-fangled 
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sanit^iy ins Stations oE the d&y, besides' 
big hosj>itab and a dozen itiuntcipid 
disp^saiies. Is overcrowding less or 
more ? And if the state oi things des¬ 
cribed by Dr. Haines Jiearly 6o yesais ago 
is still existent, perhaps, with a of 

amelioration here and there, can we lay 
the flattering lUtction to our conscience 
and unhesitatingly declare that the 
Bombay of X919 is sanitariiy better o£ 
thnn that of 1850-60 ? And how much 
of insanitadon is owing to oiii scientific 
drains? But thereby hangs a dismal, 
nay gruesome, tale which must be 
related 
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Chapter XXXV.—Mr. a:)NV* 
BEARE'S GRUESOMK PICTURE 
OF DRAINS —Dr. Bl^ANEY—THE 
DRAINAGE COJCMTSSION, 

S OMETHING fallei and mure author* 
itative ia matters of conser* 
vancy in tlie dty during the fifties needs 
to tie related. For instance, iu 1852. 
Mr. Courbeare. Supemtedeut of re* 
pmrs to the iruiiidi*aUtj- of the day, had 
submitted a reiKirt to tJie Board of 
Conservancy' iu the matter of the so- 
called drains then existu^j^ which it is 
useful to recall here. '* Open drains,'* 
he fsaid. *' or rather Toceptadw for filth 
alKiund ti> the natb^e town to an extent, 
I believe, to be unparalleled elsewhere. 
Secondly, that iu most divhuons of na¬ 
tive towns out iwpukdou is overcrowd¬ 
ed l>e>'ond all English ptecedents. And 
for these two reasons I tliint wemav 
cmifidcatly eiiiect that in Bombay the 
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drahiRgt: of itndraijcwrd streets will be 
atteni^cd bj so much larger rcdncticBi 
iu the denth-iate than has been found 
to result ftoui similar imjnovemcnt In 
EngliuicL" But it took another i|itafter 
ot a century anrl inoi^ to make a start, 
and that not without the tmicliincry of a 
draiutige eontmis:)iou as a iireluninary. 
I^ler cm. a reference to that Commission 
will he made. But mcanwldle anotb^ 
ladincl tnay l>e c^uoted from Hr. Cony* 
bcure's rqiort to ittfonu the sanitary 
Student of the day of the descrijttioa 
tlie drains. '*The ojictt drams, or 
rather uncovered receptacles of filth, 
that 1 have alluded to, are the 
side gutters by which nearly every street 
in. the native tow'n ia polluted. These 
do not deserve the nanie of drams.. *. 
These side gutters can therefore only 
be considered in the iiglit of continuous 
cnicn x>ts extending along both sides 
the whole length of nearly etreiy street 
of the native town am: I reudered 
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(iri espectiVC of their of their greater 
extent) more objcctioiiahlethan ordinary 
ce!«s^oolfi by the circumstance of tiieir 
being in, actuaJ contact with loid soaring 
into the faundatiotet of the wluile street 
frontage of each house,Here ^ a 
graphic but faithful description of the 
nidimentary dinins or ces^ools w*hich 
existed in the town acnrly three-quarters 
of a century ago. The writer can add 
his own tistimony to the above sutonent 
of facts. How dangerous were llieso cess¬ 
pools to public healtiu and vet how they 
were tolerated even nr the hrties nO' iHHit 
cantdi Perhaps a guess may be allowed 
in one diitsclion, namely, that sanitary 
science was dcmcntaiy at that period for 
practical purposes erven m England and 
on the Continent, Thus all was darkness 
in Bombay and one generation after an¬ 
other lived in a happy-go-Iiwiy style 
oblivious of the heavy bill of aimual 
mortalit}* and alt^^her ignorant of 
what the local sanitary' autliority 
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condfluoasly reported to lus Gm^n- 
ment Said Mr. Conybearo: *' The evils 
arising from eessjtoolsor oi^cn receptacles 
of filth of even ordiaarj* extent and posi- 
dem is tliiis stated iathe first report of Her 
Majetj''s Conuntssmners for ent|uii>' 
into the state of large tott u and districts.’' 
''The medical witnesaes have broyght 
before trs facts in sujiport of their 
stroogly mged nnd umwunous opinion 
that nw iK^palatioii can' he healthy 
whieh lived amidst cesspoaU m «/•<*« a 
s(Hl permeated hy deeomposittg animtd or 
vegetable re/me giving off impurities to 
ike aif in t^irhm^es and in the streds,'* 
Many instances occur where the walls of 
the adjoining hemses are constantly wet 
with foetid fliiirl whid* fret|Uently affects 
the atmoi^lrere of the rooins so as to 
render it impossible to keei> for one 
single night without its being tainted,'^ 


But judging from ev^ents it seemed 
as ii Mr. Cenybenre, the sanitarian 
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is advance «f bt;* times in Bombay 
city, bad CTiwI in the wilderness asd the 
naTTOtive he related is bis rqjort hirthar 
empbasdses the lact. 

Police More Important Than Drains ^ 11 

For. at a mccthtg oi their Worahii>s, 
the ancient Beneh of Juices, the wise 
men comjjosing it resolved that apoUce- 
mmi was of {greater uecessaty to prwent 
a murder here and there than any con- 
ddeiation ol sa&itntion! So in conform¬ 
ity with this wonderful civic logic* they 
resolved to spend Rs, zo.ooo in streng¬ 
thening the police, but refused to spend 
the same sum on the Iniprovcnieut 
of public health I They entirely forgot 
what oveierow'dbrg and the miasma¬ 
tic cesspools did by way of killing hmo- 
cent people in a year. The policeman, 
so bitterly aigned Mr, Conybeare> at tlie 
best would be itseful in ^ving :$ per cent, 
of murders, but the Rs. ao.ofMi on sani¬ 
tation would save 30 per cost, of lives 
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la^t hy prcvuntible caifsci, sptijialiy 
by of poisouoas drams I But 

tht: dmmertan durknt^ om sanitation 
prevalent fu the fiftiea has not cutiidy 
been dissipated even in the year of 
grace 191:9. For the person walking 
hi the many congesteil streets oi the 
town to-day, with eyes open and his 
olfactory nerves attuned to a hvety 
senaibilitj'. might tcU us that the 
ignorance still prcvaxltng is astoiuidingt 
debits the leaflets and the limeli^ts, 
besides the lecturers and the sisters 
of mercy. whidi the indefatigable 
Dr, Tamer hod bwr so assulunus 
in thmsting on them witli oil the 
reasoiie<l enthusiasm of the benevolent 
Samaritan. Such is the knowleflge of 
i-udimentaiy sanitation among tlie 
masses to-day. This unit is oblivious 
and heedless of aught else save how 
daily to hit his belly and tlmt of 
his children. The stem necessity of 
maintenance or nourishment overrides 
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tU<* trujn]>et call of the sajiitaHau* 
Ediicatitm aloue is the solvcaiL 

Dr. Btaney. 

There wtis that good citizen of 
lenowti aJifl medicine* Dr. Btaney, An 
Irtsluuan by birth, he set foot on the 
soil of in ifH5. when Sandy 

was ill his swafUUmg clothes. 
He tnade the city liis domicile to carry on 
his profession. But after u tfrw years' 
e3n>ericnce. with e>'efi ami ean* <^en. 
he Eoon came to tlic eoudtidmi that the 
two dire necessities of the growing ami 
changinj? Bombay were a pure supply 
of water and a clean town, free from 
pois<nioiLs tmcl insidious gaacs. .Viid a& 
he wiitclie*!. l&e the oulfKtker from a 
near liistance. what hi* 

and what the witches at Bondiay 
Castle were about- he determiued to 
be httiiseh a sanitary teftn-mer. As 
his practice grew he diacovert^J how nl 
kindir of poisonous fevers ehrtmed a 
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laj^r awi Idi^gier number of 
So be bewail hammerbig away on tte 
subject with observation and experience; 
first in the newspapers and later im from 
hisprptier place at the Bendi of Jnsticca 
and its successor, the Bombay Bltmici- 
pui Corporation. The jiroceedings of 
tlie Legislative Council in 1865, when 
Mr. Walter Cassds, a great name in the 
mercantile community, thundered away 
on the insaiiitaiy condition of Bombay, 
ou the introduction by him of the firit 
Bombaj* Municipal BUI, were a great 
atumtlus to the public spirit and actU 
t-ity of that good doctor. Conservancy 
for years togfether waa the principal 
theme of his si>ng m the Corporation. 
Tiine mlled its ooward course. Muni- 
cipat Cominhsioners in turn deplored 
the undmmed condition of the town and 
the annual holocausts from fever, So 
t*JO did the Health Officers in their turn, 
till one day at last public opinion forced 
the hands of the Government to give 


practical dfect to the cries of the en¬ 
lightened citiaeas for a perfect, wdl- 
coosidered and well-digested scheme 
of drainage. So in the October of if^TJ 
'the Government by a Resohrtlon ap- 
pohtted a Committee to investigate the 
whole problem as to how the dtalimge 
of the city could be best carried out 
and at what expense. 

A Lamctitable Mistake. 

The scope of tlie reference was 
wide and embraced many an cnquiiT 
into divers directions- The Committee 
consi.stcd of Dr, Hunter, Krst Physician 
of Sir J, J. Hospital as President, ifr. 
Wilson Pell, Engineer of the G, 1 *. P- 
Railway Company. Mr. Walton, MunL 
cipai Engineer, Mr- Pedder. once Muni- 
ctpal Conttniasioneri Mr. Omnston of 
the Port Trust. Mr. -.Arthur Crawfgnl, 
Dr. Cook, and Captain Maiy'att. then 
Depttt}’^ Consul ting Engineer for Railways 
Ample evidence of all kinds at experts 


was taken and iTwti^ to tlte perciisp* 
tory uiflttnctimis of Sit Ridiard Temple, 
who, for tewaJ-d of lus laliount as tlie Im- 
periai Famine Commissioner of 1S76-77 
wiis ui'ijKtbited f^veitior of Bombay, the 
report was lutsteiiicd «n ami snhmitteil 
to Govenimeut by ^^iid Januaty 
The l^eaaty of this ill-digested and 
liasiily considered rejJOrt was' tlmt its 
main rcconuneadattoif to construct 
ovoid imdciground draitts was against 
tile weight of tile majority of expert 
^idencc. Pr. lilaney was no mean 
witneffii and he opined that intch flrabis 
were utterly imsttited to a tropica] 
city and would be the largest gent^ 
raters of poison rms gase? converting 
the dly into a " huge mqiLitic temple," 
That prophecy' has been hirrst lameniab- 
ty realised for years pa^ and a crore 
<jf rupees and ntgre has been wasted. 
Another 2 cror^ will tiow be needed )o 
convert the mqjhitic temple " into a 
perfect Hygeia, 


DtAPTEB XXX^^— I’ R 1 MI T I V E 
LIGHTING LS THK FIETIHE. 


L ighting anU Jiotkc Uavt* lung since 
l.i«en rt;cagtij!«cti us tbn two ey'e» 
of n great cit^' So nmdt !*t‘ that it is 
a common phrase on the lip of the 
niiui iu the strott, that u. shining light 
in ii sm*et is worth two putlcemeii. TJie 
service which [^niblic lighting reiiders 
to a coiumunits’ Is decnieil so iuvalimhle 
foi pur^ioses of protection of life and 
property that tlirongiiont the civilised 
vrorid lighting is deemed a sifu gm 
MOfi of uuidL’nt civilisation. It b impos 
sible loi iis^ whfi inherit the civilisa- 
tiun of centurjes fnnn historir timts^ to 
eonceive how tlir uncuntts. wlieihcr in 
Lidia. Persia. Arabio tiihl Asia Minor 
fit in I^'pt u> id Greece or Home 
manng^ without rtteet Ughts, l^amps 
or lights there in«>' have been in dwelling; 
houses in cities as in rural ar^s. But 


4S5 



"there ia iw record ot lighting public 
roads and greets. So that it is possible 
to cfmeeive the cimmcriaii darkness 
which must have clothed cities from 
times immemorial to within three or 
tour centuries ago. lie would make 
a name for himself who could enter on 
this virgin Held of research as tU 
ligUting from historic times to date. 
Onrs is on oge prolific in a variety of 
mearches,. Wity then should not a 
research in this direction be iindeitnkeii 
by some *fne Gompeteid: fi»r the tusk ^ 

kudimcnlary Ughtiiif’. 

ticaviag this subject alone, it may he 
worth know'ing how Btiinbay fared in re¬ 
ference to public lighting ituriug tlie 
ftftiea ? Tiiereby hai^s a tale which 
i» as instniciive Us tlmt td wuieivsopidy 
and drainage The erty had a kind of 
radbncntitiy' lightingon soineof the pul>~ 
lie toads. At tong itlstances on the Hstila- 
tiade Rr»ad wete to be seth after dusk 



oil buttces with dirt>' oil aafl flickcrinp 
wicks which gave an catceedingtj’ dim 
light. Were one to compare its power 
with that of the gas and electric lamps 
of the d«y it would be no e:ra^cTatian 
to say that the street bnttees of the 
fifties were like many farthing 
lights. Still that was even a gwwl 
begin»mg when the fact is recalled 
that prior to 1^42 the city remniued 
in a ermdition. of hlisshrl darkness 
after eventide. Tlit drst fc'v oil lamias 
on pMte came to he tisc<l after 
thanks to the vvoucieifol civic enerp* 
di.'q;jhiye<l by tlie Worshipful Bench of 
Justices of the timts 'fhe matter wa? 
mooted as fai back as 1832, Bnt it 
Lt'*ok ten long years to introdacc this 
“ great " refbmi! Nevertheless, the 
ertuereb of XS42 may thank tlieir stais 
that die dclfl>' wa^ not so provoking or 
protracted as that whicls first gave her 
an adequate -nqiply of pure writer afte 
fully fifty years of arcumlocittion 


ted tniic. Vt*rily all rtsspvcts ‘Pombtty^ 
aj) Aicadra. (^r u Slwpy HoUcrw 
if you ptcujc. duTtng wdl n^t the fiist 
two i.'enturics aft a her acqttisitluti by 
t|«! British. Her jkfopre^s in all vital 
difvetiems at the patjc (>l the snail, 
lUough wt* lire bonnd to say Utat 
hai^ nutde up. atid Tnoiethaii ituifie fip 
five hiutdredloW, fat hvi past ArctttUau 
simpHiriiy of civiliantioit between 
iittd now. Bhe has Tcally groim and 
eicTn\nclif<l feince the m'llttay cm with all 
the of the fastest eqiress* 

20 Years' Prnjjress. 

Aiul here we miglit jii«t give a 
glimpse, and * glimpse tmly, of what had 
taken ptace suifc 1832 wheu the matter 
ui public street Ughting was scriiuiBly 
mootcfl by the Bencli of Justices. That 
Justorica) entity of the times met in 
the first place to find out authoritatively 
wltdher they were empowered at oil 
to uudertoke tlie lighting* The legal 
ailviser having iset at rest all tiualms 



o( civic cottfti€?nce, so scjisith^ of law 
aitil onler. oti tUc pointt the vrnr^hlphil 
ttmsr.ers of the chy imgkt rcs^ifved to 
enquire as to the hjcalitito ot (Htcas where 
ligliU shoutd be rmd wliut the cost of 
liuiips. posts and oil buttees- would be; 
The? wcut to sle^i tiiereitfter, taking 
peiliaps f tliclr fony wttiks, bcfoic aguiii 
risans themselves to a fOTer. rd activity* 
A few lumps, uumlici tmknowiL were 
phicw! itt positinn m it seems 

tJl&t ten years hiter ilieir tuuuber <1111 
Doi cxce<^ 30 H 1 But the wajit of tlic 
eternal pence was the greatesi ilrawliacli: 
to cam- out ttuv number of impmve' 
ttients ^ggesteil to the Justices, Aiirt 
wttii Unit ecojuottitc c<iiuKritmce which 
is still to 1 m* seen so keenly lampaut in 
their successors of to-day in civic affairs, 
the Justices vvonld only light the inmjis 
Itoindiisk 10 jnidiiti:iii- aiitl iiiirno during 
the mcHml^ht houm- Aiirl what may 
be the annu al cogt o f each s-ich lampj 
Just Rs* 17. 
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Chronic Hoase-hrettcing. 

It may at this stage be useful to 
Tecall the dismal fact that both lighting 
and (police had l,>een forced on the Jus¬ 
tices by reason of the chronic condition 
of bouscbrediitig and theft prevailing 
in the town after dark. The least crowd¬ 
ed were most lmhl& fio also the 
maidftns. It lias been authentically 
relateil that gangs of thieves used to 
go about armed, causing great terror 
to the law-abiding citmeus. Life and 
property were oonsidexably unsafei And 
itianv were the complaints of the leading 
citkens tt> those in authority- to do 
something etTective to allay that terror- 
hfurtlera were not uiffef{miui. and it was 
liaidly tlie case that more than so to 
23 per cent* of the stolen pniperty was 
recovered by the apatse police of those 
days. Sundj' Seventy well remem¬ 
bers some thrilling storits of the raids 
ol those anued cr^'s of thieves at 
Oirgaum which was more or less a 
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stiburb. It wTis one of the strongholds , 
of these men owing to many exi>o€cd 
parts and fields and oarts. Tficrc was & 
cotmtry-house where his father used to 
resort and twice monc memorable 
year the glmriy conveying him and 
his parents to the Fort was plirsatsl 
by these rascalfi. As the Angrias were 
the pirates on the high seas so this 
fraternity on land, these highway 
robbers, were ennying on their nightly 
raids with impnnit}'. Each honse 

TviUi a verandah in the Fort, 

in Khetwady, Cliflndanwady and Gir* 
gantn had a (antem witli a lamp IlUIlg^ 
Tlie doors and windows of the giotind 
floor of the houses w'tre fast locked 
and bolted after dath and the well-to- 
do ke|>fc Ratnosis of tlie old village 
watchmen type to guard tlunr premises 
at night. These robbeni grently frigiir- 
ened tvomen ajid diildren. Persons diiv* 
ing in carriages used to fcciijj fast- 
going horses m that the annwl Tobt)cr5, 



wiUi naked gvvardq in tbutr Imndf. shtmid 
ttOl Qvert.ikje tbent. But tuc»re of thi* 
wlien tlie period comes to 

Ive tlcsciilHjd. 

The First Oiis l.amps. 

SufhJent t<* say tlmt luirtvc 
which intieo^ year u/ilt year, in 
numbers ^vere wttvereoBy fh*cine:i! in* 
efl'icient t * ligin the tirnu, »S4j tiuit 
in livr Justices resolvtxl to intro* 

duce gaa Snnie cotrespfnidcitee emtieil 
to the financing ol li.®Jhti«g by ,gas 
when finally iutroduced* T!ie (At>veriJ-* 
sugsiicsmi that the Jtisticei should 
jajfie a special Iobh. But eveiifcuiiHy 
it wafi deemeo iiesi that an Englhh Com-r 
pany alionld he myiteil to talte up the 
work. And ia>ine cntiiriJi-isati^ citi;?ens 
of the day. toal'udhig,.thc firm of Messrs. 
Kisn^l and Compain', anangeEl for the 
successful thiatuig of whoi is iu>w cite 
Botnhay tlaa Company. It was in i 8 f *5 
that Bombay was first ht with gas, that: 
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is to sfty» UiB prlticffia] public rtr^a* 
Tlie first yc&r Imd only 220 lamps. 
Great as was the satisfactimiuf the dti* 
TOM wheu Velmi watei’ was Srst bitrcH 
duce<l into tliedtir a Sittle eai'Iier. tfierc 
was grater «$ttisfactiot) wbvngas liglit 
was imTodttceO- And so remarkahtj" did 
the people appreciate.it that some rich 
citfi^ens oiTcred the Mmiidpalitr, then , 
just establkht'*!, to [)reSeiit those huge 
Bveand: Uiree lamps with trne posts 
at tJje junction of the great roads in the 
city. 3 itr. Arthur Crawford uos greatly 
mstrunicntat in thus prromoting this 
biatidi of civic utility, and it fa well 
knowTi that some worthy wag of the 
time uich-naiued those tiiaugulai lights 
as Crawfortrs tircllies/*' fiom tlie faci; 
that the lamps when hgtited looked from 
a rlistanco like Mt man> ftreilies banging 
ill the air 1 
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Ciiake* XXXVU.-THE EVOLn- 
TION or Ttm POUCE, 

T he of tJiese liats frankly con- 

fes£H!S bis ignoraiK^ <»f the existence 
of any elaliorate and comprehoisive 
history t>{ the Police from historic times. 
Shonld such a history exist it would 
prove not only a most mtere^ting and 
instructive narrative hut on invaluable 
mecufn for all tlw great States 
of the world. East and West. More. 
From the point of the political pluloso- 
pher, it would make a fascinating chapter 
of human evolution. Modem civilisa¬ 
tion truces otir complex sodety to the 
humble primitive village. i\nd it is to be 
prcfitimcd that the histoij' of the ^ullage 
fitan liifttoric limes would give us the 
ijcnesis of the police, begiiuiing with tlie 
village watchman. He may be taken 
as the embryo, the protoplasmic entity, 
whence has blossomed the fuU-blowti 
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poitcem^, not forg^ting the ytip d ^r n 
spy. so disagreeahty in vogue on. tbe 
surface of the globe, and nowiiere a more 
dbagreeabic intruder and unwelcome 
guest than in this pdice-nddled and 
poSice’Ddden countrj'. In the pastoral 
age the shepherd must have been 
the chief [icrson who keirt iK'atcb and 
guard over his sheep lest his neighbour 
should qiirit away his lamb or ewe. 
And in the agricultural condition which 
followed it, the cultivator in tlie field 
whence later on spntng the village 
watchman. 

Tlie untdi, it may be imagined • 
was cotnminiai in its character till the 
develoijment of the nunl area into the 
urban brought with it tlic first faint 
glimmerings of keeiting watdi and guard 
over tndrvidual property. The guard 
over life must have come man}* a genera¬ 
tion later on, as the village headman, 
in process of time became the patriarch, 
and afttarwards the chief tribesman. 
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to lie eventually tEaiis%nr«i into the 
king. Ttic imtrmrch or the UKailtttun 
nf the t rilic or tlie king wouM have nnt 
only prt#jjcrty to tt'ateli* but hi* jiets^ui- 
iility to jmjtect- J'wnlh'* feutlB. 
to Wofidahe^h wouUl mecessitaic isiiperioT 
cJrtiis of waiehmeik the dwarp;it of smeuaat 
Inrtiii. that is say. the *>f the 

gate- But an ti>wn^iip developed and 
jjopuhttioti grew, and tJte idea of miUtary 
fortincationj: liegan lo dawn, to prev'tfat 
a nest doot chief irom making a raid 
«jti hb neiglihtiuTi' the wperiiTr 
ejTiing^vith jcahtimy the adjoiit“Ui vine- 
yitnls. tile gates of the town would 
ha^e then sentinels und w'atchmen. And 
il the limt was stinounded with hdls, 
those hills themselves wtsmid h< the 
natiifal towers or turrets for its guardhtg, 
JLater mi beacon fires must have cojue 
into use by these watcbmcai to 
signal tooUier fTiewdly hills That was 
the ancient telegraphic or signalhnti 
system of whidi Aisscbyht* in lib 




*‘Agaiiieiunaii*' mid ‘'^Ptiruaiis'* given 
tis such a graphic description. tQl wc 
come to tJie days of border cbix'alry in 
feudal and mediaeval iigcs mid tbel'ieiy 
Ctois& and beacon l^ts of Walter Scott. 
It would. liowe\'ar, be roaming into 
entirely a pliilosophie or e^'olutioiian' 
region to talk about the x>nmitive 
system of watch which in our days has 
developed into the police, albeit the 
word is a deiivatson from the Greek 
ptflis. 

The Cbnwkidar, 

In the village oommunities of India 
the watchman or ** Chon Sddar was 
an important entity, and uur belief 
is that were modem civilisation to de¬ 
cline and sink back into the ptisttxte con- 
dititm it was thousands of years ago, 
this entity would be hound to exist. 
The chowktdar is bnmoital. The com¬ 
plexity. however, of modem society, 
lias brought into play the policeman 
as we know him to*4ay. Even this 
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nuidi^rii AvAiftr docs not can^' Iiis pcdi* 
tcree bcjond a huudred years or more. 
The idea of a regtdar legion of tvatchmen 
to saf^gtmrd life and property ia the 
j/roduct of our modern aodetj* of at the 
utmost fifteen decades. It is only ma 
civilised countryj where wealth accuinu-' 
laiefi and ivhere property springs up, 
and where, above ail, tile dtv*ision of 
bbour in its manifold aspects is well 
imdersttiod, that tlie ideal policeman 
can be manufactured and made to 
fionrish. And our Indian policent^ of 
tlie day is stinply a miniature inockeiy 
of the great Bobby of London, the 
theme of world-wide admiration. 

The cai'liest settlers of British in 
Bombay no doubt brought with them 
from the old country their ideas of tlie 
policeman. That first and far-sighted 
maker of Bombay, Oerald Aungicr, is 
Said to have intuitively disoovered in 
the Bhandari of l^Iahlm and Mn-yjagann 
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tilt tuen well iiltierf to kceji watch and 
ward. The tapper oj the twldy tree, 
perched on one of its toijmost tiranches 
may be taken as a gpod specimen of keeH' 
eyed observer, looking afar like tiie sailor 
of an English ship, who could keep hb 
watdi all rotuid at a great distance. 
It may be tliat the Bhandari was there 
as such during the Portuguese occu* 
pation. of Bombay, having regard to the 
fact that the immediate pretkeessojo 
of the Britisli in the town and island 
hadthdr fortifications at Sion, Worlee, 
Sewree, Mahira. Bassdn and so <hi 
T hey may have been soldiers undoobtiHl- 
ly, but in all probabilit>' the Bhandatii 
were eBltsted as a kind of auxili¬ 
ary so that it is intelligible to undet- 
atand Gerald Aungier orgauiai^ them 
into a regular militia for keeiiing watch 
at eercatu places in the town. But 
night patrols were not instituted till 
1694- It has been already observed 
more than once that lawlessness and 
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brigiiiirluge Were nidJrt ramj>ant in the 
se\'aiteentJi and eighteenth centuries. 
The I'orraguese occupation of Bombay 
waafrcfiiicntly interrupted hy the :\iigria 
and ^Io])iah pirates and tlieir cottniet- 
parts on land. They were a terror 
to the town. And it is on tiistoncal 
fact how about the close of the 
seventeenth ceuttir>‘ the Seedees had 
i^jaded the Fort and how the con- 
^icuons ^lantry of Cowasji Patel had 
tiecrl that locality from those lawless 
nmraadcTs. That gallantry wus gener- 
onsly t^varded by Uie East India Com¬ 
pany' by way of inani lajids to liini 
and his successors^ and it b well known 
that till Uie middle of the ninet^nth 
century'' Hk* members of the Patel 
family enjo)'ed those lands till the \'icis- 
sitndis of fortune obltgetl them to part 
with a considerahtc amimnt. Highway 
robbery and brigandage continued rife 
spasmodically for weU nigh s hundred 
anti forty years with varj'iug fortune. 
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The First Regular Falice. 

But asthegnng of thieves 4nrl 

robl>cj'£ itifestedl the toivn coming thiwn 
Of swooping like the Assj^rian^ they were 
a ^eat terror to the populace, specially 
to those Livjog in less cro^vited parts uf 
the town. It is said that Giigatun was 
^heir great objective and partly the Espla- 
nndc. ITiey would retire to the setpies- 
tered suburban localities of Siun^ 
and Wotlee, and as there was no or¬ 
ganised force to pursue them day after 
day till arrested, they came down when¬ 
ever H suited theii' pur^iose and roblied 
and murdered people with impunity. 
It was this diitmic condition of the 
unsaiety of life and property tliat led 
to tile disbontlment of the Bhandnii 
militia and their conversion in 1771 
to a regular police- Tlie strcugtli, as 
recorded by our ofhcinl chronicicrj. was 
45 olheers and 4t>o men. A few years 
later tlicrc was an addition in order 




that tile watch may be continuous 
by day and night. Tlie cliief was 
designated Ijcutcnant of Police, and 
tlie first holder of the office was one 
Mr. James Tod* It is not exactly’ 
known where liis headtpiarters were; 
but it may be presumed \yy analogy 
that it Was )U the Fort like all other 
imijoitant offices of the administtation* 
It would lie interesting to learn tvhetlier 
the street called Tod. in the Tort, numing 
ai right angles from Hornby Road, near 
Alice Buihliugs. was named after that 
officer- It should be rmembered. as 
stated iu one of the earli^ chapters, 
that the greater puri t>f the Fort was 
occupied by a number of civil officers, 
as it was mostly unbuilt and open 
altc^cthcr to the fresh westerly breesjes. 
Tlie Gimlxiw Street, which mus parallel 
in a northerly dkectioii to Tod Street 
with Cowasji Patel Street beti^veeu th® 
two, was ennally unbuilt m the west, 
aiul there for a time our early civil 
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court was acconuiiodated in the laige 

oort, afterwards^ Imown as Hotita'a 

pole. There is tablet which marks 

the place where the court i 5 at. Stmilailyj, 

it is to be presumerl, the lane learUng^ 

from Tcid Street, north, to a short 

distsnce was called Barber Lane, gcoer* 

ally attributed to a surgeon of that 

name. In all probability the smgeon 

and the Lieutimant of the Police were 

*■ 

given accommodation for their oihce 
as well as residence in that locality* 



CiiAFTitR xxxvm.— THE rOUCE- 
WiS or THE PIETIES. AND 
FjUIOUS POEICE COmasSlONER. 


I F the fifties of tlie nmeteeuth cencuij' 
in Bojuhay were an eiHich'making 
period in tJie Imton- o£ the Citj" trf itom- 
bay iu many res^iect^, as already iiarratefl, 
iluey were not less on tn the niatter of 
police. But before describing some of the 
initslaniliug features durtitg that decade 
■which, stands otit as a great iHnftrrmrlr, 
a few minor incidents in the evolution 
of tlie I Mil ice prior to it may be f)ridly’ 
recorded lie re. One broad fact siioutd 

1 >e remeinbered, tltai froiu the date 
of the ongtnal formation of the poUev. 
its cost was defrayed by the city whose 
admtuistratkm was entrusted to the 
Dench of Justices. Htit, while the cost 
of the ctt3- police elsewhere, as years 
mded tju, was defrayed in every other 
part of the conutiy by the Govenimcnt, 



Bombay vvas, ctuiaufily enough. mo!H> 
exceptionally trcatiid. The coat con- 
tintted to be cltaiged to the Mimi*- 
dpalih' which, however, vainly attempt¬ 
ed time out ot number to have it 
tratiaferred to the alicxildcr^ ti£ the 
provincial authorities but without 
avail. It was only the persisteot 
efforts and the eoarageoiis public splint 
of Sir Fhero^eshoh Hehta which, 
after a pmtnieted stniggle of 50 years. 

during ih ^ generous admvmsfcrntion 
of I^ord Lamington, to the police charges 
being wholly ilcfmyefl by the Homiiay 
Oovemment under certain well-guarded 
Ihititations anti condidons. 

A “ Deputy of police,*' 

Though the designation of the 
l.ientenant of Police given by the local 
aoUiortties in 17711 was not sanctioned 
by tile Court of Directors in J^ondtin, a 
year later tliey gnulgingty sanctioned 
the mogniiicent sum of rupees three 



thousand pei annum for a " Deputy of 
Police" Wonderful Court of Dircctois 
were they» capable of ringing the relndn 
of Tweedleduni and Tweedledee, and 
worthy of some Gilbertian pen of that 
day I Was it not a mcniDrable event for 
that august authority only to siihsti* 
tuile the word Deputy ” for " Lieu¬ 
tenant ? But the j>oor paid Deputy 
tm Rs. 250 per month was scaredy able 
to cope with the robberies and otlier 
mote serious crimes prevalent then, 
having regard to the mi^uosoopic body 
of the police he was la charge oL Some 
TCgulatious urgently needed were passed 
in 1779- Tliese, Iiowever, would, soeni 
not to have had the slightest effect 
in rerinemg crime. For it has been 
related that the Grand Jury was con¬ 
strained hi 17$/ to make an emphatic 
protest against the inefhclenQ' of the 
police in repressuig crime. The Grand 
JuO\ it may he observed, %vas the 
autliority who had to hnd wluii was 


calk'd ft '*tnie bill" of mdictmeui 
against tlie accitscd conuititted 
the Magistrate to the quarterl}' Ses¬ 
sions. '[‘best functionaries had. there¬ 
fore. the necessary fiata before diem to 
make the strong protest they did. 
They returned once more to their charge 
tn 1793 which led to tiie passing of 
a Police Act in that year. As a corol- 
laryt it is to he presumed, of that 
enactment, die dentation of theBqmty 
Comnussioner came to be altered to 
Suiierintendent. It was no doubt a 
more imposing title indicating the im¬ 
portance of the authority. And this 
ride^ it may be here obsen^ctl, con¬ 
tinued till Sir Frank Souter had it 
changed into the "Commissioner’' in 
the seventies, after the Second Mnnici- 
pat Act or, as it is more generally known. 
theMunidpal Iteform Bill, was passed. 
That gallant Bahadur, who had earned 
a reputatjini for pursuing and arresting 
the rebel Tautia Topee, was ambitious 



of a first dft® dest^natioit for a first 
dosa pc»]ice in a city whidi liad dr&ady 
assumed tbe self-constituted but not 
iminstitiable title of the First City in 
Lnlta. Blit the more immetliate elTcCt 
of the police Act of 1793 was the 
great improvement dTected in the 
sdiemc of patrolling the City hy day 
au(t night. 

It ^mwl. however, Uiat the tribe 
Ilf hardened robbers, in spite of all 
|»citlce vigilance and reforms, carrital on 
tbdr Jiefatious trade merrily, snapjiing 
tJietr fingers at the full blown su];etin- 
teuilent and Eaughiiig him and his j>osse 
olaejwys to scorn. At last Uie tlovem- 
ment was constrained to appoint n strong 
Committee tn investigste the matter 
and rqjurt wliat drastic mcthduh; 
sbonld be adojited for die suppression 
so grendy vexed and of i.Time whudi 
fr^hteiied die peaceful jioptihidOiL jVud 
once more in iRtm) Sir James Maddntosb 


addre^ed LUo Or&mt Jwo" no tlve indfici- 
ener of Tthe Poliiic. More, the Police 
Magistrate hiinseif was inveighed agatnst 
lot tlie tmlawfiil practice of ^cnteuciog 
cnminals in his police office wliich was 
deemed irtc^lar. The same dtstuignish'> 
ed Judge ot Recorder as lie was then 
colled promulgated his ordinance in irio-3. 
In the teeth of all that was done 
gangs of well armed robbers infested 
the city. Affairs continued in this par¬ 
lous state till 1839 when the Worship¬ 
ful Bench Bo hatily wanting in tJie 
eternal pence for many a civic refoim 
augmetitiMl the Police force at a cost 
of Rs. 10.000 ijei year, a cousiderahle 
sum indeed for those days of 
Munidpal revenue. 

Things i<^Gd on. The sea pirates 
and tlidr masterful counterparts on 
land were unabated in thdr awful 
depredations. At last the Bombay 
Chajuher of Connnerce came to the 
icscne of the city. In those days tt 


was lint only a poww for good and 
potential mQueuce m matters of tom- 
meiee only. It took the keenest interest 
in civic affairs other than cotnmeicial. 
The Chamber, iu response to an earnest 
appeal by the Indian citiatens, addressed 
a lofig letter to the Government brib¬ 
ing to its notice the cojiditioti of affairs 
and the urgent csq>etlieiDcy of saving 
jnercantllc goods traffic especially, 
from mfjlestation. The following ex¬ 
tract from its Rei>ort of the meeting 
of the Chamber of Commerce, held on 
a 8 th S<5>teinber 1853. mform the 
reader of the deplorable state of things 
in the cit>'. 

" Vour Committee had its atteutton 
directed tn June last to the alarming 
prevalence of robberies in the Fort^ 
native tonm and Colaba and to the 
iireC&cieny of the Police force for the 
prevention and detection of these 
depredations, an inefficiency' the more 
remarkable as the robberies referred to 



frequently occmred as well as by day as 
by night Tlic proiicrty abstiactcd. 
comprised cottcin hales and other bulky 
packages, the removal and after conceal¬ 
ment of wbidi m crowded Eucalities 
must have been a matter of extrema 
d^cult>* under an active or trustworthy 
swtem of Pfdice On enquiry it 
awcared that robhcf gangs^ syste- 
iiHically organized for the purpose 
orplTuidcr, iitfesterl the island an d har- 
wnr, and the dread of tlieir vengeance 
Aupled Tivitb an utter want of confidence 
in the Police force, completley paralysed 
that ^stem of the native trading com¬ 
munity who were the chief sufferers and 
prevented aggrieved parties from lodg¬ 
ing complaint uith the magistrates or 
adopting any united efforts to bring 
so serious an evil before the notice of 
the authorities.'' 

Jflr. (afterwards Sir Henry) Ander¬ 
son, who was the Chief Secretary, 
readily and most courteously responded 
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to the appeal ol the Committee, and 
with great alat^ly aiid promptitude 
undertook to abdte the evil. Said 
the Chambert " The rc^lt has been in 
theripiaionof yrnirConuniitee to check 
in a great d^ree chose disorders, 
and to allay the active alajrm which 
the native trading comnumit}* cnteif- 
tained on this jiubject*" In their 
next year's rqjort the Chtmtirer gratc- 
CuUy acknowledgcid the tdlorts which the 
Govenuueixt of the drstingui^ed l«ord 
Hlphinstone had made to clieck the roh- 
Irertes; Vour Committee has the plea¬ 
sure to confirm andcontmnetlic favour- 
alile teatimnny ol its pfcdeccssoi^ td' the 
sahitarv' efTocls of the rDorganisation, 
and the real ahitity with w:hich the 
operations of the force, pi^cntive and 
detective, have been directed and superin¬ 
tended by Air. Foijett, the officer 
^leciolLy selected for the arduous and 
d^icate duty ut introducing the much 
needed reform." 
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M of tbc Public. 


Act 13 of 1856 whidi was ^ 

had liad. the most bcn<:lu;ial ^ 

Apart from the iiiefTiciency ' I 

JtV>liee. tlie Committee of 

tutctl iihoiit tlie time by the {.W^- ,' ? 

mem biimght to light the lam^i - 

comipticn which piwailed in tijc 
JSuropeait and XndiaiL It was ^- 


tnnate mdeorl that I^td Elphinstone 
was able to engage in this arduous 
and respotwiiblc [lost of the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police an officer of dm 
calibre, detecti^^ talent and mmeasinjf 
energy nf Mr. Charles Porjett Whh 
tlie police refortned under his aTsU- 
and active guidance and cutitroj it 
soon became a fine force* real 
guardians of the life and property of 
the citizens. The model force was 
highly praised- Mr. Porj ctl's tlbif^nity* 
suppleness, Uguistic lore and all other 
high «]ualifications made him the idol 
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of Ulc public. Uc wrts every inch ap* 
|trccuitcd as tbe Superinteudent of Police, 
Hia name was a housdiolcl word in the 
community'. It was on the lips of the 
oldest person in the city and the younji' 
est, after liis daring discoveiy of the 
dangerous plot concocted by a sube- 
<lar of tiie latu Marine Battation and a 
private of tlue jotb Native Tnftmtry. 
with half a dewsm others, to raise a 
mutiiiy In the city on the Dhuii-teras 
Day preceding tlie De\vali of the dark 
days of 1857 and pillage the town. Tlic 
story* of that magnificent detective nbi- 
Uly is too weU-kutvwn to need any 
fuithcT mentkn hem. 

The writer often saw* tliis " beau 
" of a Police Commissioner, a 
stm-diied man, of middle he^ht* 
firmly seated in his saddle, genetsilly 
in top-boots, going his roirnd of tlve 
town. He also saw liim on important 
public occasions when hninense cTOwd-s 
gathcrcii in the streets, especially rax 
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the auspkitms tUy M the 
Proclntnatioa of iSsH, s.xm a/ter^sun&et 
when the town was illuminated mul all 
Bombay and ita wife had turned out in 
the Streets. Never have the ojntem- 
piiranes of Uiat period. stUI snrvhing, 
known imothet Police Cotmnissioner of 
'Six. PotjrttV feaiiess courage, unique 
detective hiculty, wealth of rtsources, 
great tact and diverse lingutstic ioret 
ftltlwiugh nmny able Coinmisaioners have ’ 
smee adorned tlie Quefship of the 
Boraljay Police, from Sir Frank Soucer 
down to the able and capable Mr. 
Faiwaides. He was tlie Bavurrl of the 
Bonibav- Police, unsurpassed and still 
unapptoached. He retired in 1S63. 

not so full of liotiouTs as Bombay 
hadw'ijslied, seeing the number of bva- 
Itiable services he had rendei'erl Jitirdy 

lie was tlje Saviour of, Bombay in 1%;^, 

In condusKin, a few words mu-it lie 
said about the general impression the 
Folke of the fiifties made on the mhul 
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of tlie writer prior to its tadicat reoiwA- 
ticn 3 ^- Faoett- T!ic force wns even 
tlien iuadcKiuate for tfie needs t»f tlio city 
then fast growing in populatiuii iwd aldo 
in trade. The men on patrol were planted 
far and wide so thiit it was always com- 
plamed of that if any izxtrunrdiiiftiT 
events took x^lace one could not find 
a pulicennm within half a mile, let alone a 
Stones throw, of the distturljancci The 
* constaliulary was ill-dad and iU-equiiipcd 
albeit tiiat the imiform was the same, 
the yellow piigiee and the black coat 
which earned from some wit the ^thri' 
qnct of the ^'Yellow sealevl bottle.” But 
w'oiBe was that not five persona in 
the force knew how to read and wxitCr 
Their pay was h which, per Imps, 
was not inadeiiiiatc considering that the 
Cost of li\ring then was cheap enough, 
while the ordinary day labourer launcd 
two :uuias per day. Indeed the. police 
was not so much in. evidence m it b 
isxlit].'. They looked, when on duty 
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like mtn who listd just come from the 
land of lilp Vtm W'inkle, There was 
nt)t a wfiit of difference between 
them and Uie common cooJk from 
whose class the}-were rccrnitctl, Tliey 
moved almti! Icumrely a stolid unintel* 
ligent. unrcsourccful l»ody of men. 
The police in those days were in charge 
of the lire extingoishing semce* Even 
here they h^al never been knnwti to 
di^Iay airy great xiresence of minil or 
the gjedal aptitude needed for that 
kind of work. Indeerl it impressed imc 
as if they belfmged to the jVteadian age 
of Bomba}' of the seventeenth .itiii 
cighteenlii caitnries. The Euroiican 
element in the force was voiy timitcrl, 
while tlicre were no motmted troops. 
The>' did not come into cjdsftcnce tiJj 
iftgG. Neither was there any armed 
police. ^Vltogether the pohcemtm of the 
fifties was a Sony s^iecimen everyway 
of a watchman for a fast grnwing 
city like Bombay. 
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CttArttUt XXXIX-—THE IvVRLY 
EUR01>Ei\N aiERCH*\KTS OF 
BOMBAY. 

AVlNG briefly ut the 



X X cunditioa u£ tlie city durhig the 
lifuc:? in ra^ect of population, health, 
prater-supply, couservitncy, lighttuf' and 
yiolice, it will be in tlie fltnc;^ uf things 
t<t lake a fairly broad Sttn'ey of tUetrOfle 
conditions generally of tliat eventful 
decade, lu the first instsmee* it is 
essential to recall the fact of the very 
imperfect system of T<%istration of the 
foreign trade at Biuuliay port. (Jonsidei- 
ingthat. even in Great Britatn. the value 
of on accurate mgistration of hn^Mirts iind 
exports was only bf^intiing to be rea¬ 
lised, It need noi Eurprise us that tha 
customs authorities at idl the xirinciiiol 
Ituhon ports, Bombay mduded, imd 
only a most mdimentary organisatiott 


(or l lio puffunsc, No doubt the t»dvcitt- 
mcnt hud some time before crcatwf the 
jKist of what vias knowp as " The Re¬ 
porter Gettcral of Hxtenial Coimneice.** 
He coaid not liave t>eeii a person regu¬ 
larly trained for the purpose, seeing tlmt 
the Bombay Chiunber of Commerce, 
itsell a young, though active and vigors 
ous, iastttutluu of about fourteen years’ 
standing, had been wTtmgUng some- 
where between i&4$ and ilS3t> wrth the 
local Govemmeut ulioiit a biinleu which 
w'fis attempted to be foisted on that ju¬ 
venile oiganisation of Bombay trade at 
that date Rudimentary as the system 
of registration was. the Chamber was 
asked to contrilmte u hundred nipees 
j»er numtli towards the printing of the 
returns which that body wislied to he 
furnished with* It contended that it 
W'as the duty of the State to keep itsdf 
welt informed for its own revenue 
and statistical purposes, and. therefore, 
whatever the expense ought to btr 


borne hy it. Tt was no part of the 
Chamber's fTinctians to bUce upon itself 
suL'h a duty, and if it demanded a n^n- 
lar nwmUity return of Imports and ex¬ 
ports, ii was simply to help the State 
in stimulating the trade of the port the 
potentiafiltes of which were so great 
ami manifest. None cotilil say that 
the conttmtion of the Bombay Chamher 
w'as Ungrounded. But one has to re* 
member that in tbuSt! days the East 
India Coin}>any wa,s excoediugly tight 
as to its pui^. tt was extravagant tu a 
Canit in certain dii'ections, while cheese¬ 
paring hi other ways. f)ne has to go 
through the ponderous tom^ of tlie 
Bailiamentary entiuiiy instituted every 
SI years, on the renewal of its charter, 
to be quite postett in reference to their 
modes of expeuditurc. The eross-«x* 
amination by independent membeis of 
some of the " bigwigs " of the Court of 
Dirixtors, will be found refreshing and 
instructive even at tJiis date. The 


eitqiliries of 1^31 and nf rSsj are 
bnth tjjccewfingly infoimitig. 

Jealousy nf the Cofnpany. 

Ni» wonder then iliat the Comijany 
wdudi strained at gnats and swallowed 
camels should tmve been so mean as to 
attempt to place the htirdcn of the cost 
of the registration of the seaborne trade 
of this port on the Chamber. But, 
perhaps, tijept was another rcasjm wliich 
can be surmised; the general attitude 
of the Company towards the '* intcr- 
lopcrs/ that is. persons other than those 
serving undci a covenant with the 
Ctnnpan^' who were allowed by the 
CItarler Act of 1833 to have tree and 
mirGstricted trade in In d i a , was tme of 
great sui^iciom The Company looked 
with a jealous ua these ''mterhijjers” 
who had, alter half a centory’s continu¬ 
ed agitation, been able to succeal ia 
achieving Urntr object, Kven to die 
British traders of the forties of the last 



Ctintttiy. india was ^Ul a liind ol tlie 
Pagoda tree. Tlie tree Itad only to be 
shaken to eoitect any number of silver 
pagwlas m the lop. The pagoda, ha the 
reader may be aware, was the coin ol the 
reahn current iluriug the prpspcrous era 
of I^ntugucse tr4ide. Ttw Company's 
sen'unts looked askance at the new 
class of traders, mi enterprising and so 
keen, but so different in political and 
cconuimc beliefs tram them. Whereas 
the Company was a gie;rt mciicpoUst 
and pKrtectionist, the Intcrlopcis were 
mostly of free trade persuuaiou. tt was 
entirdv owing to the freedom allowed 
under the Cliarter Act of tb 33 to 
all Briti^i ti-aders to carr>' on their 
trade tiniettered in this countrj' that 
it became practical for the English 
merchants in Bomljay iii the iatter 
part of the thirties to establish what 
has been since known ns the Bombay 
CbarabcT of Comnieicc, I'his was in 


the (lolilcn MoUo. 


Bnt the first founders, of wlium 
ittorc in tile sequel, were sltrewd and 
caimy, Their wisdom and mercantile 
Mgttcity aremuch to be admired. Tbcir 
golden motto was t<t move lilowh’. There 
were scores of mercarUile and niotine 
matters which tlieir short exjjerieiice 
inforuicd ncetled reform Brit tli.ey ut 
once [inderscood tile eaqicdiency of 
going Forwanl step by step^ tio tiie 
matter of registration of trade retnms 
was not taken bi hmid for nt^rly ten 
years after the Cbumber was established. 
Wc could w'cll understand how the au¬ 
thorities of tlic Hast IritlL't Compairv* 
must have Uied their best tlmt the 
“ intcrloiicre " Jihtmid know as littli'of 
the movements of the trade as |x>ssiblcj 
l»eing themselves such dose mono¬ 
polists of Indian commerce tor over a 
cartury. But none gna staj’ the march 
of events and the Company soon found 
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o\it riiai the men oi tlie Clijun- 

ber of Commerce had come to stay. And 
staid the)- have. The ChantW hos grows 
wiUi the growth of years aiul ‘trengtlieih 
ed itself with tlic stteiigth acquired by 
its luiiiiue mliiieitce and position 

So ii bapjieDcd that the problem 
of tlte registration rd the trade was 
solved by the Ret^ortcr- 
t^onentl giving up the rrrigiiia] to 

charge the Chamlicr rupees •^neluuiUred 
per month and allow that hod)' tJlrough 
its SecTctaiy or tither officer deiniied to 
ins{)cctat Utc Custom riiruse thc dailyor 
weekly registrations. Tliat was the 
primitive way in whidi those staiwurt 
but cntcriirising men of comnierce began 
to feel their way and uuderstotid the 
dynamics of the seaborne trade—how 
cotton and tither proiuce came to fiom' 
bay, hosv and where it was s 3 iii;jj>ed, and 
so on. But the most useful and arduous 
pioneer work which tins early men of 
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Ehe Gmmbe} did dc^anda cme or two 
chapters by themsdvts. It was they 
whn i«atl3’ laid broad aad deep the 
foundations of Bombay’a' 
gteatneas, and thus the mea uf com:tiierce 
of to-day, be they Indian or Euroi^eaJt, 
owe them a deep debt of gratitude, atul 
the Govet luucut of Bombay itself must 
feel grateful to th 3 u for the im'uluable 
serx'ices they reader^, which while, 
beuetitting them, also contributed largely 
to expand the revenues of Bumbayl 
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Chatter THli WHO 

\f.\DE BOMBAV- 

HlvRF. is lui public rnfitituticn in 



•L Bombay wbicti cou lay ckmt to a 
long career of dglity-four years os tbe 
Bombay Oiottitier of Comtncicc, tlie 
Bombay Branch of tite Royal Asiatic 
Society. Tlic latter tsas founded. 
afi already observed in & previous 
diopter, by ttie distinguished jurist 
end eminent political Tihilosopher, Sir 
James Haddutoslt. in tSo5. Fiftem 
years ogo its centenary was fittingly 
cdebiatcd under the presidency of the 
Re\^ Pr. Scott, a countryman of Sir 
James and a learned scholar whose 
popularity as a ProfeSiw.ir of Wilson 
College has been so well-known. The 
^Bombay Qiambcr of Comniercc, on the 
other hand, was established m Septem- 
ber 1830, but it is worthy of reoewd 
that its founders also were mostly 


Scotchmen—itr Skiiuier, of the then 
firm of Messrs. Skinner & Co,* who Ioiik 
since have earned a rci)utation for c<vm* 
mfrciiil in w'hat may be caUcd 

tlie East Indies, lliey had Ijrandies 
in Calcutta and elsewhere in this eonntrv 
and also in China, which still exists 
under the more widely known title of 
Jardine. Skinner & Co. In this finn 
may be well discerned the typical 
cnt^nK of longheacLetl mid hard- 
headed Scotchmen. In Qilm and in 
other parts of the civilised world where 
tliey have large ilealh^s, the name of 
the firm is a hottsehold worth IT th^ 
have amassed great wealth and earned 
an enviable reputation for siem 
commercial mtegdiy, »t is owing no 
doubt to the eminad qualities the sous 
of Caledonia possess, wherever they 
plant or colonise tiiemsclves. In India 
and Chino, the Scotch no doubt were the 
pioneers not only of trade. They were 
pioneers of education also. It is with 



the nattiC'ol a Scotchjium. no other tlioQ 
the ramiwiied {m<l hnUuint Mcvuntsttuirt 
Elijhinstoiie, that the first coUegbitc 
institution establifibcd^ in this great city 
is associated. Tlje earliest iriaftssois were 
chielly iScotchmea. Our Giand Old Man 
had had his academic career ivrwier them. 
And his l^fesaar of Muthematics, a 
science in which lilr. Dadahhov- was so 
proficient, was Mr. Patou, aik^otc]tt^ain 
The Elphiiistoue Instttiition liar! for its 
principal Dr. Jctiui Harkness. who was 
a hom Scotamfln with, all his bioiul native 
aarents and maiinerisins. Aa Professor of 
Liigic andMoraJ FhiJf>sof>hy in the fifties, . 
the writer can recadl how fond the wortliy 
Prindpal was of hts great countryman 
ami iiicta}3hysician. Sir Williaw H siiill- 
ton. Not a lecture was delivered but 
there was some reference or anothci: to 
tiiat eminent authority. B e was followed 
by Sir Alozaiider Grant, by far Uie 
most learned Principal and Professor 
of Eui'opeita reputation^ E.Iphinstone 
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Cuflcgc luid tbtr good fortuiife to have 
between i860 and r8(>6. He, too, 
was a Scotcbman of the Scot, with 
an histoiical lineage, and who had by hb 
translation of the ethics of Aristotle earn, 
ed a distinct IJuiopean niputatirtiL The 
writer learnt all about Greek history 
arid Greek democracy under hini; also 
his Bacon. And many have been the 
Scotchmen who have been the educators 
of Indian youths in thb and other 
^cadencies. But more of them when 
t e chapter ou early educatiou in Biini^ 
bay in the hfUes b readied* Not ouly 
but all India is proud of its 
Scottish merchants wfu> were the 
pioneers of Commerce. 

Messrs. Skinner & Co., 

•Wessrs. Skinner & Co, then founded 
the CJtantber of Commerce vtuler the 
auspices of a good and weU-knuwn 
Govemoi, whose name is prominently 
«SBOciated with the Medical CoUege in our 
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midst, Sir Koburt Gnmt. B’Tnibiiy ftlsa 
of A wetbknowu public thoriingh- 
fare which hears hU name. It was 
thou sluwly emer^mg from its obacniity 
intu Commercial importance. Uumhs to 
its tiusurpaoi^ia! gcpgrajililcal posttlon in 
Asia. Whoeuuld have dreamt, however, 
in the days of Pliny tliat tlib Hcpt<m- 
sta of Qtirs was to he the greatest gateway 
of trade hetiveen Kuropc and the Hast. 
And yet Bombay was even in E1S36 tt 
comparatively oliscurc port, albeit tliat 
the canny Scottish tradwa luid espied 
its inicalculahic value for purposes <if 
Cfiuimerce and tlic fjolential greatness 
of tvhidi it was capalde later uu. Titus, 
Unua, on tiie a2nd day of Septemher, 
when the Chamber was founded, 
it boostod of the following hnn.*i as 
mcmlicrfi. Their ntunes are worUiy of 
record as the merchants who had the 
farsightedness to itsscss Bombay at its 
true value and the cotmnjerclal eminence 
which it was destined to rise, That 
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OTitience has longsince been nttniiud, but 
it iemmn.*« to be seen wbetber that otber 
fishinjr viiJagG on the iNinks of the In¬ 
dus is going in the near firtitre to deprive 
it of that eminence. If none else, that 
aident lover o£ Karadii, and its most 
able ami indefatigable merchant, so tong 
Ghainmin of the Chamber there, 
Montajju Webb, will obtain for it. But 
he will have to wait till the Euphrates 
Valley Railway project^ once more ns 
vmd, is anaccompuied fact and Emoije 
jouia hands with Asia at this rtsing 
port. But meanwhile we have to see 
to the memliers of the first aiamber 
of t8j6, TTiej' were eleven all told. 

Skinner & Co. , 

Nicol & Co;. 

Duncan, Gill & Co., 

Decktc & Co,, 

Gisborne, Menzines & Go.^ 

Rit^ Stuart & Co., 

Mac Vicker. Bure & Co., 
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McGr^ot, Browning & Co., 
Diicon Carter & Co,, 
Giltanders, Hwart & Co,> and 
Firtli &. Co. 


And here we may tarry for a few 
to gaae at the long 'mtiirval o$ 
So yfflrs t(* recount the '* roll of ho* 
lurar " of these valiant captains of trade 
to whom Bombay is so va'rtly indebted- 
Some namt^ since clianged may be 
idfntihed. twit .aJas, how many find 
their place no more in the Yearly Calen^ 
dar of the Chamber, The Skinners long 
since retired from thb dty to take 
1^ a wider field of commerce at Calcutta 
and Oiina. In this instance happily* 
they' survive and are still dwri^iiflg 
at Shanglmi where they have hccomc 
the great pioneers of the cotton mdusr 
try and railways. Bombay wishes them 
every prosperity and centuries of a 
flourishing commerciftl career, Niofl 
A Co.» however, or as they were lately 
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Willuitn Nicol & Cot, are gonfc. 
And it is sad to relate their place knmvs- 
thcin no more either here cjr in (;tasj;ow- 
And yet it is iiccesaai>' to rembid fiom- 
bay merchants that, il to-day th<^ are 
proud of tlieir docks, thdr basins 
and their bunders, it is owing to the 
original entcriuisc of that linn, of whom 
the brothers John and James Flemii^ 
were leading partners. It was thty 
who litst lannched the tmterprise then 
known as the Elphinstone hand and 
Pr^ Company, each individual share¬ 
holder of which was a most substanUal 
merchant or lauded proprietor. It was a 
Scot<di Governor, Lord Elphinstone. wlio 
offered the concession to redaha the 
hasin at Camac Bunder and fnrtlier 
mtUi, and it was a Scotch linn, again, 
whidi boldly entered on that high enter* 
prise^ the fruition of whidi was the first 
Prince’s Dock and the sister 

docks sinidt bjiilr, 
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Tile end of Nkdt & Co. 


Tlic Nicols must be deemed the 
makers of the oolos^ Bombuy tmtte 
wlvkh Ts't witness tt>*day- But it would 
tic too Itaig to narrate the instructive, 
but highly interesting, history of ifessrs. 
KkoJ ima Co., which, owing to the 
finnni^rnl embarrassments wroui'ht by the 
mnd spccubitioiis of 181)4-65 was pnrtialb' 
cripiderl—au embarmasment from which 
it was never able to recover but suo- 
ctimbei] when that mighty crush of tlic 
4;iu^w Bank overtook the Ujiitcti King* 
dom in the memorable year jS^S. An 
et]uaily enterprising ctintempcirury firm 
Wits that of Messrs. Ritchie, Stuart and 
Co. They, too. launched another colc»- 
sal sdietnc of public works, Lite well* 
known Back Buy Reclamatton Co. 
A floimd Qtid substantial concern, it was 
practically wrecked by the failure of 
the Asiatii: Bunk, wbidi had ntiarty 
41 dorc of its money there, and partly 
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by Uie folly and imjjatkuce ot tin; JsUiue- 
hoMfirs wiiu, io s|}ito of tlic wist: catiosiel 
of Uic dircctois^ notably ita gltaiTnT.ift 
ill. Walter CasscK anotlier grtnl n-im*. 
in the oiinuls id Bombay C^^inmeiyy, 
aoi to wtml op the Conniimj'. woimil 
It op to tilt dirtriineiit of all the ia- 
tejwt& ctinceineeL But the histoiy of 
that gigantic recLintatiov] has already 
boon fully narrated eln^herc hy the 
priricnl writer and need not be rcferroil 
to here. Suffice to the fortinies 
of A£r. Premchajul Rcychaiui ivcie in- 
dhiiitJlubly bound op with that hon^ 
whose gavding star was Mr. Midiael 
Scott. The tirm was greatly crippled 
and cventuailj; was teconstnictcil, lUl 
it wa5 oierged some years ago into 
another Yonjoger linti. Messrs. Leckic 
and Co. were also great merchants 
and bankers, they too were overwhelm^ 
ed by the apecuhitive mania and the 
aficunath that eiisuecL Tiie other 
firms of 1836 either retired or were 
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ainalgamnteft with younger nvalSj but 
the company named GiUanders, Ewart 
and Co, csui be recognised En the firm, 
of Ewart, Latham and Co., whose CaJ- 
cutth branch is kn^wti as that of Glad¬ 
stone. Wyllie and Co., and the J^ondon 
(me as Gillandcrs, Arlmthnnt and Co. 
Hius it has happened that the original 
firms which constituted the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce in 1836 are gone. 
Their platt* knows tliem no more, and yet 
what magnificent work they ^d. Time 
no doubt ^olls its ceaseless courec, but 
we can never forget those sturdy t radeis 
from Caledonia who cstaldi^ed that 
institution which after 84 years is 
ilouri-ihii^ in our midst, and to whom 
the civic and commercial world of 
Bombay equally owe a deqj debt of 
gratitude- liouotir he to those men. 


OttAPtiai X3J,~WHAT 

OWES TO rmi chamber 

THE PrFTlES. 



A VARIETY of cotmncncit 
of iLo fittic importance 
attention of the successive cmniRJiibtccs 
of tiic Ciiambcr duriug the cpoch'malcti^ 
penod of Bombay in the hftics, Tfw 
unsatisfactory service of tlie mEul, the 
exjjediait^* of a fii-monthly service 
the scarcity of shipping and tlic. ctmsc* 
qaent dearness of freight, the emde 
system of haulage and transport, the 
desirability of etimulatiag mercantUe 
produce, the postal service, the progress 
of the infant railways, the Inirden of 
transit duties, and other kindred topics 
were the subject matter of the annual 
rqiort, not Imgetting the ever-fiesh 
tr^ic of the extended cultivation of cot- 
tou. It is indeed a striking fact that, 
all through the history of tlie Cliamber of 


Commtifcv. ihe o&c .subicct of trade 
above all ctbcj® whkk has cootinuoiiiL 
Jy occupied die attcxition o! diat body 
is cuttuo. There a* lioiUijig sm^iriiuiit; 
in ii seemg that £iiig Cotton tins 
reigned supreme in the aenbomc 
trade oi Ikriubay. Whatever Lheiutcicut 
trade ui this staple cuuuuodity and 
whatever tTavellers and otlicrs may have 
s«ud and written alajut it. there i-v no 
doubt o1 1.11C fact tlmt it liegan to uxtruct 
the atlcntion of the merdtants of the 
West m a very targe degree from the 
set'enteenth century. It must, liowcver^ 
be recognised that the ^'st^atic ex¬ 
ports of tlie raw staple and some of its 
popular manufacturer! products, cali¬ 
coes In partscttliir. weie owing to thi eu- 
teq^riso of the British merchants tradhig 
to the who eventuaUy established 

the f^reat hast India Company* Hil- 
burn, who laboriously compiled tho^ 
two pandturous volumes tm Indian and 
Asiatic Trade, as back os 1812, give 
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an rsteeUmt uuirativit of: tiidkn i.'ottnuu 
And so floes auoilier Inboriotts^ Cdiii|utef 
of Unit penod^ Mf, lilacpbiii^ii. Tbe 
laltcf gives B clear mStigbl; into the cotton 
trade by leyirodncing in the text stunples 
of cotton htvaictis from Bonibay. They 
arc so interesting that they are worthy 
of ittucly in the origiitol as il is not pus^ 
sihle to transcribe tliem to this place. 

In tho^ invoices the shipper of 
Buinbny cotton to-dny may leam For 
himself what the actual price of rJic 
i best ravr material, what die cost of trans¬ 
port and what the oilier charges were. 
He may compare notes as to freights 
ajitlc o m m is aio n,; also as to rmuittaiices 
and exchange, the latter being always 
at a prcnihim and in favour of India. 

flruwlb of the Cotton Trade. 

But whatever was the cost of rtiw 
cotton at the commencement of the 
nmetcenth century, there is no doubt. 
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that in th« early fifties tike Eiest BrcKicIi 
and Surat variety flid not sell for more 
than Rs. 70 to Ra. too per candy. Cot' 
ton groretng in iUe United States was 
not half so extensive as in rlits eotmtry 
till [S56. So that it b perfectly intetli* 
gible how [»ersistcnt the Chamber was 
in its efTorts to urge tni the Bomhay 
Oovemmejit the importimee and vjilue 
of extended cultivation of Ctitton But 
at thb time of tlic day it is almost 
snpererrrgatory to discourse on this srob- 
jeet, which is so famiiiar to cverj- com¬ 
mercial man in Bombay, if not to the 
proverbial achtwlboy of Thomas Babing- 
t(m Macaulay, But one nnuie lihonld lurt 
be omitted from mention in this place. 
How many are there in the cit>' who not 
only extensively buy and sell cotton 
but recklessly ^leculate in it and even 
gamble themsdres into rain; who axe 
aware of one of the pioneers who hud 
bad a great deal to do tvitli improving 
the quality of Broach cotton in the fifties. 


An honourable mention made by the 
Chamber in one of its reports of ttiat 
person, unknown to fame. He was 
Mr. J, M. Davis. There Iiave, no doubt, 
been other Davises since; hut this 
pii^jneer specially deserves mention, see^ 
ing that it was in the latter part of the 
fifties that the United States rose to 
the importance of estended cultivatton 
of cotton, though the Civil War was 
yet remote anti undreamt of. It was 
Liverpool which was so keen, and 
Liverpool was goaded by the Manchester 
factory—owners of the time, the early 
free traders of whom the most promh 
nciit were Bright and Cobden. The 
free traders, who were millownera, 
were greatly impressed by the necessity 
of importing as much as they promptly 
could of Broach and Sumt cotton from 
year to year. It was a dire necessity with 
them. Manchester moved the Liverpool 
cotton merchants. These in theii 
turn moved the Bombay Chambet 


who were tliemselves iiKlependcirtty 
alive to the Uiriviog trdfle ia tlic com¬ 
modity to the Presidency -and bring 
ample grist to the treasnry of the State. 
But the miilijtvners of Manchester 
liad nnoLher string to their bow. ITiey 
were ntgiog the magnates in Lcaulcnltalt 
Street to bring preswire on the Bom¬ 
bay Govonimeiit, Thus it was the com- 
billed pressure of the two atrojig British 
mtercsts whidi stunulated Uie larger 
cultivation of cotton. Private interests 
thns had a deep and solid I'oimdatloii 
of the more estonsive growth of cotton 
which of course the Civil War m America 
vastly stimiilated. A public calamity 
in one country was the opportunity of 
another, exactly as we see to-day 
how, owing to the recent horrid war, 
more thou one neutral State was able to 
forge ahead and capture the trade 
and industries, for the time, of the ene¬ 
my. It may not be unnatural under the 
circumstances to question the Bambay 
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wlicthec I’Ikv ivmtld have 
beeit in tlie position they ere situated 
to-day Tmt for the initifilsttaiit and power 
applied ffoni without. doubt, 
or rather Biunbay, ^ui mot^t could hat'e 
considerably stimulated cotton cu]> 
ttvotion. But It is a question whether 
the vast strides made in cotton culti«- 
vathm would hove been hot 

for the two basic factors referred to. 
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CHAPTCit XLn— IMPROVISMHNT 
IN Tmi AIL SKRWCK. 

S t<j the irregtilarity cif the 



mails of those days ouc cajmot 
but sympathise with the Chamber of the 
fifties, seeiog how those of the prcsfmt 
gexieratiodt, since the opening of the 
Suex Canal, hav'e been situated. The 
development of International Trade, 
which commenced soon after the ofien- 
ing of the Canal and the immense strides 
in steam navigacion in. consequence 
thereof^ urgently demanded a regular 
bi-monthly s^vice and that at a greater 
^eed than was ever possible or think¬ 
able during tlic age of the wooden walls 
and the eaxly period of steam vessels. 
But the foreign trade took leaps and 
bouiHls, and as the need of speedier 
coircspondcncc was finnly cstablishect 
it become obsoJutely gsjtPQ tiol to have 
a weekly mad service, well regulated. 
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wd! ordered, iiithal pmicttjoj. In 
thb re&pect all the foreaga Cliambars 
m the comitiy set on foot a eomhined 
agitation, which eventoally had Its effects 
M the post office in Londoa, Many 
bileed were the angrj* correspondeuc'e 
t® the papers and ntii ny inore were 
tJie well reasoned representations of the 
different Chambers, heartily srrjtportcd. 
by the Press* and hj' the mmnbers of 
the Honse of Commons in Tyottdou in¬ 
terested in India's ford^ trade. When 
all the difficulties were one 1^- one 
smootlied down, it would appear that 
tfat one poteuttal Hon in the path of the 
reform was the autocrat at St. Martius 
Lc Grand. Fortified by the Urttish Navy 
at his back, the customar)' obiectioo 
to increased salaries to cany tlic mails 
was bronifht forward. But it was proved 
to demonstration that that objection 
was untenable, having regard to the fact 
that there were good strong competive 
navigation companies ready and willing 
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to carry the Indian mails. TLere was 
a periodic struggle, as each tiiae the 
contract for subsidy had to lie discuss^ 
ed in tUe Houiie of Cotimwms. ilnd 
by a sireu^ irony of fale it happen^ 
that, thanks to the umny competing 
lines, the Monopolist Mail contpsuiy 
1ml to climb down as to its snbridy. 
It was sometliing over £70,000 a ciuar- 
ter of a century ago, and it is otily half 
or less tlian half at preseat. The dura¬ 
tion of the passage of the nuiils has from 
time to time be]ett steadily cnitaUeU in 
response to the reasonable agitation of 
the Chambers to speed the mails and to 
have them deliveron the thirteenth 
day from London. All these reforms in 
‘ the regular and early mail service have 
been accomplished stage by stage, since 
the fifties anti the men of the present 
generation owe a debt of gratitude to 
the Chamber in this respect. A more 
signal service to the Empire could not 
have been rendered. But just contrast 
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the irrc^Ior^ delayed and even vcxaUoiis 
mail services of the Ellies. It would 
be deemed “ intalerahle to wait Lo-day 
for a month to get letters, papers and 
periodicals, let alone overland " goods. 
And yet further contrast the fact that 
for a time, a little earlier than the Ef 
ticSj the monthly mail of the time 
was carried by the vessels of the Indiaii 
Navy, which necessarily steamed slower 
than the private merchant boats. Can 
anybody realise to-day the mental con¬ 
dition of merchants, when owing to 
the perils of the sea and imavoidahte 
causes, the mail was late in arriving. 
There were no cables and no waj- of 
learning any news about a breakdown or 
other casualty, till 1S65. When the 
Indo-liuropean telegraph was establfebed ' 
and till 1870 when the Great Eastern 
laid down the Erst sabmariiie cable 
between Suez and Bombay, the 
of the mails at our antiquated bundets 
vas one of a most primitive character, 
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opart item tiie difficulties of tiit- liigli 
uiousoon seas at the Dtiitoins House. 
For a long tiine it was at the Custonis 
House bunder that tlie moils were landed. 
It was somewhere iii the eighties tlmt 
the>'‘ began to be laiided at the ApoUo 
Bunder. Mvea aitei landiiig, t»)t till 
the raidcUe of the seventies was there 
any ef&cieut organisation at the Post 
Office to sort the letters. The earliest 
deliveries were made at the windows 
specialK’ reserved at the Post Office. 
And hundreds of the genus hatttal 
and i>eon crowded soon after the nmil 
was signalled, with their windoW'deli- 
very tickets, keeping a wearji* watch 
and waiting for their respective office 
letters. It was always an interesting 
s%ht. very suggestive, to see th^ 
crowds and muse awhile on the methods 
of delivery. The sea-sorting system 
did away with the primitive sorting, 
and Bombay, and for that matter all 
India, was gratihed when letters cam. 


to hand within two horns of their land' 
Contrast nU the conditiooa of pos' 
tal niail (ieiivey' to^y with those of 
the fifties. Om ca^ot but thank the 
Bonibny Chamber of Commerce in tlie 
first instance for ail it did dniing the 
last half a century and more. Surely 
those sturdy stalwarts of the Chamber are 
the makers of the new Bombay, of the 
post, the cables, the docks aiul the tafl- 
ways. But for their petststent agitation 
made in all these rejects wc should 
uwer have got ImTf the relorms. 


CflAPTHu XIJU.— RAILWAYS, TELE- 
ORArnS ASD THE POST. 


I N ciiie of tho {ongoing c^hnpterii it 
has been observed that the fifties 
of Uie lost ccntiin* wn«. far aa Bomr 
bay was ertneerned, oil epoch-making 
one in ctivers directioxis, e^TCciaUy in 
the matter of mercantile progress and 
mercHiitile facilities. Perhaps no xiublic 
record ufiers mure complete evidence 
ni that tact than the compreluaisive 
and eliiboratc reports of the Bombay 
CltambcT of Commerce which, as has 
been previously observed, had had enor¬ 
mously to do with the making of Bom¬ 
bay as the great entrqjot of coramefce 
between Eurojje and Asia that it has 
beeit for thirty-five years and more* 
Tl^ftr positiun die liad been aide to 
ottaiu diietly on account of the pioueeil 
work so admirably reiwlcred by tha*| 
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body of Iviijgilisb oxid Scottdi mcrckauts. 
1 1 was tlic siugutar good fortiuie of In¬ 
dia that, betwctin 1844 and 1856, Its 
supreme adiniuistration was preyed 
over by two sacccs^e pro-cousuls of 
tile hlgliest practical statesmanship. 
Lord Ilardixige, tJie giaudfatber of our 
beloved and poiitilar Viceroy, 
adniiitTSta:ed the aitairs of this ctnuitry 
from tS+4 to 1S48, No doubt the 
tiovenior-Gcneralsliip was pmctkaily 
characterised Isy war. owing to thepotiU- 
cal extgoicitt in the Punjab. Lord 
Hardipge was as much of a great sol' 
diet' as a great stot^man. In reatity 
be ivas a man of |.feace ajul aulistan- 
tiai GcoiiDinic progress. And it wu^ 
thiring his admuiistratiou tliat there 



was first lard the foundation of railway 
cojistnictioxir He wts only here for 
four years, part pf which was occupied 
in the con^lidatiDii of the ncwly-acqalr' 
od province of tlie l^intnb. But what¬ 
ever time he could othCTwise spare was 


551 


V 

I 


/ 





whoJe lieartedhr devoted to tUc 
tnoTul cuid tnatcDu] jirotfrtrss of ttic peo* 
pie. Tlie railways in I^ttgland wcjt a 
quarter of a c^turj* otrl tmd tlicir incal- 
cnlablc bcnctita were fairly rcaltscd 
l/ird Boitthtgc strove to introditce mil- 
wavs rn India and did most imiHirtant 
spiide work, so that wken be laid ilown 
lib exalted ofhee lliere was before the 
Court ol Directors lib nunnte and 
matured scheme on the iincs the con- 
struL'tiuu should proceed* Hbsuccessm. 
the Mnrqab of Daltaatsie, came with the 
lioDOttrable ambitwii of bringmg the rail¬ 
way project to a succesi^itl practical 
issue. Fresh ffoin bis experieaoe as n 
i^abterat. specially at the Board of 
Trade, he was well-qualified to enter 
heartily into the greatest of ail pubhc 
works, Ue devoted the most minute 
aiteniioii to su&es&fiilly laureling the 
scheme. And thanks to hb energy, 
undoubted ability and enpenencu he liad d 
he satbiactiou to sec, at the close of tib i 
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Govemor-Ceiieral ship tii r836, that t!ie 
Cast Indian Railway, tlie Cr^at Indian 
Penimula Railway ojid the Bombay* 
Baroda and Central India Railway had 
all made a respect able bc^mniiig. It 
is owing to thesse railways that mueh 
of the time and atUntion of the finint)ay 
Climber was ocenpi&l iii suggesting and 
reebimiientUiig aliganiGnts and routes 
which might greatly facilitate comnmni- 
cations with the north-east as w*eli as 
the south-east and also w'ith the north¬ 
west. In 1854-55 that enterprisli^ and 
energetic body ot merchants was Umsy 
haimncring away at opetung Central 
India and Klmndesh* with a vi^ to 
dev'etopiag the great cotton trade be- 
tween the provinces and JJaiolmy. 

Ihe Beginning of the 0. I. p« R. 

'a - 

% The Chamber did signal service to 
1 the city by lecommeoding most earnest* 
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ly to tiic Gwcramcat the extreme 
value of the 0 I I’- hue bebg con- 
stnictccl III that direction, instead til 
allowdn}* it, as was origitmUy limneth 
to ojien these districts via Surat and the 
Tapti Viillcj’, lljat talented engineer, 
Mr, Berkley, of the G- I* P. Railway 
Company, was heartily in accord with 
the reconunendatioti of the Chamber, 
The Thull Ghat liad to be piercerL but 
he was convinced that the opiinmg of 
commiuikations in the iiorthHeast lay 
by way ot that Ghat and not by the 
Tapti Val!e>'. So far the Bombay mer¬ 
chants. Euroi-tom and Indian, tnust 
thank their predecessors of tlic fifties 
that this sensible and most useful align- 
meiit was Hucc«sfidly urged. But for 
it H is dcrulitful whether during the 
Lancashire Cotton famine the Tapli 
Volley scheme could have been complet¬ 
ed in order to supi'ly as large a <iuantity ^ 
of colton as was wanted by the niiUs^/ 
there. It was a grent service rendered | 



to tlio grooving commerce of Bombay. 
On the other hand, the direct north¬ 
east route thron^i Khajulesh greatly 
quickened the construction ot Uie line 
which ultimately counoctefl Calcutta witli 
Bombay. Of course, it was deciderl that 
the J3. B. & C- 1- line should take its own 
natural course bi the nortli-westcrly 
directitui. In the soutli-easterly direc¬ 
tion. on the way to Srtadras, tlic C. 1. P- 
Ccinipaii>‘ Tiad comideted tlic line as fur 
as CampfJtilee* The old cart route was 
[tom Coiupoolce to the Bhore tiimt ytiid 
Rluuulalhi. For years tqge^er Catn- 
poolee was au important Station and 
every monsoon time hinidicds of pairs 
of bullock* were regularly kgit m nadl- 
ness to avoid all iuterruptions to pas^n- 
get a nd good* traihe arising from 
aoddeut by way of Ianidslit:ts on the i.>hat 
iuchite^ That practice was done away 
with wlien tlic Company fdt fully coit- 
i Hdcnt or the safety of the Lrliai during 
the monsoon. The Chambet was highly 
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gratifi&l when in x855'3& this line as lor 
ns CmujKwiee wns cotn,dieted. Tlirojigh 
otuamuiiicntiorr with the Deccan was 
esU'iULisIicft tor the Orsi time. It was 
an CTBiit hi the annals of 

The First Telegraph. 

Next to the first railway ctmstntc* 
dent which characterised the fifties wus 
theofjcuijijf of the Am tdegmjjhlc wires. 
That, ojgahit w*as an otlter event of the 
bightsst in]|>ortnuuie. What might have 
bappcuetl during the dnrk grid bloody days 
of 1857 without the mam lines of tde- 
graph may be mon; easily imagiriMl tlian 
descriij ed. Ttu; td^egraph served as ro uch 
as tliCi^nny ttsdf. snub weis its value. 
Tile wires lietwemi Brunhay and Calcut^ 
and Jiadraa wen* completed hi 1854-55, 
thiuiks to the excellent organisation of 
that able dcctridim of the Indian Gov* 
eminent. Dr. O'Shaughnscy. It was 
indeed a marveUcias public work at the 
time—being so new to India. I remember 
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our elders of tlie family coaversiug <iu 
the subject and recalling the tqjendary 
lore of Hindu and Persian mythoScgy 
juat as much as previously in reference 
to the first balloon ia which tliut intrepid 
aeronaut* Mr, Xyte (a sn^estive name) 
fleiv. He was called in Gujarati the 
modern " Pav'an Bavri.*' that is, he 
who bi the l^endar^' lore of the Ar^'ans 
was known to achieve by flying 

from tlie beavens to the earth in the 
twinkling of an eye. But like all new 
inventions of the dvilbadon cf the nine- 
teenth century introduced into sJe^y 
or areadian India the tdegraphic signal- 
ling had to be done by semi-illiterates. 
wber«ja the oiganisation of intell^ence 
to work them a'as a most dij&cutt task. 
No wonder during the first twelve months 
a variety of misreading, repetitions and 
all the rest of the bungles attendant on 
the new tnveutiop wwe largely in evi¬ 
dence. And the Chamber found that 
' its mercantile messages w’ere so often 
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tiiuii):itctl mid misinterpreted tliat there 
was quite a litany oE complaints from 
its memhers, and Tepresentations had 
to be made to the Government who, 
with cxcmplarA' patience, tried to re* 
move them one after another- W^e, 
of to-day and yesterdny, are so well and 
admirably serv ed by telegraphs of all 
sorts, land, submarine, and wireless, that 
we can hardly realise the immense di£&~ 
culticsthe Government had to overcome 
when first launching the telegraphic 
system. lyCt the reader stretch his hnagi- 
natioD and nnuinate on the condition of 
seroi-daikness which was prevalent in all 
India in the middle of the nineteenth 
centnry in regard to railways and tde- 
graphSk two marvels of applied science 
discovered by the occidental mind and 
implanted into Oriental soil. And yet 
we of today are never slow to whine 
and even denounce if the tdi^aph ser- , 
vice is interrupted but for a few honrs, ^ 


Such is the impatiuucc uf otu' 
modem dvili^attoin. Ajiyhow, it is a 
fact that the geueraJ iiuamauagenieiit 
during the first year of telegraphs created 
a great outciy^ amoiig tlie mercantile 
cammtmit>', while the mass of thepopala- 
tion had no coishdetice in its success, 
Tlien there was furtlier v'escatiou ow ing 
to the extremely strixigeut character 
of the rules and i^ulations which were 
perhaps unavoidable w misoortceived. 
Thanhs to the persistent curre^ondence 
of the Chamber the public were able 
twdve months later to be satisfied with 
the tolerable r^ularity of the service 
everj' way and that body itself was 
not slow to express its gratification to 
Government- 

A Olorious BvalutioiL 

Another public service rendered by 
the Chamber was in connection with 
the postal service about which enough 


559 



has a]reafly been said. The first com" 
prehessive and practical legislation ui 
postal administratioii was Act XVXI of 
1 ^54, For the first rime, the affixing 
of riamps on the covers came tntci %'pgne- 
That again was another event of the 
epoch'tnaking fifties which goeatfy 
ddigbted the public, and none more ^ 
appreciated the boon than the Euro¬ 
pean meicanrile commiiiuty. But at 
first the charge was half an anna 
for a letter wrighing | tola. Of 
cmiTse the stamfi was for any distance 
within the fcnir boundaries of tire tem- 
toiy of the Honourable the East India 
Company. What a glorious evolution 
we have had witliin sixty years in the 
matter of postal service ? Moncj' orders, 
post savings bonks and postal insurance 
were undreamt of. So, too. was th® 
quarter-anna postal card which has 
rcvolarionised the entire system of cor¬ 
respondence. along with the vast pro¬ 
gress ha rudimentary education. And 
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Jiail thotigbt of Imlf a dozen, or more 
dcii^^eries in 12 hour& at least i« the big: 
towns and cities? We were thankfiil 
if we bad only one delivery at first 
tbiiing a working day. And yet one’s 
appedte grows on what it feeds. Here 
wc are in the year of grace 1920, dam- 
onring for a bi-weekly ma il and ariit 
furtlier improveanents and faditties by 
way of inland and foreign correspond¬ 
ence. In the matter of railways, dods, 
tetegrapbs and post we are veritaide 
harpies. Perhaps a few years hence we 
shall have a daily aerial post and a direct 
telephonic system throughout the count¬ 
ry which will enable us to hold convema- 
tioin with the farthest comer of the 
green earth in about the same time 
that it takes light to travel to the Earth 
(xcim the Sun. 
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Chapiku XUV.—the work OF 
THE CHAMBER. 


HK solid work in the interests of the 



X city's trade and commerce which 
WXLS achiev'ed by the Bombay Cliaxnber 
of Commerce in the epoch-making fif¬ 
ties, is certain to cndtire. But the m* 
teresting and instmetive narrative of 
tliAt good work is not yet exfaau^ed. 
There yet remain some other references 
to be mode for the merchant of to*day 
who being absorherl in the meticulous 
details of his daily work finds little or 
no time to make himself acquainted with 
the brilliant achievements of those mer¬ 
chants of the middle of tlio nineteenth 
centmy who were so greatly instnunen- 
taJ in the making of commercial Bombay. 

The Customs Hoose was yet a pri- 
initive institution, and it was the per* 






^stent effort of the Clmmber to briug 
*t up to date m more than one direction. 
StatuticaUj' it was in its infancy and 
every fresh suggestion that was made to 
place it on a systematised basis was at 
first opposed, only to be accepted in the 
end, after much saperlhious corresi)oi]d> 
ence. One of such important imprinre- 
mentis suggested was the proi>er method 
of vaj nation of goods iinpoitei) for 
the purposes of revenue duty. Tlie 
publication of tariff values was ijeented 
absolutely essential to the trade. It is 
astonishing to men of the pr^ent day 
that the Customs House of 1853-^4 was 
so supremely indifferent as to hold 
secretly to itself the tariff and put the 
importers to frerjucnt trouble and vexa¬ 
tion for the purposes of appraisement- 
But the Chamber was a patient anti 
forbearing body of commercial men. They 
knew how step by step the authorities 
could be brought round and made to see 
matters eye to eye with them. If we 
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say tiiaL in the fifties the Chambur was 
arrest ittstmetof of the Customs aiitliori” 
ties anil taught them very many 
tliiiuts necessary for their own guitlance 
aflxrfcjr tlic interests of the merdiants- 
we should in no way be ess^eratihg the 
valuable w'ork it wfW' then rendering* 
The merchants had also complained of 
differentia] tariiL There was one duty 
for the same class of goods in Calcutta 
and aiuother in Bombay, Many indeed 
were Uie wrauglings on this aubjecL 
The value of the publication of a atii' 
form tariff apijlicable to all Indian 
porta could not be gainsaid. And the 
Bombay Chamber by »»» persistence and 
patience was eventually able, to secure 
both. 


Navigsfion Charts. 

Navigation charts ate a sih^ qm 
non of merchant s'cssds: and. yet so 
descent were the harbour smthoritiea 
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of the day that the Chamber Imd to 
goad <m these ofbciiUa to construct 
cbiuts of uavigatiou oi the Arabian 
Sea ajid tlie Iiidiou and reserve 

for public dlstributiui! a fairly goml 
number of copies at a reasonable fee. 
The Indian Kavj' officers had done 
ample spade ^ock ui this dixectiou as 
the various papers now and again read 
before the Geographittd Society testify. 
Then, tiiere were the Ailmiralty and 
Other charts. It should be remembered 
that ship accidents of runuing aground 
or suddiig while entering the harbour, 
with %'eiy imperfect or deficient beaccqis 
or light-houses, were immeroua. Not 
a year passed by without wTeckages 
either at the harbour entrance or in the 
Arabum Sea. Socotra, for centuries, was 
known as the storm centre of the num- 
soon. And it was the constant elTorts of 
those ilariug navigators betonging to the 
Indian Na\’y to take surveys of the 
lines and curves of that storm. Thui 


the prex«iratiojt of navigation diarts to 
hdp the meidiant was impera¬ 

tive. By dint ot persev'eranve the 
Cliambcr'a efforts were crowned with 
success in this direction also. 

Construction of Wet Docks. 

Tl«m the oonstmetion of wet docks 
greatly engrossed the attention of the 
Qiainber- It was mooted ns early as 
the fortify when the Gi)%’«iunent con¬ 
templated a dock in Mody Bay. But 
it did not come to anj" head, Cone- 
sijoodence eitsucd off and tm. Commit¬ 
tees would l»e apijointed; reports would 
be niatle. The reports would lie in the 
lagcon-hole id the Public Works Secre¬ 
tariat to be one day dragged out, shaken 
of tlie accumulated dust and re-opened 
for reference. Situated as the Govern¬ 
ment of India then was in point of 
revemie. it was impossible for it to 
t^tV*> on harul the construction of a 


wet dock cvcE ou a modest scale There 
was the consensus of opinion that private 
cntet|)rise c<mld alone cope with the 
matter, Btit where was that enter¬ 
prise ? It meant capital on a large scale. 
And so they discussed and rediscussed 
the dock question, the drxk site, and so 
forth from time to time till the first 
small dock was built at Cokba under the 
auspices of the Sassoons in the Seventies. 
Even that was a corollanr of the !>old, 
venturesome. !iut stiicUy sound, 
of the original United Colaha Land 
and Reclamation Company, ivhicli was 
promoted in Uiose halcyon days of 1863*64 
only to come to grief during the gencr^ 
al debacle of t8()5—7a. But the Sas¬ 
soons showed the way. At last the 
persistent agitation of the Chamber head¬ 
ed by the longheaded, cool and calcul¬ 
ating Jlr, J.E. Dythdl, of Messrs^ Gadduia 
and Co., brought the matter to a bead 
in 1869-70, with the active su|iport of 
Mr. J ames Maclean, Editor of the 
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Bombay Gaaiiitte" Then was moot^ 
the imrchase of the Elphinstocie Eiintl 
iijwi Press Compsiiy, launched in i85(* 
by Messrs. W* Nicul and Co., and of 
die dozen private bundcre, from Camac 
Bunder to Sivrcc. ivhicti dunlin' resulted 
in the uteatibu of the Bombay, Port 
Trust. How toue rods 6u and how we 
hnd tO'day that, with the cKpamlmg 
commerce, even the dirce large docks we 
possess are hdd by some sagacious 
merchants to be inadeipiute to accoui 
modate tiuf future trade tmitnat tht*. 
Euphrates \’alley Railway Karachi 
between them take away a part of the 
trade to Karachi. Yes, time rolls on, 
and one of the memorable ewents in 
the career of the intrepid Mr. J. K- 
Bytbeli is that, with the experience 
gained in the constractioii of the Piince’^s 
Uock, he was able to agitate in. that 
whole-hearted way of his for giving 
Manchester a CHttftT whereby her shipping 
may tind that room for expansion 


whid wfts sach a eryiag necessity for 
greats., Mr. 'Bj'tlicll now? deceased, live/l 
to see liow liis great Coital sclieae was 
art accopnplishcd fact besides being a 
imaitda) success. He lived to ^ how 
bis great scheme which he eugiitcered 
4Utd piloted for so uiimy years midst the 
greatest difficulties and obstmetiou bad 
become such an iitvaluable asset to the 
people of Lancasliire. 


The Ahysjinian Catnpajgit. 

But to hark back to the proposed 
scheme of a wet dock. In 1^54-55 it 
was resuscitated and Mody Bay or 
Bori Bmtdef were poimted out as the best 
localities. A CGimoittee was apjjoint' 
ed on wiiich two members of the 
QiamlfCr were represented. Mr. Ritchie 
was its Chairman, and later on Mr. 
Graham. It was about this time that a 
public spirited citiaen, Mr, i^win 



Hcycocfc, alterwar 4 s Sheriff of Bombay^ 
mooted the acheme of reclaimii^ the 
BfcKl3* Bay foiefshorej, a work wliicJi waa 
eveiJtimll>- taken in hand in 1866 and 
completed some few j'eare fater. The 
ground reclaimed tn the vicinity of the 
Mhd l>ecaiiie most useful to tlte Govern¬ 
ment during the pcriotl of tlie Ab^'ssiuian 
War of 1867^8, The Apollo Street dock 
W'as ovcfbus>" with the embarkation of 
troops in the transport vessels and 
ment for putting out to sea, under the 
direction and guidance of thut great 
generalissimo of the forces. Sir Robert 
Napier, who eventually captured itagdak 
and was created a peer for hb bnlliant 
eagineoring strategy all the way on the 
march from ZuUa Bay to that fortre^ 
An excellent diai>- td the Abyssinian 
campaign was written by tlie facile 
hir. jV W 4 Shephcrdi the then .Assistant 
Editor of the "Times of India/’ hut 
long since gathered to tJie majority, 
Bvjt what a long stretch of years from 
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1845 to 1915 IS it wbejt vt’e recall the 
fact that the ACody Bay or Bori Btntder 
Docks coiundered and reconsidered in 
the forties of the nineteetli ceattity 
were not practically carried into execu¬ 
tion till the begtnning of the twen¬ 
tieth, of course, with the immense 
Itglit. of experience and knowledge 
acquired in the infairval,. Tlie foatida- 
tion of the Alexandra Dock was laid 
in November, 1905, by His -VEajesty 
King George the Fifth, then Prince 
of Wales, and conqrletcd and opmied 
for use nine j^ears later by Lord 
Hardinge, Viceroy ol India { 21st Itlaich 
1914), 

Another Creal Service. 

Lastly, another public service of a 
most valuable character whidi the Bom¬ 
bay Chamber of Commerce liad rendered 
in the middle of the fifties was in refer¬ 
ence to public finance and public borrow- 
ixvgs. It Itapxiened tfrat in March 1855 the 
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Govemnient of India suddettty laoncfaed 
a Public Works I^oaa beartitg biterest 
at 5 jjer cent when the mercantile 
OQmmiinity was in the beginning of its 
bu^ season and monct'' had greatlf 
endjeared, as 'was ustiak in those days 
when no State cuircncy existed and the 
rupees in hard cash were scarce. The 
eiTect of the Isomching tiS that loan at a 
moat inconvenient time great}}' disturbed 
the monetary market, with the result 
that tlovenimeiit paper already in 
drculation went down lo per cent The 
Bondray Chamber greatly^ but not 
unreasonably. agitated at this distut* 
banoe, Similariy were those of Madras 
and Calcutta, The chief grievance of 
all the Uirce taercautde bodies was the 
total absence of any kind of puhlidty 
in the matter of State finance and the 
progress of the anuual^revenue and ex- 
peudituie from lime to time. Such secre¬ 
cy was obscarved that it was very difficult 
fur the mercltiuits and baidcers in the 


capital cities to cftn>* on tlieir monetary 
Iransactioos ariaing from their trade \ 

The Chamber's Rcmnnstraiice. 

tlreatly perturbed, the Comlmy 
Chamber was cousttuincd on sfitli July* 
1 ^55* address a lettin: of remonstnuice 
to tlie Pnsaidcnt of the Board of Com* 
missioners for the Affairs of Iiidi^, no 
other tlran Jfr. Vernon Smith, who was 
afterwards raised to the peerage. Here 
is the prelimimry paragraph t 

'■ By deaie of the Committee of 
the Bomimy Chamber of Cemmerce 
I have the honour to address you 
regarding the unsettled state of the 
iai>uey marhei throughout India 
which has lately been t h e subject of 
earnest and geneml complaint In 
the middle of March last Govm-u- 
ment securities suddenly declined in 
value Eo per cent. tt has since 
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coiituiuecl in a state of unhealthy 
fluctuation. Tlie shares of the J oint 
Stock Companies of the highest 
character have l)ecn saleable at 
a great reflnction of price, 'fhe 
supply of capital for the ordinaiy 
purpr^es of cunuiierce has been 
greatly restricted and subjected to 
rates of interest almost prohibitive^ 
This tinsatisfactory position of 
affairs, witli its attendant evils nml 
inconveniences, is attributed and, it 
is to be feared, with too much 
reason, to what must l>e regarded as 
the defect of the fi nane fi^ l arrange^ 
ments of the Indian Government, 
namely, the secrecy in which th e y 
are enveloped. Its immediate cause 
was the unexpected opening of the 
new 5 per cent, loan under the 
designation of a Bhiebooks Loan, 
the Qt%in and necessity of which 
ha\'e only within a few da^'s past 
been disclosed to the public of India 
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through the medium of papers laid 
before Partiament/* 

The Qiamber's lentonstraiice on 
this subject wded with the practical 
suggestion that the Indian Government 
should publish a quart^Iy or half* 
yearly statement of the progress of re¬ 
venue and expenditure and also issue 
a Budgets But on this subje^ another 
chapter will be needed. SufFident to 
say at the conclusiou here that this most 
important public r^resentation was 
signed by Mr, J ames Graham, who was 
then the ChatrTTia.ti of the Chamber, 
a name still held in Bombay in the 
greatest esteem and r^ard. 
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Ceapter XLV.— FlJRTl-rKR M33MOR- 
able work of the chamber. 

T tU'! Ritieswas really the age ot 
adolescence for the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce. Taking its 
birtli tu this dty in 1836 it readied that 
age in 1857, the year of the greatest 
anxiety to the British authorities in 
the country and es}jecjally to the 
British residents. But while on the one 
hand the Briti^ arms were slowly and 
successfully coping with tlie Sepoy's 
Revolt in the disturbed localities in the 
noTthem parts of India, it is gratifying 
to notice the solid works of peace which 
were also prosecuted by the Govern¬ 
ment of tliat great statesman of un¬ 
wearied patience and imperturbable sere¬ 
nity, Lord Conning. Railway constnic- 
tiott which began during the Goveraor- 
Generalsiup of his immediate predeces¬ 
sor, was greatly acceletated. l^rd 
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DaJhousie, a aamf rq^robatcd by the 
loyal Indian feudatories for his mischie^ 
vons policy of aimexoticm. was the 
Governor-General who gave it the great¬ 
est impetus. So far his administration 
should be regarded with admiiatiotL 
II was, he with his driving force who 
laid the sfmnd foundation of those great 
twin public works, the railways the 
telegraphs, which in fifty years aiy f more 
have so magnijficently revolutionised fclie 
economic and financial condition o£ tiiAia 
botii for the State and the 
Not tliat some evils tiisepara&le art/lV 
inevitable from tliat policy have not 
arisen But when the whole -fidd 
relating to Uie railways, which have 
sttppUnted the old order of hack 
bullock conveyances and other modes 
of transport, so dear to the con¬ 
servative mind of the unisophisdeated 
and untutored Zndiait, is imiiartiolly 
surveyed, and the good and evil are 
justly we^hed in the balance, it will be 
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iisiuilily thHl, tiie wUtJte, 

India has immeasurably benefitsd by 
the sjT'teia 'Flur teJcgrapUs were an 
investioa wbkli never came into coTHi»' 
utaui with the uumctnoria) irrdei nf 

thlaK» therefore nitprcciatcd 

Iram the very couiineiicf?mejit of Uieir 
(fftet'atiMii- Ttje'IiirfKiii, wTtU hlfl tuitaiaf 
itttt^Ugciiee, was at tm.ce able t'j Tcalhse 
the mcalculable utility and cominetcud 
vaIdc of the ttJisfirftplis. He, tlicrefofei 
readily and kindly took to it from the 
very firsts Nothinj5 has come home to 
every imtt of the teeming mlllitms of the 
country more readily than Uie railways 
and the telegraphs as they b^an tode- 
tnonstrate their re^njctive utilities in 
their d,tinie?tie ecoiiOsm' 

The maltin* of the 0, L P. Railway* 

ILnough has already been smd in 
the previous chapter ttniching the fair 
limgrest* tlve two lines of railwas's in 
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this IVissuteticr had madediiiinji iti- 
fancy. Tlic O* f. P. R. systtui ticulvast 
emjincerinjf diffitrulties to surniotmt by 
way of piercing tlte^ Ohate, both in the 
soutU-easturly and in the north-en«ter- 
iy direction!!. The moneUing upera- 
tion.'i uerc not of so highly a scimtifie 
character ftA those which luxnrni^ied 
the piercing of tJie St. f^thard and 
Simplon Passes iti the last days of the 
nrneteeiith centitry. But there were very 
few iabottr-savir^ nmcliJnes and Wes^ 
tern dvilfeati<m had not sn far tnaterioL 
ised as to nuiise nature to tlie purpose 
of hnnuunty as ttr^y witli a hundred- 
anti-onc r<ctonrccs. And yet wa cannot 
but admire the genius of the great 
railway engineers ot those days who 
amiiist many difheuities were thomugh- 
ly successful in completing the iujinds^ 
The talents of Mi'. Berkley have long 
since been teLVgnised. I^abour. too, was 
not only dear hut very un-slulful. The 
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niCT of commerce who were keenly 
interested in the sjteedy Unking up of 
Bombay with the Southern Presidanp.- 
watched from afar how those titanic 
works were being bandied and pro* 
ceeded with- In their report for 1856- 
fh r* Chamber observed as follows 
toncliing the labour problem for which 
there had prevailed not a little pesst- 
“ The eactreme and unprecedented 
demand for lalioar has been on the 
wliole much more satisfactorily respond" 
ed to than was anticipated.'' There 
was to be handled the heavy iron tonnage 
required on the various ^ts where ac 
tivc coiistnictiott was going on As 
many as 46,000 hands were reported 
to be at work cm the G. I. P* hue alon& 
Before dostng with the G. I. P. Railvmy 
it may not be immterestbg to state 
here the progress Tailwavs had made 
at the close of the fifties. 



The open mUengc totalled 193, TUe 
mileage under coostractiofi was 3^; that 
of lines sanctioned but not com¬ 
menced was 357: and that of land sur¬ 
veyed was 140* In the south, the line waa 
ready and it was expected tliat Sholapor 
would be leached tii anotlier twelve 
monthsw Great expectations were ra^ 
ed that, when tliat was an accomplisb- 
«l fart, the Hyderabad DLstricts, so 
rich and fertUe in cotton and agricul¬ 
tural produce, could be satisfactorily 
topped The coaching, which totalled 
in 1856-57 fully 58-3 lafch l>assengers* 
yi^ded nearly 8 laths htwI the tonnage 
of goods carried, which was in the same 
year 71.000 tons, yielded about fifteen 
per cent more. 


The U. B, ^ c, I. Railway. 

With reference to the B. B. & Cl^ 
line the section between Surat and 
Ahmedabad was completed, but as yet 


ti< mil )ay bad remained itacounect«l witii 
Snmt. Tbe Araericau Civil War m 
tlie early sixties greatly quickened that 
cotmectiou. Tlie company bad tn cross 
large rivers like Ure Tapti and the Nef- 
badda, iast as tlu* eastern line had to 
cross the Bliote and Uxe Tbn!l Gliats. 
lion bridges Itad to l)e iuqiorted and the 
fouuiUiLtuits of the pillars sank deep 
ties'ond the Ijottorti o£ the fivera 
Bridge making, too, was an iucoraplcte 
sdeace tbeiL but the talented eugineeis 
bravely tivercame the diRealties, ilt, 
i^ine mast l»e '^)€clally meaticMied as the 
Resident Kiujinecr. 

Tire dose d the lifties of the niner 
teeuth century was also memtjrable 
for tiie arrangenuoii made for tile maiU. 
I»y whidi Australia and Ceylon were 
brought together and so was B4iinhay 
with Ceyloii. These aiTaiigements serv¬ 
ed tu give a kind of alternate weekly mail 
act vice w liidi was greatly appiedated 



by the Indian and HiU’ojiean mef- 
chants of the dty. Again, a locsil 
servuie was establubed tar laaiis be¬ 
tween Actcu and Ataitntms and rJitis 
indirectly Lu Bombay and JLouiJim. 

The Telegraphic Service. 

In t85fi-5y tdegrapbir strmcc be¬ 
tween Chicuttn, Bombay anti Ittatlras was 
thnrnn^hH' estnldisbed, tbnu^b, owing 
to ttie military mvott an Uptiei India. 
tramiailUty (larl not lieenifo thoroughly 
cstah tidied as to cause tiit' scroict! 
between CnlcutU on the one side amt 
Aladras oinl Bombay on the «rthtf. tti 
pnxH^l witliout interruptu)]IS navr tuid 
again. But the mcunvcniroce had to 
be aidurcd. 3 Incii xmjKirtaiKc was 
attributed to the Bombny and Calcutta 
tdegraphic scrvltv*. as the mails from 
ettinn were Itmdet] at the ^mrt of Cal¬ 
cutta whence advices of oplam. silk,, 
tea, etc,- were wired to Bombay, -JTie 
iutermptioii in this service may t*e 
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{»sily imag^etL The Utd Sea tele¬ 
graph hetiveen A<leji and Alexaiidna 
was also completed, but practical npeta- 
tioiis were not started before i 864 "b 5 
It may be interesting to notice that a 
mail route to Suez via Karachi was moot¬ 
ed by tlie P. & O. Co. Increased 
however, of such a route led afterwards 
to tire abandonment of the proposal. 
A weekly direct mail lietwest Bombay 
and London was again proposed ia iSsb- 
jg. but it shared no better fate. Later 
ott came the American Civil War and 
the project was oot again revived for 
really practical operations till some 
twenty years later. 

^\inoiig mim^r public aSaiib to which 
the Cliambcr had drawn the atteutiou 
of the Governmeut may be mentioned 
the standardisation of weights and 
measures. The Chamber was exceedingly 
keen ou the accompUshment of this 
c^tiect- 'fbe men of those days ehaleth 
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as thdr successofs cliaie co'tliis day, 
under (Jie different sj-stemf oi wdgUta 
aad ineasure^ all uvcr tbc country. 
Here the Guunbcr only viewijd Uic 
chaise iriim its own twjtnl of view, 
giving Che go-bx-e altogetiiei ta the 
iuaometable usages and customs pre¬ 
vailing 111 Uie different provinces and 
even in districts and lalnkns of the 
same province. During the fiftj- yeais 
and more tiiat have elaijsod since Uie 
proposal was first mooted, tltore have 
been at least half a diuicn representaiiote 
to the Central G^fvcntmcnt but without 
avail. And wen the Commission which 
was called into existence itome teiw 
years ago and wandered up and down 
the city, taking a mass of evidence, has 
been hurdl}' able to make a unanimous 
report! Such were the rlifferenees of 
opinion encountered by that body at 
various stages. It seems tliat the Inboms 
of the Commission have proved abortive 
and their report "shelved*' perhaps never 
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again ici lia revived till tlwire is a toler- 
ablfi- imanimity among the vast |iopula- 
tioji to staDdnixIlse some of tJj« pi iiicipBl 
lividtuitly the popnJatton is not 
adv»T>c«tt in nml the govern* 

ing aiulntrtties setxa distmctly to be 
of opinion that in this matter tiic Itt- 
alfjin* polkA- is most exi)«li«fiiL 

A. robust pralesl. 

Another notable event t>f laiiwt 
raUseSt %vas tlie lobiisl protest of tlic 
Clmrabcr touching tlie attempt to levy 
bjwn duties on all aitkles of imports. 
Thoe was a storm in n teai»f>t. Tiie 
foreigu meu of commerce 4xnikl not 
brooh the pTeiiwsterons idea of <lue» 
on trade comniotlitics. Thdr protest 
livvkft snciasssful and the trinity ot tlie 
Huutcipa) Conimissifineis ol' the year 
of grace 1357 - 5 ^ was told by tJov- 
erumemt to rest coment with it aniall 
lev>' of duties on articles of cmisump* 
tion entering the town. Tlie Cluunber 
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to a tjod>' were i)f free trade persuasion 
auid the\’ coulrl not Urook tlie idea of 
btffUenidg trade^ ane{{ing that it wiUi 
in tlie uatoue of a transit duty 'IVaomt 
duty was like a red rag to the Imlb of 
the Chamber. It eKercised them fur 
niany a lung year during which tliey 
never missed a single tip|t{>rtmut>‘ to 
proscribe it* 

I^asdy, the question of 
occoimtanta and aiulitom, which ^ ^ 

vtExeil the soul ot' ewporate couifi^itiai 
bodies, was not absent in the du^^‘'dl3i's 
of the fifties. Tlieu it was a quesfion of 
ha^dog tiovermnent auditors for the 
Joint Stock Cotnptmies' j\ct of tUp7 for 
tiw lifst time introrluced into Fiiriia* 
Uie Chamber viewed witis dlsiqqiruval 
Die sectimi in the Act which pmsenbed 
that sharelioldieis alone should Liai’e the 
power tn appoint anditnm, a very ^*uiid 
and sensible regiUatiuD. The Qiamber 
had ultimately to yield, and such is 
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the 5<)xindticsa ot the wisdom f>f the fifst 
I^islators of Companies’ Act that in 
spite of irr^ularities, laches, misfcas- 
ances by Directors ami officets of compa- 
nies, the audit system ou the whole has 
proved ^Bcieuti and theiefore it is still 
Lu the latest Act. And it is 
a matter of congratulation that the 
character ami iiualtfications of the 
auditors have been so prescribed as to 
minimise the committal nf fraud of the 
chatacter which disstaced Bombay a 
feu* years ago. 

This prolonged notice of the memor¬ 
able good work done by the Uombay 
Chamber m tlie mtettsts of commerce 
and the general public would be incom¬ 
plete without a passing mention of 
John Coimon, a sturdy Sco t c hman , 
of the most Puritanic iutegrih*. who for 
Tpitg years ably served tlie Cliaiiiber 
as its Secretary. His eueigy and eo- 
were great, while his public 
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spirit and mdcpendttice made liim a 
prime favourite 'with all dosses of people. 
Bnt more of him when we rder to the 
distingttished piersotialities of the qMch- 
makmg fifties. 
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CsAi-rEH SCLVI.—GOLD AND SILVER, 


TT remains norw to refer as briefly as 
^ [Kutsible to the comiitiuD of cotur 
merce. coinage and currency, and next, 
to education. The solid and mefnl work 
actuc%*ed bv the Rouibav Ctumiber of 
Conunercc tn the ineniorable fifties has 
already been dcscrib^ in detail. Touch- 
iug currency and coinage, it may be 
otecTved that both were in a tnuisitioa 
state at the time. Tlte liistorj' of coin¬ 
age is, imlfcd, a chequered cue, commeao- 
ing from the date of the ac^nuai- 
tioii <if Bombay. Trade urns next to 
noUiing save Uiat by the native crafe 
navigating the western and eastern 
coasts. Bombay in the sev'enteenth ceo' 
tury was still a glarifte<l fishing village 
as can be seen even to-day from half a 
do£eii Kolhvadns and more in the town 


fmni C«>Ial>a llrthim. The tocaJiries 
where the fishennefl pni^iied tlietr hititt*- 
bSe nvtkcation tire dicre urul srUI 
bear Che old iicjiies. There is the 
Coltiba EwliwTiiia, the Fort one. in a I#}'- 
laiUf running west of Barah Bazar Strerf; 
next to the Mhphi duiwl sliotis. Then 
then? is the Mandvi Knttwatia. nowgr^t*> 
ty imptoved mifl di'rared of its conge*' 
tton by the Improvenieitt Tntst- 'Dien we 
linve the .VLizagaon, Worli, anrt Mahhn 
Eoliwodas. Kvcn ugrieultural imiu^ftiy 
was of a very negligibtc dtamcler. Jn 
the seecnteentti and eighteenth eefftn- 
rlfis a \*afiety of t^oins were curriait, 
Tljcro were the sUver tlit tipient 

ACotghiii and those of his 
at Ahm^labad flutl tl^'ilernbad with 
titeir res|)eictree standard of f!uefies& 
am) alloy into the ininttteiieas of wliidli 
it is muieccssarv* to enter There were- 
subdivisions of the rupee in smaller 
silver and copper cuius. Ttiere were 
al£<» the pagoda and Xeraphtu, coirs 



bdoiigii^ to the Portitgoese dominiuiis 
that Itad passed away. Tliere were the 
Maria Theresa and Spanish dollars im* 
port^ in return of goods sold in Kotope. 
Thei 4 were also the nipees of the >[ata- 
Uias, and so on, Bombay was the 
repository of a cotimgc nraseum in the 
last half of the seventeenth $’nd the 
w'lioJe of the eightt^th century. 
Silver ttsdf was a mre commodity and 
necessarily silver coins were at a great 
prcmtitm. As far hack as the years 
1729 and 1732 orders were issned by the 
Btard of Trade that copper coins, the 
money of the masses, shoald not be sold, 
under pain of heavy penalty", at more 
titan t per cett. discount. But the 
silver coins most current and {>opular 
were what were then known as Surat 
and Broach, These were exchangeable 
at So pice to the rupee and not 64 as at 
present. The Snrat rupees were those 
other of the Great Moghul, or of the 
factos^' of the East India Company 
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in thiit d^'. Broach rupees were situiller 
in size and had Persian inscriptiod on 
both side. These Broach nipoea were 
not nneonunon In the dtr, say up to 
1S64. The heavy tnflur of bull ion diny 

the period ot the American Civil 
War was corned into Britidi rupees with 
Queen Victoria's effigj' sunnoimted by 
a crowi. These were first enrreut 
in 1862 and as their volume was actually 
poured out by the ^nt, the old 
Broach nipees went out of cifculatiim. 

The drain of Silver to the BasL 

It is recorded in the annaLs the East 
India Company that throughout tire 
whole of the dglitecuth and for the first 
half of the nineteenth century sflver was 
a rare commodity in India, tn Uw cigh*- 
teenth century the Company had often 
to import silver from the Oniterl ICing' 
dom, ami many, indeed, were the objur¬ 
gations of the mercantile classes 
as to the " drain of silver tn the 
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East.** Indeed, thture weft uiLtnormls to 
Parlmment on the subject and Uiaewcjc 
even ptunijlilets published to prove 
bow the drain was ptcjudicial to British 
trade f What a migUtv' cbm^sd 
the latter It aU of the ainetcentb century 
silver l>ecatae a drui! in the market, and 
tJicte was the oppt>sitc cry of Tudia being 
‘* the sink of silver' *" The silver which 
for over a ccntuiy nsed to be sold at 65 
oiT 66 pence per mince steadilj' fUnjiitishc*! 
fn price till by rSejo it was •ud>' 30 wliich 
alanned tlie ImjTcrial Goi'erament and 
tod to the closnie of minis to the private 
coinage of silver in 1893- Times were 
changerl but we need nut go into the his¬ 
tory of the change whiclt is so large 
writ on the walls of b(isiiness men. 

But just reflect on the irony of the 
metallic situation. While pilver wa® 
everywhere m demand and greatly 
endeared, gold in the year 1763 was 
-cheap, the ratio being than tSi 
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to r. Tlrt Uast India m 

onJer to allay the grroiiblew in tijc 
UuitM Kiugilom agamst the esijwrts o£ 
silver to TorliA- otvLcred their faC&ir? 
agents ot Srtnit to coin gold Into go'd 
rupecii ' :V gold ciin-cncy vm estaliliat 
cd and the present anient 
of that ciiitetKj' toay take heart of grace 
and never fail, in the next: currency 
controvert’ which w ceitaiu to arise 
after thecuudusbn of the war, to atlduce 
this iiifttorieai fact in support cA the 
estahlishment of a lull gold currency. 
Sir James Begbie inigM nsefaUy tiujiloy 
his leLsine hou« of retirement in l,fln* 
don to isnsack the maguilacetit libniiy 
at the India Office and make an eseehent 
collection wluch could he hurled at the 
right paychologicai hour at Sir, I^onel 
Abroliflinii, who is hia opponent. 

The Hold Rupee of 1763. 

This gold tirpee of 1765 was ordered 
to contom 38 ua/s of pure Venetian 
gold and there were also coined half 
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finvumSgtis and quarter sovereigns lieoring^ 
a prrqiartioiiat^ qiiantity of the yoUow 
metaU But as the fates wcnild have 
it. within six years, that is in 1771. gold 
was ecliaiifited by reason of tlie iimncys 
made from it having almost all been 
exported for the pmdiase of tnatenals 
ttqtttterl Ity the Cotnpnny’f^ servants 
in Bombay for tlie new fortificarions the 
same wUicli a hundred years later had 
to lie levelled to the ground to provide 
occonimoiiutioj] for a growing pOfrnlo- 
tion. So fnmished was tlic Tttnsiiry' 
for Tcnuttance tliat paper cummev" by 
way of bills of excliange was suggeateti. 
But the piioc-protid maguates in Leaden- 
hall Street could not be persuaded to 
agree to that wise remetly. Yet 
another irony of Imlbn currency, In 
these days your Secretary of State, the 
tawfut successor of the Chaimjan of 
the Honourable the Court of Dinectm^ 
forges imper money by the inilliotis in 
order to pay off tils nnnierous liabilities 


uu'iuUiiig i>urcba.ses of niilitacy stor«s 
and ordiita.£u^. Aitfiliher gold 
e}>i!^e of tlic latter period of 
tlic elglitedtUi. ciuihtry mtuil T)e relate* 
The gold crisis, so cu say, had cott* 
tiriued. The King's soldiers bitterly 
an nplai a e d of being paid oni in small 
gold coins. They rvanted rupees and in 
177S Uie gold cuirency came to a full 
stop 1 Is it possitile tiuit another foD 
stop may be reached after Uie present 
unhappy war is over, sedng how fJssa 
after CDssa is being heaped on by the 
bcUigerents bj- rmy of emeijjency [^pcr 
nione\’? Evidently behveen 1^71* and 
1780 the Company's factors here were 
put to the direst straits b>' rtsiscui 
of the condition of gold ami silver^ 
An ejqfoit duty of 3 per cent was put 
on silver going away to Western ports 
and later on the sanie duty was ferial 
for silver exports to Sitiga]>oTe and 
China I Here is a third carrency con- 
sideratiou for our gold bugs of this dayJ 
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The Changes cit lime. 

have liatl for y«ari5 pw^t 
a duty of 5 por cent, anrl mure 
ott the import of ail private silver f \ et 
a hmuliod and twentj-five years 
we tried to etop all silver going out 0£ 
the counti^' !>)■ a levy of 3 per cent, 
dutv^ But tim e clianBCS and with it 
alt currency nosttunis whicli arc pro* 
nmiuoed by tUcsJiibboleiliinakais chwice 
toti. And tlie so-callttl pennaocucy 
ia a mere tniaiiottitfr- Nothing luttuim 
fe pcrmutieul, aj'C. neither gold. aHvet 
tmr paper curreiicj*. liach, iti its 
order and time, vaui^es U* make place 
for sonicthlng i?o we sing tlic past 

of ajK-cr and gold ond Unk it with the 
present There is nothing new under the 
sun. Humtmity only rings new changes 
on the old hiiri>; and Uteii it goes on 
shupng from one Beumation to another. 
Wc all sing to one clear harp in diverse 
tnucs ami Hst on the attgiping stones 


of mir dead ijelves to IdgUer tMa&i, 
whicti, thougli new lu gartj. art^yet 
as old as the bttls. Alt fe vaiuly of 
vasnties^ 
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CBA£-rEB XLVIl.—EVOLUTION OF 
TiaS AtETAIJJC CURRENCY 


T he evolution of tie nietatlic carren- 
cy in Bombay is indeed, most 
ioteiesting. What vidssitiidiss, not only 
the rupee and copper coins passed 
through from 1665 to 1800 are worth 
temembering. but also those of gold, 
T!he struggle for silver was 
greatest and continually exercised the 
servants of the Company at Surat and 
Bombay. With a chequered history of 
coinage in India it may be not imuselul 
to empiloy some students of reseaich to 
ransuSc the collection of coins scattered 
in niuseiims and literary societies in 
Uie country and to give ns a connected 
history in chrotiolc^cal order. The 
occasional finds of ancient coins from 
Orecce and Rome, from Babylonia, 
Peistu, Macedonia, Parthia and Scythia, 


say till ttfe iirat or mktiwI ccnCtuy cl 
Clirist, concltisivijly infcrm us net only 
of conqncstsfnom Socth-Hastem liuiopc 
and Western and Northern Asia bnt 
of the trade that existed benveen those 
conutnes and India. Archieolnfiy and 
mimisniattcs for the Imlf a centns)' 
liavc been greath' modifying history, 
and no histon* more titan that of India. 
After tiie second centtio* Clnist there 
were the raids of the snceessoi^ of the 
Kiialifs of Bagdad, who used to uyerrtm 
the Punjab and Gujarat, Then there 
came the Palhan ICiugs iif Dclhi-^oud 
their succe^ors, the ^foglnds. 
of Viudliya there Were the jj^nverful 
kings and dynasties who flourished iu 
the Presidency of .Madros and on the 
estst coast of tlie Hay of Hctigal. Tlicu 
we come to the days of the Portuguese 
and the Dutch, the French and the 
Engltsb. No dttubt experts in tiumis- 
matics in BengaL hi the Puujab, in Bom- 
bay and .Vlndras have in the post read. 



earned aud elulximted paiters on tlie 
duds of tlie vanous coins. Wliai is in>w 
wQitted is a siiccicct hifltort- <*f JiU tli«se 
researcLes. cdJected and scattered over 
the prinerpat nniseams in this coiinti^' 
and in England and France. The 'axxrk 
would loittt a most instructive conip^- 
dium and in a waj* a cnletidar of Indian 
historj* os tmiiiuc as illunimnliing. It 
iiinst be the taboui- of a Ufetinte. Bui 
tile labour would prove invaluable and a 
lamltnark, tlie inijjortance of which can¬ 
not be liGlittled. In short, a s^laid 
histQT>‘ nf conn’ Silftoric times to 
the clotw of tlie niiiGteentJi centurj* 
would be classic and moniinicntal. and 
the expert wlut writes it wiH leave m 
imperishable name beliind him. India 
nowadays badly wants able and quali¬ 
fied fltwlents of reaeardi in many a 
direction, in audent politics and 
histoij’. in rnimismatics, in att^ raann- 
factnres and industries, and in other 
branches of human actrvifcy. The n^ 
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order of men nod must prodiuse 

such resemch stndeiits iti order that 
India may eventnafly find Iier true ency- 
clopj£dic historian. Meanwhile let na 
ToUtc a liltk mt)^' of our paiochi^ 
narrative in respect of ooiiis in 
Iiomba>v 

A httttdrcd years ago. 

It nuiy be nscfnl to rcniffliiber that 
a Httlr more Uion a himdrod yeara ago 
there obtained a variety of tnetaJiic 
cuireucy^ some of whitdi have already 
Iwen described. The e^htccuth cen* 
tniy was a centmy’ of traiisttlon, anrl 
imwherc more so than on the coast 
nf Western India. The Portuguese were 
in occupation of the Island of Bombay 
till its cession to King Clmries 11 in the 
sbetks of tire ^raiteentli Centuiy. 
Then came the BritMiL But beyond 
the boundaries of Bombay there mled 
Hindu Chiefs who had their own coina 
Tire Mnhoniedon Hinpire of tlic Moghuls 
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had also circnlnttai a variety of Moghu^ 
coins, remnants of wliidi w«re tt* 
Iw ftnind at the bcgijiiiii^i? of the nine- 
teentb century. Surat ami Bmadt 
and Alunedatiad were the pitnetpal 
towns whence the diffeceut rupees, 
gold mohiiTS and mittor ccitnn gtavi- 
toictl and circulated in Bumbay. .\gaui, 
rhe old. oJd trade by the native craft 
with Arabia and iSast Africa brought 
in different kinris of coins. American 
doltao^, 2Iada Ther^ tMlars and so 
on. 'rhen the K. 1 . Comi»any’s own 
ttil>ec> and mnlmrfi of diverse fineness 
were there. So that the ctirrcncy at 
the comiuencemcjtt nf the ninetcentti 
century was a mhterl woe ami the Com¬ 
pany’s efforts for the lirst thirty or 
forty years were to dimitiatc all foreign 
coins and establish an ynifoim metallic 
exurenty throughout India, The silver 
rupee of iSoo contained 179 grains of 
^ver witli 7*97 of oUojv But as silver 
was amt much priced, the Cotitpany 
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agnin resorted to gold, of whicli i-'oins 
of the vtdiie of one rupee were (Tiiuted- 
They have been raeiking their brnius 
for some time pasft to introtluce a gold 
oijn of ten rupees. Why will they 
not luctnorialisc the Tmp&iiil Govera- 
meiii to follow* the csainpie of the E. I- 
Comijam' and alowly cliininatc tlje token 
rupee, BO iiuieconomie in tlie eyes of 
Str. Webb and others, by aubstittitir^ 
for it the gold ruj>«i ? A trial on a large 
scale will tel! the Government at oucci 
whether the coin won Id prove ’^^fl^^tllar 
and in great d^nand. But here is the 
Protiamaiiou issued in tlombav in iSot» 
whidi will make instructive resnliog for 
our gold currency advocates: "Small 
gold coins have been Stamped and bajued 
from the Mint of Bombay equal in value 
to one silver mpee which gold coins 
it is hereby dedatod will be receivod in 
all paynienlft at the treasury of Bombay 
im d Surat and in all payments of revenue 
or purchases.” Wliat the sequel was to 


tills order U iTuricd m obsctmt)^. Bnt 
if such a gold ru(>i}e is anywhere to he 
fouiui, it is certain to fetch a liigll value 
to-day, ami even nuij* he useful in giving 
a hint or two to our ^Unts in case a frcsh 
uttoDpt is lo be made in view of pep tilar* 
isiug a gold cvnenty, 

itirtb of the iSombay Mint- 
But the struggles of the Cmuiiany 
in reference to criuiage contiiuicd. In 
the year of the Battle of Waterloo 
(exactly !q(e£UdJig. in Octolier ihi5][. it 
was oflkially jumoimced that the Surat 
Mint was abolished. 'Che Mint at Bmu- 
bay was piochiimed as the only one 
wlicre all variety of legal coins were to 
be had. In i82.|f. however* there was a 
change in tlie weight of the fineness 
of Uie ailvcT iiqice. It was ordered that 
In future the rupee would contain 165 
instead nf 179 grains, and the alley 
would be 15 groinsL This rupee alone 
was declared to he legal tender, which 


wa> a v(:0' step, indeed, io the re* 
form oE n unifrnrti cutrency. But Uje 
reform was uot completed tiU 183,3 when 
oli luflia had the silver rupee of the 
stSLuda^l weight just referred to, There 
is the Act 17 of 1835 of the C lovcmment 
of India, passed in tkpteiuber, which 
eaioined the cnini^e ol Gompauy’s rupees 
weighing 180 groins, of which 165 were 
of the staiiitaxd fmniiess. and the rest of 
alloy. In tlie interval soy. in 1827. 
there was an urdnmnee regulating the 
weight niid issue of copper coins to ex¬ 
change for the rupee Jiixty-four dir- 
keeS (pice) wetc to exchange for sixteen 
annas or one rupee. Tlie weight of 
the diiTcrent ronall coins was also llxed< 
But how were the mercantile accotuits 
kept } 3 G 11 >iini has given us a 

gniphic^descriptiou in his massive tome 
on the coimncicc of Inrlia, in 1813. It 
seems at the time that there were 
some numetary measures of value »if a 
nteticuions character and which hore no 



corr^pooding cotos ia reality, just as 
the Chinese tae] fonn% even to-da>*< a 
measure of value but withnui any Idnd 
of coin in metiLl to cc}>Tesent ft. 

Measures of Money in 1502 . 


MUburn saya that in iSoa tlie follow'^ 
fng measures of momes' were in vcgtie t*— 


a Reiu ATM Ktuid 

4 ^4 

■6 HiifiGU mtS 

H Hcitjf 1 * 

3 I Fudiiii « 
is} 4 * 

t6 AnnM *■4 ■_** 

ts Ruiwes „ 


Ln I TIunltiM or 1^. 

,, I DwittuDsn ur a ]WM 
.. X D»fi» or Dli)e»> 

.. I F^iUil or (liiuUt 
Ditiuo. 

1 Anna, 

^ .| Anriu 07 i Ru|hm. 
„ t Rupcf. 
i CotdMohur. 


Tbc two rea» was ^ritrcly imaginary- 
There was no coin Ttipresenting it. So, 
too. witfi fotir atmas. Till then no quar- 
ter-aniia piece as a coin was coined. At 
the same time bankers and merclinnts 
and all othej' traders kept their accounts 
in teas, quarters and rupees. 

ipo Rflflia Kfriw equal lo >. i l^iattet 

i qnurim .. t Ruin* 


But after the uniform currency was 
GStoblished in 1835 the mercantile com^ 
mtinity gradually gave up the old nom¬ 
enclature. It is a fact, however, that 
very old firms like those of Forbes's and 
Remington's and many others continaed 
to kee|} their accounts in the orthodox 
way in vogue at the b^tnning of the 
nineteenth century till as late as the 
seventies. But there are Indian firms 
in the town, e^'cn to-day, who stili ding 
to that ju>meiic]ature» as if it had been 
stereotyped like itself from father 

to so . 


In the Fifties. 

Anyhow, the rupee became a uni* 
form legal tender throughout India after 
the Act of 1S35. Only it has lost its 
former par value, since it was enacted 
to exchange for axteen pence per rupee. 
The eooucunic effects of the change were 
hardly tested when a gold erids in New 
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York disturbed the course of exdiang e 
and RcvcTBe Council Bills came for 
a time in TOgue and nQw\ as we revise 
these pages, tliere is the iiphcavtil in 
aiiver and gold exchange stands at. 2}A 
and more and it is impossible to say 
when Indian cuircnc}' and exchairge tnay 
be stable: Be that as it may, in Ut® 
fifties the mijee was sound money and 
thetewasno divorce between Its current 
value and the bnllUm value. A tola 
of silver actually meant a sound mpee. 
But even in the fifties stiver was always 
in demand. There was no scarcity of the 
metal. So the rupee x>^tssed with the 
utmost confidence from hand to hand, 
and if it was buried and hoarded the 
posscaior of it knew that its value 
rmuained unchanged. It was more so by 
reason uf the fact that there was tm pa^iej 
currency to compete with it. The honest 
rupee of 16 annas, and not xo as was 
tilt August 1919, greatly iu lequisition. 
Only after the establishment of tlie old 


Bank of Bombay, wbidi came to grief in 
1866, WAS there an extremely liinitod 
■circiihition of the notes which the Indian 
Covernmeitt bad authoriaed It to issue. 
The State paper currency was first 
established in 1862. on the suggestiem of 
India’s first and ablest Finance Minister. 
Mr. J. Wilson, who Imd been the founder 
of the ” Ecoiionust" tn i8<|4 and wai an 
ecottotnbl of first class reputatihiu So 
that tlie circulation of tlie edd Bank uf 
Bonibuy notes went im for, say, twimty' 
tme years. No doulit there vrsL no 
furtlier issue of it after that but >t 
mamed a legal tender for some yeiitSj 
till ill 1869 the winding op of tTie Bank 
of Bombay led to its iuconvtutibiHty. 
lilts old Bank of Bombay nrite tvas very 
wdl printed and not easily forgeable. 
It had tlie portraits of two authorities 
on the right and left. My memory can' 
not recall the identity of those two im¬ 
portant personages. The circulation, 
howe\'er. uns cstremdy limited and 
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chicflj’ confined to the city of Bombay» 
It was only popular among European 
merchants and bankers. A few wealthy 
Indiaii finns confided in it. The vast 
trading population in the heart of the 
town viewed it with no confidence, 
if not attogethcr looking askance at it. 
The Bank was viewed with suspicion, 
and it was not till tlie terly sixties when 
cotton consignments and other produce 
were greatly on the increase that the 
notes found favour^ and most specialty 
during the fever of speculation- The 
Indian merchants and shroffs clung close* 
ly to tUd,r silver rupees, and it ia an 
abaolute fact that one o£ the duties of 
the mukadams in the fifties was to 
accompany the coolies carrying rupee 
of 2,000 each to pay either to the 
h ftnkF or to firms where drafts or hundies 
had matured. Where the payments esx- 
tended to over lo.ooo rupees the bogs 
were couv^’’ed in bullock cart 5 > the 
mukadam sitting tdght^ literally, over 
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them and deliveruig them to the right 
and proper persotis ‘safdy, bringing a 
pneca recent with him. ^at is the 
history of coins and'paper currency in 
Bombay in the fifties^ 





Chatter XI.Vni.—:e\‘OLUTlON OF 
TRADE IN 'niE NlNETIiliNTH 
CENTURY. 

I T has already |>ointed 'S'lt 

how insignificant w‘as the import 
and export trade of Bombay at the 
oi>eiimg of the nineU-enth ccntur>'. But 
let the progress made at every deccai^ 
Ilium, up to i860j be marked. 

MeRCHAITDISE JK CrORE Rl7FER*»f 


Imports. Exports. 

iSio-ii o’75.**' 7 ^ 

1820^1 x'90 .. •• '■ ^'55 

1830*31 a ‘35 ** -- ** ^ 

1840-41 3*50 *■ -• •• 

1850-51 4'54 .. 

t 8 ( 3 o-bt 9*30 -.^ 5*47 


It would seem tliat the balance 
was equal, or almost neglfeible, till 
the forties. Erom 184^41» however. 
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Botnbay^s exports exceeded her impoita. 
This was specially the case lu 1860-61 
for which there is an intelligible explana- 
tioa. The cotton trade was going on 
briskly, Utauks partly to greater extent 
of cultivation and to a iiartial con- 
structiim of the trunk railways. From 
1861 to 1B65, owing to tlie American. 
Civil War, the exports of cottou were, 
of course, phenomenal. But these need 
not he referred to hwe. As already 
observed, tlic period of tlie fifties for 
Bouibay was jui epoch- maldiig one. The 
progress in the sea-borne trade was as 
striking as the progress in other de¬ 
partments of Bombay activity during 
the decemtium. 

Four staple commodities. 

It may, honiever. be interestii^ to 
relate how, during the first half of the 
nhueteeath century, Bombay imported 
in larger and huger quantities four 
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staple commodities> viz,, sugar, metals, 
silk and cotton piece-goods. Take the 
inqiotts of the last three dec^K only. 

In Lakhs of Rxipees. 

1840-41. 1850-51, i66o'6i. 


Sugar ., -2T 

44 

21 

Mietal 

- 33 

83 

250 

Silk 

32 

24 

40 

Cotton piece- 
goods .. 130 

131 

335 


It will be seen that the imports o£ 
sugar, whidi, of course, came from 
Mauritios, fluctuated. So, too, silk which 
came from China. But there was a 
steady and satisfactory pic^css in 
metals and cotton piece-goods. It is a 
phenomenal fact in Indian economics 
that despite 250 mills in India at present 
which turn out 277 crore lbs. of doth, 
she has still to in^rt on an average 
60 crore lbs. of a variety of Lancashire 
ootton goods. Swadeshi patriots should 







bear in raind thb fact. As to exports 
dttriag die same three decades, the taro 
pih^pal commodities were cotton for 
the United Kingdom and opium for 
China. 

br CaoRE Rgpues. 

1840-44. i85t>-5t. rSdo-bi. 
Cotton ,, t’89 2-94 b-96 

Opinin' .. E'14 3*30 6*60 

The Opium Trade. 

Evidently Lancashire mills, as th^r 
prospered, demanded mure and more 
of Indian cotton, the growth of American 
being inadequate for her purposes. 
India was the ^dominant supplier. It 
vras after the Ameiicati War that the 
scales were turned and American cotton 
b^;an steady to supplant Indian. . 4 s 
to opium no words ore necessary. The 
East India Conq»any's most profitahte 
trade was in ttiat drug. Its appetite 
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grew on wliat it ted. The target the 
profits from year to year, the Wrgci tlic 
acreage of Benares and Batim pof>py 
Ciores on ciores of the Chinese wealtli 
have been dnuned to India for well 
nigh a centurj* from China, tilt at last 
that ctnuitry' awoke to tJic apjtaJling 
enormity both of tlie physical and moral 
tiniiii, and how Uie huioanitics of British 
civilisation have now rendered that trade 
negligible. Indeed the British Govern- 
tneiit lias washed its hands of tlie unright' 
eons trade and it is well that tlmt has 
been so. The extent of Uie trade may 
be seen in the figures of the enormous 
esports between 1840 and i860. The 
recoidett value rose from t' 14 crore to 
5-16 crore ruiMses. And it is needful 
to remember tlmt during the peiitxl 
mendoned the price of opimn ivos a grtsri 
deal dteaper than what it was at die close 
of die nineteenth ceutun* and foi the 
first tea years of the twentieth. But 
before we leave tlie subject of exports 


it ivould be exceedingly instmctivc for 

modoru sliii»^r of cottoti to Uver- 
pool to leara wlwt were the charges of a 
consignment at that period. Tiie faith¬ 
ful %fr- Milbum has recorded fur infor- 
titation a coiiy of Uie pro /orniiJ invoice 
of 400 bales of the very best Siiiat 
cotton which was valued at Its. iSo 
per candy. Tliat was in tlie year t8io. 
Tlie tare was taken at an average of 
i6i tbs. per bale. A bale in gross weigh* 
cd 20 lbs. le^ than the bale of the 
present day. Tlie charges were as fol¬ 
lows :— 

Rejiacking at Re. I per bale. 

Weighing, sewing, including twine. 
sa>\ Its. 3-9 per bate. 

Cooty labour at 3 annas per bale. 

ConvQ’aace to Bunder and liaulage, 
nearly one ann a per t>ale. 

Freight for 14 boats at Rs. 4 per 
boat^ or say, 2 ann^ per Imle. 

Commission at 5 per cent. 
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KxdiftDge at 2S. 6d. 

Pretniiini of ^sfine Insur^ujce at 
7 per ceot. 

Freight at £22 15s. od. per ton. 

The hill icff the value of conaignr 
Tupnt was drawn at 90 after sight. 
That practically meant a usance of six 
ninpths , three months being taken for 
the average duration of a voyage by 
ship. 

The grip of Lancashire. 

It may be mentioned in passii^ that 
the export of piece-goods from Bombay 
was dinwtiidiing as Lancashire increased 
her exports; specially havbg regard to 
the fact that many sumptuary laws were 
enacted for cotton stuffs going from 
India to I..ondon. The stuffs exported 
from Bombay were genoally from Surat, 
Broach, Cambay, Karachi and so on. 
Sometitnes cloths woven in Madras also 
used to come to Bombay via the Deccan 
for export. There were also cloths from 



Sroacb Alitned<iba.d< But they all 
went by the genexic name of Suxat piece- 
goods like all Gujarat and Kathiawar 
cottoa The goods were jnosth' colour¬ 
ed and coarse in quality* The follow¬ 
ing stuffs, though exjiorted to hondoo* 
could not be used for consumption m 
England itself! For that meant oom- 
petitioa witli the nascent Lancashire 
cotton mills manufacturers. There was 
a protective tariff of a piohibitiw charac¬ 
ter. No wonder the exports ceased as 
Lancashire esetcised a tighter grip 
through the Governiiient. Thus the 
haitd-looin manufactures of Smut and 
Broach steadily underwent great di- 
munition. Here arc the names of some of 
the principal species of these goods :— 

Annabatchees. 

Baiiampats. 

Bejutapats. 

Nunsaria. 

Neganepats. 

Saltmpores. 
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There vrere also e:cpoTted varieties 
of chintz, dhotees and long clothe. 

By the fifties tlte trade in these 
Surat goods had almost died out. The 
weavers comined tiietnaelves to the 
manufacture of only sTH'h ijuantities as 
were IcKially consumed, say, within a 
radius of 50 to 100 miles. Of course 
tli^’ grew poorer and. poorer till at last 
theis avocation wa$ confined to pnre 
agriculture. But even to-day in Surat, 
Brooch, Cambay Alnucdalmd and otlier 
outhnng places, and specialty' in remote 
villages* maybe noticed luiuddoom weav¬ 
ers of the type of the beginniug of the 
nineteenth century. Of silk K<K>ds weav¬ 
ers the types w^ere to 1>e hugely noticed 
tiU , say, 1890. But the two silk factories 
estalili^icd about the time in the city 
greatly crippled their trade. Many were 
drafted to the working of the power 
ItKims iu the factories. Nay, tM^me of the 
hereditary Porsi traders and fotemeu 


n'evveis in Sotat silks svetc appointed 
jttajiagers and agents <»n a large re- 
umneration to make silk piece-goods, 
most of wliidi fotmd llicir 'wa>' to 
Bnrmab. 

Colton Milk in the Fifties* 

Sucli, Iicmxvcr, LaveLcen Uicvtcb- 
situdes of trade. Yet erveii in the 
fifties there rms a considermhle demand 
in Uie cit}* for Sttrat silks, eq>ccially 
the varieties known as Khin ICtiab, 
Alfcha, Miisroo and so on. Hand-made 
silk sarecs may still he seen and pur- 
cliosed. For there are }'et a few h^e- 
ditaiy weavers whose fainihes liavc. 
despite all penury, stuck to thdr ances¬ 
tral calling. In the fifties Bombay- 
had lust four or five cotton mills. The 
pioneer was that started by that enter¬ 
prising Parsec mercliant. Mr. Cowaaji 
Nanabbai Davar, about 1S54-55. This 
gentle^n was akin in bold and 
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eattirprisc of a rcmmierativc character 
to the late Mt. Tata- He wte aa 
ardent advocate both of '* swadesbx *’ 
industries aud banking. Tbe first ocrtton 
mil] which he started and worked was 
kitown as the Bombay Tlirostle Mih. 
Ring sp inning frames were absolutd^ 
unkxK>wn till, say, rSSS, when Mr* 
Tata was courageous enough to make 
a b^iuniug with those made by Hessts. 
Brooks and Hoxey in his i&m|jress 
MiIIb at Nagpur. The mill of Mr. 
Davar still exists at Tntdeo and b 
Dour known by the name of Shivtal 
Mbtilal. Sandy Seventy vividly re¬ 
collects visiting it raore than once in 
company with his father about 1858. 
About the same time a cotton ndll on 
a stnnh scale was started at Broach by a 
European named Mr. L and en . It is 
the same which bears to-day the name 
of Broach Cotton Mills which in years 
gone by was managed by Messrs, 




Greaves, Cotton and Co. There survived 
at Broach titi the other day a 
Parsi gentleman, an octogenarian, named 
Mr. Furdoonjee KunsilT, who started 
the first carding machine there 

Some wcU*knowii Firms of the 
Fifties. 

But to return to tlie piece^oods 
trade in Bombay in the fifties. Tliere 
were the wcU-known firms of Gmliam 
and Co.t Ritchie, Stuart and Co., Fia- 
iay. Scott and Co., Pe« 3 , Cassels and Co.. 
Grey and Co„ who used to imporl targe 
(quantities of grey and bleaciied goods. 
Tlterc was also the firm of ^Kiiig and Co., 
m which Mr. Byram)i J eqibhoy of that 
time Was a broker and which dealt in 
. English yam, known ai* “ mediotwist. ” 
Tlie Grahams wore the most promiiumt 
in their inniorts of grey gooth?, while 
Uessm PeeT, Gassels tuid Co. in fine 
Uleachol goods, specJally mulls, iaccirnets 
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and .shirtings 'J’hc RaHis were not 
there at Uie time, The>" e^iahtishcd 
thetiLsetvcs in the city in 1864. MesatS' 
Finlay, Scott and Co. were al*wi a timi 
laigdy dealing in liteached good& 
Messrsi. I^yon mwat alw Inf men¬ 

tioned Ciirioifsiy cnotigh. from Uie 
early part uf Uie ninetcenUi centurj' 
EngU.'Ui aiMl ScottUh importing firms 
einpkij'cd rich I’aisi iiicrcliaiit& as guar¬ 
anteed liioker.r oti a very tiandsome 
rcniuiieititiuii. Tlnae brukers guaran¬ 
teed the solvency of the constituents, and 
also advanced large jmmH on which the 
customary charge of interest was nine 
per cent, ^li rpsis the case that Uie 
salesmen onpln^'ed to sell goods were 
Parsisalso, the average pay being TCs, yoo 
to Rs. 1*000 |>ei montli. 

Fjttnaus Brokers. 

Among Uie guaranteed brokers may 
be inentiunccl Messrs, Citwasji Jehnr^r 
Rcadyiii(nie>' ami Uts brether ilirji. 


Tljej' were broken* to tlie wdl*kiiawii 
firm of Cardwell, Parwuis aud C(X and 
Messrs. Lyoji Broa. .Messrs. Cursedji 
ArdesUir and Co., of the wdl-knowri 
fainflx of tbc Dadys. were brokers tt* 
Messrs. Peel. Cassels and Co. and iCessrs. 
Giey and Co TJic late Mr. Muneberji 
I-'nimjcc Cama was a bioker to the 
house of OtalwiD and Co., the late Mr. 
P*raiuji Kusserwauji Paid was broket 
to the house oE prith and Co., tfil he" 
became a partner in it when the house 
was called Pritli, ftuiifls and Co., tlte. 
|ircd.ecc5si*rs of tlit present house of 
Pramji, Sons ami Co. Tha Petits were 
hr^^kers tu Reiiitie, Scnvdl and Co. and 
Dirom. Jluntef uinl Co. There were 
also first ctn^ Paist and Hindu firms, 
Padabhuy Wwik wa.* tiie greatest of 
them all in the early liitics till imhappUy 
fit came to grief. Kexi may be mcn- 
tjonod the (inn of Jdiaiigir Wadia and 
Co., who bad great connections with the 
French Oovernnient. the last of which 
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firm was the great plxiknthropist, Mr. 
Xpwroji Manekji Wadia^ d-E* The 
firm of Messrs. B. and A. Honnasji was 
also wdl kdowo. The great Camas had 
several firms botli here and in Quna. 
And it was ^fr, Byramjii Hotmusji Cams, 
that prince nf cotton mctchaats, wiio 
founded a firm in tlie middle of the 
fifties in hondoit, of which our late 
G. O. M., Mr. Padabhai ?Taoroji. was 
also a partner. The brotheia Praroji 
and Cumetji Cowasji were linked witii 
Messrs. Leckie and Co.. there w'ete the 
Allblesses who had confined their trade 
to China, and so too ifessis, Ciitsetji 
Bomanii and Co„ a firm of well nigh 
a century, which still carries on business 
with the country. Ciocnldas Tejpal, 
JewraJ Baloo. Moltdiund and otlims 
were large Bania and Bhattia trafiers 
in cotton and opium. There were well 
known Marwari firms also dealing in 
ophiED. Many oif them are still in eaist- 
ence. One wealthy ^farwari, nainwl 



Randal, was both, a tuercliaut and pliii- 
autliroptst. Sft was Motidtund wlio had 
iwitnerslup transactions with the firm 
oi Jaiusetji J eejibhoy aod Co., niul who 
baUt the Piivjtapole at Bhaleshwar- 
Atnong the opium merchants was Mr. 
Ruttonji Hdulji Bottlewalla. who had 
bis ptacc of business in Mopb Budding in 
Borah Bazar Street tiU the vicissitudes 
of fortune brought down the old firm. 
How few' bdced remain at present 
of the emiuent European aitd Indian 
arms of wealth and rq>utatiou which 
flouiishcd in the aftiesi Most of 
them were ruined by the specnlations 
of 1863-^4, Some were vohintaray 
wound up, wiiile the rest were recon¬ 
structed ami rehabilitated on the wreck 
of their former fortunes. But, alas, 
one never forget those great mer¬ 
chants a nd public-spirited citkeas of 
the epoch-making fifties. 



CiLU>Ti» XUX.-£l»l'CVf!ON IN 
THlv FlfTllSS. 

B efore closing this senes or recol- 

lectidus i>f Uie rlt^etiniimi embraced 
l>etween 1850 and iSbo. it wr»iiltl not be 
either tminieiesting «r uiiiuKtrMctive to 
refer tu the state of ediicattoii in the city. 
U liiis already been nbserV'cil imirc than 
once that the fifties were an qn>ch- 
niaktng one in the annals of Bomhuy- 
Wliclher we took to udiiiiiilstration, 
promcial or hical. or to banking and 
Joreign trade, or to railways, teiegraphs 
and i>ost» or tu social and domestic af¬ 
fairs, It was, indeed, remiirkalik- and 
tttarketl a stage of no insignificant a 
vliaractcf in ant civic histoi>'. Ednca- 
ticmal prrjgTesswii-s simifatly well marked, 
sijeciany owing to the reforms const' 
quent on the great *»lncatioiial desjifltch 
Sir Charles Wood, w-Uick Itwliaiis 
in all parts of the country have recogni^ 
cd as their Mugiia Chorta of Public 


Ijistiucliait. Sir Cluules was then Uic 
Presitlcnl of die Btmd of Coiitrot of 
alt affairs of tlic Eosi IraUa Conij>aiiy. 
It5 la^it Giarter was renewed by Pailia- 
ntent in 1853, and Sir CboTles as a lead¬ 
ing oitnnber of Uie Hmw of Commoua 
bad heard a great deal oi wiiat had been 
said about the isctTcmely disajipoiuting 
progress made ui educati^jnal matters 
during tlie tw'cnly yisars since the 
Qmrter Act of 1S33 ivas passed- The 
e\d(lence taken by Uie ParlisiiiCDtaiy 
Conituittce >vhtd) sat for two years 
prior to the dale of the reiieival of the 
Chatter of 1853 wasf ahw conclusiv-ti in 
r^creucc to the extreme backwiuibiesa 
filunvn by tbe Conijjany's scrvtints in 
advancing edwcatioiL ‘fbe territorial 
magnates were so absorbed in tliekr 
tra de of opium, aiHf atal tea fioiii China 
and I^ncashire piece-goods and other 
comniofUties of Englbdi numutacUirc 
from Creat Britain tliat there were not 
toiind u few frientls of Iiiditt, who had 



invdighed lu aiul nut of t!ic Hoiuies of 
Parliameui on the almost total neglect 
■ u£ holding the torch of knowledge before 
a pcv^le whose science and litetature 
were tJie theme of praise in all Europe 
llie golden era of Indian civilisation 
dates Ijack many eenttiHe^ before the 
birth of Christ and many more before 
FytJragtiras taught his mathematics, or 
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle their Helb 
enic philosophy* But. alas, for Bueoes- 
sive Tiraves of conquests, dating from the 
firrrt invasian of the Punjab by the great 
Persian King of Kings. Darius 
arts, science and literature sulfered con¬ 
tinually. with otdy spasmodic interv^ols 
of indigenous intellectual activity, till 
the estabieUiment of British power a 
hundred and fif^' years ago. But even 
Cli^■e and Hastings did precious little 
to revive the ancient civilisation and 
to link it with Che ittudem one of their 
age. At the opening of the uinetcenth 
century there was darkness in the land* 
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Tlie licerature confuicd 

to the learned pandits aini mtiltali^. 
The mass of the populatiaii was 
crate. It was the I’aciiameiitarj* Com¬ 
mittee of 179J which had strongly lii' 
commeuried the education of tile people. 
But no heed was paid to it for well 
uigh ten years. EveutuaII\\ the East 
India Conqiany was goaded hy sym¬ 
pathetic Partiauientarians into doing 
something. As a result a de^atch w^ent 
forth aboot iSor to sqiend just, the mag- 
niheent sum of one tahli oh the de- 
iiieutary educatioii of the Indiaa 
even then counted Uy crores 1 But such 
was the heedlessiKss or lusouciance 
of the Company’s servants in this coim- 
trj- that it was uot till 1813, after 
more than one reminder, that they 
could be spurred into activity and spend 
the Ukh. Anyhow, the first match wan 
applied to the torch of knowledge in 
that year. 



That was the genera) situtittoii a?' 
far as- llrf ilUterate iiiafis was eouecmol. 
It ^lould not, however, be supposed tiiat 
the wel]-to-d(t were ciitirdy innocent of 
their Ludigcuona iustmetion either in 
the Vetlas ;itul other Sanskrit tore or t)ie 
Koraiv, Biith Hindu and iiahomedan 
kings liavc heen known for their patroji- 
age id arts letters, Stray hturo- 

peaii tmveliers wh»> began vbiting India, 
saiv, front the eleventh or twelftli e«itttn% 
*iitiicr for piiqjoses of trade or from a 
motive of curtowty lutve testifi^! to the 
fact, Marco Polo may he nientionwl as 
tlie carlicst j and as the fame of OrmaKd 
and Indies hegan to spread for their bar* 
baric pearl and gold, the cuj>idtty of Knm- 
pean commercial traveUers was greatly 
w hetted. The Venetians and the Genoese 
were U>e iinwt pronunent in the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries. Thereafter came 
the Portuguese in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. As Chrtstians thijy 
used to liaye sometimes a couple of monks 
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and friiir^ nf ilitf orvlers. It is 

oat & rash statemmt moke tti&t tlie 
earliest teachers of India wore the jiffiiiit 
fiiois. Tbe^’ btitlt flr^ a clitirch to Gcxl 
oihI then startHl a school which was ti> 
shed light on the rlaikness of the places 
where the>’ plante:! tliemBeSvcs and at 
the same time to conv^erx the heathen to 
tlic religion of Christ. .\nd w« have 
records to sltow that tJiese irim^ atui 
priestJ tlieir churches oikl schools 

lu varknts parts of India S[>ectally iu 
coast towns Hast and West. And some 
o( tlie signs of thttse medieval chiiFcbes. 
if not schools, are to be «ecn in Homba>'. 
Madras and Bengal. 

So far os Hnnibay is conceiued 
it IS on rcCortl, according to the ofTiciat 
chroiiick'T. that at the close of the sis- 
(eenth centiity the Trancxscan fathers 
were known to have luaitttained tlidr 
parochiiil schools in the island where 
detnetitaiy l.ntin and r*nrttignese were 
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Caught. One was attached to that old 
and t'enerated Chiirch of Esperance 3 
^htle another to an equally old cUitroh 
known as Uiai of Santa de Gloria. The 
third w'as ihUced with the oUlest church 
at ifahim: Of ctnuse, ul! these were 
Catholic inhtitutiona The Holy See at 
Rome was iutcjisely interested in the 
propagatbn of Cathglicisin whidi was 
then fighting its first great combat with 
the Lutlicniiis and the Calvinists, The 
revolt sm-5 there and must conspicemus 
in EngiatiiJ as first opemxl by Henry 
\'ni. Venetian and otlier conimercia] 
tm^'dlers returniDg from their long voy¬ 
ages to India rdated hovr Pt^anism and 
the worship oF idols, t<irgetlier with their 
strange and fantastic rites. ceremoniaJa 
and pageants were rife and wliat a VTt* 
gin field the East Imlies offered to the 
successors ot fit. Peter to spread the 
pritniti\'e rdigion of tlie Great Masttf 
aiul tlitis find compensation for the grow¬ 
ing loss in Central and Western Europe. 
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It is intdligibic to midetstaml how 
the tcjil and piety of St. Francis Xa\icr 
was fired to propagate Christianit?* just 
as the lost for couqiiest led the prosper¬ 
ous a od powerful Portuguese sovereigns 
to despatch the great .^Ibuqueniiie and 
Vasco de Gama to discover the nw route. 
And we know how the great friar travel¬ 
led from Goa to the Dutch Indies and 
thence to distant MacaOt in hoiithcm 
China, and even to Japan, Thus^ was 
the zeal of Catholicism at Rpnife 
to the institution of Cbri«tlM 
in the Catholic setllements iii India: of-; 
which, of course. Bombay was one. 

But it may be interesting to relate 
that at die close of the seventeenth and 
the commencement <if the eighteenth 
ceutnt^- Protestantism was not behind. 
The fervour of a prelate, known as Uie 
Rev. Mr. Cobb, was instrumental in ^ta- 
bltslitng a sehod for the children of the 
ffw European residents in the citv*. 
In tyiB Crfvefnor Boone placed liimsdf 


at tht h^ad. of the stljuoT ttJovemeiiL 
He raised a fund which came tt> aU>nt 
Ra> h,c>oo, of whidi Kn. a,tn»o were 
j^encrously concrihitteiJ by lijmsdi—a 
fine examjile in the earty historj’ of to- 
L'ial duty whtdi the lie:id of fkiv'eTu- 
meut owed to the Cluidtiati jjujjolatiDn 
uud also to the Indian, llie school was 
niainlaiiitHl by voittiitary eontrihutions. 
T!ie Hast Imlin Coiiipauv obo donated 
just I<5, <>00 ! But real ^Tamatulnr edu- 
calJoti hnparted hy the territorial tnaK- 
uatra yet tJi the nebulous future. 
^fe^luwiule, exactly a hundrerl years ago 
two siideties were estnblishetl which 
Itad for their object ^he education of 
Protestants, both of the Ctvurch of I'-ng- 
1.1 nd anil of Scotland. Thw were knovm 
as tlie Botnbay EdticaTioii Society, a 
vettctuldc tuimc which is still familiar 
to us of Hie firesenr day. There was a 
reflected archdeacon luiiUMl ttames 
who thniiislied betwycu <.‘^15 and tS^> 
Scholaraiiips were totuided ami the other 


wxjiety was known as the N^ative Edm^a- 
tiou S{)ci<itY of which Mr, Pramji Cowasji, 
the great phifanthrqiist, was a generous 
^latron. tic presented to that body a 
portrait of the ofclideawin for Uis 
\*atuable assistance in tlie founding and 
cltrccthtg of this first important Iiidiun 
wx;iet>' for tiie dissemination r>f tducst* 
tioEL The Qombav Education Society, 
it is recorded, was the first of its kind 
in Imlia and HberalJy snpfioileti b>“ the 
parent iustitutinn in Iloudon. But it 
stiould not be forgoltcu that between 
iSt5 and 1^45 was also ertsbtished what 
Wi'is known as the Elphinstonc Native 
Erlucatiou Institute. It was started in 
1830 and worthily bwe the iinnw <yf 
Uie Governor, who during Ub 0 «v*emor- 
shtp of Bomlray laid tite solid foimdatiun 
both of dementary' and higher oducatroit. 
This Et»cicty did the first pioneer work 
by prq>airing and printing a seriiS of 
clenientar\* school books in tlie verna¬ 
cular. With the pn^ress of cdticatiou 


the Native P.fiucalinu Society' came tC 
he merged in the institution, whkh the 
Govemment established, colled the Board 
ol Education. This Board did most ex- 
cclient work till in 1855 when it ceasetl 
to exist owing to the great ethicatkiual 
relorm introdticcfl under the despatch 
of 1854 of Sir Charles Wood. There 
is not the least doubt that Mbutstiiart 
Klphinstone during his satmpy did not 
a little for lire establishtiucnt and prorao- 
tioii of both vernacular and Ei^Usli 
education. He was the first president 
of theSocieev' and Captain Jervis of the 
Huginecriug Department was its first 
Secretarj'. The Intter's services were 
afterwards fittingly recognised and a 
fine life-sire portrait of his was presenteil 
by the Stxrict>* to the Hlpliinstone In¬ 
stitution. The portrait w^as painted in 
his uniform of an Engineer atirf tt was a 
gicat attraction to all scholars attending 
that institution in tlie fifties, Sandy 
Sevent}' among the number. 


CHA^tKii I.-iaSSIONARY pro¬ 
paganda m THE [-iFTma 

T Hi‘, mcEer histcirj- of fliiucation in 
Bombay, say before the date of Sit 
OiaTlos Wood's Despatch «>f l 854 - ^ 

exceeditt};Sy interesting atul ’mstnictive. 
But the nudeat of that history ra^ 
seek, for sdi bb necessary iiiformation 
in tlie reports of tlie Bonil)ay Nativ’e 
Society and its siictessot, 
the Board of Education. Till 1854 those 
bf>dies one alter the otlier shar^ the 
burden of all public in-Htruetton in the 
city along with Uie weU managed sdiools 
of the ^tiss^o^arics. These missionary 
schools were established as early a? 
I$i3 and i8t8 and were mainly for the 
benefit of tlie Mohratta community, 
among which they were planted, special¬ 
ly in Ciigaum and Khetwady, which, 
were their habitat These misaionanes 
had also established a girls* school iu 



Bj* i 85 !<^ luid multipHeri to 
Bine with an attendance of *|oo girlfi. 
■One ijchool founded by the Church >Ijs- 
aonarj- Society' in 1835 deserves notice. 
It bfire the name of a distingntshcid 
Civil Servant, Kotjort Cotton Money, 
who was Secietary to iMivernment in 
the Eflwcation Uepartiiieiit. Presumably 
it was the jE^cat support afforded to 
tlie school by tliat officer that the schtxtl 
was luuimd after hhn. It bcsjieafcs 
volumes to the credit of the organisa¬ 
tion of that well-known Society' tlmt that 
Academy still flmirislies and has been 
■well knowp to at least three generations 
of the penjjie of Bombay. Within five 
years of its fotnidatinu the Institutiott 
numbered as inany as 450 scholars, 
which was, iiHleed, an indes. of its 
great poimlarity, bearing in miud that 
English instruction in the city w'os tken 
at its very thresliold. Before it was 
twenty years old the need was found to 
have foi it a local habitatioti of jts 
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pwn, Tht! growitjg ntmiber of pupils 
demanded extended accommodntimi. 
That was ev’cutually found in tlie 
spaduus and liandsonic premises on the 
plot of grotmd where stunds ut present 
ft glorified diawl, which tlie fiuanciaJ 
genius of the jenj’--biiilder of the openring 
twentieth century has rearer! in the city. 
Money School was really ft modest archi' 
lectural building, with a portico Fadb^tlic 
north eial <if the l^Tanadc Rt^id, with 
the Kalhadeci Road on its east arid the 
Chaadatiwaidy orCiigatun Road on the 
west. To the lover of simple but hand' 
some architectnre it is o matter of 
profound r^^ret that such a bnitdlti^ 
more than half a c«itwi>' old, wasjmt 
to the hammer of the auctioneer and 
razed to the ground in order that the 
site may be disfigured by the ug!y 
jerr>'-buildiog Just referred to. TIiercwAS 
an exceJlettl opportunity for the Goa'cm* 
meut or the Municipality or some a^he- 
tic philanthropM to erect a premia 


tbcrt: which mtg;ht have imparted aa 
artistic vista and served as aii object 
of adtniratioa to every lover of the 
Even tJie town-plaruier of the 
de^' could have put up there a atnicture 
worthy of that centtid spot now dedi¬ 
cated to the vulgar votaries of Mam¬ 
mon. 'The American missirmary societies 
were tiuickly followed by their conntw- 
parts trf the Scotch nationalitj*. Then 
came a prelate, whose remarkable abili¬ 
ty a ofl towering personality soon after 
tnarf^ his name famous not only in the 
Utcrar>'' cirde of Western India, but all 
through tlie country. He was the 
distinguished Re\% Dr. John Wilson, a 
realmis inissioiiary. who in his early 
career was of an ardently proselytis* 
ing tendency. 

Proselylisiiig Propaganda. 

Judging by the facts of the past half 
a century and more, it must be fncfuUy 
observed that the ultimate aim and 
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object of the various missionary societte 
■which so 'Veil flourished in tlic foTti» 
and fifties, was undoubtedly to eoirvert 
the heathen. The great Bishop Heber 
of Calcutta may be said to have crystal- 
lised for all times in ringing verses 
that aim and object as follows:— 

"Frau (JrwnUnd'a icy mwntaw^ 

From tndiu'!' cuwl utiaiMl, 

To wIhu* Hib Airie ItninlMui'* 

RdJ ilwn wd ; 

Fmoi ffluny *ii mviieul 
FfODD intuay Iiflltny plain. 

TbBy coll as to lidivut 
lltw Uad Irwn twiiUwa clioin. 

It is an historic fact timt the first half 

oftbenineteenUi century was characteris¬ 
ed by a gr^t majiifcatation of missioniiry 
aeal on the part of tlic English, the Switch 
and the American people- The exertions 
of one set of missionaries for the propaga¬ 
tion of the i^jspel on the entire surface of 
the globe where noii'Christiaus rtuigre- 
gateil in their crores, sthnulated and en- 
courciged the ^iritual fervour of oths 
Christian societies, and since they were 
all richly supported by their wealthy 
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patrooA. Jt is inteltigibk to understnud 
wL>' misstanari^ wtro seat to Indm to 
found schools for cdiicatmg Indian boys 
and girls in the I^oglish and vernacular 
langunges. with the ultimate puTpn% of 
converaiaa to Christiomty. It was, in¬ 
deed, the good (ortuiio of ludia that the 
first rudimentary' Jciiowledge impaiLod 
to om‘ growiag children came through 
these well-endowed missioti sdiools, 
hm^'ing regard to tlie central fact, to 
which reference has already been 
mode, that the textiton^ loids oi India, 
no other than tlic Houmirable the Kast 
India Compaavj neglected to discharge 
their primary duty towards the ]jGOple 
of the coon try. It was rhe missionaries 
wluf held aloft the torch of knowledge 
before the people ami burnt much oil 
for their edtreationa! benefit, it was 
they who first irradiated the dflrkriess of 
the elucatioiial btuizotL It was they who 
ttroce with laudable zeal to drive away 
the debased sapmstitiona of the land and 






to Itit tlie peojitc froni the dt^^Hdation 
they Imrl sunk itito for a thousmul years 
and more. 80 far India can ■never forget 
her debt of gratitude to tlu>»e piorioet 
ntisstonaries who oiganized sdiouls and 
^ea collqjts in their midst. On the 
rvther liand, it mind be confessed chat 
they foitnl almost in tlrdr fun(Ia.mGitt!j 
object of^proseljrtisiiiir. India even after 
half a century of Universities and 
Colh^esi remains valiantly faithful to her 
old immemorial faith, however encrusted 
with <legradcd superstitions. The spirit 
tuttlism of the laud is as Bnn as a rock 
to-«[ay as it was in. the days of Buddha 
ami Asoka, thi»Uj?h moflificd with 
the environments of modem dvdlkatiou 
witli wlvidi slie b sitrroauded. But to 
Tt*sume the narrative of the early 
inissionaries in the forties and lUdea. 

Commotion amnna Parsis, 

Their over-zeal to convert soitie of 
the scholars who attcnik-d their schools 
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!e(l to a commotion in the popula* 

tioo, particularly in the Parsi cottmin- 
uitv- Twoyomig Parsis, mfessm, Dhanii' 
bhoy and Honttiisji, eml>rac«i cliris- 
tiaaity and were baptiEcd. Zoroas- 
tiian OTthodcixj’ 'vas up in arms. A bitter 
religious controversy ensued. Pamjdilets, 
brochure^. IjooJes and tracts were 
written.- The controversialists vied with 
tsich otlier in putting their fingers on 
many an inconsistent statement in the 
Gospd. A bulky vohtme vtscs. w’ritten 
in Gur.erati wbicli "Sandy SefV^enty*' 
as a bo.\ had the cuiiosttj- to glance at. 
If he recollects rightly, it was called 
*' Ckrisrie Bharamnti Khotam " or the 
" Hollowness of Christianit}"*” Another 
was written ostensibly by a Para 
Editor, but wliidi was aftenvords 
recogubed as having come from the 
pen of the redoubtable Nowroji Fardimji. 
he who in the first twenty years of tlie 
Mtinictiial life of Bombay was culled 
the Tribune of the Peojde, But the 
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fire oi the conttovei^ was not queiiclial 
for at least a generatioti, dufiiig whicli 
spasmodic cooversioiis had taken place. 


In Uie fifties one Byiamji Kershaiqiji. 
a brigltt sdiolar ni Elpltinstone tiistitU' 
tion. went over to Oiristianitj', wbidt 
created a great upheai^l among 
orthodox of Umt commtmitj*. With Awi.- 
as associates, were two other 
youttis. but the infinence of j^cii v> 
parents was successful in brin^ug^^them 


back to the Zoroastrian fold. But over 
Mr By ram j I therewas aicgular law suit. 
An inj unction was taken from Uie Su¬ 
preme Court of Judicature on the Bev. 
Ih". \t'iTsou to show cause why Byroinji 
should not he restored to his paxenta 
Ultimately, as Bytamir was of Uie age 
of majority and altogether unwilling to 
return to Zoroastriaidiim, the attempt w'os 
abandoned. . All these Parsi converts to 
Christiauity took holy orders. Of these 
' ret-ereiid ' prelates, the vet^an was ilr. 
Dhanjibho}' who died only a few years 


ago at at! advanced age, greatlv es-tceoi- 
cd and tejjiected not by the infsaioTia> 
rie> alone, btit also by tJie more enlight¬ 
ened anil tolerant cla® of the Parsi 
conmitmity. His was a venerable figure 
as he iTi)(i>eared at great public meetings 
or public instihitioiis am I impressed 
many witli his sincerits', piety ami true 
Cliriatum liencvolcitce. To the ininj 
of thia writer, who used to set* hiiu often 
pass by ou the road, be struti him as 
a real iimn of Goil and great piety. 'Hie 
Reverojui Messis. Sorabjt imd 

Keiabttsiiji have also Irceti gathered 
to tlieir majoritj', but Mr. Sorabjt was ioi 
years 0 coinsjjicuous figure in Poona 
as Lhe founder of a achool that bore his 
name, ifrs- Stirabji and her three daugh- 
tets ably conducted it after his death and 
Miss Cornelia Sorabji is a well-known 
pcT^nagc in Indian life nnd hteratare. 
Poor Kershaspji, who afterwards styled 
himi^f Kershaw, underwent several 
vicissitudes ami was, a few years before 
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bb <lca&U, Htatinu-master of Aliiii^'dabiui 
" Sandy Sevciit>'‘" has a vivid remem* 
bemuceof iuni as a normal ^Miholar in the 
GIifMustone Iitstitutioa in the early 
Edb appearance was pleasing 
amt bumlsonie, his intetligence great, 
but there was even then a certain vala* 
tility about hiiiK It may however be 
mentiotied that there b still sur\^mg 
one Paisi convert t» Christianity ut 
that time. lie is the ttevd. Shapurji 
Edulji, a am ol whose created a sataition 
some time sgo In IwOndiiti in coTinectiou 
witi) a false diarge against him of horse- 
matnting. Mi. Shapiifji enibracwl Chris- 
tiaoit}' in rh55 with a Mahoniec'hiii 
class fellow of hn^ in the HIphinstone 
Institution, named Sytid Hussein El 
Medini, who died in hondon after Itis 
ictirenicut from the Judgeship of the 
Karachi Small Causes Court, Mr. Bha- 
puiji is the aittlior of a useful Anglo* 
Gujarati JDictioaary. The present writer 
was hisclass'fdlow along with Mr. Miedini 


at the time of their conversion. The 
fommotion. '>f the fifties was 

the last of its kind. It killed missioti- 
ary enterprise as far as the conversion 
of the Parsi was conc^ned, though the 
nttinVi pr of conversions hrora theMahratta 
conunuiuty are many. 

Foundation of Wilson College. 

Bill to return to Ih'. Wilson. Hia 
schwjis proi^iered, thanks to the co-oper¬ 
ation with him of Mrs. Wilson, so that 
t>y 1838 the iiJ^ nncleiis of amalgama¬ 
tion called the Free Oeneral .Vssemiily s 
Institute was formed. At last the 
whirligig of time and progress led to the 
foundation of a collie which bears 
the name o! that great Christian prdate 
and distinguished scholar. Time assu¬ 
aged all intolerance and the reverend 
g^Qtleman himsdf was conscious of the 
comparative failure of tlie conversion 
of heathens to Chri3tianit>% The college 
had able professors and soon came to 


fftnip &ud tujw stands a^t to none in point 
of teaching, thanks to tlic piesent Princi¬ 
pal, no other than the iodelat^able and 
scliolarly Dr. Slackidian,* and to Rev. 
Dr. Scott/ than whym tbefe is not in all 
Bombay at present a more popular pro¬ 
fessor. The Reverend Dr. Wilson rose 
to be Vicc-CliancelSor of our local Univer¬ 
sity, while his Uteran- fame ^read more 
and more. Many, indeed, are bis literary 
contributions to the "Journal of the 
Royal Ajilatie Socict\' “ and lectures in 
public. But his great momimeatal nrork 
arc those massive voltunes on the History 
of Castes in India. The neact mterest- 
ing work b that of " Cave Atcliitecture 
in Western India." He is the last of 
great Scotch divines, atid lies buried 
in the old ceioeter>' Queen's Road, 
which though closed years ago, was 
by special dispensation of the Gcn^ern- 
mentf opened for his iutennent, 

•EJolb hAVr Juitlv retirwl 
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Chapt£k U,—the 1v;\REY havs 

OF HLPHINSTONF, INSTITI tTlOlC. 

O F all thf schools eJrtahlidied 
in the city during tJie taikt luilf of 
the tiiuetecnth ceutufy^ and more, none 
ctijcn'Ctl ito groat and descrying a reimta- 
tion as a pablic scJioof than titun- kootvti 
as the Hlphmstone Institutjnn. Thar 
was the name wliich was liy tht 

Committee of the Bombay Native Fcluea- 
tioa Siijcicty, ft was popnJarly called 
the ''Siocicty School." At the tiiiu: it 
was caJJcd an " instibutinn " as it em- 
bracetl both school and collide The 
latter lutd »» sejinrate huUtlit^ of its 
ovNTi till 1856. Ill tliat year the collegi; 
was under the orders of the local Govern’ 
ment rcmo\^ed t^i a hired bnitding in a 
hnngolow belonging tti the Sassoons, 
tvest of the existing Babula Tank The 
despatch nf 1854 of Sir Cfiarle^ 




Jed tr.p exteasive educamual reforjus on 
an fiTgajiised basis. But prioi: to 1S56 
tUe coU^e was accckmmodated in the 
same prcinises as the scJiool. The Edu¬ 
cation Socictj' lea^ a plot of ground 
on the liajjlanade Cross-road, running 
from the eorno' where stands at present 
tlie Bible Society to tlie Tiorthwest. far 
down to die north-east where we Iia^e tlie 
head office of the Police Commissioner, 
Jtiggouatli Sunkersett was a inemha-. 
and a moat active and indefatigable one, 
of the Societj-'a Comnuttee. He willing¬ 
ly leoscil an extensive plot on which 
die institution was built on a veay well 
laid out plan. Tlie school tvas divided 
intfj lower and upper di\dsions. The last 
was for secondary' education as wc now 
call H, wiiile the first was for priinan^ 
instnictfon. Two large blocks with a 
rdomy verandah divided the ground flixrr. 
That wing which faced north or north¬ 
east was for Oujaiati-speaking scholars 
and that facing north-west for the 
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Maiatlii sj>eakiug boys. It was whotJy 
a boys' school. The dass rooms were 
50 coostnicted as to rua Into each 
other, contmuTiication being made 
through a diwr in each class. Thus the 
lower school had four Gujarati and forir 
Marathi classes in the two wings. 
They were well Ugliteri and ventilated. 
But on the eutrojice lacing tbe^east, 
whM'e there was a. iiorch, tliere were 
two classes at right angles to the main 
blocks. These two were divided by a 
central common passage, whence en- 
tnuice to the upper hall and other class 
rooms was eflOFected by an excellent broad 
stair case. Tliis was the main entrance. 
Tlieie was another, half way down the 
north-eastern wing, which was very 
.convenient for common use. An open 
parage intervened between this north¬ 
east wing and the outhouses for Hindus 
and Parsbi* separately, and so on. One 
of the two class rooms at die north-east 
cntrunce of the porch was the fifth and 
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thi; lUshcsC class theicliOtlf, wlliltr 

that COT the i^inHisite ahle was the lowest 
cksR of the un»«* V 

^thiy-ptjutid wa= |iro\ridcd, but it would 
baldly he ccmsiflttre?! amide aiul 
aient aftxirditt^ tCJ tuoiern notions. 
But then in the pre-Victorian fierind tiiey 
ill tohuid were not even quite advanced 
in matters c>f sohiiol Kyinimstics anti other 
* sj}ort&, All the same, the s^tort? and 
amusements at the school diirUig recess 
hours weye oi a nature flurly to escreise 
the muscles of the younj scholam The 
Gilcie daffda which has been so 
fully ret*bcetl by the healthy Btitish 
national game of criclset, wiis esccoling* 
ly in vogun The was a round piece 
of wood about an inch or two in diameter 
and 3 inches long and the d‘i$td^, or long 
stick of a cylindrical lypa^ perhaiia 3 
inch^ in diameter and 15 to 18 inches 
long, Mr. Dadabliai Nnwfoii in his 
<}chtKil days in tlie forties was considered a 
clever adept at the game. The pUy ha& 
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not tumt out ni Miiftn. It luay 
^11 iiten hi the snlntrlmii pUiiicii atul in 
every rural viliagiL It had very iimulT 
in ctnnmoa with cricket, indlitdmg the 
tuns tuade, j,^encJiilIy kno 4 %'ti nn /H&10, 

The upper school, whtcli was for 
in.'itnictit)!! in JMscondaiy etiiicatkiu. pre- 
par iitory to tile collie ctassen, Jjatl four 
fkiiarati aud four .Marailii dassfis, and 
‘Mire one, th^* were nil accomiiiodaced on 
the upjier door. Tlvo liall af tlie thstitn- 
t.u>ii i^mpied the whitk- eastcni friuil of 
the ^jiKd overlooking the Maicluu and 
t he J?ttrr. wmI was spadtiiis ami stately, 
A Iff^hte oil paiotiinj of 3Jounmuiut 
Klphinstone wai* htmp nji uii the west 
wall nad that of,Sir John Malcolm oa tJie 
■eA*t Both were I>y great mastent. There 
'v'ere alw* smaller oil portraits of some of 
ftc professors,—Bell, lleiidersfnt and 
(^rceit When die scholars liad guinerl 
their firoraotion to the first class of the 
npl>er school. lhe>' were riirther rU-aftctl 
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into wltat T\%is mtiutujnly known as the 
^‘GaiJtlidace dassi ” Tins class during the 
lifties was taught by one Mr. Praper; 
and by Mr. C f\ Eeyt-s in the latter i>art 
of the period. The last vrm from Itiihiq) 
College, Culeiiria, and a very able 
instructor <ii scholars prq>aiing for the 
college- Ho resjgnwl tlje readiership in 
order to take up the Ueadmastership of 
the Boniliay Pttinrictaf>’ richdiL the 
first of its kind m all ttulia, wdl- 
organised and weU-^rectCfl by an 
iaflueutiul and experienced Committee 
of Management, amtiug whom were some 
members of the [Cama fiiinii)\ tlie great 
social reftn-mers, and Mr. Jaggooath 
i^kersett, a nurst pnnainent tlmdoo 
gentleman who was a member id the 
fonner Board of IWucatiim which ceased 
to exist afler 183b. Tlie hoJl of the 
infiritation bad a magnificent ami well 
equipped hbiaiy' witli a long table and 
comlorUible library chairs for the use of 
the Board meeting, ISxuminers. too bdil 
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tJicir in llie hall* which wae: 

fitherwise sncrod to the I*rncipal anff pith 
acbotar it was r sttndutK 
satt£iofufti. wTiern* lisiUiet] ncvcj enter, 

Tlie colloje depatlmettt tvas nut well 
eodt'iWOf} at the commencemeiit, but 
en the relircnuint nf Elphitistoitej the 
gralefnl citizens of Bcimbay, rccognlz- 
iag the iKSed of a great college ior 
impartii^ higher edneatkin, ott which 
that ^reat states mail am] popular Cover- 
nur Was UituiniLf vwy keen, loiscfl 
a uu^miiecnt fuiirt of Eaklu of lujxscs 
to ptiri>Btuate his memory, and it took 
the farm fif the foandatioTi of a college 
bearing his tuo!!t distinguish^ aimte, 
Scholarsliips were afterwards csUtblifiJtcd 
to iwifpetuate other eminent men of 
learning mid law. ^us scholaishiiis 
were fcttiMled known as West 
Perry. The former Was ill lionottr of 
Sir Edward West, on able and emdite 
Chief j'tistii.'e cif Bombay diriseth’ 
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aiipoiiited by the Cmwit Sir Erstdne 
Peny was aaotlier Chief Ju3tio& who 
had thotoitfhly id^atlHed hihiself with 
the education of Indians. A inoofesaor* 
ship of jnrispntdence was founded in 
Ilfs hoDour which beais his iinme. Gover¬ 
nor Clare's rettreniesit led tu a Clare 
scholarship. For purpose of trainiag 
tcadieis there was eatahlished n Nor- 
mal.Cl^ witii stilhcient scholarships. 
The Normal Class was a most necessary 
one as there was felt a gieal want of 
teacher:^ of the Hngltsh lauipin^e of the 
requisite quaMcntfous. To-day* the {^reat 
desiderattun. at Least in the lliimliar 
presidency, is tlie adcqiuicy of txained 
tcachufs for i#nmarr schools. These am 
last multiplying, thanks to ttic greater 
liberality of the State in lefercnco to tlie 
annual gnuits tu these schools, but 
there are not trained teachers unotigh. 
That is why training cla'iscs Irav^e been 
opened in different places. The nor* 
mal scholars turned out by Elphinstone 


O^Ucgt: tit tile fifties were a lieutl of 
exceedingly weli-trained men under the 
cai'h* PtofesEors. When jierraaneitt tcd^- 
chersfor the Tower schonls speckdly wc« 
fewer llteiic ^holoF^ ii^cii to be empTby«l 
aiul tliey (lid tlMiii* work most CTeditohly. 
Kone of the claiis stm'ives* wi far ar iii« 
knowletlge of the ^ircseni tvritcr ijoci'* 
‘Dicre was till very recently one aorrivai 
tnthei>er34<n of Mr.. HormuAji DiuIaTilioy. 
ciC'jiU’ljjeof the Small Cause Cuurt. He 
died only the other day but he 
<;rx.cot^hi$dy read, and ^Kilar^ in the 
lower fotniR were aJwurt's dehglittHi when 
he trKik his turn for an hour t(r teach 
them. Ur* Hormusii w^ Ip I he middle 
of the lif jes a teacher* Sandy Seeaity 
acknow Icdgis wttlj gmtatude the train- 
tnj; in Knglish he gave to him ht tbe 
eLtiiji; tor sumu ten nionrhs in 1^5 7.^- 
lle wa« known as a bdilinnt English 
schuLu uf gmit clotiiicnce, tine 
mifas of u'liicli were later on Iteurd in 
ihlblic |d4cet, ^xa^cUIIiy In the 'I'own 
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Wall, It woiiM Ih? twjions (ncatiait 
u> inaiiy tif Uu; and viiliied 

tcSidiCTit Lii tbcKe days. Some three 
do/^ei] aiul man! coLifd he tecalicfi. 
{.liere.U out* who may licre lie nanioil as 
he also Eiwud in oiir midst tilJ T9TS. itr. 
Cflwasji IMiiljt Kliiunlxita, octOK«iar»ii, 
was a dwltiigutilictl and briUiaut sdiolar 
ot Etplunsrope Collece. He deserves 
sfieciol mentimi a* m fw really lc««w hts 
iiitriuidc worth, tlnjagh he wa? Ixiltf 
ktuiwu tuuoug his early coutempurari^s. 
of whom Afr. Itiidahlmi Kaotojl wasoiic. 
Hb KnRlinli was correct aiifl iilhimntic 
that lie was better huowu throiitdr the 
■■ Telia5zaph and Courieriu the early 
fifties ia which Itc used to give glean- 
tngs in l^ngbsh i:tt snlieiit article:! appear^ 
tuir ill the > 'iiijitnvti That jotirnal 

wuH a bright one Tmder tlie ediiifrshtp 
<»f one Mr Craig, who had a literary 
pen about him and sometimes gave lec¬ 
tures in the Town Hall in conuectiaa 
Wtlh the Bumhay Mediaiucs: Institute, 
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When Mr. Dndabhai Na»ro]i fouruieil 
tlie *' Rast Gortnr'' in 1851, it was felt 
that a (cvr cqUuurs of Eu^iUh auitier 
'Woiitil proud oi mvafunliie service to tlie 
public, Tlxcre were Messrs R. K. Kaina 
amt f^rabji Bengali as tissociutes in 
the w'ork of Lslitiir^ tltat jountid The 
necessttj'^ becanc acute in 1857 owing 
to Uie anti-Imltaji ^irit of the eoUtmns 
of the " Eombay Times" thee editcid 
by lir. George BnisL He fell foul fxf the 
entire luition cotnmuiut\> and calutti'' 
siated theiu in ou measured terms 
whidi eventnaliy Ipst him die editor- 
ali^ Tlic " East Goftar did signal 
service bj' giving rejoinders in f^ngti&fi 
to the irate editor s ridininatioti&, and 
Mr. CoiVAsit was specially sdected to 
indite the E-ngtish coiiunns. He wrote 
sucli excellent English and with 
sndi sobriety «f thought tluat when 
latCE on he left ior Hngland the 
" TelegTapli uiid Courier'* paid him a 
handsatne complinuatt on his extensive 


(<rudit]onL and tiis idiotnatic and goiter 
English. Mr. Cowasii was for many 
years editor uf Uit c^iliEinns 

af *' Native Opinion.“ foiuidcd by tlin 

late Hr. V\ N. A&utdiW. till he tcft4br Cat' 

aitta to take up the mauagcr^iji nl Uie 
Pcirt Canning Companj'. But such was 
his low of jouninilsiD that, he used; 
whenever in Bombay^ to contribute mv 
nnmic ainl atlier articles to the “ Titni^ 
oriijdk " iiiul the " Bombay Giwette." 
the editors of whidi liml the highest 
opinion oi his literary abiliti(<£L BiHr. 
such is the wiiirligig of tiute tliat bea-o^*^ 
a ver\' limited circle of frteiirls v^y few 
were aware of Uje existence oi Hds 
retired literary hut most uuasstuntn^ 
octogenarian who was such an ornament 
of the Parsi coininunity. Out how 
strange is it that the cOntninnit;>'^ knew 
him not' Hr. Khanibata was a gem irf 
the purest ray serene who lived unknown 
atids.i}eut bi his retirement at 'Tnideo 
till his dead). 
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CHAirrfjt I,n.—Tiriv l£l,PHrSj^TtlNE 

IKSTlTUTPirC, 

T he hiiiton- of the 0 jihmst»«ie Tu- 
sUtufcion remain.*; tolw ci 5 un*tetecl. 
Tl»c cjltUest T« rtglwh Profcssont hrwgHt 
tin.inn fTom Ltnid'iti wtfe Bell 

anil HtntJvrsiiii, and a little later i>n, 
in 1835, Ml- JoTm f afterwards Dr. 1 
Haikness. Mi. Bell tatu;hl nmtiieiitn* 
tics aial natural science, mifl Mr. Hen¬ 
derson history. Mr. Ifiirkness taught 
Eitcligh iiteiattue anil ^jhilowpliy. The 
ver^- earliest alumni of Elphinstcmt 
College- amCirg whom wiuj Mr, Diiriaiilwi 
Naomii, were nnriw the llmt two pro* 
fissors already uaiiied The i<Teseut 
writei has no personal kiM>tt*lwtge of 
the first two as Xhev had reared when 
he entered Elpbinstone Institutimi* 
but they were said to be most excellent 
in Uieir «va brimcheg of knowledge. 
Mi. Harkness wos ajiirointed Principal 


of the IiisUmtiou. A little thcic 

wert .Vicssra. Drlchurr ani:! l*aton. *Flie 
kst did not stay long and the first 
ah>*) auiit'dnterident of the Ctilaha Ohser- 
vatoiy. Sir, Orlebatr J^tired to take 
tiji a pTofe^rship m Atistralm. Mr. 
Faton'ii place waa taken hy Mr, GrceJi*< 
ivliD was ffjrmiirh’ lieml-niiister of tlic 
Cfivi»errimDnt adiiJol at SiurAt. He was 
itti lulvuoccd. LiUerai of t hose day s and 
taught; ecoiKmiy at the college. 

As schfJoi^maater he had made himself 
profiricDl iu the Ciujarati laagoage 
rniti lie knew ttom Lis ptacticsU tsx- 
periente luJtt often Indian school boya 
bEiinderKl iu acqiiinitg English ulSotua, 
he tmderttKJik tu edit a boiik uu Er^lish 
idiomatic sentences with their tmnshi- 
tion in Giijamti Against each Kugiisli 
sentence given on tlie opposite 

coimim of tiie book the Gtrjamti vetaion. 
The bfmk was^ deemed eKoeedh^Iy valu¬ 
able to Ml Oujarati scholars and was 
xecogmsed by the Education riiici^' 
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as an excellent text-book fltid it main¬ 
tained its reputation as sach Tor vciy 
many years. ** Giean's Phiuscs"' was 
the most popular text-book for Gujatntl 
sjkeakiag scholaia leaniins [English 
dirai^hout the Prcsulemy, But .Mr. 
Gnseii's economic teachings tu the etd- 
Icge were exceedingly valuable ami be 
ttuule hirasdf a moat p-ipulw professor. 
Mr. Harkue^. whom Sandy Sevens 
had known botli as the Pdriciiial of the 
Elphinslone Imtitutton and afterwards 
as i'nmdiJal and I’rofc^w of Ivogic 
anil Moral Philosophy in the Elphiustoue 
College, wus au Aberdeen imin. Scotch to 
the backbone and Scotch In his broad 
accents, besides being a n&au stcfu 
diictplmc. i Ic was exceedingly hot ten»- 
ptired OTttl used often to dy in a mge 
foi the tnosi tnuniKSy ndair. But age 
had mdlowed h««<. specially in his latter 
days before he letued in iSba. The grate¬ 
ful lyiihinstoniaus voted him a marble 
bust, which ia acciunmodated hi the 




B oiiihuy Nath^e General Libran*. \Vb i! e 
Principal of tbe rn^iiirtinti he j\ad two 
In rfjjtti assistants Cor the nppet ttml 
lower schools, Tj7o?se were Messrs. 
Thtdabliai I^aoroji aial Ponmnji t^efitotqi 
Master, who w'lis afterwards n mcnilK.t 
rif the Bomlwiy Municipal Corytomtioii. 
He was tjic fntlier of Dr. Dinsiiaw, w'lio 
also is a Councillor. tlie writer 

eoterecl the Institutton in July (^154. be 
had fur hb teadiers the late Messia. 
A R Moos and Pestonji Jehiitifpi Taj- 
yarkhtm, both able roeti. The fonner 
was well known for hb studies fn mt> 
tilral science tmii was the curator ol a 
mmiatnre inti^cnm. Afterwards he be* 
catae a mercliant Hie late wdbknnwn 
saperiutendjeut of the Observatoiy, 
Pr, Kanabboy, is one of hbsoiis. Mt. 
P. J- Talyarkhan who dioda few short 
years ago 'a'as known as an otcdlent 
F.ngliah scholar, but very tumssuming 
and retiring. He. too, was n tnartiuet *in' 
niattcrsofscbolastUr discipline ftp 1S56 


he teft tlie leacherahixi to httMiTnt* a 
lihrarkn of tJie CnUcgt^ wktdi vvas 
tcmwetl lu ycaj" (o a sqj unite 

house. He nfterwfttiJs cnteiml tile servHic 
of (.Wiwfuiuciit in the loam Commtsskwi 
]>e5iartme«t aiuT did yeoman’s service asi 
^aii afile rei^eiitii* otficer. The (SovcfiittHSiit 
of Barodii ufterwaids invited him ti* place 
on a wmttd footmj; its iand re^'enue 
sj'SteiiL which lie ilid most cteflitably- 
He was jewanled by (joverniutiil with ^ 
C. I. V,. 

Lord toil Lady Cannings Visil, 

It WHS while Sandy Seventy' was 
in his class in blotch 1856 that it haiiperh 
chI tiiat I^ord and Lady Caiiiiiiijj, who 
were aboiit to proceed to Calcutta. 
visitetl tlie Institution ami hereby hongs 
o purely |i<eisoiiaJ rcinmiscence. The 
writer, then 12 years old, was known to 
he the hest reader in tlie class and was 
called, ojion to read a humomus lesson 
Irom tluj principal test book. *' Beries 


of Lesson* *’ (A£r* CuUoch'ff SdicxiJ Sc- 
riijs). 'rijc ijassnge read was an ex- 
rrm from one of the bilts of Uie 
Arabian N^htSw It was so wcU rea^I 
tiiat lyjiiily Catitiing patted the reader 
iin the back by way of coiirpliment. 
biird Canning was apinniited Ooveriior- 
Cbrneral of India and liefore proceeding to 
Calcum visited raany places trf interest 
in this city, tndiidirig the Klphittstone 
Institution, wliost* fume had been wide 
^irefltL If the writer's tnenuiij he 
correct. Mr. Clunde nrskiue. who was the 
lirst Director of Hnhiic Instmctioti. 
accompanied him on this visit to Ute 
great school, Ky a ciinoiis Comchleace 
it so fiap]>eneil tliat Sandy Seventy, who. 
after leaving Colfcge in tShj:. had for a 
short time proceeded to his father's 
firm' at Aden, had tlic pleasure of seeing 
his Lordship there once more He had 
iitayed at that settlement for a couple 
of da>'s to view the fortifications which 
Were about to be strengthened after the 
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flark events ot 1S57, by 

tli£! PolftkttI Itesritleot, he viaiUd tUe 
oatuji, 'the writer had a glimpae oi hi» 
as lie iHisflist! liy, Dut wjiat a contrast ti> 
the hale Enid heartj* ^talesttian be hfld 
ween bini tn tlie acJjool in tfisO 1 %'liat 
niesnorleal What pottentions events in 
the interval of six years t There vi^as tl»c 
deplorable itnHny, There rvas the 
Queen's Prodnmatioii of 1*^58 
ferriiig the Govefnniettt of ludla (iJnjct 
to the Crown, there was the hounding of 
tliD great Ktaltsmaii and sivioor of Imlia 
who had with excmplftry patience borne 
the hiitdcn aiwi heat of the ilsy and the 
ealnmnies of his own comitrjTnen for 
having so discreetly sumnsl red fliotte wh** 
had been guilty of sharing in the itutiny 
atroeiti>ca and, lastly, there was the 
death of her wlio had all through the long 
pedtv] of anxiety and trouble, stood 
courageously by him while the Empire 
was trentbling in the balance. To Sandy 
i=weiit>- Lool Canning in i 56 a nppeaiwl 
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in ph>-aitiue to lie <iuite a iliffereut per- 
soiuiite ftorn wliat he h*wl se<ai him in 
1856 1 He seernctl to he a wreck of Im 
fonticf self* 

Separation of the Collejcc, 

But to return to the l^phiostoue 
Institution in 1855, Mr, Dadabhai leit 
for EuRland to join the great Farsi 
firm of Cama anrl Co., the first com¬ 
mercial Indian house established there. 
Meanwhile a great number of clianges 
were on tlie tapis in couserinencc of 
the new educatlonat policj' laid down 
in the despatch of 185^ of Sir Charles 
Wowl Tire college was eventually se^- 
pa rated fmin the tnstitrition which 
thereafter callerl the Ehilimsfcone High 
Sdiool. Dr. Harimess was the Frincijial 
of the College with three new profesaoci 
frt»n) Koghuid^ namd>% Mesais. S>"cUi«y 
Owen* J, P. Hughlings and. H- RawUn- 
son, Mr, Owen came out as Professor 
of History; Mr- Hughlings as that of 
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Eagli^ UterBture aiiii J£r, Rawlinson 
th^it of and Sciaticc* 

Tlify were tU) able men. but Mr. tbven 
retired after a year's tnviiig to 

illness. He was tbe author of a little 
hutory he wrote, afterwards called 
india on the eve ttf CoiU|Ui2it." 
Jtf. Owen was said to be of a vets- hasty 
anil inijiatietit nature und was not 
quite satisfied with Uic stmlents who 
read history with liini. He would 
nickname some as '' potatO'hcaded/* 
some as “ cocoanut headed " and so on | 
and Uie anecdote is related tliat he was 
once so irritated by the unsw'cx of a duU 
student tliat he observed he would 
** pitch hint out of the w'indinv 1 '* Mr. 
t'W en in l,ondon was for man}* veaia a 
tutor at Oxford and died about seven 
years a|^ at an advanced age 
Mr Rttwiinaon was a very courtcutts 
professtir* ettremdy liandsome in 
aijpearance. and would have been most 
popular, but unfortunately he died of 


cliolisra, thougli not without prqMiitig & 
college tent-book on Contc iJecticiiis. 
wtudi was in vogue for sevetal yea« at 
the collides m tUe Presklency. I^ofessor 
Hughlings was an Oxford man and made 
(Ui ideal teacher. He was an ” exact Eog- 
lish scholar/' and cxcoedingly popular 
with the Students in wlioin he used to 
take j>arental interest. He ijptauid at his 
own expense a reading rw>m for the 
students where all the best IxiudDU 
weeklies, the "Evening Mail" and the 
three weU-knowa quarterlies of the day 
were sabserihed, nautel3*» " The Edin¬ 
burgh. " " The Quarterly " and *' The 
Westminster," He alstt issued two an¬ 
notated editions of staiulaid classics, 
namely Gibbon's " Chapter on Ronian 
Law atuj. two chapters of Hookets* 
" Ecclesiaslical Polity. *' Sandy Seventy 
owes a deeji debt o£ gratitude to that 
profq^or for inspiring him and instill¬ 
ing in him a thit^ for economics and he 
remembers horv often, when visiting the 
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readiug lie wwtlU tarn' itvlnfc 

to explain, diflicult tisca! pi*oTiltiT.iB dis- 
ensfted in the ** Economist ” edited h>‘ 
Mr. James W’ilson, who in i86f» E>ecaine 
the first rinaiicv Minister of India. 
Kr. Hnghliiigs died in the latter 
part of the seventies in AiiKtralia, 
where he had gone for the benefit 
of Ills health. His gratcfid scholars 
of the past tuidei the lead of the cver- 
to-lH* lamented Mr, Tclang presentecl tn 
Uie ccdlege a line oil-painting of the de- 
ocasetl. Mr. E. Sharpe Sinclair was the 
Prtjfessiir of Mathematics, an Irisliman 
anri a favourite scholar of Archfiishop 
Whatley He belonged to the Trinity 
College of Dublin. He was a very 
eocentric or erratic jjc^otiage. and wna 
the first Registrar of the Universtiy after 
its incoqmration in 1857, the late Sir 
Joseph Arnold fxdng the first Vice^ 
Clumccllor. In 3860 tliere wa;» imported 
one Air, Candy as Frofessor of Applied 
Sciences. He ivns a Cambridge Setiixrr 


Wraiigler, but altogether ahsetit minded. 
Thai defect disquiilified him from being 
a pmfeiiaot at aU. Many iiuleed were the 
joket wUtcli the fituclaits of the day 
j>eri>etrQleti *10 hint. An enidttc man 
he WAS lull a burden on the College^ 
ISventiialh- he retirctl in tS74, when 
Professor tCawtUomewarte succeeded 
him, mi able proffesw, who rose after¬ 
wards to he the Priiiicipal of the College. 
The writer, wlieu in Hngland in. 1897. 
liji[i[>eueii to meet Mr, Conti}' at a meet¬ 
ing of the Indian Natioiiril jlssociotion 
in the rooms of tlie linpcrial Ini^titnte. 
He found him the same alisent-minded 
personage he was in 1S60 at tlie cull^ 
mui seemed to lUiunsli like a gt^iii i>ay 
tree. In tlicre was another 

Proiessot of History tii the persau of 
Air. Ivdmund Burke, a bitgbt young 
Oitfurd graduate. He u*as afterwards 
matk Principal of tlie lilphhjsticme 
High School in successiuii ti* Mr. 
William Htau}* Sraitiu who was tlie lim 
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bciailmastei under the ncsv artangetneiiL 
of matters educational eflected in 1856. 
Mr. Itarke found scIijooI life distasteful and 
took up the appointment of Registrar 
on the Appellate Side of the High Court. 
He. poor fellow, died of sraalJ-pox very 
shorth' aftcrvrnrdsu 

Sir Alexander Oranl. 

I,astiy, Sir Alexander Grant was 
a|ipointeil at the special instantze of Ur. 
E I Howard, Director of Puhlic In- 
stmetion. as Professor of Logte and 
&h»ra1 Phi]i>sopliy w-itb a r^ersion to the 
principolshtp of the college on the re> 
tinerpent of Dr Harkness, Sir Alexan¬ 
der came witli a European reputation 
as the translator of the Pllliics of Aris¬ 
totle He had been defeated in his com- 
|jetituitT for Qtc ptindpalsUtir of tire 
Edinburgh UnivenJit)' in 1858, ^riiich 
went to Sir David Bitwster, So he came 
mit Madras on edncatiouol inspect 
tor. hut Mr. Howard fully knew oi his 
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great capftcit)" aitfl tAlents. both as a 
proff^or and as an admiufettatoi. and 
invited him to the proressorshlp of 
l^c and Philosophy at the Elphinstone 
College. For a time lie also gave lecturts 
on Greek histon" and specially Gredt 
democracj*. Sandy Seventy was one 
of the scholnrs and he learned bis Bacon s 
Novum Organon tinder him- Through¬ 
out the whole history of the college 
there never has been so excellent a 
proicsiior of great reputation as Sir 
Alexander Grant- He became principal 
in 1S62 qikI Director of Pubic Itistruo 
tton in i80f:j in succession t<i Sir. E. I- 
Hownrd, wlni retariicd to the Bar which 
then ofTered a muHt lucrative practice 
owbig to the heavy litigation in coiise- 
(|ucnce of the aftermath of 1805- 1^1*^ 

Alcsander again contested the Edin¬ 
burgh Universit;' Pnudpallshtp in *868. 
and this tiiuc successfully. On his te- 
tirement in i8ft8 he was presented wnlh 
a valedicloij' address by the cituicns at 
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the F. C Institute, at which fiiucuou 
Six Richard Couch, then a puisne jndee 
of the High Conrt, presided, fij* a Incti' 
cuiiicidcncc H happened tliat on ttie 
very afternoon of the presentatirni flay 
Mr. Fberor.eshali Mehta arrived frcini 
England after having l>een qnalttied 
for the Bar " fresh from the atmosfihere 
of Ciinculti’a IntL" He was prtsMSit at 
the interesting gatlieting ui Itonour cil 
his beloved priiu'ipal who iu turu had 
predicted front Uit college days of tliat 
sdiotar that he wotild prove a hi iUiant 
man and an ontament to the city of his 
birth. Sir Alexander Giant was uhisi 
iustminentoj in interesting tivo weafthy 
philanthropic: gentlemen of Boralmy In 
the early sixties to give princely dona¬ 
tions for the building of a ^Senate Halt 
and hibraiy for the L-njveisity and a 
local luibilatioii for the Elpluiistonje 
College, Thus it was that ^tr Cowosji 
Jeha^bir (the first of Hint name) do¬ 
nated two lakhs for tite lilphimtone 



Colltegt and tw« lakhs for tint Stmate 
Ttall of tlie University, while Hr. f’rein- 
chaiid Roychanfl donated two lakhs 
for the Clock Towet, which l)«ar& his 
revoed mother’s tiatne ^Rajahat), and 
which is a diinj; of beauty and Joy. And 
it may he nnteil here that it was at the 
instance of Sir Alexajuler that Sit Cd- 
l>ert Scott, die famous I.oiidun artist 
and architect, designed the Xhiiveraty 
Huildings, whUdi are the gem of of 
all public edifices in Bombay, Sir ^ 

onder was a cotitributor to our Tocal', 
dailies and the Bomhav ■'Sotnr^y j 
Review /' which ivas started’ bj' Sir. 
James Madean. afterwards the odRoi 
andpinj^rietorof the *' Bombay Ua^ette.' 
Sir \ Wari*h‘r also read very learned 
pofiers on MstoricaJ topics in cottnwtkin 
with the Heehcuiks Institute which were 
attentled by a veiy large crowd of tstn- 
deuts besides the citbens of Bninbavn 
A Ufe^sbe portrait of Sir .-Ucs^aiidcr 
presented by subscribers to the fund 


rai)$ed in liJs linnour hangs in the EljiLiu- 
shine College* It is extremely doubt- 
fnl that Ivlphinstone CnUqge will have 
another professor of tlie great ability 
and teaming of Sit Alexander Grant. 
Principal Wordsworth who came later 
OIL was the only cxccptinn. 

The Great Hducalinnal Charter. 

Between 1855 and i8(io great edii' 
catioiudduiiigestookpbceall over India 
thanks to tlie great edticational charter of 
1854 known as Sir Diaries Wood's educa¬ 
tional de^atch. Xa common wnth die 
otiier Presidencies Bombay ttunieosely 
benedted by the great chaiif’cs dTocted in 
the whole system of education. And it 
was fortunate Uiul she had Messrs. CUmde 
Erskinc and B- 1 - Hoivard as her first bvo 
Directors of Public Instruction. The lat¬ 
ter was in ohiee fur well nigh ten years and 
the solid foundation of the new education 
which he laid has stood Bombay in good 
stead during tlie last half acentnry. 


CnAPTER RI'Cn^NINGS 

OF SOCIAL REFOR4L 


reference in brief to mattere 



social iu tbe fifties niay not be out 
of place. First, then, as to social inter¬ 
course between comiuunities. Thongli 
in matters of trade cUediilerent cnnimn- 
nities pursuing mercantile avocatirms 
freely mbtctl with cadt otlier, the inter¬ 
course may be said to have ended there. 
European merchants were esceedingty 
affable and were no dmibt courteous in 
their mercantile rdations with tlieir 
Indian ciistoruers. constituents and gna- 
rantettl brokets. The last enjoyed tlidr 
highest wnhdcnce. mid tlicir mutual 
regard and esteem were grtiiL But 
bej’otid tiiese fdatiom tliere were none 
others or next to none. The Flindii or 
the Mussalnuin. whethet orthtHinx or 
any other, could not intermingle fredy 
with the European. At the best a few 
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weJl-ktiftwti luiro]icAii gentlerticn of 
cie1:>' would l>c invited lo sudi fnnctiotui 
as TnuTiiage fe$t{vrde:i of the wealth^’ 
njemljers of tiiefie cotummiities, tkone- 
times they would, he invited to a tiaubch 
where Uic^.- wmild put iu an at- 
teiidancc ot half an lioiir or so. At 
dtr])aTttii(? rhese Hurr^ieuii guts^ts wottid 
begailttittltil with Jlnwcrs awl rose water 
q^rinklcd on. them, as is Ure ciistoni even 
now. The hi.ist ivontd be overpoweiti^ 
in ii» wdc^irne and reogiliuu and the 
guests would most goud-tiaturedJy ami 
■whofe-hearterfiy reciprocate the invita* 
Uon and appreciate the good will 
youd these ameuilies 9<x:ial matters did 
wit go. There was a wide gtitf fixed 
between tlie two comuiunities and Ujc 
I lnropeami Not so as regards the Pacais. 
I'rcv from the train nnds of caste and 
custom indigetums to the country of 
their domieilc, thm' were able to tnia; 
freely in nuTOjieau societj'. Th<^' dined 
with them and took a share in their 


sports and cntcrtainnients- thmigh. of 
course^ the htst were tmt so conitttou and 
frequent as are to be witii^sed to^ay. 
The 'Wealthy giiarairtcetl brokers \r<inld 
oftai give farwcU entertaiunients of 
a magutlicent character to tlicir fctiriog 
aeigiior, *" meaning the chief or some 
teading partner of the lirtn. 

Same Leaders of Society^ 

The Wadias. the Dadys, the Ba.- 
najis, the Ready moneys and the Jamset- 
ji Jijibhoys wereaU weli knerwn for their 
hospitality. Dinners or reErtahments, 
or entCTtaitimerits would be given in 
hotmtir of s^nne departing worthy. Ex¬ 
pense wa* no cottsideration. The inaiii- 
spring was to do honour to the guest is 
the most friendly' spirit The LowjJ 
Wadia family, that is the descendants 
of the gr«a.t naval builderSi. were so far 
kiiown to be most prominent as hosts 
at a varied* of estertaiitments gives at 
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I,owji Caetl*, tht: family ijcat. in the vici¬ 
nity of the old fJovcnttnenl House at 
Pard. 'fhe first Sir Jamsetji was the 
next, and his lawn seat, the same which 
is now <»c«ipied bj' Messrs. Evan.s, Fraaet 
ami 0>.. was Uje scene of many [nurriage 
festivities, whereat the tiovemor, Mem¬ 
bers of OtiuneiJ, other officials and many 
Kuropcaji citizens were invited. In the 
fifties, by the couite^’ of the thivernor. 
his band, then known as the “ Garrison 
Band " was lent for playing at such 
festivities It was deemed veiy high 
hoiiniir by the host. Besides tJtese 
” shetliiiis " other Parsia also, siiecially 
those in business, mixed fredy with the 
Ixuropeans. The only drawback was 
that barsi ladies 'were not present at 
such festivities and entertainments as 
has been the case for the Inst lorty 
years and mote. Of course it goes 
'without saying that in tlie fifties caste 
ami custom among the I-Iindus and 
^laliomedans were a great deal sternei 
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in matters fiociat tlian they are to¬ 
day. Their women folk were all in 
"purdah" as far as siich public festivities 
were coiicenKxl. There ntight have 
been on occasions a niixcd gatlieruig 
ot Parsi and Hindu women. Of 
Wjlifittiwlaiis tliere was none. Again, 
some of the social customs of the 
Paisls owed their origin their long 
settlement in India luuoi^ the terri- 
tories of Hindu Kajas and. C h ie f s, 
t.ithcr supen;tittDn5, roorstly of Hindu 
orig in , weic greatly in vogue juid 
special reform societies ^ve^e foumled 
in order to sweci> away the non-Zoro- 
customs and practices and to 
pttiif> the religious cites, ceremonies 
and. other matters of feue^n esttractian. 
There was also a vei>' unimated agita¬ 
tion with regard to the correction of Uie 
Parst calendar on accxiunt uf the onussion 
of counting the addiliamil ilay tn a leap 
year, since thsir settlement in Inriia in 
the seventh century A. J>. 


><r* Daclafatiai Naiiniji The 
Refornicr. 

Thf princiirud PatKi ^ocwil rtiftinners 

were the Kniiias wht» grcatlv bcfriemliid 
Mr. BiwlabHai Nfioroji who in the fifties 
was kiMiwn as the best Klphinstonian. 
Mr. Dathililiai fotindwl the "'Rast Oof- 
tar " for the piiri>ose of educating the 
Parais of tltose days both in the matter 
of the testoration of the purity of Zcfroas- 
triauistu and for taking the first step in 
female edneation. It was rn the fitness 
of things that he iiimseft, who had lipr 
mcnselj' benefited by cducationv shotild 
ttnllnichingly hold the torch of know¬ 
ledge before his own cotnntnnit>' and lift 
theni to a 1i%her level, while weanine 
them from all foreign praetices enernst- 
ed with tlie cemservatism of tjver a 
thousand years. Mr, Dadolihai himself 
set a good example by first becoming 
a voluntan- teacher of girls at their own 
homes. The encouragement he received. 
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was most favotira^ble, though, of course, 
there were unt wanting the tribe oi the 
orthodox who were aJarmed at what 
education ma}* lead tbelr females to I 
But imdeterred Mr. Dadabhai went on 
his way in coinj>aQy with other fneiuJSi 
equally warm advocates of female edu¬ 
cation and religions and social retorm- 
Indeeil. reform in getteral was in the 
air in the Pars) ocimmunityv And it 
was a gSadharbingci' of the bright dawa 
—the day that the first Paisd girls’ school 
was Eotmded to teach the three R’s in 
Oujarathi. It was an eicdlent begin¬ 
ning. the solid fruits of wlikh are to be 
discerned in the educated Parsi giri of 
the day, both in English and the Ver- 
uacular. Anyhow, the seed w'as si>wii 
in the ground, which was certain in the 
fullness of time to give a rich harvest. 
The Hindus were not backward- They 
followed tire lead of the Parsis, and 
schools in the Veruacedar were establish¬ 
ed for girls, chiedy id the Marathi 
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ctitnitiunity. But tht Habomcdsio world 
was a world of citnnuiTiait dmkttess, 
for at that date tUe tiutaber of Hahome^ 
dans educated fairly in English was 
exceedingly snialL It might be counted 
oil one's fuigers. Two religious Parai 
societies were fomierl, called the Ruhnu' 
mai Mazdiasna and the Rahi East 
These had their own dogmas and doxies 
to grind, thougli, fairly reviewing them 
after tins lot^ stretch of tune,- it api>eani 
that the differences were like tweedle* 
dee and tweedledum. But it is snpei- 
diious and even, unentcrtainiiig to enter 
into details of the schisms and factions. 
They had their days and have ceased 

to be. The oidy echo, which is aom^mes 

faintly heortl. is that about the correc¬ 
tion of the calendar, whkh for the omisr 
sion of leap year days has gone wrnng 
to the extent of ever seven months since 
the first comers settled in the bud of 
the Sanjan Chief twelve huodrcil years 
-«go. The Parsi New Year's Day. 


according to the refortried clirciuologj' 
should fail on the day of the vernal 
tKjtiinox or the Jatnshedi Sfaoroj, tlie 2 i 5 t 
March. As a matter of iact, this year the 
New Year's Day fell on the 12th Sq>tein- 
hcr 1 Orthodoxy, though yearly declinii^E, 
isstUi tenacioiia and if therefnnners of 
to-day work on the Hnc of least resist¬ 
ance, it goes without saying that antitber 
oiiarter of a centurji' may witness frui* 
tion of their labours 

The IJHins ol Ihc Purdah. 

Going back to the fifties, it may be 
said that fair prelimmaiy progress was 
made with female education among the 
Parsis during that period, and in 185® 
the first Farsi jomnni for female instruc¬ 
tion was published called the Stree- 
bodh, " chiefly owing to the efforts of 
Mr. Sorahji Shi^uiji Bengali. It was 
published by the “^Dnftui A shkar a 
Pf pfa '* founded hy the Mnnsbans, who 




ere mfiissolubt5’ HS&octated with every 
tU>eral reform among the Pareis and vrho 
were ei'er ready by nteaui^ of tracts aiul 
jnnmals to help the cause of social 
and religious reform. The Parsis should 
ever be proud of llidr Mub^Imus and the 
** Duftur Ashkara Press/’ wlilch is stiH 
wiilt un and jirospertng. The " Rast 
Goftai “ was the advanced liberal |>aper 
of the Parsis. there beiug two other 
jotirnabs, iiameV. the *' Jame*Jamshed ” 
and tbe ** Chrd>ool£ " wjiicli were Libe¬ 
ral conservative. So. too, was the 
’’Saraachar.” The " Rast Gofmr” 
may l>e compared to the London " Spec- 
tat»>r' \ of Tt» early hnlc^'on days. But 
speakiug alwut s*>cial reform, and spe¬ 
cially of sweqMug awrn' the practiee 
borrowed from the Hindivs of ne^'er 
allowing the females to go about in 
public aiifi mix ireefy with the nudes 
it may be observed that the Queen's 
Prodaumtion id 1858 brought the first, 
beneficent ximovatioii which rejoiced the 


hearts of the TeformerB. The Pnid.iiaa' 
tion was cdehtatcd in the cjt>' with 
groat eclat and dcmenstinHotJ. There 
were many brilHant iUituunatiens in 
the principal streets in and out of the 
Fort, And the Paiai females were 
keen on viewing them. Queen XHctoria 
was a name to be conitired ivith. There 
were many songs and versfe in her 
honour, and so some of the bolder tmea 
made it a jiotnt to break the ice of iso¬ 
lation, so to say. The richer da# 
women used to go abrnit iu thdr carii' 
egos, mostly shigrams, with the Vene¬ 
tians lialf dosed. On the night of the 
Proclamation illuminations thej- woe 
about itt open carriages. The Vene¬ 
tians were let down. More, tliose das^s 
who could not afford to ilrive in carri¬ 
ages went ou foot. Audi sooth to issiy^ 
there was to be witnessed in the loca¬ 
lities referred to quite a rcfinaikable 
b«fvy of rarai females attired in their 
rich silk isaris and bejewdled. ITie 
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♦‘purdah " was literally lifted aiul weJl 
it was that the veil was torn. Thence- 
forwarcl their nKwem^ts were ireer. 
but >'et tmly a mtmrify had takeii the 
couiHgtL But the leaven was li^vcn- 
ing slowly the whole lmn]K 

The Great DiwaU of 

Vet another historical ei'eut, six 
years later, happily offered ttsdi. It 
wus the great J>iwaU of 1664, when 
Bondjay was wetdowing wth silver and 
gtild and banking ami iinancial itistU 
tntions by the scores were daily sprite* 
i«g ui her midsL That Diwali was the 
best one known in the liicthnc of the 
oldest inhabitant then living. The illn* 
minatiuns were tlicax superb aud on a 
lavi^ wale, never since known It 
was a unique Diwali in every ref^iect 
Tile i^arsi ladies of the city moved about 
Ircely botli on foot and in Canutes* 
Die purdah was wholly lifted and rinee 



thcu tlie intenaingltiig of males ancl 
females in Farst and European society 
became universal Thus it was that the 
kindled in the efties sent forth, 
a lambent flume of liocial reform, which 
hti< since Inimed with a steady lig:ht of 
which the conununity is proud. Female 
education took long strides till in 1863 
the iitst Farsi school for girls for teach¬ 
ing English was ioundwl by the late 
Mr. Manockji Cufsetji on the happy 
occasion of the marriage of Princess 
Alexandra of Denmark with Edward, 
Prince of Wales. The school, in memory 
of tiittt occasion, was named the Almt- 
awlrti School. It is a matter i^oic* 
itig Ui see the school progressing and 
douiishing. thanks specially to Miao 
Manekji Cursetji and her brother Ctiraet- 
ji who arc its life and soul. Vaster 
strides have been taken since 1863 
Parsi female edncatintt, and to^iay we 
ore glad to notice 90 many Parsi i^rls 
who are graduates of the University* 


aolIU^ of wlioiu have tukcii high inedicai 
bononis even in Uie Uiiivergit>' ot Lou* 
don. Ha|ipy are the uatton oudl the 
eununuaity ivho«e motberi ate educated. 



CiiAPTEK LIV. — SOCIAL RliLHEA* 

TIONS IN IW. I*lFniSS. 

T H()t;GH the fifties were an ejiacli- 
i Tialipn ^ |)eriocl in main' respects 

including social reform, it may not iie out 
of place to refer here to one social feature 
wbidi a handful of the far-sighted of those 
days hail greatly deploreil. Naotch par* 
ties were ^ceerUngly common- Danc¬ 
ing girls, Ixjth Hindu and Mahomedaa. 
were invited to enli^'en es'ery inijuirtaiit 
domestic entertainiiieut of a joyous 
choractei* They were aU professionals 
and. from tlicir point of view, dM Uieir 
best in order to advance their own proiSr 
perils- With dancing girls were singing 
girls also, tknerally these professionals 
combiiierl these two arts- Awl those 
who excelled in singing were, therefore, 
most in icqnisitibn. *-»« testive occa¬ 
sions no ciiterrainmcnt would be deem¬ 
ed complete where a naut^ 


□ot beea providfid, Itideed. it v^oit lietd 

■trr be shnbtiy an tlie part of tliefew 
wbu, fiom cnotives of saving munet'. 
1 ailed to ohscrv'e ttn* universal ettstoin 
Sticb was. indeed, the deep hold of tiint 
custom that it was impossible lo evade 
it, as impossible as to evade Tesorting 
to the temple for divine service. When 
a caumLtU)it>' is intensely imbued witti 
such a cnncejitiou of social duty it b 
quite intdligible tu nnderstoiid why 
naittdi parties were held a siw qm 
non iu every rich family. Hindu, Maho- 
medan or Pars). So long as those 
parties were not accompanied by any 
impure ideas or sentiments, nothing 
could in nil hiimess be urged against the 
prevalent practice. The songs no doubt 
were mure or less songs of love. .\s 
such it was impossible to conileuin 
them. For who could denj' the ex¬ 
istence of tove songs from old days lor 
ward, front the days of burning Sapplio 
those of opr own ttmea. Singing 



ami dancuiB arc a. hiunan iastittitico 
connircteii with joyous aud fcspve oc¬ 
casions, It is only the ticeoso of songs, 
tmbridted, liceisc which iiispues impure 
thoughts, whicli could be deprecated. 

Need of DKCfiminstiou. 

Tt is one thiug to dauce and sing 
whether in prai»: of the -Uroighty or 
nnv king^or hero or heroine, mul it is 
another thing pure erotic songs which 
excite tiumnu passions. Even to-day 
with ali our refined civUisatkui do wc 
mot notice dancing and aingiag at home, 
in public jdaces and elsewhere in every 
vBiictv mill fonti ? Tile moral phlloPO” 
phcE, tio^doubt, came nti the scene to 
decry thejo. But the pliflosiipher ought 
to ifferenttale bctv^nicn duncins; and 
singing, which is as innocent as 
ba1>e, aud dancing and singing which 
^xcit0 lust an*i inculcates vice or am. 
Anj'hww, all India bas been knowm for 
cen^tnries for «ta iiantch partie^from 



tJte king tti the ijeasant. So that, 
if in thir iifties naittdi ]»arties were a 
sincgna non none could be re^miached 
for having them. It was the ctiston) of 
the country, Puritan missronaries and 
other characters were supposed to i»e 
shocked affected to lie shocked, who 
first denotmeed them as fiehious, thougli 
wor^c vices oi a most degrading charao^ 
ter are praetUed in Uie Wc^t of which 
India is e\‘eii free tn-day. Thus it came 
t<i pass that iiautcli jmrties canw to be ric' 
noimced wltolesalc. Those who ilemiunc- 
«! tlieiii seem to have mode no distiiM^ 
tiun Itelw'cci) professional dancing and 
singing witlj its poisr^nous virtts and that 
which was innocent and free fmm arty 
tmi)Uie thoughts or gestures or any 
other indications, \Miolesale denuueja* 
tions of such a character are greatly to 
be tfeprecated. just as wholesale conriem- 
nations oi caste as if it w'ere a monster 
which bred et'd only, How mucli there 
is of hypocrisy in this w'orld oi ours, 


700 


wkkMl as it is in many waj'st VVliiie- 
the seemingly e\'il is decried, the truly 
eyU of a most diabolical diaracter, citn- 
ningty concealed, » seldom brought to 
light. The saint in crape is twice a saint 
in lawn* In every conimtuiity hj^oenti' 
cal saints aie to be met with in abund¬ 
ance. The only jast condemnation 
against nantch girts is the one wliete 
concubines or mistress^ go almut In 
public places dancing and singing. The 
evil could be renioved if society itself 
is gcnninely moral. And so far as 
danciitg and singing connected w ith 
professional pTostitiitG arc concerned, 
society is right in tryiug to ertidicate 
the eiril. Hut in the Sftics the peojite 
went on their way. continuiiig the cna- 
tum of tlieir ancestors and per nothing 
could be said against it. Of course, 
WTtli education, the latent eidls arising 
from dancing and singin g came to be 
rightly denounced 


Social Reformers. 


Social leiorraers there “were, a htmd- 
ful Only, in the Hindu community who 
oaniostly emleavotired see that the 
practice was slowly abated. But in 
the fifties not oulj* HinduB but Mahotne* 
dans practised the enstouL The old 
Moghul Emperors, as we all know, had 
a T^^ar menagerie of imiuonU rlancirig 
WomeiL And the wealth}^ 
noblemen aud Mahomedaiis ot the mid- 
dte dasses followed spit The environ- 
meuts were there. And at the time 
about which wc write, in the absence of 
any edneation, it was not possible to 
break areay from the environmeuta. 
All evil customs aro alow of era- 

dication and it was, thereforej nothing 
uncoounou that this custom, so attiac" 
five, so entertaining and yet so couser- 
vative. should take a longer time than 
others, wlucb came to be quiddy 
dropped. Even the Paisb were not 
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behind in the titties in giving nautdi 
paitifs on festive ncc<i$tuns. At many a 
ricH Para country-house, during Fated, 
Dm-oli and Holi and other holidays, 
it was the iinr quit won tJiat a iiautch 
partA* should conclude the day’s cntei- 
taiiuncnt If education among the 
Parsis was earlier than among other cotn^ 
Tnunlties and spread Easter, it was a 
logical sequence Uiat along wHli.;«theE 
borrowed customs this one should oSo' 
quickly disap}»ear. The social’ tefoinie^ 
like the schuot master. Vfas abroad, and 
it is a matter of rcioicing that the | 
Paisds were the first in the tield. hi the 
abanfloament of nautch parties. It 
should not he forgotten that in the fifties 
there were no innocent tecreatkius and 
amusetnents. Iti their disciice all the 
conitnunilies had to fail back on the 
available and time worn, so that, if at 
the date tbse was nest to no refonn in 
thi° reject, it is not a matter of stn- 
priiie. Reformers of to-day are rather 
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fmpatieut and seem to be dcndcnt io 
human pwcliolog^*. otUerwia® they wottld 
not be so prone to denonnee nautcli 
jMtrties indiscriminately. To lose s^t 
of tlic human, etiuatioii anti human 
verities is to reveal the ^pioranoe of the 
tefoTUjers. The life of a people 

is to be judged from many a point and 
bucIi practice has to be considered on 
its own merits l>efore beiiig coiidemu- 
c(l, if at all mischievous apedalH’' to the 
morals of a community. 

Other Recreations. 

Barring nantch parties there was 
little 1 j>' way of evening recreation and 
amusement. There was tine solitary 
Grant Road Theatre, whicli occasional¬ 
ly imt a piece on the board, which was 
t hvo deemed an event in the social li& 
of Bombay t Once in a way the first 
circus was a delightful source of enjoy- 
nient fox a few days. It was. if Sandy 
Seventy's memory serves him 
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calM “ ‘T* ® r 

to see It ana atm icmembOT the jest. 
iL^reaks a«d other oddities of the 
clown. Rope dandmt teas deenuai a 

little novel amusement but it ^ 

stiort OB hoisclMch, 

are .«d«Ke. adult a.m 

NO doubt, there was some 
bandstand twice or thrice a week. 
Uovemor-s barsl (Oatrison «Jt 
lbc„ callwl) played twice 
the lovers of musie were hmrop^ o^ 
^d a sprinklioB of 
niassed band was pla»-ed when tbe 
of the victoiv of Sevastopol was 
Tims “m lifti« 

r^seinen^amleB.ertainmei.m«™ 

eonce^ed ^ 

wc^tdTan mSBieely superior elu^c^ 
a" tiTthose hdd BOW. At those fB.« 

of 

the Btoat"* attractiou. also bwias 
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musical boxes and concertinas. Tbjir 
mvdtr was the diief attraction, Thert 
were 110 tws ** made in GiSrmaiiy ” to 
node^ IiidigeiK>it5 ^iwden toys of 
a variety of charaetef were soJd lit abmid- 
ance. But tie novelty' of fairs hw 
worn out, and it is no wontler tUat the 
booths and stalls at fdra of the day are 
coi^mtiyeb- poor, es^eclalh- in ims 
of indigciiDus labour. 



GHAivrER LV.-SO^tE person¬ 
alities OF Tim FIFTIES. 

T he sands «f the fifties in Dotuba> 
hRve iiDw been faWy e*idoml 

and yre hnve picked tip ^ 

arc Uk^y to lie of value or pertnanent 

tififc in the ftitnre 10 vtha^’f "ay cho^^ 
to write an accorate bisfoty of tbc 
epoch-making decennium of the fitues of 
the last century iu the citj'. Baf ooU 

Icctiou of shells may well he arranged so 

as to include therein some of tlie tm^'cnng 
pcTBOTwlitits of that memorable period 
to fur as Uie writer can stietcU his 
raoty. First and foremost, let us refer 
,:t> the two heads of the State who w^c ui 
sMccessbn tVivcniora rjf Bombay. Tlm>e 
were l^rdsFoBdaml and Etphinstonc. 
The former was here -lurii^ 

three years of tlie fifties, and Sandy 
Seventy Imd a glimpse, and a gbmpse 
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only, of him once just on the eve of hi» 
rctjrczncat. He w.'as said to be a polished 
peraoni^ of ijreat amtabi!it>* aitd cora- 
phkisance, and, moreovef, most liberal * 
ImnilttL So much so tlmt, aniotuf tite 
ludiaii comimmily. the current phrase 
for the time for auy geutteman with ii 
spirit of liberality was "Lord Falkland.” 
Inidy Falkland, liowev'cr, has left behind 
her a literary souvenir which seenks to be 
almost foigotten. She related her rtani* 
niscttices in a book called " Chowchow ” 
"it most appropriate word for triiles 
light as air,—which for those clavs were* 
deemetl bright ami gwrkling. But Uie>' 
have an intenest of their own which w'onM 
fli%ht a Justin afeCarthy of Bombay, 
lilphtnstone who was here far seven 
years was now and again seen drivtiU; 
through Churchgate Street on his w*ay to 
the Secretanat in Apollo Street or to the 
Town Hall. He seemed, so far aa the 
writer's memoiy- can assist him, a tall 
Imndfionie licrsoaagc in the tall hat of 



thedny* The bodyguard ami outridei-s 
were clatl in the uniform of the nati\'C 
lancKS, which was in colour sky hitter 
The scarlet uniform was first intro* 
duccd by Sir Battle Frere, following 
the uDifonu of the bmlyguard of the 
GovemDr-Oeiietal Sandy Seventy has 
a tolerably vivid recollection of 
liltihinstone as he stood on the 
cious vemudah of the Town Hall, sur¬ 
rounded by Ids stair in brilliant airaj, 
civil and military, and the notables of 
the town on the day tliat the Queen s 
Proclanmticm. was (ist S^ovembei 

1S58)- It was custotaaty in those days, 
and for a long time after, for Indian 
gentlemen, whetha- Hindus, llahomedans 
or Paisb, to appear at Uie Levee 
aiKl otiier State occasions in their full 
dressr which was the snow white and. 
jiowingydwfrt and or kuminEr. 

bund. When stauding together in solemn 

arrav thej* made an imiiositjg picture. 
Some of the elders wore brilliant shawU 


<jf great value. ITliat heightened thor 
picturescjueness and ciihanwJ theii 
dignified appearance. None looked 
nitist slatcl)i' sncli si£ Mr, JufQjaiiiiatli 
Snnkersett among the Hindus and -Mi 
Rustomji Jamsetji Jijihliov among 
the Paraifi. The Parnia droiiped tbia hib 
clrti'^ somew'hwe in tlie nineties, ai* Urn 
gcnenitifvn of the period alTectetl (iioi'e 
and riuire tJic i*'ttglish costume. But 
here and there ivcrc to he seen till veO" 
Ittle a wtiton' sjrediiien or two. The 
kte Mr, Byrojnjt N, tServai wns one 
of them. Mr. N. J, Gamadia^ wits aiw 
seen clad in i^is flowing y^riw and fitc/io- 
w at the eemmmy of laying the founda¬ 
tion stone uf tlie Alexandrit Docks ly 
His Mnje;^'^ King George (Uieii the Prance 
of Walt*) fit UJ05, Hut the head- 
priests of the two soetJt of the PwrsU 
are still always to Ije sectj in such dress 
in public, Tliis {lowing robe seems 
to be an ioterestuig relic of Urc goigcous 
dress of the great noblemen at ttie Court 
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of tlie Mojful Iimperors. M:uiy portraits 
of those bejeweHetl royalties as painti^l 
b^" Imlian artists clearly show tliis 
sjiecial Court costume. Hven Shivaji t03>* 
he seen in theiHirtrails we have of him 
dressed similarly but hardly KOTgcmisly. 
But this sartorial affair had better he 
left to be nanated by tlic caperts of 
ttidiun national costumes. 

Lord Elphinstone. 

Uyrd Ftlphiiistone left tlw siiores of 
Itonibay in highly eulogised for 

his iudicioas ami stateumwdike udinini- 
stration. st»ecially for liai-mg kept vveU 
urelw ctjntrol the ImiLui troops in tlxe 
PtesitlcMcA' thrmiKhont tlie #laik days 
of i« 57 . He was fortunale in bavitiK 
such a capable Police Co.mniissionftt 
in the citj' as Sir. Charles ForJettj wliosc 
special services have airily been re¬ 
lated. Lord Flphinstone lia<l tjeeu 
so far instromciital in pnfJiing initial 
railvmv cotistmetioa in Hotnbay that 





the Cbat&ber of Commerce, wlio 
presented Uiin with an address^ 
made fecial mjentk>n of it aiul of Die 
stunntus he also afforded to the de^'o* 
lojjment of Boml>ay’» seaborne trade. 
It is curious that he was succeeded by 
Sir George Russel Clerk, who had actetl 
as Governor of Bombay for two years 
in 1S48 and 1S49. He belonged to 
the Bengal Civil Service, of which he was 
considered au omainent. He had servefl 
in the Council of the great bonl Canning. 
Sir George was of middle he%ht and of 
mipreposscssing countemmee, seemed 
weather beaten and othenvise was simple 
and homely in his dress. He wore g rey 
whiskers. The writer 43 a sturien’t 
happened to see him very closely when 
in i«f>o he visited Ivlphinstone Cojit^e. 
then located ia a hired bungalow on the 
Babiiln Tank Road. All these recollcc- 
lions of U»c three Govenioia of Bombay 
(1851 to x86o) here related must be 
deemed iteisonal as thty struck rite 
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writer, then a lail Ijetween 7 and 16. 
They may tmt be quite accurate or faith¬ 
ful- He only recalls the impresaon. he 
received when having a few occasional 
glimpses of them* Elphinstone is said 
to have been so charmed with Math e ran * 
which was first discovered b)’ Mr Malet. 
that he built a bongnlow where he used 
to retire when fa^ed and worried with 
the cares of State. The bungalow* now 
in occupation of Atr. Herbert Greaves* still 
fjcacs the came of Hlpliiustoucl/Klge, one 
of the fiuEst on the Hilt The writer also 
remembefti this Mr, Malet, at whose 
hands he receiv’cd u school prise in 1855 
or 1836- It was Tliomson's Httdid ior 
'' p rofici eiicy in Aritlim etic-" The annu¬ 
al exhibition was then held in the Town 
flati. which had at the time not cyan 
the SQlttai>* statue ol Mouuistuart Elphia- 
atone. It ivas placed in tiie south of the 
hall sitmesvliat later till it had to fie 
removed to the opposite side when the 
magnifieem organ, the gift ol Sir Albert 
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f^assoon, in fm acainiiticMtatect 

ihere. So fat as the men]OT>' of the 
'rt'Titef can Tjc stretchcil Afr. MaJet was a 
rtiddj'-facet!, somcwliat of a stout phy¬ 
sique and wore an ej'egliiss. But of the 
oUier CounciUors t>f the Uweniment hi 
the fifties he hiis net recoUection. 

Some other Personalities. 

He. liowcv'ttr. retnetnbot^ tli« faceii 
of tlic persoiittlities most in ei’ulence 
during the fifties. These were tlie 
Hcv. Dr, Wilsott, the liw. ilurrav 
Atltdiell. the Jiev. Jh, Fraser, the first 
priticqTu! of the Sir J. J. Faisi Betievoicnt 
Iu.<;tittttum: Mr. Borki«>v. the i-alental 
cfiRinii-'er of the G. I. P- Railway, who 
designeti otul built Gic Bluire atMl TliuJl 
Ghat himiel&: I.>r. Buist, tlie editor 
in tSie collier part of the fifties of the 
'* Ehjuibay Times" , and R<rt»crt Knight 
(if the tater fifties of the "Times and 
Staudarti" which rn'entually bltissiunetl 
the ** Times of ludia" ; Sir Jiiscjdi 


Anmlrt. the gi^t I'nisue jiuige of tht? 
Supreme Court of jLidk'attLro, and eru¬ 
dite scholar ami author, u contributor 
to tot* " Saturday Res'iew '* and a boon 
friend of the poet Brmvning, relltro^ 
of Wadham College and the first Vtce- 
Chaiicellor of the Bomliay Utuversiti' ; 
Drs l>ritlj and Hiiiiics. two brilliant 
sanitarians who Imve written fairly cum- 
|irehca5dvely on tlje b«dtJi coiulitious of 
toe city to toe fifties and alt about over¬ 
crowding atul fevers of the [rtistilcutial 
t>q>c tit Ojc fihinis, wliicli are stiil sudi a 
discredit, despite the mudi vaunted Im- 
pTovcnieat Trust, which is tcaily improv¬ 
ing tlie city biicfcsi-aTds, There were 
tine towerinR medical personalities, 
Drs. :i!orcliearf iiiid Teet of tlie Grant 
iledical College There was Dr; Reid, 
n line witty Irishman. l*aw Pmfe^r 
of Kliihiustone College, and Perry Pro* 
fesRtw ^if Jurisimidence There was Mr. 
Spooner, a short man,, somewhat lame. 
—xvho was the Coiiitnissioner of CustoniSj. 
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reiy popular and amiable. There was 
Dr, Giraud, Professor of Cbemistrj'.— 
qmtc a riiodd of a Professor for begirr- 
iiers in chemistry and l>otany,—a man of 
fine physaqne, with a French moustache 
and a dnging voice Dr, Haines vras also 
a Professor of Chemistrj'.. To hear his 
lecture was a pleasure and a treat,—a mart 
of remarkable fluency and au accomplish* 
C(1 English scholar. There was Advocate- 
General E^wis and Air. Spencer CCH«pt<m, 
the Protlionotarr. There were Drs, 
Vandyke Carter and George Birdw’cuKl, 
the former a tall striking personality 
every way, who was Professor <if Ana¬ 
tomy,, and the latter a short man, of 
great brilliancy and high literary accoru- 
pliAments, who was Professor of Materia 
^Icdica. Sir George, as he was years 
afterwords, was Uttlecd a personality and 
sur%’ivcd almost all his couteniporaries of 
the tyrant Medical College till his deatli 
in June igfi?- But of him a great 
deal will imve to be sai<l later on. 
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The catatijgue ViF the public tvxirthks <tf 
the day is not exhausted. Tt is a legion 
perhaps as tong as the catalogue of the 
Hometkships, and we may fittingiy dose 
this resume witli naming two other gods 
of the journalistic line in the persons 
of John Connonand Hr. Craig, one of 
the '* Bodnbay Gazette ** and th^qtl^ 
the ” Xeli^Taph and Courier.*?-Wecai^ 
not forget tlie 'accon^lisbed ife' Janies,^ 
MacLean who started in i659i^idte B(^> ^* 
bay ” Saturday Review.” Ami"’last* i 
not the leasts the ever-to-be ndnettibeted ><« 
hir. Thomas Chisholm Ans tey the most 
eminent anti encj'clopsedic banister, 
the like of \vlioiu Bombay Ima never 
known in her juridical history^ 
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CHAPTEa LVI.—SOM15 LEt^AL 

REMINLSCENCHS. 

M r. Anstcy was, of cooi'se. tSie 
PiC>le prini^p^ of the local bar 
thrcmf^Dut bis cttfee*" which came to an 
end in 1873. He was a devont Catlvolic. 
He was at the ontset of ht» lejtol career 
a Member «f the RfouH: of Commons 
for Ybugluill in Tr etanfl There it is 
tecortled he was a dashtnjr free lance, 
spaiitig none, not even Cabiiwi ifiiiis- 
ters. ]/(rd Palmerston was his Mtf fiaiV* 
He had once a boot with the maatcr- 
bU WTiig which was the stibjoct of a 
fiolitical cartoon in " Punch suroe- 
ivhfire in 1848. It w,as oljseived that 
on one ticcaskm iVnsti^* iliscwssed 
some uonstitutional question whidt 
prompted him to he<[;Iit wiUt the begin¬ 
nings of tlic ConKfeit'ttional Itistoo* 
England. “ Punch ** .»H he began with 



A. 1». it It is related tliat Lady PaL 
merstort xvas nirjrrt flesJraus of captur- 
ing him. Hut at first U»e fly coidd not 
be got to lie ennicshed in the web of the 
spidei', Hut ulie was a caitsummate 
iwjciaj diplomatist and at last succeeded 
in capturing hinu A few months bter he 
was oacml the post of Attomey^Scueittl 
at HoiJgk'5ng, He accejited It ami 
his df^mrtunf from the House was^a 
great rehef to the noble lord w*honi he 
had teased ; and heckled so much. Iltw- 
ever, tliere was in Mr, Anstey's con- 
stittttiou a serious ddect. luit for which 
he m%ltt have risen by his proromid 
jurklical lore to some of the highest 
legal prh.es in the gift of the Crown. 
He was a wry angr>- man. Only a 
^>ark wa^s m^cd tei khidte hb tnge. 
It was owing to this defect thftl lictiuai^ 
relied with Oovenior Bowen of Hong¬ 
kong in the J^e^ativc Council there 
on some Bill connected with the Police. 
He r«!gueil bb post and came to 


Ilombay to practise i» >vliat tlicn 
called the Supreme Court of JudKature. 
An eminent )aw>-er of great 
abiliU- he fast gnw into pracUoc- wc 
was head anrlshouldera aljovreliiscontem- 

porartes of tSie Bombay bar, No re¬ 
jecter of persons, ev'on of the jndg*^- 
he often «se*l to be in hot watia: with 
Uiem and numerous arc the an^^^ 
of hh wrangles, '"Scenes in Gmtrt 
was a fattiiiiar heading in the local dailies 
fif the sisti^ and seventies. ^Ir- J nstice 
\V^tOI^p. an IrhJunan, knew well 
faults while Te^eognbing his ab i 

ties. He used to handle him most 
cleverlv. so that there was not much of 
spalling with him. But he fiad oot ranch 
patieuce with tlie impatient Sir Charles 
Saigcant, ilatteis once reacherl such a 
stage that that pidge who. dtuii»g his 
early career, was known to he somewhat 
hast^^ had to ask Mr. Aasiey to umobe 

Intn^ll- Tills was quite an fixtraordinsr>' 

anrt dnistic pTocedurc. But Mr. AnstQ 


waji erjual to tlie oecoaoo. He doffed 
hb robe the otart moment and tbrew' 
it on the table and vociferated ** where 
was the fiailiif *’ so tliafc he may serve Idin 
formally ■with a judged warrant I There 
was a great sensation in the 
and tlie ue:ct day tiie fvajrefs came nut 
w’itli thdr latest “ scene. ** course, 
this judicial discipline lasted nub’ 
liouT or so. Hut it had no chastening 
ofTw'i on itr. Ansftey. Mr. Anstey was 
>Er. Anstey. 

c!)u auottier occasion he soundly 
bdabourod Mr, Justice Bay ley, of whom 
lie liod a poor opinion. It was a full 
bmicli apjtol in a criminal ca5sc at 
which all the seven judges of the court 
sac on the bench, which was uideod u 
unique historic incident t*ne restouji 
DUiahaw, a soUdhir. was sentenced 
to seven years' imprisonment t>y Mr. 
Hayle>'. sitting ns a judge >n one of the 
criminal sessions in the early seventies- 
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It was a case nl aiding and abcttin;^ in 
a paisoR or magic case Tbe apjjeal 
had Tcferctice to points of law and mis¬ 
direction to the )ur>’- Mr- Anstey, on 
l-^ehalf of tlie convicted appellaut, ^'"BS 
fiiabujiatnig his points, when he came 
to describe bow the judge had juisinteir- 
preted the law. In a loud voice of 
contemplnotts indignation^ he cKciaitu- 
t-d r ** My Lorfls. the learned judge held 
my authorities cheap and my law 
cheaper still/' The court was crowded 
and even the <mter Bjiacions con trior 
of the old court house to Apollo Street 
was full of outside public, Ttic juilge^ 
looketl grave while the judge iiMlieted 
seemed from his ernuiteiumce to have 
l>een quite teri witli the EQuart pwnt 
the learned crnutsel Iiarl scored* 'fhe 
writer was present at the hearing and his 
impressiuiis of tite trial are still frcsli 
in his memory. Another great cri¬ 
minal trial in wlrkli he bearded M.r. 
rice Green w'os that known as the Far^ 


Ttlwcr of Silence Riot Gnsc. Eivt it 
wjuld all tiiiite n iWKlcratc voUtrae to 
recall all tUe great trials ia whidi Aruft^' 
was ciigoged and la inost of wlitcii lie 
won life forensic Uttrds. Sach ivas 
his 1^1 renown that in the great Walsabi 
Trial at Calcnttahewas able to cany a 
jioint of constitutional law. He 
i|uestioned the jurisdiction of tlie trying 
Court which bronglH about a deadluc^ 
>Ir, Anstej' returned triumplwut w'hile 
the Govemmetit of India had unmediate* 

• Iv to introdticc a Bill in the tegialativc 
Council to aiatile ihctu to proceed with 
that famous trial for consjuracy. Hii* 
ttiemort' was phenonicnaU He would 
quote chapter tuul verse of ev^ the 
most Obsolete Act and direct his juniors 
to turn to tliepage and the line for pur¬ 
poses of referenc-e. He liad a fund of 
>vit and hiunour in which he would 
indulge with hfe brother counsel when in 
hl< lighter and gaj^cr mood. 
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Ansicy as a Jud^e. 

As an actiog Jtidge in the year 
1865 he proved himself ijiiite Draconian 
in his pimlshinent of the insoh^euts who 
came Iwfore him. insolvents of the mad 
i^ectilation of the two prccet^ng ycsirs. 
His long experience in the Insolvency 
Court stood him iti good atcad. Hi' keen 
tutd powerful legal talent would at once 
detect tire slightest fraud and woe betide 
Uie tiLsoh'ent who came under tlie fire of 
his cross-exniniiiathm. Tims it came 
to ttass that he establishofl a regular 
reign of terror atnoog tlie fraudident 
insoH'euts who went about in large num* 
bers in Uiose days of detlironed credit 
and reckless comtnetvia! tminoralit>. 
His immediate prerlccessor in the Insoh 
v«tcj' Cmirt, ifr. Justice Hoare. who had 
been CJiief J lulge of the Small Causes 
Coiut, was too Jimiettt while Uie excet)- 
tional times dentanded an exceptional 
tr<^tiiifcut. ilr. Aiistey was specialb’ 
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selected l<t Jtct awhile on the beiiCb, 
while Mt, Hoare went on furlough, and 
it must be said to his credit that b? 
his dtastie ireatjiient of frauduletit iti- 
s^h-ents from Uie IJencIi he greatly 
coirtrilntted to itispiring Ciiiifidcnce w 
the lionest section of tliu inercaatfle 
conimunity. The Insolvency^ Court 
nsed to be imindated witli cartloads 
frt all sorts of large and small ftchedules 
liled l>v all dosses and conditions of 
men. honest and disliontst. oustly the 
latter. It had the salutary' effect of 
checking the latter from " taking^ tiie 
betteht*' of the insolvency law* Two 
signal cases greaUy struck terror among 
this dass- One was a cose in whidi 
two directors of one of the mnshrooiii 
complies of the day were brought to 
I wok, Mr* Aiistey's ftilminations agamst 
their laches awl ma*tpractices were 
great. He sentenced the tvro rklin- 
Hoeuts to tnuisportation for life ami 
cschttrtdl their proiierty to the Crown* 


735 



'ilie other case was aot of so ^agniat a 
character. It was purely one of redt- 
less apeculalioo. But the hisolvcin 
happened to l>e a member of the famiSy 
of Sir Jamaliedji Jeejceblioy. He was 
sentenced to four or six inontlis' ^mple 
iniprisonnicnt for hta reckless sjiecitlU' 
tioiTi These two and ritlier tlmoonie 
pimiahiTicnts loti to a strong agitation 
for tlie reaiov*al of Mr. Anstey fmtti tlte 
Bench. An influential meinorirtl was 
prese«tc*l to Sir Bnrtle Frere win* g^ve 
hack a dignified but firm reply to the 
petitioners upholfling tlie drastic judg¬ 
ments and vindicating them. The in¬ 
terests of ccimnterdal ethics demandctl 
the sairt of treatment the judge hud met- 
ttl out and he luul discliarged a groat 
public dut>’ by deanng the dishonest 
atmo4^>hete of cotnmerciol Boinbayi Mr, 
Anstey's acting a|>iJi«otnietit soon after 
tcrmhiatetl and the memorialists heavc<l 
a deeij sigh of relief. All the same, 
it was recr^uised that the Court had 
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greatly pitrified commerciiU immorality* 
anrj tlie public paid a tribute ol praise 
t.> the retiring RliariumanthtJA. Some 
most tulenled counsel th^e had hecu 
before Mx. Anstev's time nnd many mol'e 

have been since bi^ death. But it may be 

said without escaggeratiou that Bombay 
has never seen the Uke of him and 
nm*er will. 

The Bfolhers Howard. 

In the fifties there were two able 
counsel, one o! whom was Mr. Lowndw, 
who was Advocate Ge*ieral, anti in 
great requisition by litigants. There 
was another tuleiitwl barrister in the 
j«:rs«n of Mr. Howard, the semor of 
tlie one who was Director of Ihiblic 
Instniction for well nigh ten years. It 
ia a curious circunvstaisce that hol^ 
brethers sadly met Uidr death by acci¬ 
dent. The elder fdl from bis Imrse 
and died. Tlie jmiior was retuniiiig 
from Poona where he bad been engaged 


in n professional case, when a rminwaj’ 
engine from lyomivla collided with the 
train causing serious loss of life, includ¬ 
ing tliat of ilr. Howard. It was in 
JB56 that Lord Kiphiustone appointcii 
him Director of Public Instruction. He 
was Imown as an able Oxford man. Edu¬ 
cation in BomUty had to be thorough' 
ly organised in conformity' with Utc 
broad policy laid down in die despatdt 
of Sir Charles Woixl aiHl Mr. Ilow’ard 
wits deemed to be emiuently qnaltfitKl 
JOT the purijose. The speculations of 
1863-1x1 etnliarrassod hiai and he liad to 
give up his ]H>st to resume hb practice 
at the Ear which came to be considerable 
Among other counsel who had a large 
practice in tlie fifties was one Mr. 
Dunbar. But he hail retired some years 
iTcfore the siiecnbtivc mania set in. The 
aftermath introduced snrji extensive liti¬ 
gation that many' a new couEi^el arrivetl 
in Bombay Ijctween r866 and rBjo. 
Air. Dtinbar returned here for a c<mple 
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of jiniiisscd liir]§c fortunC) >xud 

agaia retired. There was also ilr. Geoii^e 
Taylor, an able raan w!io was ^faster in 
Equity. He was also a good ooramercial 
lawyer and a meaiber of the local 
committee of what was then the 
and Mastemian's liattk. He, 
to give up the official appoidl&iiStit 
as he became hopelessly involviPV^ 
large debts owing to peculation* whit 
Atmaram Madhowii and Dr. Diver,, 
two Speculative stats of the scconii 
magnittide at the time. Taylor died a 
broken hearted man. The last that was 
heard of him was at Baioda. The other 
t ounscl of iUjiht>', svho afterwards rose 
rapidly and shoue on the High Contt 
Hencli, was Mr Michad Westropp. 
It is said of Utm that he w^os so lung 
briefless that he was ou tlie point of 
letnnting lo Hnghuul. when Sir Cliarles 
Jackson, who acted for some month*, 
as a judge, dissuaded him from lib 
purpose and advised him to stay. 


haviog^ seen in him all the making of 
a gtxxl barrister. Sir Cliarlcs Itarl j inlgecl 
rightly* 

Sir Michael Westropp. 

Ill tlie latter end of tlie fifties Mfi. 
Westropii came into practice and soon 
ac<!uiFcd a reputation as a sound law* 
yer, specialij' in Himlu and llahoraedan 
law. By i860 his reimtntion iva.'t well 
estaljlishetl. He became Atlvocate Oeti- 
eral, anti m iftfij. when the High Court 
was establislied by Royal Cliarter, lie 
was aiJpointed one of the puisne judges 
on the Original Side of that court. On 
tlie retirement of Sir Ridiard Conchy 
who went to Olcutta to be Chief Justice 
tliere, Mr Westtopp was appointetl 
Oitef Justice- ’Fills post he filletl with 
infinite credit to liinisdf and great 
advantage to the public till his retire¬ 
ment in 1884. But Sir Midiael West- 
ropp’s abjliti^ arc so well known, even 
to counsel piactisiiig to-day, and so 
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many are his 4flal>owte 
though given tardhy, to the point 
of provocation, it is sitperattons to 

refer to them in this place? As a strik- 
inglJnitanceof bis djlatormess in gmog 
juclgtnent it may he observed that the 
very last one he gave was a few hours 
before he retired from the Bench in the 
case of the notorious East India Bank, 
heard fUUy five years before. But it was 
a most 'remarkable judgment and a 
scathing one for the parties involved. 
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Chaptkh lAlI -I*EC.VAt I.mCINARIES 


OF TIIH AND SIXTIES. 



'HERE rcmaintt to be related the 


1 narrative of a few otlief luiiiina- 
rtes who shed their lustre on the legal 
horizon of Bombay. Tliose were IMr, 
Pigoit, a learned Chancery lawyer, aiuJ 
Sir. MacCttlloch* a most brilliant and 
^•hxiueiit orator whom it wa.*? always 
a treat to hear in the Court wtieti 
any case, civil »>r cnminal, of importance 
was being heard- There were also 
Messrs. Latham anti Green besides 
other mfcdiocTtlies. 

There were two Pigotts. the ytnvnger 
of wliom, a dever voting man, wns in 
many respects tiuite unconventtotuil 
both in law and politics. His free- 
thinking was more w less ohno^iairg 
to tlie opportunists who wished to rise 
in their profession and to win a hands*iine 
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practice- He was Itoycotled and 
suspected of having great sj'inpathy 
with the Fetiian movement of the tune. 
Blit, though boycotted by liis brother 
counsel here, he had infinemre enough 
at Home to obtain for himself a judge¬ 
ship on the bench of the High Court al 
Calcutta, the senior bfotlier was an 
eldertv person but well-i'ersed in the law 
of equity. He came here with a fair 
reputatiim acquired in the Oumcer)- 
Court. He jumped very early into prac' 
tice after hts arrival. Civil cases of 
a variety of complicated character 
were being duly tiled m the Court. 
pigott's ojiinion was well *ught after. 
Ko evening was uithout some in»l»nr- 
tant consuitatbns. His written oi>inion» 
were greatlv valued for their stmndne®. 
But tie wa? not a good^eaking bimis- 
ter He wa5 very iiuaudibli* to 

him He Tvotild 
not v(^Ty mm. 

plead Wll but none could ea^y 
make out what points he was drK^imr 
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hoajp* Tlie ju^^cs, however, gretith' res¬ 
pected him for his ef^tiity law. He wa* 
raore or less in feeble henlth. That, 
perhaps, was one of the reasons of 
his weak ^'oice* He really ujiutwi 
money and retired in a few short 
yeais^ 


Mr. Miu;CutlQch. 

Bnt the facUe ptinetps of emmad 
of the liny, next to 3 Ir, Attslej*. was 
Mr. MacCnhocfi. A short dapper man. 
always with a homing and cbeerfni 
couiitenaiicc, tiis amiability and com- 
plafsimce were indeed a m^>de*. There 
was a ktitd Ilf magnetic attraction in him 
and nil his friends at the Ear and Bench 
trooped roiiitd him. Ht& tvas a mcjst 
lltient oratory of a pleasing cliaract'cr* 
V\*hcther a case was weak or strong 
^acCuUocli was atwayis at his best, 
endeavouring to do full justice to hi® 
clients- With a good case he vvas in his 


^emeat, and it affordld one pl^re 
heat liis elo<iueiiicc, apart from Itb fnreit- 
stc lon^ He, too. a c<mnsel lu 
common law. But He was also veiy tl^ck 
in setting the strong ox weak points 
the counsel arguing on the oi^josite 
and shaping his course accordinglv. He 
hod the happy knack of always attract¬ 
ing Ihc svmpftthy of the judge more ot 
less. His tact and judgment were 
mirahle and His taw generally sound. 
Like Mr, Inveroritj^ he was a master 
of cross-esaminatioti and one could tcad 
U, his couutemmce. how he woidd 
chuckle when he bad drawn out a 
born witness and scored a l^mt witli 
tiiin. all the while {«<iueatly 
over liis fnce 9 red ^ lianilkerdu^ 
winch was do him iiidispeusable. J«st 
as iVustev had lus mannerism of t^vistnig 
red tai>e or string ail the time he was 
developing his argument. ^ 

Mr. MacCnlluch lake, off and on, Ins si 
handkerchief from hut pocket and wipe 
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face in the midat of a great speech or 
twgunient, Unluckily for Bombay liti- 
Rauts HacCulloch died preiuaturt^y ut a 
comparatively young age. But in and 
out <tf the Court he was the very idol of 
those who kiiewhicn* It \rould not be 
wrong to say that he was the very anti' 
thesis of the brusque and growling 
Anstej'. 

MessR. Latham and Green. 

Latham. like was a good 

i^qulb' lawyer. Indeed, after the retire¬ 
ment nl the latter the former came to be 
in great requisition. Wdl-versed in 
jaw, his opinion ^vas nttich sought after. 
His law was smtnd and every year that 
he practised saw' film in full swing rvith 
hca\*y briefs. Like P%t»tt his voice, tiK>. 
was not strong though somewhat louder. 
Calm and collected, patient and tliought- 
ful, Latliam ma<le an exceedingly 
reluibie counsel. His t^inions were 


weU balanctd as if adjusted by the nuist 
di^kate scale* Though an cxcdJent 
lawyer be vvas also a politician with. 
Ubcral ideas, some of which were to be 
elcarfy discerned in the l^ifiJaUve de¬ 
bates when he bad the hmiovir ol holding 
the post of Advocatc-Geu^al. Like 
White he was fearless in offering his 
opinion and never cared for the biirean- 
cmcy withite pretentions lutellectuaUsm. 
Bis sense of uprightness was peat. No 
cotinsel was mote conscientious- J'lst 
to aU. he did not care for ti«. favour 
or the frown of the Executive, as unfor¬ 
tunately some of the Advocatesdi^ncrato 
of the last twenty years have been- Iir 
short be was no opportunist and never 
trimmedbia legal sails to suit the mighty- 
But gone, gone tot ever, is the tj-pe 
pf the connsei of Latham- Lastly, we 
may say a few words. about Mr. J, P* 
Green who eventually rose to be a iud^ 
aftc having more than once acted in 
that capacity- Oreen may be said to be 
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clever at drawing plaints mid petitious 
invoiving great legal acnmeii. He wore 
aptadd eounteuancc which liad a deal 
of dignity and gravity aiiout it. He 
made on the whole agTKid judgehut as 
connsel he was ever an unhappy pleader. 
He could not make an impression aa Mao' 
Cnlloch. But there was one trait of his 
which made him exceedingly un^Kfialar 
witli the Indians. He wus very nnsym- 
]> a thetic. And oftener than not owing to 
this failing his judgments were warjied in 
cases where the H f^rilra were of the 
white and dark races. There was also 
a good deal of leajting on the aide of the 
executive which not a Little marred hts 
impartinlity. This failing and race bias 
were most strikingly discerned in the 
Parsi Tower of Silence riot case which 
he tried and in which Anstey defended 
a gai^ of IrantB who were the acciified. 
He was more or less in a weak state of 
health and died while on sick leave at 
Naples;. 
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Many othei counsel cante at the 
clo^ of the sbcU^® ami in the se^Tintksj 
tile most prominent of whom was Mr. 
Inverarity who b hapl»ily among 
us. the prince «f counselr at the Bombay 
Bar. The late Sir P. jM. llehta was his 
senior by a few tnouths- Bat it would 
be gilding refined gold to say aught 
about Mr. Inverarity who is to-^y 
aud shoulders above the goicrality 
of counsel of the day. Then there were 
Messrs^ Lowndes and Macplififson. ami 
Lang and Marriott and a host of others- 
Bnt it is of no use going tieyond the 
sixtie?. So that all those who neeticd 
niention have already been named. 
Mr, Lowndes returned five years ago to 
be the Law Member of the Iiupeii^ 
Executive Council. He has w'on his 
laurels by his great legal acumen and 
broad statesmanship. He has on him 
conferred the dignity of a £. C and 

* K.CS.I. 
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Some entincnt Sotlciior^. 


It may now be uselul to deal with, 
the eminent solicitors of the fifties and 
the sixties. It may be roentioiiied at 
the outset that the earliest Indian who 
wag enrolled as a solicitor of the Siti>reme 
Court of Judicature was Mr. Khatulerao 
Moroji. Mr- Cumroodin Tjrabji. who 
liad passed his solicitor's rotamiinitiuii 
ill Loudon, was the next, Mr, Pesconji 
Dinshaw. who had been articled at the 
firm of Bickerseih and Cleveland, wag 
tlie third. In .ill probability Sliaiuiao 
Patirluraug preceded him. Firms of Eng* 
iisit solicitors were limited dtutiiit tlie 
period to which these recnllcctioas arc 
confined. The IJttiversit3' was not estab¬ 
lished till 1857 and the first were 

uiU. Icuowu till i8G.{ or 1865, So that in 
the fifties ftnfi sixties Indians hardly be¬ 
took themselves to the avocation of a 
solidtor. In the first place the appren¬ 
ticeship for five years. In the 
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second place the lee of Rs- was 

deemed to be costly. The Earopeon 
drms the writer had known were those of 

Acland and Preotis. 

I>allas and Lynch. 

JCeir and Prescott. 

C. and F: Stanger Leathes. 

Bickerseth and Cleveland. 
tlreen.*and Tj'abji. 

Kelly and Hate. 

John Ikfacfariane, 

H. Crawford. 

Khoiulerao Moroji- 
Shatnrao Natayan^ 


Xhete were a others. It tOi 
however, interesting to notice that every 
one of the firms abovewamed have 
changed their names, owing to Ac 
oldest partn^ retiring and passing 
on their business to newcomers. For 
instance, take the firm of Aleaaa. 
Acland and Preotis whicii then occupied 
a premier position, wi A the most wealthy 
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ctietUi^e. EtirfllJeaB atid Indian* Aa busi- 
u6$9 tncicasBd, anotJwr partncf liftd l** 
be added and the firm Trent by the naine 
nf Aclaiid. Prentfii and Bishoqi. Tiie 
senior- Mr, S. Acland* died in 1866 and 
later on, both Meaats, Preiitisand Bishop 
retired Bm there vrerc »3dicr ywingei 
jwiltdtora at the time in the firm of whom 
Ml. Ciaigie was the senior. The lirtn, 
ciiar^ed its name and was kmiwn as 
Craigie. hynch and Owen- And though 
new partners came and went, till late it 
wa-s stj'iKl Craigie, Idniit and Caroe, 
Stmihuiv Dallas and Lynch became 
Dallas. Lynch ami Langdaie and after- 
wnrth Dallas and Co., whose snccesMor 
vests Mr. Rcmghtoti, to l>c foUow'cd h> 
Mr. B>Tne. whose preset succesi^>re 
are M^rs. Byrne and Smeathani' Keir 
and Prescott were later 011 Kelt, Pres¬ 
cott and WinteTi, and so on But it would 
lie tedious to record here the changes 
which the old and rich firms of soficifeoira 
underwcut till very few: cuiu trace their 
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«> “S'- »*“' “ 

iw M. int«restios 

solidlor Ute Mr. 

to reciitl Uw old '* 

and Irtiug down ‘teir 
up-to.<lote. There is an intiri^i* U 

torv atlaclial to ««di ta 

and tlic fifties there were wtoWi* 
U,n Patch. Walter. Boyer B“ne ‘4^ 
and others. Mr. IL Crawford. »'n*^ 

sdichor, with whom Mr. .4»^ ' 

■ •■ scenes" in the Small 

lo have niaio sc«ks 

Cannes Court, was the sn«c^ ^ Mr. 

Boyer. Mr. Ctawtord di«l»t8<>« . 

Witl. an accideut at 

riding. One M.- Uurtell had jorned 

hin!liiil the firm's name was Crawfoj^^ 

and HuireU. Mr. UmreM was a lueky 
^Wtot and retired with a tort^ 

o! nearly a laHto ea™»l 
years, owing to tlw oceeedr a^y Itugious 
ri„«s when banks and finaneml assocm- 
tions bv die dosens were bdng wound up. 
weU nigh a hundred firms wlueli 
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bantntpt SJud took tlie beocJil 
of Act 'l8 oi Aud Jis to ordituity 

insoKTiticies their otimber was legion* 
All the solicitors between i8t)5 and 1875 
minted money literally. There was a 
rich harvest for them to reap during the 
decade. HurreU was joined by Mi- 
Manisty wiu> was fonuerly in the firm 
known as Kelly 1 Hore anil Manisty* 
Then tlie hrm of HuRtll and Maniaty 
changed to Maiiisty and Fletcher. On 
the retiiemeut of the former the Snn was 
called Fletcher and limitli and after¬ 
wards Smith and Frere. till at last an 
flT pfllgMTtia tioii was effected between tlie 
succ^sors of the old and eminent house 
of Hearn. Clevehutd and Peil^, and this 
firm is known to us at present as little 
St Ci>. Mention must he specially 
made of tlie firm of Messrs. C- and 
F* Staoger lathes. There were two 
brothers Lcathc who had betm 
SQUeitors to the old board of Municipal 
Commissioners in the fifties. When the 
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!Hunicirafi«y thiit 

firm was eaigaged to be its solicitors so 
as to keel' contimiity. The smxessors 
of that firm were lirst Messrs- Crawfortl 

andBocvey, They. too. have imdeigone 
a few’ tiaasfortoatioiiii and have been 

carrving business for some years 
as Crawford and Co. Thus both counsel 
ami solicitors hax'^ chaugmg and 
diaitging during the last fifty y^ears. 
But before closing this chapter it may 
be not uTUisi^nl tif place oa record 
the name ot one solicitor w'ho acquhed 
fame after his retirement, 'fhat was 
Mr. Acton Smee Ayrton who was a 
partner in the older firm which came 
to be known later as Pallas and Co- 
Tins Ayrton rose to be the First -Minis¬ 
ter of ihiblic Works tn tiie early seven* 
Ues mitler Uie Gladstone CabiaeL Me 
wasamemr>er pfthe East India Finance 
Committee i 1871*7+ 1 - 
rtimilv cancel the Fawcett Commdtee 
to the late Frofessor Fawcett 
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having been its strongest mentbefi Ayr¬ 
ton took interest in education wheu 
here He had in Mr. Dhimjiblioy Ntu^r- 
vanji Catna, a w^llhy Clitna tnerchmit 
and an etlticatianaJ reformer, a fat cUent. 
At Ayrton's suggest bn he started tile 
first Anglo-Vemacnlar school in the city 
wiiicJi was coinmoril>' known as “ Ayrton 
School ** where botli Sir Phcioi^tishah 
Melita and I Itad been educated 
in the early fifties. There was a di^le 
class-Toom at first in Wopla's Omt 
in r>unhow Street, But a new sdhooh 
Imtise was built, with three class-rooms 
weB-ventilatcd and well-iigHtcd in the 
Wady, known as Manekji Sett's. And 
there was an excellent Ungllsb and 
Owjafati teacher in the iier»ti of one 
ill. Harivalohdas, who was hintsclf 
an old Elphinstoaian and social refer- 
mcr. 
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Chapter l;VTU.—PROFESSIONS 
OTHER TH^VN LEG.VL, 

to some the well kiiowti 



V.^ pcfSonaUties of otliet Uiaii Uie 
lega) pmfesaioii. it tuay be mentioned 
tiiatatuoiig the phvMciiuis and surgeons 
there were those connected with the Sir 
JnIust^:ji Jeejwhlurj’HoE^iitai, Dr. ilore- 
head was the first pliysiciaii and bo- 
sides pitnciinil of the (.Yrnnt ^tedtcnl 
G)Utge. Hv was known to l>e nn 
ingiy aide doctor and profesisor alike, 
m^ist amiable and’sy mpathetic and withnJ 
tifltinisiastic in etnnntragJng the study of 
wcslcni science of medicine, theoretical 
and practical among Uiexteoide of West* 
erti India- The earliest stxutsuU of tlur 
Medical CoUege who jmssed out as 
graduates for practice spoke in teiitts 
of tile highest admiratiim and afiectum 
oi their eminent meriical giirw. As a 
consul ting physician he was greutly 
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Ill requisitbii lunong the ParsiSj whot 
^ in tfvery other walSc of social life, were 
first to avail theuselveft of the sltiU 
and practice of English physicians, and 
thus it was that ^forehead's name 
waa a hcmsehold word among the leading 
families. 

Ne^css to iia3- that that good diic- 
tor and talented organiser left the cit>' 
midst the regrets of students and jxatients 
alike, and with the cordial good wtslies 
of the community, both Eurtijjean and 
Indian, for his long life and pros* 
parity in his retirement. With Dr* 
Morcheatl was inthmtdy assoctated his 
aecond asristant in tlie hasjfitaU Dr. 
Peet. He too, was ef[uiilly distinguish- 
etl fttr his amiability' arid courtesy among 
his students and patients. Vtrhen 
lUordicurl retired he succeeded him at 
the college as pritvdpal and at tire lios- 
pitaJ as the first phy^cian, The names 
of both are stiD endiriucd in the metnn- 
ly of the generation Yfluch flourished 


iu tbu tifties. In tbosfr days the coti- 
sultation fee was only Ra. lo. It was aa 
moderate as diat wliich prevailed fcr 
oxittsei in die Supreme Court, Tim 
modcsi fee is in striting contrast ^sTth 
Ri, 20 at first and Rs. 30 latei on in 
vogue fees for important operations too 
whidi did not exceed 200 or 300 rupees are 
now nioimted up to 500 and 700 or even 
1.000 ami more. It would seem ifiat the 
present day doctors arc more extrovugant- 
Iv remunerated than thoseof half a ccnfcti- 
ryogo. BalliugaUwasknouni to be a first- 

rate man in surgery- Indeed tlie three 
physicians and surgeons made a 
brilliant trio whose names me siill recall¬ 
ed by old faniiUes who had appreciated 
their medical treatment and thdr great 
professional urbanity, There was also Dr. 
Carter (not to beoojrfoundedwithDr. Van 
-dvke Carter) who was a skilledophthal:' 
mic Surgeon besides a literary man who 
had read many papers before the Bombay 
Geographical and Royal Asiatic Societies^ 
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Some Uadiflj European Practitioners. 

Hut apart from these there were at 
oast ^ four Tvurojieoii medicfil 

practitioners, namdj' Djs* YuiJl. Brem- 
x^. Ainckay ami Fogertt', Tht- first 
two hsui a very brge practice among 
the Parsi tamiumuty. The present 
has a vivid recnIJection of 
I>r- firemner as a boy under lijs treat- 
^at. Thej' were capable phy¬ 
sicians. Dr. Mackay was the supertn- 
t^dent of tile Native Medical D%>eBsar3' 
^ich still flourishes ami is of iuestiniahle 
boon to poorer dosses of the Indian 
comiutiniri'. He was very popular 
among the middle classes, and so, too, 
^ Br. Fogcttj\ The latter was 
widely known for curing moat diflicult 
coses. It 15 said that his utritl was 
such that tnany prefmed his medical 
treatment to that of the diatinguislicd 
^ospi^ physicians, He had an ima- 
gtaation and a fertility of resource 
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v.-hicU were deenieii excqjtioiiaJ. lie had 
bis own ironsiilting rontns in Medotvs 
Street and other parts of tlie Fort, and it 
is said Uc minted mon^'’ most sjieedily 
and amassed a large fortnne. a greater 
part of which he lost in the sliarc 
speculations of i863'b4, lie was also 
extra'cagant and altogether nnconreii- 
tionat in social life which led to his 
estrangentent from the conitnnnity to 
which he belonged. At the elosa: of the 
sixties there was a famous case in btie 
High Court in w-hich he appeared as a 
plaintiff before Sh Jos^h AmoltL 

The hr St Sir Cowasji Jeliaitglr was 
in a critical condition, so much so Hint 
one day Ite was aimoimced to be either 
dead or dying. Pr. F<%crty was called for 
and the patient recovered undef his treat-’ 
meat. Sir Cowasji had for a time re- 
mained uncoosc iuuft and it was hia brother 
llirji who had called for Br. Fogerty'. 
That physician, knowing well that his 
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imticnt was rich ami geiierouit, sent in bb 
medical bill the amount of wliicb flabber¬ 
gasted Tlirji» It was so exorbitant that 
Hirj i resisted it and e^'cntuallv the matter 
went to Court. The Jeamed judge (Sir 
jeweph Arnoold) pronounced the bill 
to be exorbitant and even unprofes¬ 
sional* He cut it down to a modest 
bntifatr figure and criticised the doctor's 
condnci ill most unfavourable te rtmt . 

Tile Engineering Profession. 

There were fewer professional en¬ 
gineers Uran doctors in the fifties. Xone 
of the acthrit)' in building to Iw noticed 
dnni^ the last 23 years and more was 
then evident. Public office had jet to 
be constractwl. Indeed the era for 
better class of private buildings (save 
Elpliinstojie Circle 1864/5-) and those 
owned by the State did toot comineiice til! 
1S66-67* The first public offices taken on 
hand were the General Post Office, and 
the other was the Ihiblic Wovks Office 
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both in Churchgati.'^ Street. ^ngirtcer$ in 
private practice. anLuni; lCuropeanf«, were 
3(Ccsst9 . Scott and MacLeland audCamp* 
lidl and iuiiong Indians Nussarwaiiii 
Chandabhoy, ileasrsi, iforriR ami Gos¬ 
ling came later and so did Mr, Ste- 
jjlieii. There were, of cinnrfse, tlio great 
engineers of the two railway compatiiei'. 
Of Sir. Berkley, of the G* 1 - P. JRy. enoitgli 
has already l/een observed. He was tbe 
faeilt printtps of railway engineers, a 
regular genitis. and no mistake. Then 
there were Moara lAiiCt Slater and Forde 
who belonged to tlie B. B. .& C- I- Com¬ 
pany. besides others of lesser distiDetioi}. 
Mr. Fordo u'as a nmn who tltorougbly 
knew Gujarat. BuHcig the siiare spe- 
cuIiiHon. when reclaiiiatbu projects 
were rife, Ite was appointed Chief Kii- 
gtneer to a Company colled the Frere 
IrOiul anii Reclannitton Cimi{Mtiiy. of 
which Mr. Li'ttletoii Holyoake llayley, 
afterwards H jiulge uf the High Court, 
w;i 5 tlic chairman. fLtter the collapse 
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of the aliare laatiia, Mr. Forde establish* 
ed hiitiself os a private engineer and 
had an excellent practice. He was also 
appointed Coti:iulti]]g Hngineei to tits 
MnnicipaUty for a tmmber of years and 
was the constiltant at the time that tlii? 
Tansa Water Works were first projected 
and heiiig cojsstructed. 

Leading Bankers of (he City.. 

Among European merchants an.tf 
haiilccrs some of the more weU'kncrivii 
might be mentioned in this place. The 
Forbeses and the Remingtons were |iri- 
vatc bankers. The former were at one 
time the lutnkers of the East India 
Company and have hceu alreadv re¬ 
ferred to as regards the eminent public 
services th^ had rendered in tliat 
cotmexion. In tlie fifties and early 
sixties they were represented by Mr, 
R. Witlis, Mr. Foggo^ wbo rose to be a 
member of the L^islative Cotincil, 

J' A, Forbes, the great mnnicqraf 
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reicrmcr, whose dragged 

in 18/1 by entbnsiastic mtei>ayets from 
iJie Town Hall to his office in Apollo 
l^treet and who was also lionoored with 
a seat in the Legislative Council, aiwi 
Mr. Perw XiOith who was a high mason 
of (us day. The Keniii^tons were also 
great hazikera and enjoyed an equal re¬ 
putation with the Forbeses. Their Lon- 
_ don hoxrse was hnowu as tliat of Reming¬ 
ton and Crawford, whose senior metuher 
%vas Uie uncle of Arthur Crawford, the 
MunicipaJ Commissiouer. There were 
IMr. Fogo, ihr. Hadmv. and Mr. ladder- 
dale. Uie last of whom was 'intimately 
conaccted vrith the old Bank of Bomhav 
and one of the important witnesses 
before the Bonk, of Bombay Commission 
of iS6c> under tire presidency of Fir 
Charles Jackson. InlUegreat merchant's 
firm ul Wilham. Nksol and Co. there 
were the two brotliers, Jtdtn and James 
Fleming, who were both very sagaoimis 
and emcfprisii^^ and the founders of 



tlie ortgiJtal EtpbiuBtaiii± Land and Pre#* 
Company in 1856 vi/hich n*as eventually 
tniLighi up in the sc^'etities by the Cor- 
ermnent when ihc Port Trust was esta- 
b 1 ished> This ilrm was reallj' the earU- 
e3t pioneer of British ent«*prisc in great 
public wor&a in India. And ttie firm 
steered most |irogperoii 3 ly their eotnpany 
tliiotigh the evetitful finaoctai crisis of 
1865-66, l,,atcr on, there was the 
well-known Mr, Hanijlton. Max^vell wlio 
was fiuclj an active member of the first 
Uomlxiy Municipal Coqxrmtion aiid thr 
first to warn tfiat body by 
its financial bankruptcy tinder Artliur 
Crawford wjdch wenlnalK* led to the 
Ihorotigh lefonn of the Mnnkipality. 
Then there was tlu* crjttalK* eminent 
house of Messrs. Ritcliic. Stuart and 
ContiKiiiy of whom the most notable 
member was ib, Sriclrael Scott. Thia 
firm wirs the second hi Uie tuatiea' of 
private enteijirisc of great works of 
imhUc atiljty. It fomulfsl the Back 
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Bay Reclamatioo Corniiauy witii a capi¬ 
tal oi a crore, the shares of which toae 
from 5,000 to 30,000 during the period 
of tlie specuktion of 1863-04, and they 
were once deemed to be a giJt edged iKicU’ 
ritii% Mr. Tracey wa .-5 another weB-known 
member. The Gralianis were the pre¬ 
mier firm for Lancaslure piece-goods. 
They had the elder Graham (James) 
hrUie fifties. Later there were Messrs, 
Hunter and Cmni and Forbes Adam- 
Tlie bst named was four times Chair¬ 
man of the Chamber of Commerce, and an 
active colaborateur with Messrs. Tdang 
and Phcroaealmh Mehta in 18S7 in 
the Legislative Connell during the pass¬ 
ing of the great Municipal Act of i 885 . 
There was the other big piece-goods 
importing firm of Grey atni Co., whose 
two partners. Gavin Steel and Robert 
Kaimay, were dosdy associated with the 
directors of the old Bank of Bombay. 
This firm, as well as that of the gr^t 
house of Peel, Cossds and Co., had for 
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tlicdr brokers the wealthy firm of ifessr*. 
Cursetii. .\rdascr ajid 'Co„ Mr. Walter 
Cassels, a getitletnan of massive mtelleet 
in coimocrce and phiJosophy alike^ was 
at the head of the Peels, and was the 
tnost distinguished niercdiant in the early 
sixties. He was honoitred \vy Sif Bartte 
Frere’s Govenanent with the piloting of 
tile first Municipal BUI of 18^5 throngh. 
the I^^fislative Cfiuncil. There was the 
firm of Messrs. Campbell, Mitchell anrl 
Co. whose jjartner, Mr. Andrew Grant, 
was a conspicuoiB figure in public meet¬ 
ings and his eloquence was such as to at¬ 
tract large crowds. He^ too, was a man 
of great sagacih- and talent. Then there 
was John L. Scott of the distinguiBhed 
hcrase of Finlay Scott and Co., alst> 
importeis of piece-goods. But ft isstiffi'- 
cittit to ha%^e mentioued the most pro¬ 
minent niercliants of the la^ half a 
century w'hom the public knew so wcU. 
Of course there was the great aiulhonour- 
ed firm of David Sassoon and Co., found- 
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ed vfiars l>elorc bj* talented semor 
bearii^ that name. Amt trith him in 
those days was asajeiated hb ddest son ^ 
Abdidla, who afterwards w’as made a 
baronet and assumed the name of Sir 
Albert Sassoon, the donor of that magui 
ficent equestrian statue of King Edward 
who visited India in i^ 75 ~ 7 ^ as the 
Prince of Wales. He was also the donor 
of that Grand Organ in the Town Hall. 
Elias was another son who. on the death 
of his fathef, established a separate firm 
at the bead of whicli till late was Sir 
Jacob Sassoon* Lastly, there was Mr. 
KLittridge. of the firm of Steams Hobart 
and Co,, who was an active business 
man and took no little part in public 
affairs. He was one of the first Bock 
Trustees and the intiotluccr of tramwa3^ 
ill the city, of which till long he was 
its most able managing director. 

Mr. John Stuart 

Among bankers there was hir. 
John Stuart a name still held in remem- 
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brance by the old generation as the most 
cautious and sagacious manager ol the 
drnBani of Bombaj* established in ili4J. 
By a curious trtmy of fate he was recalled 
from his retirement to lit^uidate the 
old bank which he had reared and left 
90 prosjjerotis at the close of the fifties. 
iJuriag the share mania, the bank was 
managed by James Blair and Donald 
KobertHon, the two men who brought it 
to grief. There w'as John Rylaiid who 
bad retired early. In the Oriental Bank, 
there was l*ringle, a well-known 

and cautious bank manager. There 
were llessrs. Douglas and Erotlie at the 
Chartered Bank. There was also Hr. 
.'\nthony Morrison who joined his for¬ 
tunes in 1S63 w ith the Joint Stock Bauk 
afterwards called the jVsiatic Banking 
Ccirporatkm, The Mercantile Bank had 
Mr. Jacksou who afterwards ro?^ to 
high distiuctiou at the bead office. Mr, 
Angus was the manager of live popular 
Commercta) Bank* which came to rain 


afterwards uiKler the managemeat o{ 
Sir Mkhad Rosario de Quadros. Lastly, 
thiife was Heycock who was 

the tnamg^ of the Central Bank uf 
Western India. He was a mcrcbani 
and a great friend of the eminent cap¬ 
tain of indnstiy who preceded Atr. Tata 
—the late 3 tr, Cowasji Nanabhoy Davar. 
>(r. Heycock established the first ice 
factory in Bombay and was once Sheriffi 
At the Agra Bank Uiere was Mr,. I>avid 
MacCuUoch- The National and the 
Hongkong Banks were not established 
before 1864^, but tlie former had an «x^ 
celtent hrst manager in Mr. Windram 
aod the latter in Mr. Stephen. And 
here we bring to a close the welJ-known 
hairopean personalities of the dlties 
and early sbctics. 
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Chapter IJX—CONCLUSION-^ME 
PROMINENT LOC/VI, INDIAN 
CELEBRITIES* 

now come to tiie end of my 
narrtittve, and it is in the fitness 
of tilings that I nhinild make a brief 
reference to some of the must pro* 
niinent of Indian celebrities in the 
city who flowished during the pcrio<l 
einbmced by tJtese rccoUectioiis- Eirst 
and foremost, there was Sir Janisetji 
Jeejeebhoy, a merebant prince and 
a princely philatithropiat to boot. 
He was tiie first Indian who was 
knighted by iris sovereigu and the 
first also on whom was eonferred the 
dignitj' of a baronet. The knighthood 
came to him in 1S45 and the baronetcy 
in 1S57. The recognitioii. w'as wholly 
due to his beneficent philanthropy, 
still unsurpassed* and to his unswerving 
loyalty to the Crown of EngEacd* None 


better understood what the duties of 
a loyal dtizen %vere than he; and 
none made himself a more confidential 
adviser of the Govermnent in the 
troublous days of iSs;. Hlpbitistpne 
found hull ihc ofte Indian, above all 
otlieis. whose sage counsel and 
g uidanc e he most appreciated. He wa?; 
in the full enjoyment of the con¬ 
fidence of the many Governors of 
Buuibay, Their reject and esteem for 
him were great. His name uas con¬ 
jured by his conteiiipuriutes of alt races 
and creeds; and it is wen now con- 
jiired as one of the greatest benefactors 
of bumauity. The great hospital whidt 
bears his honoured name is a living 
proof of his benevolence in reference 
to the relief of suffering htuuanity. 
Milliona of men, women and dnldrea 
have benefited and are stiSl deriving bene¬ 
fit from that charity. Otlicr merchant 
princes have fiouiished and shown their 
phllantbroiiy in different directions; but 
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It may he swd with truth that none has 
surpassed h:in. His oaine will reiuaui 
enshriued in the memory of genera* 
tions. yet unborn. 

Another great name which was so 
proniiuent in thiMc daya is tlmt of 
Jilr. Frainji Cownsji. In some of die 
Iireviouft chapters reference has been 
made to the henefLcent works he pro* 
jccted and brought to completion for 
die gfMid of the public. The hhaniji 
Cflwasji Institute ts his uoblest handi¬ 
work and ivil! ever remain a penuouent 
tnemoiial of his honoured name. Nest to 
Sir JaiTisetji Jeeioebhoy, his is the most 
•cbensbed name among the citir.ens who 
were in the mukiiig of Bombay in the 
first half of the 19th century. Tlic tliird 
great dttzeit whose name is 3 household 
word among all dases of the community' 
is tliat of the great J uggonnatfa Sanker- 
sett—a statesman of rare political sag.!- 
city, a citizen of renown, of great 
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ctjnsftmctive mind, and withal Cited 
with the purest patnotiam. He 
WHS the first Htndw gentleman who 
was honoured with a nou-ofticial seat 
in the Boniitay IvCgislatix't Couudt 
in 1863 by Sir Bnrtle Frete. He died 
in lS6(i mourned by all the comimini- 
ties of Bombay. Sir Baitle Ttere was 
prompt in issuing an official gazettb 
traordiitaty annouiicing his dcs^ and 
appreciating the value td hi!» many 
services as a Ifjyat and dutiful citizen. 
Mr. Oocutdtts Tejpal was a pluianthwipui 
Bhatia mctdiant of those da\'a who wn-s 
well known to Europeans as much as to 
his own countryni 631 cngagwl in tlie 
trade. Lb. Bhau Daji, an enlightened 
physician aitd a most deemed dtlzeti, 
was greatly instnuncutal in inspiring 
1ifnT to do deeds oi benevolence whidi 
are nmt so well dourishtug tn our 
mirUt, siiecialty the Tejpal Ilaspitat 
und tlie Sanscrit College on the Oovolia 
Tank Road. There was Nacoda Rogay, 
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Kokani Mahtmicdat] and a great 
fnend of Sir Jamsetjl A genticinfla of 
means and most polished manners, he 
svasmost nnobtmsiv'ein his charities for 
the benefit of his o wn corntnvmity. But 
he was not a little helpful in conjimc- 
tion with Sir jamsetji in making 
peace between tlie Paras and the 
Musalmans during the first riot of 
i was a boy of se^ren but have n distinct 
recollection how that riot terrorised the 
people in the Fort and how my parents 
sent a servant to fetch me liome u ith 
aU speed from Ayrton's school, Tlic riot 
originated itoia a trivial cause, namely, 

3 life of the Mohoniedan projjhet 
which appeared in a Gujarati Journal 
called "Chitra Dnyan" aHustiated 
Knowledge) along with a portrait, 
riiat portrait seemed to have given un¬ 
necessary offence to a few Malioinedans 
who therefore cieatcfl a riotous difetur- 
biuice. TJie cooipefation of Mr. Rogay 
witli Sir Jatnsetji was liighly praia^. 
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Of course, tlie Kama lamily bad already 
carved out a came for themselves by 

thmr great commercial enterprise abroad, 
specially b Cliina and London. They 

were great social teformers and took tiie 

kcen^t interest in the advancemeat 
of female educatioti and the spread of 
the true tenets of Zoroaster among 
the communiiy. Th^ fully under¬ 
stood the value of an enlightened and 
Hl>eral Press and were gteady instru- 
mental in founding the R^st Go/iar, 
edited by Dadabhoy Naoroji. ilessrs- 
Curselji and Dbunjibhoy Nnsservanji 
Caroa. along with Mr. Dosabboy Fratnii 
Cama. were tlic most well-known in 
these respects. There were also Mtss^. 
K. R. Kama. S. S, Bengalee, Kaoroji 
Furdoonji, Jehangliir B, Wa^a, A. F. 
iloos and Cowasji £. Khambata, i^uitc 
a literary coterie of the Fifties who 
oisembled In tlie Buftat Ashkara 
Press, owned by the Muizhan family, 
and helped to moke the Rost Gojiop^ 


in their opacity as contributors, a 
pejwcrful organ of Parsi Libemlisni in 
politics, commerce and social reform. 
Messrs. Bengalee and NaoTo|t Furdoon.ii 
were greatly ossodateiJ with tfir first 
^unicjpal reform agitadoti. liotk were 
actt%'e'ita tntuubcra trf the first Municipal 
Corporation under Act i of t£65aitd both 
tendered very va!oahTe.seT\*ices to lire 
citizens by tlieir sterling independence 
and financial sagacity, Mr, Bengalee 
W'as one of the three mtaabers of what is 
known as the "Hope Committee" which 
made a report on the (ituuices of the 
^frmicipnlity at the instance of the Go- 
venimcat. Mr. K. K. Kfima drchisively 
applied li» attcntifin to the dcvelnp- 
ment of iiend Avesta studies. Mr. 
Mimdierji Hotnniigi Camn fgenernlly 
nicknamed ■ Scnclii '| publifihed in Eng^ 
lisU a translatton of the 2 eud Avesta by 
Ur Elcck whkh greatly stimulated tiic 
study of Zoroastrian ethics. About Mr, 
1^- E, Khambata enough lintt been 


mciitioimd in some of Uie piecwlmgehait- 
ters. He was agood Koglfeh sdir^ar and 
c<ivered liijnsclf witii praise as Editor ot 
“Native Opinion’', Thetc was Mr. J. H. 
Wadm who was a Gujarati liistodaa 
and Mr- B* I*- Master, a vifitty gentle¬ 
man who was greatly asaodated with 
the affairs of the Municipal Corporation, 
specially in connexiini with the water 
supply of Bombay of which lie once- 
gave a most hnmorems desoiptiou 
that greatly <]uickened the l^ty Eatheis 
to provide for nn adequate supply 
of drinking water. There was old Dr* 
Blouey who lived like a recluse in Ar¬ 
menian Lane and thence fired off of letter 
after letter as or "Q in the corner" 
in the Bombay tlie feverish 

specutotion of 1863-64 and its ultimate 
consequences- He became exceedingly 
well-known as a leading member fif tfie 
Munidpal Corptiratbn. In fact be was 
a teadft in all sanitary matters as was 
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Sir P. M. Mehta ia gencrat niid coiisti- 
tutional matters, .'Vs 3 popular 
Dr. Blajtin' had the great satisfacttoR of 
seeing a statue erectcfl in his honour 
by [mbiic subscriptir>ns <Iu:niig Uia 
life tune. lie was also a pJiilimUiro 
pist and used ti» gi\'Te away buitflrcds 
e\‘ery tiiouiJi to the indigent, distressed 
and Itiwiy poor of all classes. His 
is a name still cherished by the older 
generation of Bombay. Next may be 
mentioned the name of Karaandas 
Mtilji, the great Hindu social reform er, 
who instituted the paper called tlie 
" Satya Prakash'* and exposed the 
many inipropneties of the Vaishna 
tribe of Maharajas and their orgies. He 
became famous because of the libd 
mstituted by the Maharaja against hhn. 
The historical judgment of Sir Joseph 
.Vruoold in this case, reveals the dcptlis of 
those impruprieties. The judgment was 
agTcat sfio(dc to the orthodox party. But 
this case also brought in to prominence 
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Bhatiti gentleman, Mr, lyakhmidAS 
KMmjt, who entertained the most liberal 
views on the subject. Mr. LakbmidaS'f 
it has been gerteraUy cecognised, helped 
ilr. Karsaudas with the stnews of ttie 
litigation which is one of the celebrated 
caus& of the Bombay High Court, 
Mr. (afterwards tiir) Mangaldas Nathoo> 
bhoy was also a strong supporter of 
the Hindu reformer. But during the 
jwiod embraced by these cccoUecdonfl 
Mr. Hanguldiiis had not attained the 
great prominence wliidi he afterwards 
did. The Aga Khan caise, which was 
also beard before the same learned judge, 
was another eauu e^tbre^ ft was also 
one in which orthodmiy was a great 
deal given a hard knock by the imijartial 
judgment of the same erudite judge. But 
the old Aga Khan, the grand^father of 
the present one, was Influential enough 
to retom his supremacy as the spiri¬ 
tual head of the Khojas. That commu¬ 
nity was not so sharply divided as 
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tbe Oliatia com m unity by thic 

Kursonilas libel caste. Two other Hindu 
Datnc$ which were greatly kuovm 
in tfioae days need to be inentioued. 
They ace of the two ttiedical brothers, 
Bhan and Narayan Daji. They were 
the earliest Hindu medical graduates 
of tiie Grant Medical College. Both 
had extensile practice, but the dder. 
Dr, ilhau, Imd a great tendeaej' to- 
wards research. He lud an original 
niind w^hich was incessantly cultivated 
to a good purpose. He wos much 
keen on scientiOcally testing tlie edicacy 
ot Xndtan drugs on specifijc disease. 
i/Cprosy cure was bis great aim and 
object. He h atl only partialJy succeeded 
it) his attempt. Hut Dr. Bhau w*a£ also 
a poltUcian ami sijdid reformer albeit of 
a tiuKterau- character. He was in favour 
iif tile remarriage of Hindu widows Ur. 
Narayan more or less confined hittiw^lf to 
medicid practice. Both brothers 
irighly esteemed by tlie European 



medical faculty 'Clw lute Sit tlcijigc 
BirdwcxKl lidd them iu tiie ^rmest 
regard for then ability* Atnoiig MoltotiitN 
dans* there were tin men of public ftro 
miuence save Mi. Itogay. The only 
other person was Mr. Cumrudin Tyabji 
who practised as a solicitor after Itaving 
pas^l his examination as attora^ in 
IiOudon. He becjuiie a partner in the 
firm known as Green and 'rhere 

w'crc men of less pTominence atiiong die 
three tndiaii commmiities in trade more 
or less, but so far their share in puhilc 
affairs as dtiaens te^pjire no special men¬ 
tion, Of course, with the rapid spread 
of education and the institution of the 
T,*niversity the lutat of tlie Seventecs 
and after rapidly rose and earned pub¬ 
lic distinction, but their career cannot 
be incorporated in these recollections. It 
is however to be hoped tlial some literaTy 
•jichotar will undertake that ordnaus task 
so as to keep the memory green of those 


wilo in dilfereut walks of life ImvecaTtitd 
s name and fame since 1865 or 1870. 

To complete the list it Is needful lo 
do justice to two otlicr celebrities, the 
first bir Cowa^i Jeliattgliir Heady money 
and Mr. Dosablioy Ftnmji Knraka, The 
last began his academic caieef 

with the Jmne Jutn^htd as its asststmii 
editor, That, journal was the sjiecial 
organ of the urtlioduic Parsis, then an 
ovenvhcliiung majority, under the 
leadership, of course, of Sir Jauisetji 
Jeejeehlioy, Indeed Zoroastrian orilio- 
doxy was rampant in the Sixties, lidng 
hardly illumined by tlie light ahed on 
the true tenets of that aitdeut creed 
by the great scholars of the west. The 
Paiai reformers were then just rising and 
otganising thcmsdvs to do Uicir very 
best tc* disentangle the creed fttnn the 
aUen weeds witJi ivhich it had been allow¬ 
ed to overgrow dimug wellnigh eleven 
cimturics of tlieir domicile b nujerat- 


I^iviug in tlnf midst of a popuiation^ 
mostly of Gujerati flindiis. tlie descent 
dants of Darius and XvJses had 
adopted many of thdr religious rites 
and ceremonies. It was ttie set aim 
and puri^ose of the reformers hy means 
of lectures, meetings and other methods 
to make the orthodmc understand how 
the noble creed of tlictr great prophet 
was encrusted uith Hindu and other 
Indian superstitions and beliefs. Mr* 
Dosahhoy J?raniji belonged to that hand 
of reforraenj, albeit he was generally 
known as a I,iUera] Conseivative. Later 
on he rose to be a Altinicipal .‘\sseisSor 
during the regime of the Municipal 
tritimvirate. generally kiiowx] as tlie 
three Municipal Conmiissiouers who 
doufished from 1S38 dll 1865^ In iSOo 
Hr. Dosahhoy was appointed one of the 
five luen of the Advisory Coninuitet 
which the Government appointed to 
assist the Inciiuie Tax collector in 
enfordug the Income Tax. the drst 
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of its kind imposed on al! India. Mr. 
Dcidablioy'i; tact, judgment, and, abwe 
all, Ids sweet reasumblenass were soon 
recognised. And nrhen tlie tax came to 
be abolislied tiie CVovcmiQciit of Sir 
Bartle Frere wdgely promoted him to 
one of the ni^n^tratcships of the city— 
an odicc which he dlled witli great 
credit to Limseli and to the satbiaetion 
of the dtixens tiff his TedTcment. Mr. 
DosabUoy’s most iiupoitant public ac¬ 
tivity was to be seen in the Bombay Jln- 
oictpul Corporation from its institation 
in 1865 trt iSfjtJ. Once he was fortunate 
enough to be elected Prtssident during 
the year which uvenumolised for the 
drat time the visit of a Prince of Wales 
to India, he who afterwords was King 
Edward Vil. 

Sir Cowasji Jeftangbir tteadymoney 
was indeed the most prommeiit dtizeu 
of Bombay after Sir J amsetj! Jeejeebhoy. 
Belonging to one of the foat wealthy 


* 


fanii[i£:& Tvh« had settled in the city at 
the openiug of the nineteeutti century 
and endowed from his youth with all 
the instincts of a great merchant and a 
sagacious hut enutious ftitander, he 
came to be recognised at a very early 
age os the coming celebrity. With Ins 
elder brother, Mr, Hiiji, he was n guaran¬ 
teed brother to Messrs. Cardwell Parsons 
and Co., and uiie or two other English 
iinns. Mr, Cowasji also was wett known 
for his rare broad-mindedness, his ardent 

>1 

ctoic patriotismi his large hearted and 
catholic philanthropy and, above all, his 
deep spirit of humanity. So that as he 
douiished and prospered those special 
traits became more and mote marked 
and recc^nised, Sagacious nnd shrew'd 
in matterB of banking and Qnajice, 
without a spirit of speculation, he was 
invited u> be a Director of the old Bonk 
of Bombay, an oQice which he filled 
with such foresight and caution as to 
elicit the admiration of the trading 
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and akroffing coiiimuiuty, So much 
so’, that Sit Cliarlcs Jackson, Prcsidcnl 
of Uie Commissicm whidi iiiv<stigated 
into the failure of the old Bank of Bora- 
bw, 1869. bos placcfl 00 record that m 
long os Mj. Cowasji was on the board 
of j Directors he was too careful to sec 
that the bank nct’er iitcurrod a bad debt 
ofecen a sttigle Rupee? The prc^jejit 
writer would unbesitatiugly say* having 
intimatdy known him in liis younger 
days, that not a ^igle Indian lias hither¬ 
to approachert him in rcs|>ect of com- 
mercial ethics and integrity, Ht was a 
stetliug* personality and unreservedly 
conhded by titose ivhi> came into con^ 
tact with him in matters of trade and 
finance. It was unfortunate that 
a Constitutional ailaicnt. contracted at 
an early day, had crippled his movements 
and in motty ways physically iuenpaci- 
tated him. He had to lie n>tri*ti up 
and down in a chair. But tiH the day of 
tu# death hu mentaJ tacitltiiis were os 
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$tKmg AA they w&e tii yauIlK Tlis 
love of education, qteeially Higheri was 
ittURte in him. It was greatly enhanced 
by hU intimate uxintact with Sir Alexan¬ 
der Orant, at first (Piinctpal of Ldphin- 
stone OiUt^e, and,afterward^,Director of 
Public In^tiuc'tion. It hi: wiio gave 
the hAnds<>iiti' donation of 3 lakiis for 
providing n local habit atinii for HI pilin' 
stone College and it was Jic also who 
gave another z lakhs for that rnagnih- 
cent Senate Mail of the thiiversity 
whitd) beats his honoured name. And it 
is a sndsfnction to record in thh; plnc'c 
that in gratitude fcr Im many lieneii- 
ccnt and titilitiirum specially 

in matters of educatirni, the citizens 
of Bombay raiserl public funrls and 
erected his statue which stands in 
the University GardenSw All hononr to 
such a worthy person whose name will 
be reifieiTiberefl by generntion rafter ge^ 
nerntion ftw bis great civic spirit, his 
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spirit of litunauity, liisliigli btoadmuided*- 
aM bis catholic philanthropy. 

Xow my task is di:uiit 1 have niurra^- 
ttl itiy persottiil reminiscences so far as I 
have been able to reniemii'er them with 
perfect bddity and have tried to pr&. 
sent tlie dry bones of tlic history of 
this ijreat city prior to l8('>5, Tlie task 
imdcrtalLen was a coImitJirj'' one. tt was 
self iinposed lint one of love How 
far 1 have succeeded in collecting 
tlie shellsi and gndng Tiic dmens of 
Bombay an account tif men and tilings 
during ttiy liuyhood ^tnd sonictinie 
after must be left to my readers 
to jmlgcL I licgan by saying tltni 
Time rolls its ceaseless comisc, .It is 
rolling still and wiil toI) on to eternity. 
Einpire‘s rise ami fall. So, too, great 
chics and towns. I^et me fer^i’mitly hope 
that my native Btimbay, dear to me 
from every point of view, may have 
a better fate, that she may tlonnsh for 
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